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A Message from our Pastor

Beyond Easter
After Easter the disciples were
huddled in a closed and secured
place, enveloped not only by walls
and a locked door but also by fear,
doubt, and grief. They knew, by this
time, that the tomb was empty and
that Peter, John, and Mary had seen
the Risen Lord, yet they still huddled
in fear.
Can you relate?
The world in which we live is a
dark and fearful place. To protect
ourselves, we create walls and
barriers behind which we hide and
cower. Maybe it is a wall of cynicism
or a locked door of escapism that
we build to protect ourselves.
Perhaps we arm ourselves not only
with weapons that kill but also with
weapons of hate and prejudice.
Jesus entered the locked Upper
Room, bringing peace and the spirit
of forgiveness. Once we believe
we are empowered not only for
protection but also for joyful action,
then we too, through the Resurrected
Christ, can unleash to the world
the spirit of God’s forgiving love
and His peace that surpasses all
understanding.
Faithfully,
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Worship at St. Luke’s
All are Welcome
Worship on Sundays
8:30 and 11:00am
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Fellowship in Hospitality Hall
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Easter Sunday
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April 8, 2018
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April 22, 2018
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“We are becoming a faithful community of disciples striving to share
the heart, mind, and hands of Jesus Christ with ALL people.”

The Forward in Faith team met on March 25.
At this meeting
·
Discussed an exciting new idea with April Carpenter to help better utilize
space and bring in many new faces! More details to come!
·
Shared findings and new ideas from our brainstorming meeting with Beth
Ryan regarding youth and young adult ministry. Please be in prayer for those
ministries as Beth leads them into new and refreshing directions.
·
Shared that due to financial realities, the Special Events Coordinator position will no longer be in place effective March 31. Details on who to contact
should you wish to have an event will come at a later date.
·
Discussed the effectiveness of our Card Committee program that ensures visitors are contacted in a
genuine, prompt, and organized manner.
·
Discussed putting an assimilation process in place to ensure gaps are filled when welcoming a first-time
visitor and leading them to membership. We agreed that this plan needs to be taken to the Evangelism team
and NOW to flesh out details and navigate the process.
·
Our next meeting will be the last week in April, exact date TBD, and we are inviting the Cub Scouts and
Boy Scouts leaders to join us!

A Way Forward for St. Luke’s
We know the called General Conference scheduled for February 23-26, 2019, in St. Louis compels us to be
prepared, as a congregation, to respond to the outcomes of the session, and as we move toward that date, to
prayerfully and actively discern how Christ is speaking to us with regard to LGBTQ+ ministry.
A Reconciling Committee within St. Luke’s has begun forming to gather resources, pray, listen, and to guide
our own discernment process. We believe successful navigation of these sensitive issues will focus around
our relationships with each other, opportunities to listen more deeply than we ever have, and the chance to
learn from each other in ways that will surprise us. We believe that open-hearted prayer, education, sharing,
willingness to be led by the Holy Spirit, and determination to work together despite our human differences, will
strengthen our faith, build our church, and keep us true to our mission of Christian discipleship and servanthood. We welcome and value anyone who wants to be a part of this team—please just contact us!
Our first steps will focus on listening deeply. In April, we are launching a One-to-One Conversation Campaign,
with the goal of getting to know each other better, learning what you care most about at St. Luke’s, and hearing
your perspectives on LGBTQ+ ministry. We want to talk with as many of you as we can, and if you’d like to
volunteer to participate, we especially welcome that opportunity. Please let a member of the Reconciling
Committee know, and we’ll sit down together.
Regarding education, there are two upcoming opportunities. The first is an open retreat on April 13th and 14th in
Jackson called At the Table: United Methodists Seeking a Way Forward. This retreat hopes to assist clergy and
lay persons in exploring concerns, holding healthy and helpful conversations within churches, and understanding
the work of the Commission on the Way Forward. The Commission’s charge is to discover ways that allow us to
remain together as United Methodists despite our different views, and to advise the Council of Bishops as they
prepare for 2019. If you would like to go, please contact Ann Bowsher or Linda Hensley.
Please also mark your calendars for Sunday, April 29th, when Ms. Helen Ryde, Southeast Jurisdictional
Organizer for Reconciling Ministries Network, will join us at St. Luke’s for combined Sunday schools (open to
all), and Lunch in the Fellowship Hall, where she will speak, share her knowledge on the latest work of the Way
Forward Commission as well as her experiences with UMC congregations across the country who have, and
are discerning God’s message. More info to come!
This time, and what we do now are critical for our church and for United Methodists. This is truly a time, as
John Wesley said, to do all the good we can, by all the means we can, in all the ways we can, in all the places
we can, at all the times we can, to all the people we can, as long as ever we can.
In Christ’s service, Ann Bowsher
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Challengers Summer
Camp registration is in

