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The Epistle
Are You a Captain?
By Kurt Knotts
Former members of the military might have
mixed emotions seeing the term or title “Captain”!
In military situations, regardless of the military
or branch of the military, the position is reserved
for a leader of a group of soldiers/sailors/airmen,
etc. Police and Fire Departments use the title and
position similarly. In all of these examples, the
Captain is a definite point of authority in the overall
chain of command. On the other hand, Captains of
sports teams have more of a motivational and team
building role. Regardless of where or how a captain
serves, leadership is expected.
Do we have captains in the church? Some might
say that committee chairs would be the answer to
that question. It’s true that these lay leaders have
a responsibility to lead a group of people. There
are other members within the congregation that
could be considered captains too. However, being a
“captain” is about being a leader. We do not have to

be a chairperson or be the main coordinator of one
of our many mission and service efforts to be leader.
Leadership is something that can be expressed in so
many wonderful ways.
Can we all be a “Sunday Captain” or “Pew
Captain”? Of course we can! It’s really pretty simple
and can be a definite expression of the love of Christ
that lives within us to be a proud “Pew Captain.”
How is this accomplished?
Sunday or Pew leadership is expressed by
extending a warm welcome to visitors, inviting
visitors to sit with us, inviting members to sit with
us, helping people complete attendance forms
as an expression of our gift of service, making
sure that pastors/lay leaders are aware of people
with mobility issues during communion, fully
participating in the service and letting the joy of
worshipping radiate from our faces.

Wednesday,
March 6 • 6 p.m.
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of
the season of Lent. Lent is a time when we
prepare for Easter by observing a period
of fasting, repentance, moderation and
spiritual discipline.

Upcoming Called General Conference
The Reconciling Committee is aware that many
in our congregation are closely watching the events
leading up to the called General Conference in St.
Louis, February 23-26. The purpose of this special
session of the General Conference is to receive and
act on a report from the Commission on a Way
Forward based on the recommendations of the
Council of Bishops.
The Commission on a Way Forward was
tasked with examining paragraphs in the book
of Discipline concerning human sexuality and
exploring options to strengthen unity of the
church. As we wait for the conference to start, the
Reconciling Committee would like to suggest three
actions we as a church and as individual United
Methodists can take.
First, for the most accurate and up to date
information of the work of this General Conference,
please go to umnews.org. Information regarding
this Conference is changing daily and this website is
doing a good job of reporting the news surrounding
this event.
Second, many church leaders are asking the
membership to pray and fast for all facets of the
Conference. Our Reconciling Committee has
organized a prayer vigil for the Conference. There
is a display in the Hospitality Hall fwhere you can
sign up to participate.
Finally, if you feel so led, write to the delegates
from our conference who will be attending and
voting in this special session. It is helpful for them
to hear from those of us they will be representing.

Their names of the delegates are listed below. If
you have any question or concerns, please feel free
to call Ann Bowsher at 413-6967 or Linda Hensley
at 603-9534.

Memphis Conference Delegates to
the Special Session of the General
Conference

Anyone who wishes to communicate with the
delegation should use this email address: COWF@
memphis-umc.org.

Lay Delegates to
2019 General Conference

David R. Reed, Martin First UMC Elyse Bell, Paris
First UMC
Sandra Burnett, Lone Oak UMC (Alternate
delegate) Isabelle Dillard, St. John’s UMC
(Alternate delegate)

Clergy delegates to
2019 General Conference

Sky McCracken, Jackson First UMC Eddie Bromley,
Jackson First UMC
Autura Eason-Williams, Capleville UMC (Alternate
delegate) Jonathan L. Jeﬀords, St. John’s UMC
(Alternate delegate)

Celebrating 150 Years of United Methodist Women on Sunday, February 24
St. Luke’s UMW is looking forward to celebrating the 150th Anniversary
of the founding of United Methodist Women during both worship services
on Sunday, February 24. Bettye Jo Masters (and special guests) will speak
about “Passing the Torch.” Join us for this special service of worship!
Social action for February focuses on Maternal and Child Health. Please
bring diapers, toilet paper, and food items for the St. Luke’s Food Pantry.
The Metro District UMW Mission Study is Saturday, February
16, at Christ UMC East Ministry Center, 9056 Poplar Pike, Suite 107,
Germantown, TN. Check-in begins at 9 a.m. The study, “Embracing
Wholeness: Earth Perspective for Covenantal Living” led by Heather
Bennett, will convene from 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. including a break for lunch. Registration fee (includes lunch)
is $10. The registration deadline is February 9.

