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The Epistle

Exodus 14:10-15
As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and
there were the Egyptians advancing on them. In great
fear the Israelites cried out to the Lord. They said to
Moses, “Was it because there were no graves in Egypt
that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness?
What have you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt?
Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, ‘Let
us alone and let us serve the Egyptians’? For it would
have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to
die in the wilderness.” But Moses said to the people,
“Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance
that the Lord will accomplish for you today; for the
Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see
again. The Lord will fight for you, and you have only
to keep still.” Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why do
you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward.
Though caught between the Pharaoh and the deep
Red Sea, Moses did not give up, he did not quit, he
did not throw in the towel. He trusted God and went
forward.
When trouble suddenly erupts in our lives, we can
remember Moses at the Red Sea. He didn’t have all the
answers, but he did stay in communication with God,
and he did go forward, and he did do the best that he
knew to do—and he did trust God to bring it out right.

Some year ago, I attended a cooperative parrish
service in an African-American church and I was
moved by the prayer of the minister. He was an older
man and he had evidently just recently gone through
some kind of trouble. Although it was many years ago
I can still remember his prayer.
“Dear Lord, we thank you for being with us during this
difficult time. When Moses and the children of Israel
were caught at the Red Sea, you didn’t lead them over
it, or around it, or under it, you led them through it.
And now in the same way, when we are in trouble, you
don’t lead us over it, or around it, or under it. No Lord
you lead us through it, and we thank you for that. We
thank you, Lord, for our deliverance.”
He then said: “Amen” and sat down. I said “Amen”
in my heart.
St. Luke’s family, as we deal with the storms and
problems that we have to face, my hope and prayer
is that we will remember Moses at the Red Sea...and
strengthened by that we will not retreat or hide or feel
sorry for ourselves, or look for someone to blame, but
rather we will be able to hold hands and go forward
trusting God to be with us and trusting God to bring it
out right.
Faithfully,
Jim

Under the leadership of Ann Bowsher and Linda
Hensley, the Reconciling Ministries Committee
(RNC) of St. Luke’s UMC in connection with
Reconciling Ministries Network (RMN) started
the new conference year off with a meeting on
Sunday June 9, with about 30 of our diverse group
in attendance. This committee is open to anyone in
the church, including youth and adults, male and
female, gay and not gay, rich and not rich, married
and/or not married, who desire to participate in
the conversation regarding the UMC’s stand on
inclusivity of the LGBTQ community in all aspects
of church ministry and membership.
On a historical note, RMN is not a “pop up”
organization. An outgrowth of the “Welcoming
Congregations Organization” of the 1980s, RMN
sought and seeks the “inclusion of people of all
sexual orientations and gender identities in the
policies and practices of the United Methodist
Church.” The church had added a statement to
the Book of Discipline that says that “no selfavowed, practicing homosexual shall be ordained
or appointed in the UMC,” a traditional and multifaceted statement in and of itself, and therein lies
the rub. The RMN, including our committee, and
many more progressive UMC members feel that
the time has come to affect a change in that position
and in that wording or at the very least to eliminate
the wording altogether. Our committee fully
embraces the need for such a change.
At our June 9 meeting, Michael Masters provided
a few details about Annual Conference 2019. He
pointed out that it was exciting to see a number of
young people (especially high school and college
age students) attending conference meetings.
A major detail of Conference business included
the upcoming merger of our conference with
the Tennessee Conference at the Jurisdictional
Conference in 2021. That merger will result in
six delegates going to that Conference (two from
Memphis and four from the Tennessee Conference).

Michael noted that the issue of inclusivity and the
results of the called General Conference earlier this
year did not really come up until Tuesday (last day
of Annual Conference). While many people were/
are still shocked and saddened by the results of the
“called” conference, their commitment to seek a
“way forward” that would encourage an evolution
of thought and a more progressive movement in
the church has not been stymied. We all recognize
that change takes time, but we must persevere
prayerfully as we contemplate what comes next for
the church.
Linda Hensley reported that Memphis Next
is a body of 10 lay and clergy persons chosen to
represent the Memphis Conference in the work of
discovering what Centrists and Progressives feel
God is calling us to now, since there is no clear plan
for moving forward. Some people believe that the
church should be held together and reformed from
within; others feel that a new Methodist Church
should be formed. A Memphis Next meeting will be
held at St. John’s UMC on August 9 (10 a.m.-6 p.m.)
to continue the conversation, and all are welcome.
Another meeting at the Church of the Resurrection
in Kansas City will be held in September with three
members per church invited to attend.
We of the St. Luke’s RMC voted on June 9 to
officially affiliate with the Reconciling Ministries
Network. As far as the work we are doing and hope
to do, please note the following.
Welcoming signs (with the approval of the Board
of Trustees) have been placed at the entrances
to our parking area on both sides of the church,
making clear that ALL are indeed welcome here in
this place. In addition, the message “Love Wins”
with a rainbow-colored background appears on our
electronic sign in front of St. Luke’s. Further, we
hope to make signage inside the church building
clearer about our welcoming stance, including the
addition of rainbow-colored ribbons to our greeters’
badges and the visible posting of our Welcoming
Statement on our electronic sign in Hospitality
Hall and throughout the church. Further, we have
committed to making our RMC presence known
at St. Luke’s through publications such as the
Epistle and Sunday bulletins. We are committed
to learning how we can “most effectively interact
with and support LGBTQ community groups, such
as OUT Memphis and Focus Magazine.” Several
RMC members will participate in the Memphis
Pride march on September 28. Finally, St. Luke’s
RMC will meet again on Sunday August 4. All are
welcome.