full swing, and all rising 1st
through 6th graders are invited! We offer dynamic camp
programming by combining
field trips, in-house activities and various visits from
professionals. We provide
engaging and unique experiences that will challenge your
child to make new, exciting
memories. We’re partnering
with a variety of local venues
to bring the best of Memphis
to St. Luke’s! You can register and check out our full
summer camp guide at www.
stlukesumc.org/challengers.

Nurture – Outreach - Witness

The Program Ministries Team has been reborn as Nurture - Outreach - Witness (NOW). The new team feels this name better
describes the goals and activities of the ministries. Moving forward, NOW’s focus will be Reinvigorating and Interconnecting
Our Ministries in Service to a Diverse Community. The NOW team will focus on unity, coordination, and accountability among
the ministry teams, to ensure we make the most of each team’s talents as well as the church’s resources.
St. Luke’s has a long history of following the teachings of Jesus to love our neighbor, from our food ministries serving those in
need in the surrounding areas, to our community-wide special children’s activities. Starting soon, you will begin hearing from
some of the dedicated volunteers who support these activities, in “Ministry Moments” during Sunday Worship. These will be
brief talks highlighting a different ministry each month, explaining how financial contributions are used in the ministry and how
it serves the community. We hope that the Ministry Moments will help you learn something you didn’t know about St. Luke’s
ministries, encourage you to learn even more and maybe even to get involved in it! Ministry Moments will also help explain
how important your pledges and contributions are to making all of our ministries successful.
The team is made up of the chairs/co-chairs of the four ministry areas:
Education – Marcy Mittelstadt; Mission/Service – Pat Anderson;
Outreach – Kurt Knotts and Phyllis Gay; Worship – Linda Hensley and Lauren Daughtry
Other members include Director of Community Connections and Children’s Ministries Megan Warren and Pastor Jim
McKinney. We look forward to telling you more about how NOW will be working to reinvigorate St. Luke’s many ministries and
to your becoming more involved.

JOIN US FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday mornings - 9:30am
The Red Letter Class – Room 106, under the Sanctuary.
Loyal Stewards – Room 215, 2nd floor across from the
Library. Adult Bible Studies
A free program designed for babies 0-18 months (older
children may attend by permission of the instructor) that
provides exposure to language through rhymes, songs,
and books. Each session will also include free play time
and crafts such as toys or baby book items.
Class times are Wednesdays and Saturdays at 10:00am
Spring dates are April 18 - May 26, 2018
Attend one or as many classes as you wish.
Classes are in the St. Luke’s lounge.
For more information contact Marcy Mittelstadt:
marciam11@att.net
NO FEES - Just come to play and sing with your baby!

Parents Group – Room 211 (Church Library) This class
provides a sharing of real life challenges for parents of young
to teenage children.
Christian Homebuilders - MB 108, (under the Sanctuary)
April 8: City Mayor Jim Strickland; April 15: Mauricio Calvo,
Latino Memphis; April 22: Donna Spencer; April 29: Rev.
Dianne Harrison; All are welcome!
Newman Class - Room 213, Follows the lectionary
scriptures to prepare for worship.
Young Adult Class - Meets in the Lounge
Growing Disciples Class - Meets on the 3rd Floor, Room
304 in the Main Building. Video/Book discussions.
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St. Luke’s ChurchApril
Even
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wedn

Recurring We
8:00am: Community Breakfast, FH
8:30am: Worship, Sanctuary
9:30am: Sunday School
10:30am: Fellowship Time, HH
11:00am: Worship, Sanctuary
1:00pm: Basketball Practice
3:30pm: Bell Rehearsal, MB 207
4:30pm: BrightLIGHTS Children's Choir, CB
5:00pm: LIGHTNight Children's Activities
5:00pm: Youth Dinner and Activities