Music Ministry News
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Because the sinless Savior died
My sinful soul is counted free
For God the just is satisfied
To look on him and pardon me.
Do you love the members of your church
enough to minister to them through song? The
New Testament describes singing as a corporate
activity. Singing is an avenue for Christian
love. Love binds everything together in perfect
harmony. Remember, each week we gather as
wounded people to have our spiritual needs met
by the Great Physician, in his mercy, he uses our
songs to tend to our hearts.
We sing because Christ first loved us. We love
because he first loved us. May we do both as we
gather with his bride, the church, throughout this
Lenten season.
Chancel Choir: Wednesdays, 6:30-8:00 p.m.,
Choir Room
Wesley Bells: Sundays, 3:30-4:30 p.m.,
Handbell Room, 2nd floor
Youth Ensemble: (grades 6-12): Sundays, 4:30
p.m., Choir Room

Sit & Sew Ministry

The 2018 goal for St. Luke’s Sit & Sew Ministry
was to make 200 pillows for the homeless. With
the help of about eight American Sewing Guild
members, we made 262 pillows which were given
to those who attend our community meals and also
to our Room In The Inn participants. We continue
to provide pillows monthly for the ladies who
spend the night at St. Luke’s via Room In The Inn.
Polyester fiberfill stuffing is our biggest need.
Our 2019 goal is to focus on making preemie
infant clothing (including burial outfits) for
the NICU at the Regional Medical Center and
Methodist Hospital South NICU. We hope to
provide 15 outfits a month per hospital. So far,
we have completed nine outfits and have 17 more
waiting to be completed. With each outfit, we are
trying to send a blanket, booties, a bonnet and a
prayer. Soft cotton knit fabrics are needed.
If anyone would like to help cut, provide
supplies, or sew these preemie outfits, please call
Marty Cobb at 324-4943.

SPOTLIGHT …

Aurora “Rorie” Holmes Read
Rorie, as she is
affectionately known, is
a St. Luke’s lifer … born
and raised in the St. Luke’s
family. She follows in her
mother’s footsteps (Beulah
Holmes), being active
in the United Methodist
Women, serving as
secretary for the Newman
Class, as well as being the face of St. Luke’s as
receptionist at the Hospitality Desk several days
each week.
Rorie has worked and volunteered at St. Luke’s
for over 40 years. She enjoys visiting St. Luke’s
members, volunteering at the church, and caring for
her grandson, Price.
And Rorie’s life is about to get even more eventful
as she looks forward to her daughter Brooke’s
upcoming wedding AND to the twin baby girls
expected by her son Wesley and his wife Courtney!
Known for her sweet smile and gentle spirit,
Rorie is St. Luke’s.

Welcome New Members!

Gwen Engbretson is a
lifelong Methodist who
was born on a cotton
farm south of Huntsville,
Alabama. After high
school she went to St.
Thomas Nursing School
in Nashville, Tennessee.
In 1962, she joined the Air
Force Nurse Corp then
went on to work in various
hospitals in the Montgomery, Alabama area. In
1969, she married her husband, Wayne Engbretson
and they had two children—a son and a daughter.
Wayne was born in Minnesota on a dairy and grain
farm. His first eight years of school were in a one
room school to which he skied in winter! After
high school he went to the University of North
Dakota, earning a Bachelors in Business. In 1974,
he earned a law degree followed by a masters in
Public Administration. He retired in 1999 with 43
years of government service. Wayne is blind as a
result of macular degeneration. In 2007 they moved
to Bartlett to be closer to their family. They recently
moved to Memphis. Please welcome them to the St.
Luke’s family.

