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The Epistle
The Day of Pentecost: Sunday, June 9, 2019
“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends
of the earth” (Acts 1:8)
I believe Jesus chose ordinary people as His
disciples—and did so on purpose. If Jesus had
chosen a dozen geniuses, we would be dazzled by
their wit and wisdom. If He had chosen a dozen
master orators, we would be
dazzled by their oratory. But
Jesus chose ordinary men like
fishermen and tax collectors.
Some scholars think these
12 were great men from the
beginning, just waiting for an
opportunity to shine. But were
they really all that great? There
was Peter, who denied Jesus;
Thomas, who doubted Jesus,
and Judas, who betrayed Jesus.
There were James and John, who
jockeyed to get the best seats in
the house when Jesus came into His kingdom. In
other words, James and John were ambitious and
rather selfish.
And then there were the rest. I would be
surprised if we could name the rest of the 12
apostles. Many were quite obscure and we know
little about them. I have named Peter, James, John,
Thomas, and Judas—five of the more prominent
apostles. The other seven were Andrew, Philip,
Bartholomew, Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus,
Simon the Zealot, and Judas the son of James.
Now those don’t sound like the 12 greatest men
ever known, do they? We know practically nothing
about several of them. But those 12 apostles and
some other disciples gathered at Pentecost and
changed the world. They planted the seed of the

church and got the church started by baptizing
3,000 people, and then proceeded to spread the
Gospel until it engulfed the whole of the Roman
Empire.
How did they do that? Was it because they were
great? Was it because they were well trained? No!
They were able to turn the world upside down,
because they were Spirit-powered—God-powered.
It wasn’t that the disciples were great, but that
they were serving a great God.
It was God’s Holy Spirit who
was responsible for the miracles
at Pentecost. The disciples were
simply God’s instruments being
used by God’s Holy Spirit.
St. Luke’s family, we too have
God’s Holy Spirit living in us.
We too are God-Powered—
Spirit-powered. We too have the
potential to change the world,
not because we’re great, but
because the God whom we serve
is great.
You might not feel like you have accomplished
much, or that there is any reason to hope that you
might do so. But I will close with words of Helen
Keller that are appropriate for people like us—
ordinary people.
She said:
“I long to accomplish a great and noble task, but
it is my chief duty to accomplish small tasks as if
they were great and noble. Green, the historian,
tells us that the world is moved along, not only
by the mighty shoves of its heroes, but also by the
aggregate of the tiny pulses of each honest worker.”
Faithfully,
Jim

Music Ministry News
Moses George Hogan (March 13, 1957-February
11, 2003) was an American composer and arranger
of choral music. He was best known for his settings
of Negro spirituals. Hogan was a pianist, conductor,
and arranger of international renown. His works
are celebrated and performed by high school,
college, church, community, and professional choirs
today. He died at the age of 45 of a brain tumor, and
his surviving relatives include his mother, brother,
and four sisters.
One of his most beautiful arrangements of
a spiritual is Give me Jesus. I first came across
his words 20 years ago and had an immediate
attraction to his arranging. Give Me Jesus is a fairly
old hymn, originating as an African-American
spiritual written during the time of slavery in the
United States. The lyrics of Give Me Jesus are simple,
but poignant. Whether we be in tragedy or triumph,
whether we are weathering storms or counting
treasures we, as Christians, should desire Jesus
more than all? The thought that Give Me Jesus was
written by people stripped of all dignity and every
human possession says so much about what Jesus
is, what He can give, and His very nature.
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Give Me Jesus
In the morning, when I rise, In the morning, when I rise
In the morning, when I rise, Give me Jesus.
Give me Jesus, give me Jesus.
You can have all this world, give me Jesus.
Dark midnight was my cry, dark midnight was my cry
Dark midnight was my cry, give me Jesus.
Oh when I come to die, oh when I come to die,
Oh when I come to die, give me Jesus.
Give me Jesus, nobody but Jesus.
You can have all of this world,
Give me Jesus.

Choir Rehearsals

St. Luke’s Chancel Summer Choir will rehearse
Wednesdays through June at 6:30 p.m. in the Choir
Room. July 3, 10, 17, 24—NO REHEARSALS.
Rehearsals will resume JULY 31!

School Supplies for
Sherwood Elementary

TROOP 40 had three new young men cross over
into the troop from Pack 40: Trace Hartman, Sachin
Prahalathan, and Luke Woods. Also joining the
troop is Denosic (DJ) McClatchey from Pack 200.
The entire troop is planning to attend summer
camp at Kia Kima Scout Reservation in Hardy,
Arkansas, June 23-29 to grow as a troop and earn
some great merit badges!—Jonathan St. Gelais
Scoutmaster, Troop 40, stgelaisfamily@gmail.com