8:45am: Sit & Be Fit, Gym
7:15pm: Jesus Is Lord Basketball, Gym

6:30am: Morning Basketball, Gym
12:00pm: Pickleball, Gym
6:30pm: Cub Scouts, Chapel/CB
7:00pm: Boy Scouts, Scout Hut

6:30am: Morning Bas
7:15am, Men's Praye
2/4/5 Wed. - Perkins
1/3 Wed. - St. Luke's
5:45pm: Bible Study,
6:30pm: Chancel Cho
6:35pm: Zumba, Gym
7:40pm: Young Adult

1
EASTER SUNDAY
9:00am: Financial Peace Class, MB 311
NO AFTERNOON OR EVENING ACTIVITES

2
EASTER MONDAY
CHURCH OFFICES CLOSED
NO ACTIVITIES

3
9:45am: UMW Executive Meeting, MB 104
11:00am: UMW General Meeting, FH
6:00pm: Trustees Meeting, Lounge

4
NO Chancel Choir Re

8
9:00am: Financial Peace Class, MB 311
10:20am: Blood Pressure Check, Prayer Rm
12:00pm: Reception for Carla Taylor, HH
5:00pm: VBS Prep/Set Work, MB 303

9
8:30am: Veterans Group, FH
9:00am: VBS Prep/Set Work, MB 303
6:00pm: SPRC Meeting, MB 211

10
4:30pm: Girl Scouts, CLC 103
6:00pm: Day School Board Mtg, MB 211
6:30pm: UMW Naomi Circle, Lounge

11

15
9:00am: Financial Peace Class, MB 311
12:00pm: Youth Advisory Team, MB 311
12:00pm: Children's Council Mtg., Lounge
5:00pm: VBS Prep/Set Work, MB 303

16
9:00am: VBS Prep/Set Work, MB 303
12:30pm: Staff Meeting, MB 311
5:30pm: Glad Helpers Prayer Group, Parlor
6:00pm: Finance Mtg., Lounge
7:00pm: Coin Club Group

17
9:30am: Worship Team, MB 203
10:30am: UMW Rachel Circle, Lounge

18
10:00am: Babygarten

22
Worship led by our Youth
12:00pm: Taste of St. Luke's, FH

23
9:00am: Epistle Newsletter Deadline

24
4:30pm: Girl Scouts, CLC 103
5:30pm: Day School Training, Lounge

25
10:00am: Babygarten

29
12:00pm: Safe Sanctuaries Training, Lounge
12:00pm: Way Forward Lunch, FH

30

NOTES

The calendar in this Epistle is an abbreviated listing of activities.
For a full listing of the most current calendar information visit our w
Current updates are posted on social media: Facebook: St. Luke’s

The Mission and Service Team continues to “turn

GOLDEN CROSS SENIOR MINISTRIES

our ministries upside down” and reinvigorate old ministries
as well as look for new ideas and needs. The Knitting/Crocheting Ministry will be reconvening to knit and crochet together on Wed. April 4 at 5 p.m. in the Parlor. We will eat in
the kitchen, if you would like to bring dinner, and work in the
Parlor. We have been invited to join the Bible Study at 5:45
p.m. in the Lounge and bring our work and continue. Anyone wishing to stay in the Parlor until 6:30 p.m. is welcome
to do so. We are inviting you to join us as we knit/crochet
prayer shawls for the prayer shawl ministry on Wednesdays
at 5:00 p.m. starting April 4 and going through the summer.

Because no senior should ever have to travel life’s journey
alone! You are helping transform the lives of seniors, one
need at a time! 100% of your contribution to the GOLDEN
CROSS Senior Residents Fund goes directly to benefit senior residents served.
You are cordially invited to GOLDEN CROSS SUNDAY
May 6, 2018 at St Luke’s UMC, 8:30am and 11:00am
Please bring one or more of the needed items from the list
posted by the bins and on the bulletin board in Hospitality
Hall. ... Donation bins are available throughout the church.
Be a transformer and part of the change in seniors’ lives!!!