Golden Cross
Senior Ministries

The Golden Cross ministry
continues to collect supplies for move
in kits each month.
The Move In Kit’s list of items needed is on the
bulletin board in the Hospitality Hall. These include
many basic household items.
The cost of each kit is about $300. Golden
Cross believes that 100% of your donations
should go directly to help the seniors and not for
administrative expenses.
You can text a contribution directly to Golden
Cross by using the word Seniors 44321 or make
your contribution to Golden Cross and give to the
business office at St. Luke’s.

Upcoming Events

S U N DAY, F E B RUA RY 1 7
12:00 P.M. • CLC G Y M

BASKETBALL
APPRECIATION
SUNDAY

Attend the 11 a.m. worship with banquet to
follow in the Christian Life Center gym.

All players eat free. The cost is $5 for adults

(13 and older); $3 for children (12 and younger);
under 5 eat free. Family maximum of $20.
See Coach David Day for tickets.

Everyone is invited!

A Celebration of Hope
The first annual Golden Cross Senior Ministries
event on April 28 will renew your outlook, uplift
your spirits and “Celebrate Hope” featuring Mrs.
Billie Cash, renowned author and speaker with
musical entertainment by Kellye Cash and Steve
Cothran. Includes light refreshments and raffle.
Doors open at 4 p.m. and program begins at 4:30
p.m. at Christ United Methodist Church, 4488
Poplar Ave. For tickets go to goldencross.org.
The 19th Annual Golf Classic will be on Thursday,
September 12 at the Windyke Country Club, 8535
Winchester Rd. We are anticipating over 170 golfers
and our amazing sponsors. For more information,
call Golden Cross at 213-1930 or contact Marty
Cobb at 324-4943 or email martystitches@aol.com.

Thank you to everyone who is helping make
Room In The Inn a great success. The next date we
will be hosting at the church is March 9.
For further information contact Jim and Jeanne
Debo at jwdebo1@aol.com, Denise and David
Hensley at thehensleys421@gmail.com, or Pat
Anderson at panderson105@hotmail.com.

The Tuesday Morning Bible Study Group
would like to invite you to join us in attending
a “Beth Moore Event,” Friday, March 29 and
Saturday, March 30, 2019.
There is a Friday evening session from 7:009:30 p.m. and a Saturday morning session from
8:30-12:15. The cost is $59 per person for groups
of 10 or more. Many of us have participated
in Beth Moore’s in-depth Bible studies, but for
those of you unable to attend a weekly study
group, this is a wonderful opportunity to be
inspired by a truly inspirational teacher!
Please contact Amber Wofford at amber@
woffordfamily.net or Susan Dacus at stdacus@
att.net if you would like to attend.

Children’s Ministry
Being a Christian in the arts can
sometimes be tricky. We run the
risk of being prideful as well as
taking ownership of our excellent
performances. How do we keep
ourselves grounded? WE don’t
have that power. But by giving Him
our gifts to use through us for His
glory, we experience the fullness of
our gifts. One way we, as Christian
educators, teach this to kids is by
telling them “you are God’s vessel.” A vessel
holds something that is often useful or beautiful
and pours out to others that usefulness and
beauty. If your vessel is hidden behind someone
or something, it cannot give back. If your vessel is
broken it will need repair. Many vessels together
can bring so much joy to our Father. He does not
judge us by performance rubrics; He loves all that
we offer. But for us to fully give back we must be
intentional about presenting our message with
our best gifts. That means our words must be
understood, our voices should be prepared, our
art needs to reflect his handiwork, and our faces
should reflect His love in our hearts.
Whether your child is a painter, a singer, an
actor, a scholar, an athlete, or just happy to be one
of the many voices in a choir, encourage them to
. . . BE a vessel!
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Children’s Sunday School: 9:30-10:30 a.m.
Children’s Worship at the Lighthouse (ages 3-3rd
grade): Children leave during the first hymn and
go to the lighthouse room on the second floor of
the children’s building. Pick up is immediately
after the 11:00 service.
Kid’s Konnect: Sunday, 5:00-6:15 p.m.
Michaela Young will
be serving as our 2019,
Children’s Ministry intern.
She is 20 years old and
is a native of Memphis.
Michaela is studying
psychology with a minor
in child development at the
University of Memphis.
You can also find her
serving in our Challengers program during the
week.
Having served previously in various children’s
ministry programs before college, she has
extensive experience with kids and has a love for
their welfare and development. Please welcome
her to our St. Luke’s family!