Suggested items include:
• wide-lined notebook paper
• #2 pencils
• 24 pack of crayons or box of colored pencils
• 70 sheet wide-lined one subject notebooks
• black composition books
• pocket folders with brads
• box of fat colored markers
• flat pink erasers
• bottles of white glue
• Red pens
• Black pens
• Paper clips
• Dry erase markers
Please leave your donations in the boxes labeled
Sherwood School supplies in the elevator lobby
on the first floor. Monetary donations are always
welcome, made payable to St. Luke’s designated
for Sherwood School supplies. Thank you for your
continued support.—Barbara Caldwell, 323-0919

Fifth Sunday Festivale!
June 30, 12 noon., Fellowship Hall
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Golden Cross Ministry
We are still collecting items for the the senior
ministry’s Move In Kit. A list of items needed is
available at www. goldencross.org.
At our May Key Women’s program, I learned
of another vital ministry of Golden Cross called
Wesley Living Home Care. Jeff Hanover, the
Director, spoke of the non-medical home care
services provided by this ministry. It is a faith based
nonprofit arm of the Golden Cross Ministry that
provides in-home care for seniors, allowing them
to stay in their homes. It also provides respite for
caregivers, light housekeeping, transportation to
and from appointments, and even shopping trips.
This is billed through one’s insurance, Medicaid
Choices, the VA program or private pay. For more
information contact Jeff Hanover at 380-4902.—
Marty Cobb, Key Woman

Hear the stories and celebrate the return
of our youth and adults from their
June 15-21 mission trip to Puerto Rico.
Immediately following our 11 a.m. service,
we’ll gather in the Fellowship Hall to share
potluck dishes and learn how this experience
has impacted the lives of our mission team
members. Please bring a dish of your
choice and prepare to be inspired!

United Methodist Women
The Methodist Auxiliary is asking for sweatpants
for patients because their pants had to be cut off in
order to facilitate medical procedures. Please bring
to the UMW Room. We’re also looking for recipes—
old and new! Our new cookbook will be published
before Christmas. Send or give your recipes to Pat
Anderson, Bette Colter, or Phyllis Gay. You’ll be
hearing more about this!
Patricia Bradley will join us to discuss her latest
book, Justice Delivered, on Tuesday, June 25. Patricia
is a delight! On Tuesday, July 23, we’ll be discussing
a UMW reading selection, Cured but not Healed. For
both events, join us for dinner at 6 p.m. (only $5).
The discussion will begin at 6:30 p.m.
For more information contact Pat Anderson at
489-3757 or panderson105@hotmail.com.

Road Trip to the Boyhood Home of Johnny Cash

Come with us to historic Dyess, Arkansas, on Wednesday, July 11,
to see the boyhood home of Johnny Cash and enjoy lunch at the
famous Wilson Cafe. Admission to the museum is $8; lunch is $8-$12.
We’ll leave about 8:45 a.m. and return around 3:00 p.m. Make your
reservations by Monday, July 8. Questions? Contact Jim Debo at
755-1766 or jwdebo1@aol.com.
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Children’s Ministry
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It’s clearly a new day when it comes to planning
out our kids’ summer. Many of our kids are in
more than one camp, have a list of summer reading
books, and school registration hits us earlier each
year!
Here’s how it went in my
house as a kid, and probably
yours: Vacation Bible School
in June. That was the plan.
We may have had a vacation
outside of the city, but
certainly not every year. With
four kids, my parents kept
it pretty simple. You played
outside most of the daylight
hours, and often after dark,
if there happened to be a game of flashlight tag
going on. We would slather on the Coppertone,
make sure the Kool-Aid was in the Tupperware
popsicle maker in the freezer, and head out to
meet the other neighborhood kids. In the words
of a famous ‘80s icon—“those were the best days
of my life.” Okay, maybe not the best, but pretty
good. It seems logical, yet every year we fight that
notion and fill up our kids’ summers with lots of
activities and set their calendars like they are CEOs
of a fortune 500. Yes, our kids love the camps and
all the activities, but they also crave down time.

One of my friends said they make a point to stay
up late, ignore set bedtimes, swim after dark, catch
fireflies, eat dinner outside, and disregard any set
schedule. That’s their way of having extra time
together and truly enjoying each other’s company.
Whether your family likes to
camp, read, travel, or simply
just do nothing together,
summer is the time to regroup
and get back to the basics of
family bonding that are often
put on the back-burner by the
demands of the school year.
After VBS is over, consider
another 1980s summer
favorite of mine—tanning,
which involved baby oil, scorching sun, Sun-in, and
some Eagles in the background. Okay, so maybe
not . . . but let’s say no to overscheduling and the
need to be “busy” and yes to letting kids be kids
and ending our summers rested and ready to tackle
another school year, both physically and spiritually.
I would like to thank each of the volunteers for
their time with Children’s Church this past year!
Please see the article about Children’s Church from
Lynne McAlexander.