Sewing Ministry

THANK YOU, VOLUNTEERS

We had an absolutely great day on March 17 as we gathered for our Spring Work Day. By most estimates, we had
at least 50 volunteers working all over our beautiful campus
lending their skills and strong backs to clean up, clean out,
repair, restore, repaint and many other special tasks.
An extra special fanfare-playing THANK YOU to David
Hensley for his efforts recruiting and organizing the volunteers. Also thank you to those who came early to prepare
breakfast for everyone.
I look forward to more of these opportunities in the near
future. Thank you all! Tim Taylor

Do you need a button sewn on, a zipper replaced, pants
hemmed, if so we are the place. Please bring your item(s)
on the 2nd or 4th Saturday of the month to St. Luke’s United
Methodist Church, 480 S. Highland, between 1p.m. and 4
p.m. for only a donation to the church.
If you would like to learn how to sew, we give Sewing 101
lessons for free during the times listed above.
If you are a seamster, knitter or quilter, you are welcome to
come enjoy the group and work on your personal projects.
For more information, contact Marty Cobb 901.324.4943

-4-

l 2018
nt
Calendar - April 2018

nesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

eekly Activities

sketball, Gym
er Breakfast
s Restaurant
s FH
, Lounge
oir, Choir Room
m
t Open Gym

ehearsal

n, Lounge

n, Lounge

8:45am: Sit & Be Fit, Gym
9:30am: Food Pantry, CLC 108
10:00am: Al-anon Prayer Group, MB 213
10:00am: Small Group Study, MB 211
12:00pm: Craft Club, CLC 103
6:00pm: Young Adult Dinner, MB 310
7:15pm: Fisher of Men Basketball, Gym

6:30am: Morning Basketball, Gym
6:30pm: Defender League Basketball, Gym

8:30am: Regional One Basketball, Gym
2:00pm: ELP Fitness Training, CLC
2:30pm: Magnolia Mediatation, MB 213
4:30pm: Saturday Supper, FH

5
6:00pm, NOW Team Meeting, Lounge
6:30pm, Oak Ridge Neighbor Assoc., MB 106

6
4:30pm: Youth 30-Hr. Famine, Nelson Wds
6:00pm, Young Adult Game Night, MB 310

7
All Day: Youth 30-Hr. Famine,
Nelson Woods/St. Johns UMC

12

13

14
10:00am: American Sewing Guild, Lounge
12:00pm: Sit & Sew, Lounge

19
6:30pm: Project Transformation
Partner Church Meeting, Lounge

20
6:00pm, Young Adult Game Night, MB 310

21
10:00am: Babygarten, Lounge

26

27

28
10:00am: Babygarten, Lounge
10:00am: Cancer Hope Group, MB 108
12:00pm: Sit & Sew, MB 106

If you would like to schedule a meeting or event, contact Vickey Hobbs, vickey.hobbs@stlukesumc.org
website: stlukesumc.org/google-calendar/
’s UMC, Memphis; Instagram: stlukesmemphis; Twitter: @stlukesmemphis; #480forMemphis

Calendar Room Key
MB-Main Building; FH-Fellowship Hall
HH - Hospitality Hall; CB-Children’s Building
CLC-Christian Life Center

To my Dear St. Luke’s Family,
Nine years ago I began a journey here as the Communications Director. I knew at that time that God had worked in my
life so that I would be ready for this job and be able to move St. Luke’s forward as technology was changing. In my mind
I thought that I would be here until I retired. However, as we know, God sometimes likes to switch things up and over the
past two years or so I’ve been feeling the nudge to get out of my comfort zone. I would hear God telling me that I needed
to be in the world as a presence for God’s grace. My question back to God was, “How can I do that working in a place
where all I see is church people?” Well, God had the answer!
Now I begin a new path in a field that is my first love, Kitchen Design! I’m sure that I will encounter people who need to
experience God’s grace and I pray that I am up for the challenge. Please pray for me and for St. Luke’s as they search to
find a new Communications Manager. Also, come see me at the Lowe’s Bartlett store! I will miss being at St. Luke’s everyday but I am not leaving. St. Luke’s will always be my church home. Thank you for your love and support of me and my
family these past nine years. Grace and Love to all of you, Carla Taylor