The Craft Club started in 2012 with just a $15
donation. Since then, the Craft Club has donated over
$12,000 to St. Luke’s and other various ministries
such as the Christian Life Center, Prayer Shawl
Ministries, Saturday Night Supper, and many others.
Handcrafted jewelry, crocheted dolls, hats, scarves,
and homemade greeting cards and decor—these are
just some of the items the Craft Club has made over
the years. Many items have been donated that we’ve
been able to reuse and make over.
The Craft Club sells their wares at our annual craft
fair and other locations. They are always open for any
donation you wish to provide.
Coming from humble beginnings, we are now
making one-of-a-kind original jewelry and crafts.
We would love for anyone to come visit and share
their ideas and expertise. The Craft Club meets every
Thursday at 1:00 p.m. in Room 103 in the Christian
Life Center building.—Alice Roberts, avonlola@aol.com

Join “The Fun Bunch” on Road Trip
to Boyhood Home of Johnny Cash
Come with us to historic Dyess, Arkansas, on
Wednesday, July 11, to see the boyhood home of
Johnny Cash and enjoy lunch at the famous Wilson
Cafe. Admission to the museum is $8; lunch is $8$12. We’ll leave about 8:45 a.m. and return around
3:00 p.m. Make your reservations by Monday, July
8. Questions? Contact Jim Debo at
755-1766 or jwdebo1@aol.com.

Scheduling Events or
Meetings at St. Luke’s

Since St. Luke’s is now working with an outside
security firm, we are requesting that you submit
your requests for meeting or event space at least
one week in advance.
While there is some flexibility during normal
office hours, this becomes more problematic on
evenings, Saturdays, and Sunday afternoons, as
security staff is scheduled based on calendared
events. Also, please let us know as soon as possible
if your event or meeting needs to be cancelled.
An exception will be allowed for SPRC, Finance,
Trustees, and Church Council in the event of an
emergency called meeting.
Please email donna.thurmond@stlukesumc.org if
you have any questions about the church calendar.
Thank you for your help!

A New Church
Directory is Coming!
Beginning in August, we will be taking
photos on Sundays and during the week for
our new church directory! Signup sheets for
photography times will be available soon. We
are producing this directory using the webbased software, instantchurchdirectory.com.
You will not be asked to purchase photographs!
You also have the option to email a family or
individual photo to use.
A traditional, printed directory will be
available in addition to a mobile app and an
online directory that will allow you to view
and search members. Your Instant Church
Directory account is protected by a username
and password that only you should know.

United Methodist Women
The United Methodist Women will be publishing
a new cookbook to celebrate our 150 years. We
would like for you to share your favorite recipes
with us. It could be your mothers, grandmothers,
aunts, or a famous chef recipe. We are looking for
150 recipes.
Our deadline for submitting recipes is
August 11. Please bring your written, printed,
or copied recipes to Hospitality Hall desk and
place them in the folder in the UMW box in the
gray cabinet. You may also send your recipes to
panderson105@hotmail.com. EVERYONE is invited
to share.

Pat Anderson, panderson105@hotmail.com • 489-3757
The United Methodist Women
will be discussing the book Cured
but Not Healed, by Kymberly
Clemons-Jones, M.D., on Tuesday,
July 23 at 6 p.m. A light meal
($5) will be served and the book
discussion will begin at 6:30
p.m. in Fellowship Hall. This is a
wonderful study on experiencing
a deeper faith on your journey with God.
If you would like a book, ($15) contact Pat
Anderson. Everyone is invited to participate and
share in this experience.

