August 2019, Volume 54, Issue 8

United Methodist Church
480 S Highland, Memphis, TN 38111

480 S. Highland
Mem-phis, TN 38111-4302
901-452-6262 • www.stlukesumc.org
Rev. Jim McKinney, Pastor

The Epistle
In his book, Gracias! Henry Nouwen told of meeting Mother
Teresa—sitting down with her to tell her his problems and
struggles and to ask her advice.
After listening to his struggles, Mother Teresa said:
“If you spend one hour a day in contemplative prayer, and
never do anything which you know is wrong, you will be all
right.”
That sounds like a platitude, doesn’t it! Pray and live according
to your faith, and everything will be OK. Too simple? Maybe! But
I believe that Mother Teresa was telling Nouwen that prayer and
disciplined living would keep him safe in a kosmos world—a
world very eager to see him stumble.
What did Nouwen think of her advice? He said:
“With these words she answered none as well as all of my
problems at the same time. It was now up to me to be willing to move to the place where that answer
could be heard.”—Jim McKinney

NEW Adult Sunday School Class
Begins September 8
If you are not currently active in a Sunday School
class, we urge you to attend this new class, Covenant
Living, that begins September 8 at 9:30 a.m. in Room
312 in the main building.

Covenant Living
This class will focus on living a vibrant, spiritual
life that encompasses those things that matter most.
We will be exploring what those things are through
living out the promises God has made to us through
biblical discussion, prayer, and fellowship. We will
look to enlighten our minds and enlarge our hearts
so that we may be the more authentic hands and
feet of Christ.

A New Church
Directory is
Coming!

Beginning August 11,
we will be taking photos
on Sundays and during
the week for our new
church directory! Signup
sheets are available at
Hospitality Hall or you may sign up online at
www.stlukesumc.org.
Photos will be taken by staff and volunteers.
You will not be asked to purchase a photo, but you
will receive a digital file at no charge!
A small photo studio has been set up in the
Chapel. Contact donna.thurmond@stlukesumc.org
for more information or to set up a time to have
your photo made during office hours.

Manna SNACK BAGS for
Hungry People on Memphis Streets
St. Luke’s men’s group,
through the leadership
of David Day and Steve
Ragsdale, began the Manna
bag program, to meet the
need of hungry people on our
Memphis streets.
It is an unfunded budget
item, supported only by
volunteer contributions.
You may either place a
contribution in the Sunday morning offering
designated for the Manna snack bag program, or
leave requested food items at the hospitality desk.
The little brown bags are stapled with a cover
note identifying the church’s Saturday supper time

Children’s Ministry
I hope everyone has had a restful
summer and are geared up and ready
to get into the fall swing!
Promotion Sunday for Children’s
Ministry is Sunday, August 18.
Our children’s classes and rooms are
listed below:

NURSERY
Children’s Building, Room 112
A nursery is available at 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. for
infants ages 6 weeks through 36 months.
PRESCHOOL
Children’s Building, Room 105
We incorporate creative lessons that involve free
play, story time, coloring activities and more.
PRE-K AND KINDERGARTEN
Children’s Building, Room 106
The curriculum is interactive and allows
children to learn the important concept about God’s
love for them.
Graded Sunday School classes use Gospel Light
curriculum. These resources lead kids to Jesus and
provide fun Bible lessons and activities that help children
apply biblical truths to their daily lives.

and the Sunday morning breakfast time. Each bag
contains an aluminum can of Vienna sausages, a
heavy plastic cup of fruit, packages of crackers, a
wooden spoon, napkins and some type of sweet
snack, all recyclable.
The United Methodist Men, after their twice
monthly prayer breakfast, help pack out the next
two week’s manna bag supplies—about 60 bags.
Feel free to pick up a bag near the Hospitality
Hall entrance on Sundays and give these out during
the week to someone in need.
Also, there are manna snack bags available
during the week if someone comes in
requesting food or if a volunteer or church staff
member perceives a need.—Warren Morrison,
wmorrison3999@gmail.com
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1st-2nd GRADE
Children’s Building, Room 207
3rd- 5th GRADE
Children’s Building, Room 212
CHILDREN’S CHURCH AT THE LIGHTHOUSE
Children’s Worship on Sundays is for kids ages
3 through those entering 3rd grade. Children learn
about God’s love at our Children’s Church—a
worship experience for growing minds and hearts.
(Children leave for Children’s Church after Word
and Wonder during the 11:00 service.)

Acolyte Training

Training for new acolytes will be held Sunday,
August 25 at 9:45 a.m. in the sanctuary for those
entering 4th grade and up. Contact Terri Thiel for
more details.

Kids Konnect

Kids Konnect will resume Sunday evening,
August 18, 5:00-6:15 p.m., for kids age 3-5th grade.
This will be a fun-packed time, with team activities,
music, and lessons from God’s Word. A light snack
will be provided.