SANCTUARY STEWARD OPPORTUNITY

Would you consider being part of a group of volunteers who come on a rotating
schedule to neaten the Sanctuary and have it ready for Worship services each week?
This loyal team replaces Bibles and hymnals in book racks, restocks offering envelopes collects used bulletins, and sharpens pencils. We currently have enough volunteers that each person’s name comes up only every 8 to 10 weeks. If you are already
serving in this way and are willing to continue or if you will be a new volunteer, please
call Virginia Hathorn at 327-3962 or email at Virginia.hathorn@stlukesumc.org.
Thanks in advance for your help. Remember, if you are unable to volunteer at this
time, it is a big help if you take your worship bulletin with you after services and return
your Bible and hymnal to the rack as you leave the Sanctuary.
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WEDNESDAY
BIBLE STUDY
5:45 pm, Lounge
Led by Pastor Jim McKinney
There will be no dinner served
on Wednesday nights.

Children’s Ministries

Youth & Young Peoples Ministries
FRUIT SALE 2018

St. Luke's youth will not be selling fruit this December due to
difficulties with shipping & trucking restrictions, poor customer service, and some poor quality fruit last season. We
want to apologize to anyone who received poor quality fruit
in 2017 and to anyone who will really miss our sale. The
Youth will be working on a new fundraiser for 2018! We have
so appreciated your support!

2018 Graduates!

If you know someone who is a part of our congregation
who will graduate (from High School, College, or Graduate
School) this spring, please let Beth Ryan know so we can
acknowledge them!
As we look for ways to improve our Ministries, I would like
to offer this article (part 2) that outlines ways our church can
engage Youth and Young Adults. If this stirs up any thoughts
for you please contact me.
...Beth (beth.ryan@stlukesumc.org)
What Youth & Young Adults Need from Our Church
Many churches see and appreciate the diversity and potential of this group by offering ministries, serving opportunities,
internships and leadership experience.
Let’s look at the core things youth & young adults need from
church. (Numbers 1-3 were in the March Epistle)
4. Live on Mission
How can we expect young adults to participate in, serve
and give to the life of the church if they don’t know or don’t
believe in the mission? If you don’t have many young adults
at your church or if they’re leaving, maybe it’s due to your
mission (or lack thereof). Young adults will get excited about
living on mission – if you make that mission biblical, clear
and not self-seeking.
Young adults see past gimmicky and cool efforts in the
church. They’re looking for real, authentic and genuine. How
can you give them an opportunity to engage with the mission
of the church?
If we can see others as image bearers of God, then we can
ignite a passion and an urgency for loving others to Christ.
We’ve come to know Christ’s life, forgiveness, freedom and
reconciliation, but it’s ours to share. We can’t hold tight what
He’s given us; it’s ours to share freely.

Volunteers needed to help prepare for VBS!
VBS set design work days – make preparation on materials to be used on the stage and for the entrance to the
Marketplace:
·
Sunday, April 8, 2018: 5 PM - 7 PM
·
Monday, April 9, 2018 9 AM -12 PM
·
Sunday, April 15, 2018: 5 PM - 7 PM
·
Monday, April 16, 2018 9 AM -12 PM
The week before VBS, Lynne will have 2 work mornings
to get the stage ready. Those dates are:
·
Wednesday, May 30, 2018: 9 AM – 12 PM
·
Thursday, May 31, 2018: 9 AM – 12 PM
Please contact Lynne McAlexander if you are able to
help and indicate which days so she can have projects
prepared for helpers. This way, sessions can be as productive as possible!
Thank you in advance!

5. The Gospel
Are young peoplegrowing, changing and engaging because
of the Gospel? You are in a unique position to impart this gift
to others. Young peopleneed to hear the Gospel preached
consistently and see it lived out fully and faithfully by your
leaders.
David Kinnaman, writes in Unchristian, “Most people in
America, when they are exposed to the Christian faith, are
not being transformed. They take one step into the door, and
the journey ends. They are not being allowed, encouraged,
or equipped to love or to think like Christ. Yet in many ways
a focus on spiritual formation fits what a new generation is
really seeking. Transformation is a process, a journey, not a
one-time decision.”
Are we giving people an experience in a church building or
are we allowing them to experience the Gospel. The Gospel

Thank you to everyone who volunteered to work
at Calvary Episcopal Waffle Shop. I appreciate
y’all! Mark your calendar for next year - March 7
thru April 12, 2019.
Thanks Again, Doey

continued on page 8
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MUSIC MINISTRIES

RECREATION MINISTRIES

Thanks to all of you that have so warmly welcomed me
these past weeks! I am enjoying working in ministry here
at St. Luke’s UMC.

