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The Epistle
A Message from our Pastor

Blessed to be a Blessing
Genesis 12:1-4: Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go
from your country and your kindred and your father’s
house to the land that I will show you. I will make
of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make
your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will
bless those who bless you, and the one who curses
you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth
shall be blessed.” So Abram went, as the Lord had told
him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five
years old when he departed from Haran.

Do you listen to the Lord?

• What does God say to you?
• Why did God choose Abram?
• Is it possible that Abram was simply the first to listen?
• Are you willing to be like Abram and begin listening
to what God has to say to you?

Have you been blessed?

• What is a blessing?
• Is it safety and warmth? wealth and beauty?
happiness and success?
• Will your life be trouble-free?
• If these things are not happening, if you are always
struggling with money and if pain and suffering are
constant partners, does this indicate in some way
that God’s blessings are not flowing your way?
• Or, are you counting the wrong blessings?
• Is it possible that there is something you are doing
to block the flow of God’s blessings?
• Are God’s blessings like a water faucet?
• Have you stopped the flow of blessings in your life
by not being a blessing in the lives you touch?
• If you are blessed to be a blessing, should your focus
be on your blessings or on the blessings you pour
out in praise and thanksgiving to the world?

Do you take steps of faith?

• The details of where Abram was going or even how
he was going to get there were vague.
• The promises of what would take place should he
choose to go were even vaguer.
• Abram simply “went” without knowing the details.
• Are you able to take steps of faith in your life?
• When God inspires you into a new path, are you a
willing participant or do you hang back and wait for
more details or assurances?
• Are you fearful to follow God when you are not
certain of the destination?
St. Luke’s family, we are blessed to be a blessing.
It is our purpose. This covenant between God and
Abraham is still in effect in our lives today. Everything
God has created us to be is revealed in these verses.
If the actions we choose to take in life are not pointed
outwardly towards helping and loving others, then
they are simply not activities of God! The country,
land, and people to which we desperately grasp and
cling represent the things that God wants us to leave
behind so we can step out in faith and follow Him
into the kingdom of heaven. We are blessed to be a
blessing! It is a phrase that should resound in our ears
and reverberate in our hearts as we listen for the voice
of God in our lives. When we stop to listen and turn
the focus of our lives on God we will find that we are
being led to a wonderful place; a place that only God
can reveal.
Faithfully,
Jim
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Nursery available

Holy Week Services
Palm Sunday, April 14
8:30 and 11 a.m.

Maundy Thursday, April 18
6 p.m.

Good Friday, April 19
6 p.m.
“The Last Words of Christ”
presented by Chancel Choir
and Chamber Orchestra
Nursery available

Easter Sunday, April 21
7:30 a.m., 8:30 and 11 a.m.
Egg Hunt to follow
11 a.m. service
Bring your baskets!

Silver Sneakers

The Silver Sneakers program is bringing fitness,
fun and friends to St. Luke’s! All classes are held
from 9-10 a.m. in the Christian Life Center. Contact
April Carpenter at 378-0504 or april.carpenter@
comcast.net for more information.
The Golden Cross Ministry collects supplies for
move-in kits year round. There is a list of needed
items posted on the Hospitality Hall bulletin board.
Please help us to help seniors be in a community so
they are not alone in this life’s journey.
May is Golden Cross Awareness Month, so please
start collecting your supplies. You can always
donate by sending a text to “seniors” at 44321.
Remember the MISSION is to enhance the quality
of life for all seniors served by Wesley Living.
Upcoming in April is the Celebrating Hope
event. It will be held on April 28 at Christ UMC
in Seabrook Hall. The doors open at 4 p.m. and
the program starts at 4:30 p.m. Tickets are $25
each and a table of eight is $180. Entertainment
is by Mrs. Billie Cash with Kellye Cash and Steve
Cothran. Light refreshments will be served and
there is a raffle. See www.goldencross.org for ticket
information.

Outreach Opportunity
for Sherwood Elementary

It has become a tradition for St. Luke’s to provide
Easter clothes for our adopted school. Many of you
have generously participated. The children have
loved all the outfits.
If you would like to provide a dress (sewn
or bought) sizes 6 through 12, it will be much
appreciated.
Also, you might choose to purchase trousers
and/or shirts sizes 6-14 for boys. If you prefer,
monetary gifts to purchase clothes may be given to
the Business Office marked for Sherwood.
Clothes may be placed in the UMW room
through April 14. Any questions? Contact Barbara
Caldwell at 323-0919.

Music Ministry News
Terri Theil, terri.theil@stlukesumc.org • 452-6262, ext. 103

Were You There?