Life Line Screening at St. Luke’s on Friday, March 22
Life Line Screening, a leading provider of communitybased preventive health screenings, will offer their
affordable, non-invasive and painless health screenings at
St. Luke’s in the Christian Life Center on March 22.
Five screenings will be offered that scan for potential
health problems related to: blocked arteries which is a
leading cause of stroke; abdominal aortic aneurysms which
can lead to a ruptured aorta; hardening of the arteries in
the legs which is a strong predictor of heart disease; atrial fibrillation or irregular heart beat which is
closely tied to stroke risk; and a bone density screening, for men and women, used to assess the risk of
osteoporosis.
Register for a Wellness Package which includes 4 vascular tests and osteoporosis screening from $149
($139 with our member discount). All five screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete.
In order to register for this event and to receive a $10 discount please call 1-888-653-6450 or visit
www.lifelinescreening.com/community-partners.

Youth and Young Adults
Youth Ministry is in full swing for the semester!
Our Sunday School classes (6th-8th graders and
9th-12th graders) continue to meet every Sunday.
We will also meet for Sunday nights on February
10, 17, and 24 focusing this month on Missions and
why it is so important to our faith journey.
Our Young Adult Sunday School Class continues
to meet in the Lounge. The Leaders for this group
are Amber and Mark Wofford and Rob and Melinda
Kaler.
Our connection to Wesley Foundation continues
to grow! Our lovely UMW ladies prepared dinner
for them on January 29 and it was enjoyed by all.
If you know someone who may be interested in
Youth or Young Adult activities, contact Beth Ryan
for more information!

Mission Trip to Puerto Rico Update

Our Puerto Rico Team of 27 has grown to 29! We
began our monthly preparation meetings in January
and will meet each month preparing our hearts and
minds for the work and experience ahead of us!
We thank you so much for your continued support!
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The Youth had a great time at the United Methodist
Metro Youth Gaga Tournament! We had about
50 youth from around the city participate! (Ross
McKinney and Liam Campbell from St. Luke’s).

Wednesdays, March 13, 20, 27; April 3 and 10
Join us for a light supper in the Fellowship Hall
from 5:15-6:00 p.m. followed by a meditative
service led by Rev. Jim McKinney and Rev. Harry
Colter in the sanctuary from 6:00-6:30 p.m.

For dinner reservations, call the church office or sign up at Hospitality Hall. Cost is $5 each.
If you cannot attend the dinner, please join us in the sanctuary for
a time of reflection and prayer at 6 p.m.
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St. Luke’s United Methodist Church
480 S. Highland Street
Memphis, Tennessee 38111-4302
“We are becoming a faithful community of
disciples striving to share the heart, mind,
and hands of Jesus Christ with ALL people.”

Gifts in Memory

Jimmy Edwards from Evelyn Horn
Calvin Pierce from Evelyn Horn
Margaret Tobias from Thursday Morning Small
Group

Gifts in Honor

Bettye Jo Masters’ birthday from Red Letter Class
Coach David Day from Joe and Marty Cobb

Prayer Requests

To submit or update a prayer request, please fill
out the yellow prayer card in the pew pocket and
place it in the offering plate or send an email to
Janie Hendrix at janie.hendrix@icloud.com.

All are Welcome at St. Luke’s!
Worship on Sundays: 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School classes: 9:30 a.m.

Fellowship Time: 10:30 a.m. Join us in the
Hospitality Hall for coffee, donuts, and fellowship!
(Between Sunday School and worship.)

Ministry Staff

Jim McKinney, Pastor
Harry Colter, Pastoral Assistant
Terri Theil, Music Ministry/Children’s Ministry
Wes Kirkpatrick, Organist
David Day Sr., Christian Life Center and Senior Adults
Vickey Hobbs, Business Manager
Ashley Scott, Challengers
Beth Ryan, Youth/Young Adult Ministry
Tim Taylor, Facilities Manager
Donna Thurmond, Communications/Event Coordinator
Amy Turman, Day School
To contact staff by email:
(first name).(last name)@stlukesumc.org