Hey everyone- I hope y’all are doing well. A reminder
you do have a fitness room to work out in. We have
weights, treadmills, bikes, and an elliptical trainer. You
can work out in a nice cozy atmosphere. I will teach you
about the equipment- come by and see me today. We
have to do what we have to do to keep our body strong
as well as our souls.
Remember HIM Always, Coach Day

The CHANCEL CHOIR is working on re-distributing some
Cokesbury hymnals as well as some songbooks and blue
hymnals. If you would like a copy of these, please stop
by the choir room. We are also hoping to share what we
have ‘too many of’ with those in churches that have lost
these resources due to fire, flood, and other tragedies.

The UMW sponsored a Social Action activity to collect diapers and
wipes for the Miriam Center at the
United Methodist Neighborhood
Center, in lieu of Easter baskets
this year because the Center was blessed with a number
of churches making Easter baskets. They asked us to
collect wipes and diapers for the children at the Center.
The Church responded in a very generous way and we
collected 15 packages of wipes plus a case, and diapers
in sizes NB – 5, plus a case of size 3. The Center was
very thankful for the donation.
Our own Food Pantry also had a need for diapers, wipes
and adult accessories, in the collection boxes we discovered lots and lots of gifts from generous church members.
We received 15 packages of baby wipes, and adult wipes;
diapers in all sizes and several adult accessories. The
Food Pantry workers were thrilled with the donation to be
able to help our clients with babies as well as our senior
clients with accessories in addition to food. Thank you
congregation for your generous spirit of giving.
At the same time we had a request to help a homeless
shelter that was expanding and needed pillows, sheets
and towels. We collected 14 pillows and delivered them
with a heart-felt thank you from the workers at the Shelter.
Again we thank the church for your contribution.
Come join the UMW Tuesday, April 3 at 11:00 a.m. and
hear Rev. Dennis Neenan speak at our General Meeting. This is our Prayer and Self-Denial Program. We will
have lunch following the program. Please sign up at the
Hospitality Hall desk.
We had a special request from the Methodist Women’s
Auxiliary. They are in need of t shirts, pants(sweat
pants are great) and socks. When patients come to the
hospital having some type of trauma they may have to
destroy their clothes, so the Auxiliary provides a new set
of clothes for them to go home. Please leave the items in
the UMW Room 104.
Annual Taste of St. Luke’s coming April 22. If you have
a recipe you would like to include please give or send it
to Pat by April 15. Tickets are $6.00 individual, $20 for a
family of 4 or more. We will be tasting some dishes for
possible offerings for Dining for $$$, later this year.

Kids ages 4-5th grade will continue to meet on Sundays,
4:30-5:00pm for music and fun! Join us weekly through
the first week of May (excluding Easter Sunday).
Youth grades 6-12, if you are interested in singing on April
22 for Youth Sunday, email me
Music Ministries Calendar:
SUNDAY: 10:30, chancel choir warm up for worship
3:30, Wesley Bells, MB, Room 207 (through April 29)
4:30, kids ages 3½- kindergarten, CB 212
Grades 1-5, CB lighthouse room
WEDNESDAY: 6:30-8:00pm, Chancel Choir Rehearsal
If you would like more information on the ensembles listed
above or would like to contribute to the Music Ministry of
St. Luke’s UMC through a memorial or a separate donation, please contact Terri Theil; terri.theil@stlukesumc.org
or (901)452-6262, ext. 103.
HYMN MOMENT
Abolitionist activist Horatio Spafford lived in the Chicago
suburbs with his wife and five children. Then in 1870, his
4-year-old died of scarlet fever, and in 1871 the Great
Chicago Fire destroyed most of his investments (which
were in Chicago real estate).
In 1873, the family wanted to sail to Europe for muchneeded time away from their tragedy and to help in a
revival, but on the day of departure, Horatio had a lastminute business emergency. He sent the family on ahead
and planned to follow on another ship in a few days. Their
ship was struck by another ship and sank in 12 minutes—
the remainder of his four children died and only his wife
was saved and brought to England. He immediately set
sail to be with his wife, and as his ship passed the place
where his daughters drowned, he penned ‘It Is Well’.
What an amazing testament of trusting in God through
overwhelming tragedy. What an amazing Father that He
gives us such comfort.