A Hymn Story by Harry Eskew
Among the rich traditions of American sacred
song, no hymnal is considered complete without
a selection of representative African American
spirituals. This body of song has been described
beautifully by Thea Bowman in her article “The Gift
of African American Sacred Song.”
African men and women brought sacred songs
and chants that reminded them of their homelands
and that sustained them in separation and in
captivity, songs to respond to all life situations,
and the ability to create new songs to answer new
needs . . . preserving a holistic African spirituality
of rhythms and tones and harmonies that
communicated their deepest feelings across barriers
of region and language—in fields and quarters,
at work, in secret meetings, in slave festivals, in
churches, camp meets and revivals, wherever they
met or congregated, consoled and strengthened
themselves and one another with sacred song—
moans, chants, shouts, psalms, hymns, and
jubilees—in the crucible of separation and suffering
African American sacred song was formed.
These African American hymns, widely known
as spirituals, constitute a part of every major
American hymnal. One of the most frequently
published spirituals is “Were You There,” a moving
hymn focusing on the crucifixion of Jesus on the
cross. Although especially appropriate to be sung
on Good Friday, this spiritual fits any service
focusing on the sacrifice of Jesus for the sins of
mankind.

Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree?
Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree?
Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree?
Were you there when the sun refused to shine?
Were you there when the sun refused to shine?
Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble?
Were you there when the sun refused to shine?
Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb?
Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb?
Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb?

St. Luke’s Music Schedule
Chancel Choir: Wednesdays, 6:30-8:00 p.m., Choir
Room. Sings weekly for the 11 a.m. service.
Wesley Bells: Sundays, 3:30-4:30 p.m., Handbell
Room, 2nd floor
Youth Ensemble: (grades 6-12): Sundays, 4:30-5:00
p.m., Choir Room

BABYGARTEN is a free program designed for babies 0-18 months that
provides exposure to language through rhymes, songs, and books. Each
session will also include free play time and crafts such as toys or baby book
items. Attend one or as many classes as you wish. Contact miria.biller@
gmail.com for more information.
Wednesdays, March 27-May 2 • 10 a.m.-noon AND
Sundays, March 31-May 5 • 3-4 p.m.

S t . L u k e ’s

Christian Homebuilders Sunday
School Class Topics
Lenten Study: Embracing the Uncertain
March 31: Rick Sieger
March 31: Bake Sale in CLC Hallway
April 7: Larry Kaler
April 14: Kurt Knotts
April 21: Jim Debo

Saturday, May 25 • 2 - 6 p.m.
Green Space and Gym
The first Greek games were held in
776 BC. The games included running
and throwing objects for distance. We
will have those and many more! Fantastic
food will be served! If you have any game
suggestions or would like to help, contact
Coach Day at david.day@stlukesumc.org

For more information contact Betty Padgett at
bcath25rp@gmail.com.

Did You Know?

Assistive listening devices are available during the
worship services to those needing hearing assistance.
Please ask an usher for assistance.

MEMPHIS CARES
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Sunday, April 7 • 3 p.m. Crump Stadium
A re-creation of the original “Memphis Cares” held April 7, 1968,
after the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Special Guests:
Pastor Roz Nichols, Attorney Mike Cody,
Director Marcos Villa (Latino Memphis),
Rabbi Katie Baumann, and
Imam Sasha Shariff

Master of Ceremonies:
Professor, Journalist, and Author
Otis Sanford

For more information contact Rev. Mark Matheny at 428-4633.

This is a free, multi-faith event, open to the public.

Children’s Ministry
Parenting is not for the faint
of heart. It is also not something
parents should attempt to do alone.
Thankfully, those in the church don’t
have to. They are part of an extended
family—the family of God—that
can play a vital role in the raising of
children.
When a child is baptized, the
church remembers God’s covenant
promise to bless believers and their
children, and it also renews its own
commitment to caring for the children.
How can the church members assist parents in
raising children to know and love the Lord? There
are a number of practical ways:
First, support the children’s ministry in your
church. This includes supporting the church
budget, but also serving in ministries to children.
Second, speak to the children, not just to their
parents. Ask them about their schools, sports,
or hobbies. Through this, relationships of trust
develop that can be vital as the child grows older
and needs other people to talk to besides just mom
and dad.

Terri Theil, terri.theil@stlukesumc.org • 452-6262, ext. 103
Third, older adults can have a profound
impact on the children in the church family by
befriending parents of young children. Many of
these long for mentors who will come alongside
as encouragers and friends. These parents need
someone to remind them that, even when they feel
like they are not succeeding, God is still at work
caring for their children.
Finally, church members can pray for the
children. It takes more than parents to raise a
child. It takes a family—a large family. Thank God
that He has given us the church to be the family of
God and blessed us all with the privilege of raising
children.

Children’s Sunday School: 9:30-10:30 a.m.
Children’s Church for kids ages 3-3rd grade
following Word and Wonder
Kid’s Konnect for kids age 3-5th grade, meets
Sundays in the Lounge from 5:00-6:15 p.m.
A special off-site event is planned for Kids
Konnect in April. See Terri for more details! (No
Kids Konnect on April 21.)
Save the Date! VBS will be held June 10-14.

Easter Egg Hunt
immediately following
11 a.m. service
on Easter Sunday!