Youth and Young Adults
Our Youth Sunday School classes (6th-8th
graders and 9th-12th graders) continue to meet each
Sunday.
We will take a brief Sunday night break at the
beginning of August and start back on Promotion
Sunday (August 18) with our new 6th graders!
On August 18 from 5-7 p.m., we will host a
Student/Parent Night with dinner and activities to
provide intentional space for Parents and Students
to deepen their relationships!
We’re excited about a new school year and looking
forward to Confirmation beginning in September!
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We will join our friends at the Wesley Foundation
on Tuesday nights when school begins. All collegeage folks are welcome!
If you know someone who may be interested in
Youth or Young Adult activities, contact Beth Ryan
for more information!

The youth had a great trip to the
Lake. Thank you to the Woffords
for hosting us, and to Susan Dacus
for leading our discussion about
“Priority Relationships.”

BOY SCOUTS

Troop 40 has been busy this summer: Scout Camp at Kia Kima in Hardy, Arkansas, earning Merit Badges,
High Point Terrace 4th of July Parade, and attending The Caravan of Israeli Scouts. The Troop also had a new
member join, Halleluyah Williamson. For more information about Boy Scouts, contact Jonathan St. Gelais at
stgelaisfamily@gmail.com.

Older adults

Working in Faith

Red Letter

Parents

Newman

Ages 18 - 30s (begins 9/8/19)

All ages

All ages

All ages

All ages

Loyal Stewards

Growing Disciples

All ages

Christian Homebuilders

NEW! Covenant Living

ADULTS

9th - 12 grade

6th - 8th grade

All ages (begins 9/8/19)

Graded Sunday School uses Gospel Light curriculum.

3rd - 5th Grade

YOUTH

Interactive curriculum allows children to learn concepts
about God’s love for them.

Must be 3 by August 15

Must be 2 by August 15

6 weeks through 36 months at 9:30 and 11 a.m.

DESCRIPTION

1st and 2nd Grade

ELEMENTARY

4 & 5 year olds

2 & 3 year olds

Nursery

PRESCHOOL

CLASS

Sunday School Classes • 9:30 a.m.

Lounge, First Floor

Main Building, 1st Floor, Room 106A

Main Building, 2nd Floor, Room 211

Main Building, 2nd Floor, Room 213

Main Building, 2nd Floor, Room 215

Main Building, 3rd Floor, Room 304

Main Building, 1st Floor, Room 108

Main Building, 3rd Floor, Room 312

Main Building, 3rd Floor, Room 310

Main Building, 3rd Floor, Room 309

Children’s Building, 1st floor, Room 212

Children’s Building, 2nd floor, Room 207

Children’s Building, 1st floor, Room 106

Children’s Building, 1st floor, Room 105

Children’s Building, 1st floor, Room 112

LOCATION

Day/Time:
Thursdays, 10 a.m.-noon
Where:		
Church Library
Facilitator:
Linda Hensley
Members:
All ages, women and men
Study:		
Various
Contact:
Linda Hensley
		hensley.linda@comcast.net
Day/Time:
Sunday evenings, 5-7 p.m.
Where:		
Home of David and Denise Hensley
Facilitator:
David Hensley
Members:
All ages, women and men
Study:		
Various
Contact:
David Hensley
		thehensleys421@gmail.com
Day/Time:
		
Where:		
Facilitators:

Tuesday mornings, 10 a.m.-noon
Fall and Spring
Church Library
Jacki Romey and Melinda Kaler

Members:
All ages, women
Study:		
6-12 week Bible studies
Contact:
Jacki Romey
		jromey@mac.com
		Melinda Kaler
		mtkaler1111@gmail.com

Welcome!

Becky Hemmer retired from
Whole Foods Market as receiving
manager after 13 years. Her
previous church was Ridgeway
Baptist, located in East Memphis.
Becky is very appreciative of the
transportation ministry at St.
Luke’s and feels right at home in this congregation.

Day/Time:
Monday evenings, 7-9 p.m.
		
September through May
Where:		
Members’ homes
Facilitator:
Warren Morrison
Members:
All ages, women and men
Study:		
Spiritual formation using 			
		devotions from
		 The Upper Room
Contact:
Warren Morrison
		 wmorrison3999@gmail.com
Day/Time:
Every other Sunday at 5 p.m.
Where:		
Members’ homes
Facilitators
Galen Colbert,
		
Claudia Lakey, Phyllis Gay
Members:
All ages, women and men
Study:		
Various
Contact:
Phyllis Gay
		phyllispgay@yahoo.com
NEW CLASS!
Day/Time:
Thursdays, 6 p.m.
		
Begins September 2019
Where:		
Members’ homes
Facilitator:
Susan Dacus
Members:
Young Women
Study:		
Bible-based studies selected
		
at first meeting
Contact:
Susan Dacus
		stdacus@att.net

Everyone is invited to join
us on Wednesday, August 14,
at 10:30 a.m. in the Church
Lounge as we learn more about
the redesign of historic Tom Lee
Park with Helen Hope of the
Memphis Riverpark Partnership.
A boxed lunch ($10) will be
served at 11:30 a.m. Please call
452-6262 to make a reservation.