Safe Sanctuaries Training

There will be a mandatory training for ALL VOLUNTEERS
with Children and Youth on Sunday, April 29 at 12:00pm
(following the 11:00 worship service) in the Lounge. The
training will be specifically focused on educating volunteers
on our policy and should only last about 30 minutes. Please
let Beth or Megan know if you cannot attend so we can
make alternate arrangements.

THANK YOU!!

The food pantry is very grateful for all the baby
wipes, baby diapers and adult diapers that have been
donated. We are blessed with a very thoughtful and
generous congregation.
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continued from page 6

is relevant now and always. We don’t need to jazz up truth.
People matter now. The Gospel matters now. Let’s lead young
adults to the truth of who God is and who we are in Him. Let’s
preach it, live it and be it over and over and over again. Share
the Gospel until your young adults step up to tell others of
God’s love again and again and again.
What now?

Be innovative and take risks. If you don’t know how to do
that, then ask a young adult. Young adults when given
enough encouragement, can and will step up with some
holy risks. This is a generation that gets technology, innovation and improvement – I bet they have some unique
ideas.

After that, expect movement. Consider their ideas, no
matter how wacky or simple they seem. Give them an opportunity to build, to lead, to speak into something and be
heard and valued.
Adapted from 5 Things Young Adults Need from the Church
by Esther Laurie on churchleaders.com

Gifts in Memory

Grady Threadgill from Sarah Jane Tice, Barbara
Caldwell
Sam McHugh from Sarah Jane Tice;
Helen Boening from Her Children: Trish Dianetti &
Greg Boening;
Ted Williams from Stella Day, Mary Evelyn Goodwin,
Barbara Caldwell, Christian Homebuilders Class;
Donnie Hoffman from Amy & Bobby Moore, Larry
& Katie Kaler, Mary Evelyn Goodwin, Sandy Brooks,
Jeanette Nunis & Gore family, Rorie Read, Barbara
Caldwell, Carol Smith, Carolyn Galloway;
Mildred Fields from Opal Hill
John Sadler from Marilyn Sadler

Gifts in Honor

Terri Theil from Doey Barrar
Lynne McAlexander from St. Luke’s UMW
Mai Davis from Maxine Turner
Carla Taylor from Deborah Sanders

RECORD OF LOYALTY
Sunday School March Average

138

Worship Attendance March Average
8:30 Worship		
11:00 Worship		
			

34
197
231

Gifts & Tithes Received
Total for March 2018		

$51,175.37

The Finance Committee met March 19th. We

reviewed the financial statements, discussed the need to
update our internal audit procedures, and brainstormed
ways of having ongoing stewardship for the church. The
stewardship discussion, I believe, was the most interesting
because we see the need of going beyond the dreaded
annual pledge drive. If you are like me, you change the
station on Channel 10 when they have their drive. That’s
because Sue and I give to public radio/television every
year and think their drive must be for others. We do not
want our church to ever think it is for “others”. The committee concluded that we need to have ongoing stewardship and are open for suggestions on how to do this.
Warren Morrison, in the meeting, said he and Ruth address this issue by moving towards tithing. He speaks of
a tithing journey, which through leaps of faith, you can live
with some reasonable extension of giving and eventually get to tithing. He spoke of a friend who started right
away by tithing and never looked back. He sees a direct
connection between the mission of Jesus and tithing: you
cannot have one without the other. He said as you work
toward your tithe, you will never miss the money. He has
discussed tithing with others and it is the same story. If
you want the church to do the work of Jesus—tithe. You
will never miss the money. Then we can do away with the
dreaded annual pledge drive. As Pastor Jim says, “something to think about this week.”
Jerry Whitt

The next Epistle deadline is
Monday, April 23, 2018, 9:00 a.m.
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