Volunteers Still Needed July 8-11
We still need a couple of volunteers for
Wednesday and Thursday to read with the kids.
The bus will be leaving St.
Luke’s each morning at 8:45
a.m. for Scenic Hills UMC, and
will return at 12:45 p.m.
Thank you to those who
have signed up to provide
dinner! There may still be two dates available if
anyone else is interested.
On July 7, William Georgia, the PT intern who
we support, will be speaking about his experience
by Marty Cobb
The Golden Cross Ministry is alive and well at
St. Luke’s UMC! We continue collecting supplies
for Move-In kits all year round.
A list of needed items are on the Hospitality
Hall bulletin board as well as in the main hallway
near the sanctuary steps.
I want to give a HUGE thank you to all who
generously give so our seniors can have a place
to call home. 100% of all donations go directly to
the seniors. For more information on this ministry
please call Marty Cobb at 324-4943.
* * *
St. Luke’s Sit & Sew Ministry is hoping to
create a more permanent sewing space within
our church to work and have all of the sewing
supplies together. Private sewing lessons as well as

this summer. We are still taking donations for his
support. Please send your donations to the church
in care of the Business Office and
marked for Project Transformation
or place them in the offering plate
on Sunday.
Thank you again for your
generous support for Project
Transformation this year! Please contact me with
any questions.
Carla Taylor
cstaylor.design@gmail.com or 619-7982
community service projects (pillows for Room In
The Inn and our homeless guests), preemie infant
clothing for the hospitals, and other projects keep
me busy.
Also, I do alterations, hems, zipper repairs,
and other needed sewing for our faith family and
church.
In lieu of payment, I encourage all to donate
to St. Luke’s for the lessons and clothing repairs.
We are fortunate to have two sewing machines
plus two sergers for usage. Of course with this
equipment, fabric and sewing supplies, storage is
needed. For now, we take up a good size amount
of the Hospitality Hall closet.
If you are interested in learning more about St.
Luke’s sewing ministry, or are interested in taking
lessons, or need clothing repairs done, please call
me at 324-4943.

PUERTO RICO 2019

We arrived safely and
enjoyed some beach views.

Our Puerto Rico Christian
School team prepares the site for
new permanent showers.

Our Iglesia Metodista Carlos
Wesley team has been working
hard to prep the roof for sealing,
pressure washing for painting,
painting an office, and
yard clearing.

Our team enjoyed a
few hours in San Juan.

We loaded up to head home
with full and happy hearts.
We loved our partner church.

PUERTO RICO 2019

Our team has finished its work!
We are headed to the beach for a
few hours of fun and relaxation.
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St. Luke’s United Methodist Church
480 S. Highland Street
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Sunday Worship at 8:30 and 11 a.m.
“We are becoming a faithful community of
disciples striving to share the heart, mind,
and hands of Jesus Christ with ALL people.”

Gifts in Memory

Chuck Hensley from Tom and Diane Jones, Danny
and Laura Greer, Amy and Bob Moore, Marcy
Mittelstadt, St. Luke’s Chancel Choir, Mary Frances
Hall, Steve and Barbara Scarborough, Carolyn
Galloway, Vic and Carole Feisal, Barbara Caldwell,
Betty Carter, Steven and Margaret Dean, Rita
Richardson, Mrs. James D. Pearson, Karen Kinney,
Karen Udovich, Dan, Becky, Beth and Jonathan
Hoag, Vickey Hobbs, Mary Lou Cushing, Ruth and
Warren Morrison, Thursday Morning Small Group,
Virginia Hathorn, Lisa and Brad Taylor, Stella Day
Cwell Martin from Maggie Scoggins
Carol Smith from Vickey Hobbs
Deborah May from Vickey Hobbs, Mary Lou Cushing
Dan Goodwin from Vickey Hobbs
Betty Fly from Vickey Hobbs
Don Day from Vickey Hobbs
Wilson Walker from Vickey Hobbs
Posey Smith from Vickey Hobbs, Mary Lou Cushing,
Ruth and Warren Morrison
George Liddell from Anonymous
Wayne Engbretson from Betty Carter
Amina Al-Chokhachi from Mary Lou Cushing

Gifts in Honor

R.A. Marine from Anonymous
Harry and Bette Colter from Deb Sanders
Bernice Humphrey from Deb Sanders
Betty Northcross from Deb Sanders

School Supplies Needed for
Sherwood Elementary

Suggested items include: wide-lined notebook
paper, #2 pencils, 24 pack of crayons or box of
colored pencils, 70 sheet wide-lined one subject
notebooks, black composition books, pocket folders
with brads, box of fat colored markers, flat pink
erasers, bottles of white glue, red pens, black pens,
paper clips, dry erase markers
Please leave your donations in the boxes labeled
Sherwood School supplies in the elevator lobby
on the first floor. Monetary donations are always
welcome, made payable to St. Luke’s designated
for Sherwood School supplies. Thank you for your
continued support.—Barbara Caldwell, 323-0919

Vacation Bible School 2019

Thank you to everyone who lifted up prayers, donated items,
and gave of their time and talents to make “ROAR” VBS
such a success! We raised over $450 dollars for World Vision,
which is over $5,000 in Zambian currency! We had 104 kids
that attended along with 21 adult volunteers and 18 youth.

Mark Your
Calendars!

• Sunday School Promotion
Sunday is August 18!
• KID’S KONNECT
resumes Sunday, August
18 at 5:00 p.m.