Youth and Young Adults
Our Youth
Sunday School
classes (6th-8th
graders and 9th12th graders)
continue to meet
every Sunday. We
will also meet Sunday nights on April 7, 14, and 28
focusing on “Noticing God more in our lives.”
The Youth hosted a 30 Hour Famine on March
29-30 for St. Luke’s, St. John’s and Covenant. We
had a time of modified fasting and studied causes
for hunger around the world and how we can make
a difference!
Our Young Adult Sunday School class continues
to meet in the lounge. The leaders for this group are
Amber and Mark Wofford and Rob and Melinda
Kaler. We also continue to encourage all collegeaged St. Luke’s people to be involved at Wesley
Foundation! Their Community Night is every
Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.
If you know someone who may be interested in
Youth or Young Adult activities, contact Beth Ryan
for more information!

Beth Ryan, beth.ryan@stlukesumc.org • 452-6262, ext. 119

Puerto Rico Team Update:

Our team continues to meet monthly to prepare
for our trip June 15-21!
Would you begin praying for our team by name
this month? Trip participants are:
Carson Blount, Kate Blount, Kelly Blount, Scott
Blount, Brian Campbell, Liam Campbell, David
Carpenter, Sophia Carpenter, Louise Eubank,
Thomas Eubank, Isabelle Goebel, Reed Goebel,
Huey Graham, Denise Hensley, Elizabeth Hensley,
Emma Kaler, Larry Kaler (younger), Sarah
Lawrence, Beth Masters, Miles Masters, Beth Ryan,
Cody Sanford, Ruth Ann Sanford, Brady St. Gelais,
Jonathan St. Gelais, Lisa St. Gelais, Jeremy Sieger,
Mary Sieger, and Rick Sieger.
We are so excited for our team and happy to be in
the final preparations, but we do need your prayers
and appreciate them so much!
Do you know a high school, college or graduate school
graduate that we should honor this spring? Please let Beth
know details so we can recognize them!

Sit & Sew Ministry
The Sit & Sew Ministry of St.
Luke’s has been very busy since
the first of the year. We have made
10 preemie outfits for Methodist
South’s NICU unit and included
10 crocheted baby blankets.
There are 10+ outfits waiting to be finished for the
Regional Medical Center’s NICU. So far, we have
made nine Easter dresses for Sherwood Elementary
by partnering with the Memphis Chapter of the
American Sewing Guild. There are more dresses in
the works and they will be turned in by April 13.
In 2018, we made 263 pillows for the homeless
and those in need. They were given to Room In The
Inn and our guests through our community meals.
Pillows are still being made. If anyone would like to
get involved in community service but do not sew,

we would appreciate help in getting the fabric cut
out. Older children are welcome and sewing lessons
are given. The fabric and patterns are donated. We
have one sewing machine and two sergers that
were also donated.
Also, two evenings in February were spent
teaching our Weblos Scouts how to sew for their
sewing badge.
We meet on the 2nd Saturday of each month from
1-4 p.m. and on the 4th Saturday of each month
from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. One doesn’t need to spend all
of that time as people do come and go.
We are a vital ministry reaching out to the
community as we serve God.
For more information contact Marty Cobb at
324-4943 or martystitches@aol.com.
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St. Luke’s United Methodist Church
480 S. Highland Street
Memphis, Tennessee 38111-4302
Sunday Worship at 8:30 and 11 a.m.
“We are becoming a faithful community of
disciples striving to share the heart, mind,
and hands of Jesus Christ with ALL people.”

Gifts in Memory

Thank You

Wilson Walker from Kristen Dean-Grossman,
Stella Day, Vic and Carole Feisal, Beth and Paul
McCain, Virginia Herren, Maxine Turner and
Patricia Pierce, Rebecca Argall, Jeanne Varnell,
Anita Moore, Lee and Mary Leslie Ramsey,
Sara Jane Tice
Gene Calloway from Hal and Betty Padgett
Betty Fly from Hal and Betty Padgett, Stella Day
Don Day from Vic and Carole Feisal, Tom Eubank
Family, Rorie Read, Hal and Betty Padgett
Carol Smith from Wally and Lynne McAlexander,
Maxine Turner, Rita Richardson, Stella Day, Rorie
Read, Brooke and Price, Stella Day, Tom Eubank
family, Evelyn Horn, Vic and Carole Feisal, Bob
and Janie Hendrix, Ray and Fay Weatherly
Jimmy Edwards from Kristen Dean-Grossman
Eloise Deaton from Mary Lou Cushing
Michael Sanders from Deb Sanders

I would like to personally thank those
that have lightened the load while Vickey
has been out: Virginia Hathorn, Rita
Richardson, Carolyn Galloway, Lynne
McAlexander, Sue Gray, Cathy Bowsher, Joe
Cobb, Rorie Read, Doey Barrar, and the St.
Luke’s staff. Thank you for your support
and help.

Gifts in Honor

Congratulations to Rorie Read on the birth
of twin granddaughters, Ella Grace and
Avery Collins, on March 21. Parents are
Wesley and Courtney Read.

Maggie Scoggins from Angelina Dagastino

Sincerely,
Mary Lou Cushing (aka, Vickey)

Congratulations

Congratulations to Brandon Williams on
the birth of a daughter, Zarie Marie, on
February 26. Brandon works full-time in
security at St. Luke’s.