Sit & Sew

One of my special projects
was to repair a well loved
stuffed rabbit who was in need
of a serious skin graft and some
clothing. After two days with
hand sewing, this rabbit was
ready to go off to college with
his owner. This is just some of
the fun stuff that we do in Sit &
Sew. We appreciate all donations
whether it is fabric, notions, or
clothing items, we find a home for it. If you want
to learn to sew, make a special one of a kind gift,
need hemming or basic clothing alterations, please
contact me.—Marty Cobb, 324-4943

Sit & Sew in its 11th year continues to meet twice
a month at St. Luke’s on the 2nd Saturday from
1:00-4:00 p.m., and on the 4th Saturday from 10
a.m.-5 p.m. Sometimes, we even schedule extended
times during the week to meet the needs of those
within the church who want to learn to sew.
Right now, we are working on alterations for
church members, teaching sewing lessons, and
making preemie burial clothing for Methodist
South Hospital and the Regional Medical Center. In
March, we gave 25 outfits to Methodist South and
in April, we gave 23 outfits to the Regional Medical
Center’s NICU. With the clothing are baby blankets,
little socks and caps.

COMING IN JULY: Wacky Wednesdays for Kids!

Celebrating First Year of Children’s Worship

Pump It Up was a happening place on May 19 as
we celebrated the first year of Children’s Worship
at the Lighthouse. The kids had a blast sliding,
jumping and climbing. We have lots of fun on
Sunday mornings too, as we worship God together
on a child’s level through praise music, creative
telling of Bible truths, and a variety of worship
elements. Children ages 3 through 3rd grade are
always welcome.
We want to take this opportunity to let all of
our families know how much we have enjoyed
worshipping with this delightful group of children.
Each of them is truly a blessing, and we look
forward to continuing to be with them on Sunday
mornings. Also, we are so grateful to the 14 young
people who have served as our worship assistants

this year. Simply put, their consistent help is
invaluable, and we could not do this program
without their energy and commitment.
Thanks to Brady St. Gelais, Elizabeth Hensley,
Isabelle Goebel, Kate Blount, Louise Eubank, Luke
Goebel, Margaret Sieger, Meredith Patterson, Ryan
Holloman, Sophia Carpenter, Sophie Patterson, and
Thomas Eubank. Please help us thank them for their
love and care of those who are younger than them.
We look forward to seeing your children
in Children’s Church this summer and going
forward.—Lynne McAlexander

Children’s Worship Team:

Carla Taylor, Emily Campbell, Lisa St. Gelais,
Mary Sieger, and Lynne McAlexander

Volunteers Needed July 8-11 for Project Transformation
We will need
10-12 volunteers
each morning
to read with the
kids. A bus will
be leaving St. Luke’s each morning at 8:45 a.m.
for Scenic Hills UMC, and will return at 12:45
p.m. Please sign up on the Project Transformation
poster in Hospitality Hall or contact Carla Taylor
at cstaylor.design@gmail.com or 619-7982
We also need volunteers (usually groups of
4 to 5 people) to provide dinner for the Project

Transformation interns. All dinners will be
served at the Wesley Foundation for 26 to 30
people. Available dates are June 23, 30, July 1, 2,
3, 7, 10, 11, 22. Please contact Carla Taylor if you
would like to provide dinner.
Also, St. Luke’s is committed to support one
intern for the summer in the amount of $2,000.
If you would like to donate to this cause, please
send your donation to the church in care of
the Business Office and marked for Project
Transformation.

The Epistle

St. Luke’s United Methodist Church
480 S. Highland Street
Memphis, Tennessee 38111-4302
Sunday Worship at 8:30 and 11 a.m.
“We are becoming a faithful community of
disciples striving to share the heart, mind,
and hands of Jesus Christ with ALL people.”

Gifts in Memory

Deborah May from Maxine Turner and
Alice Roberts
Posey Smith from the Red Letter Class and
Miller and James Delgadillo
Frank Hill from Opal Hill
Chuck Hensley from Dot Dockey, Maxine Turner,
Carol and family, Bob and Janie Hendrix,
Marilyn Sadler, Wally and Lynne McAlexander,
Mary Evelyn Goodwin, Sarah Jane Tice
Vera Mewson from Deborah “Deb” Ann Sanders

Gifts in Honor

Tim Taylor from Jeff and Stephanie Anderson
Mark Wofford from Dot Dickey
Pat Anderson from Lawrence Taylor and
Deborah “Deb” Ann Sanders
Please pray for our group that will be going
to Puerto Rico June 15-21 to serve alongside
church leaders and partners in
ministering to the local community.

Need Medical Equipment?

Whether your medical need is temporary or
permanent, check out our supply at St. Luke’s!
There is no charge for borrowing the equipment.
Please contact Cindy Mullins at 269-589-7414 or
cindy.mullins@icloud.com for more information.
Items currently available: walkers, walking boots,
portable potty chairs, shower chairs, crutches,
canes, and wheelchairs
______________________________________________
Dear St. Luke’s Friends and Loved Ones,
I cannot thank you enough for all the prayers, cards
and feelings of love I received when I was ill. I am so glad
to be back and have missed you all!—Vickey Hobbs
Dear Friends,
Thank you for all of your expressions of care and
concern for me these last few few weeks. Your prayers,
calls, cards, and offers of help have meant more to me
than I can ever express. Each of you is very special to me,
and I love you all.—Virginia Hathorn

