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Hello Shaema,

Thank you for the congratulations.  It has been a busy, emotional and fun week!  We had family and friends come from California, North Dakota and Idaho (the last group finally left, whew!)  Brock is our last child to graduate, so we are gearing
up to be “empty nesters”!  He is going to play football and study at Montana Tech~~ which is in Butte, MT.   Attached are a couple pictures.

 

I smiled when I read your questions; they are questions I’ve asked myself over the years and have seen many books written regarding those topics!

I do believe there are big distinctions in how boys learn.  Their attention span is generally shorter and they require more large-motor movements…focused mental activities need to be sprinkled with movement.   Found the following article: 
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/nov04/vol62/num03/With-Boys-and-Girls-in-Mind.aspx

 

I think moving into the summer season, you will want to continue with structure and a schedule but keep it relaxed and stay flexible to allow for sudden changes (like invites to do fun activities: outdoor festivals/plays, zoos, vacations, trip to the
ocean, etc).  I believe children still need predictability and routine in their day.  It keeps out boredom, helps with retention and will keep you sane.

 

I would be worried that allowing the kids to be “wild” would establish a pattern or habit (they might not differentiate that I can be wild in one place and time, but not in another).  If you have access to playgrounds and parks/yards, give them the
freedom daily to be exuberant there (heck, even give them squirt guns and water balloons).  But I would keep your home a semi-structured environment…using “indoor voices and behaviors”.

But that is just me J….

 

If you want to try and Skype, next week will work better for me (I seem to always be on the move!!)

 

Did Pat ever respond on your testing questions?  The Stanford 10 is a new one for me this year, we have previously used the TerraNova.  I have received good feedback (and have to add that not every student did as well as Shareef).

 

Blessings to you and your family always,

Terri

 

 

 

 

From:  
Sent: Wednesday, May 14, 2014 2:29 PM 
To: Terry Beede 
Subject: Phone call Friday?

 

Greetings Terri, I hope that this letter finds you well. I am so or for the long delay in writing you back.  Thank you for the clarifications about the exam.  Are you available Friday at your morning time for a Skype call? I wanted to get some advice
about 
1. More clarifications about the exam 
2. Best use of summer time when homeschooling,  eg. change in routine or not.  
3. Boys learning verdict girls 
4. Will giving boys freedom to be "wild" make them more and more used to being wild or will it get the wildness "out of their system" so they learn more calmly later. ???

I am also free on the weekend but would rather not take your time on days off. 

https://global.brightwayslearning.com/log_entries
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/nov04/vol62/num03/With-Boys-and-Girls-in-Mind.aspx
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Hi Terri,

 

Thank you so much for sending us the DORA and DOMA results. The results are definitely interesting.

 

We were wondering if Shehrezad's interest in Math, hence the results of the DOMA, are something we can do more about. She loves doing experiments, and enjoys practical math. Is there an online resource - a really good one - that
incorporates both science and math in a lot of interesting ways? 

 

Also, what would your advice be in this area?

 

Thanks so much, 
Farah Ali

Hi Farah,

You are in an amazing place in which you can really delve into areas of interest to Shehrezad.  Science and Math really go hand in hand, so the sky is the limit!!

Check out some of these following resources to see if they are of interest:

 

Math and nutrition go hand in hand with recipes and cooking.  You can start with basic recipes and cut them in half or double; determine nutritional value and percentages of daily allowances; consider variations in ingredients; move in to body
systems.

http://kidshealth.org/kid/recipes/#cat20242

 

Estimation (important in making educated an educated guess/hypothesis) Recent research suggests that practicing estimation helps students develop problem-solving skills. In addition, scientists, engineers, and many others use estimation to
perform their jobs.

http://www.shodor.org/interactivate/lessons/EstimationElem/p

 

powers of ten to illustrate scale from microscopic, up…

http://www.wordwizz.com/pwrsof10.htm

http://micro.magnet.fsu.edu/primer/java/scienceopticsu/powersof10/index.html

 

With a little digging  you can find interactive science activities on the Smithsonian Website:

http://howthingsfly.si.edu/flight-dynamics/kepler%E2%80%99s-laws-orbital-motion

http://howthingsfly.si.edu/activities

 

The study of different science fields that can easily integrate math concepts

http://www.amnh.org/explore/ology

http://www.nasa.gov/audience/foreducators/nasaeclips/search.html?terms=&category=1000

http://www.nasa.gov/audience/forstudents/k-4/index.html#.UpLchcQvvbM

 

estimation and measurement for science learning…(has other themes that can be integrated between both math and science)

https://www.teachervision.com/measurement/printable/8486.html

 

Scholastic has some online interactive investigations.  See the one on Animal adaptations (can integrate science, writing, language arts)

http://teacher.scholastic.com/dirtrep/animal/index.htm

 

How Stuff Works has science videos and games:

http://games.howstuffworks.com/

 

The following site might be useful as well:

http://nlvm.usu.edu/en/nav/vlibrary.html
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