Music Ministry News
As I am preparing our St. Luke’s Chancel Choir
for all that we are doing this fall, I stop to ponder
this thought: WHY CHOIR? What is it about our
choir that is unique? Why do we practice every
Wednesday to do what we do? What does the
congregation get from it? What do we as choristers
receive from being in a choir?
Choir is an
opportunity
for
involvement.
A church’s
ministry
is only as
effective as the
people in its
congregation
who choose to get involved. Small groups,
leadership teams, and outreach ministries have
provided great opportunities for congregants to
grow into the life of our church, and the choir falls
under all three of those categories.
I’ve often heard the choir referred to as “the
church within the church.” When you join a choir,
you’re not just singing notes together, you’re doing
life and ministry together. I even know of one choir
member that refers to Wednesday night as “choir
therapy.”
The choir is an extension of the pulpit. There are
so many beautiful hymns and songs that have been
written for the Church, and many that have yet to
be written. There are songs that teach, encourage,
compel, and call to action. By presenting these
kinds of songs, the choir brings a dynamic to the
theme or message of that particular service.
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The choir is a reflection of heaven. The prophet
Isaiah gives us a glimpse into God’s throne room
with angels singing together, “Holy, Holy, Holy is
the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his
glory” (Isaiah 6:3). There is a heavenly choir that
sings God’s praises for all eternity. When we see
our friends and family in the choir loft singing in
harmony
of voice
and spirit, I
believe we are
transported
(even if only
in our minds)
to heaven.
Many
Sundays, we
in the choir loft feel as though God took our voices
beyond our physical selves and truly used us as
vessels for worship.
As we enter another full year of singing and
worshipping together, I hope that we all see the
beauty and the purpose in lifting our voices as one
in worship!
Chancel Choir reshearsals are held each
Wednesday from 6:30-8:00 p.m. in the Choir Room.
No audition is necessary.
Chancel Choir Workshop: Sunday, August 25,
immediately after the 11:00 service. A box lunch will
be provided. Our special clinician is Justin Pepper.
Youth Ensemble resumes rehearsals on Sunday,
August 18, at 4:30 p.m. in the Choir Room.
Wesley Bells resume rehearsals on Sunday,
September 8, 3:30 in the bell room.

Serving Those in Need
St. Luke’s
Congregational Care
Team strives to minister to
those in our church family
and community who are
experiencing difficulties
such as illness, bereavement, and other hard life
situations. One of the ways we reach out to hurting
friends is with a prayer shawl or “lapghan“made
by one of our church members. Before delivery,
the hand-made items are dedicated to the glory of
God by the pastor in a worship service. Our next
dedication will be Sunday, August 25.

If you knit, crochet, quilt, or do other hand work
to make such items, we invite you to be a part of
this ministry. At this time, those who participate
in this ministry do not meet as a group, but work
at home individually. There is not a particular
pattern, color or yarn, just an item to let our hurting
member know we are remembering them with love
and prayer. Completed shawls and “lapghans” may
be placed in the labeled box located in the UMW
Room, MB 104.
For more information, contact Mary Frances Hall,
278-0275 or Virginia Hathorn, 485-6808.

Fair

BAKE SALE

Starts
Saturday, October

5th

ST. LUKE’S UMC
480 S. HIGHLAND
901-452-6262

9-4
p.m.

Benefiting the ministries of
St. Lukes’s United Methodist Church

JEWELRY • HANDMADE GOODS • ART • CERAMICS

The Epistle

St. Luke’s United Methodist Church
480 S. Highland Street
Memphis, Tennessee 38111-4302
Sunday Worship at 8:30 and 11 a.m.
“We are becoming a faithful community of
disciples striving to share the heart, mind,
and hands of Jesus Christ with ALL people.”

School Supplies Needed for
Sherwood Elementary

Thank you to everyone who has donated
school supplies to our adopted school, Sherwood
Elementary!
We still need the following items: wide-lined
notebook paper, #2 pencils, 24 pack of crayons or
box of colored pencils, 70 sheet wide-lined one
subject notebooks, black composition books, pocket
folders with brads, box of fat colored markers, flat
pink erasers, bottles of white glue, red pens, black
pens, paper clips, dry erase markers.
Please bring items to the Hospital Hall entrance.

Looking for Your Favorite Recipes!

The United Methodist Women will be publishing
a new cookbook to celebrate our 150 years. We
would like for you to share your favorite recipes
with us. It could be your mothers, grandmothers,
aunts, or a famous chef recipe. We are looking
for 150 recipes. Please bring your recipes to the
Hospitality Hall desk or send to panderson105@
hotmail.com. EVERYONE is invited to share.

Gifts in Memory

Chuck Hensley from Tom Eubank Family,
Kristen Dean-Grossmann, Rev. Gail Gaddie
Deborah May from Kristen Dean-Grossman
My mother’s birthday on July 19, from Sue Gray
Grover Bowles from Vickey Hobbs, Rorie Read,
Mai Davis, Mary Lou Cushing
Rose Webb Owen from Judy Owen
Mr. and Mrs. J.P. Reed from John, Judy
and Reed Rosetti

Gifts in Honor

Carolyn Graves from Lawrence Taylor
Commander Master Chief Vonn Bank
from Deb Sanders

Prayer Requests
To submit or update a prayer request, please
contact Janie Hendrix at janie.hendrix@icloud.
com or call the church office at 452-6262.

