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The Epistle
The apostle Paul found himself in prison because
of his unyielding faith in Jesus Christ. Unlike many
disciples around the world, in America we have
never had to worry about being arrested because
of our public profession of
belief in the gospel shared
by Paul.
In the midst of the most
difficult of circumstances,
Paul chooses to keep
being faithful rather than
complain. He describes
himself as an “ambassador
in chains” and urges his
readers to do what he
continuously does—pray.
Even prison bars could
not sever his relationship with the Lord. Paul also
uses the solitude to write what I consider to be the
best of his epistles. I have long cherished Ephesians
testimony that we are “saved by grace through
faith” and his admonition to “lead a life worthy of
the calling.”
However, in chapter 6, Paul does a truly amazing
thing. As he looks at the Roman soldier who is
guarding him, dressed from head to toe in armor

that represented the brutal authority of the Roman
government, Paul sees the hand of God at work.
Twice Paul urges us to “put on the whole armor
of God” and thereby be protected from the evil
around us. He assures us that the
battle of good vs. evil and right
vs. wrong is always God’s battle.
From a “helmet of
salvation” to a “breastplate
of righteousness” and
“shoes of peace” the love
and grace of almighty God
surrounds the faithful.
The only “weapon” that
Christian disciples need is
actually a “tool.” In the soldier’s
broadsword, the apostle sees
“the sword of the Spirit” which he accurately
depicts as “the word of God.” The timeless and
timely truth of the Holy Bible is a source of strength
for devoted disciples of Jesus Christ, especially in
trying circumstances.
Faithfully,
Jim

The Worship Committee would like to thank Warren Morrison for using his
considerable talents to make the lovely collection boxes for the Sanctuary
and the Fellowship Hall. As our committee searched for the safest way to
collect the offering in the midst of this pandemic, Warren generously gave
of his time to design and create these boxes to fit the stands we already had
and match the feel of our worship spaces. They are beautifully handcrafted.
Thank you so much, Warren, for your willingness to serve St. Luke’s in this
way. We love them!

Pack 40 and Troop 40 had their end-of-the-year Blue and Gold ceremony on July 17. The younger scouts in
Pack 40 earned a variety of belt loops and adventure pins, and the young men in Troop 40 earned a number
of merit badges through virtual classes, all while being quarantined because of COVID. All of our Scouts are
to be commended.
Boy Scout Troop 40 had five new scouts join the Troop: Kason Cade, Juan Melendez, and Joffrey Turner
all crossed over to the Troop from Pack 40. Also joining the Troop were brothers Caden and Chase Jackson.
Troop 40 also enjoyed a camping trip to Shelby Forest and the young men shared some great time together in
nature.

St. Luke’s Movie Night will be on Friday, August 14 on the Green Space. Everyone is invited to
attend and bring chairs, blankets and picnics while still practicing social distancing and wearing
a mask. Please make a purchase from Dream Machine ice cream truck and enjoy the movie “The
Greatest Showman“ which will begin at 7:15 p.m. The entrance opens at 6:45 and we encourage
everyone to buy ice cream before the movie starts. Our COVID-19 precautions include limiting
attendance to this event, so please register in advance by going to www.stlukesumc.org or calling
901–452–6262. We’re asking attendees to check in at the entrance, and, as always this event is weather
permitting. Please check for updates on our Facebook page and website. Please remember to wear
your mask while entering and exiting the Green Space, and while entering the church building for the
restroom. Hand sanitizer will be provided at the entrance.

Music Ministry
Typically, it takes Father Michael Joncas several
weeks or a month to compose a hymn. His newest
hymn took about seven hours.
“Shelter Me,” was inspired by the novel
coronavirus pandemic. His hope in writing was
to provide comfort and hope. Father Joncas is best
known for his hymn entitled “On Eagles’ Wings.”
He woke up in the middle of the night on March
25 with an idea. He had been praying about the
coronavirus, and wondered if music could play a
special role in these uncertain times.
“What popped up was, maybe there is a way to
pray about this that also involves song and that
would touch people at a different level,” he said.
But, what could people possibly want to sing at
this time?
Then he thought of Psalm 23, which begins “The
Lord is my shepherd, there is nothing I shall want.”
The psalm has long been used as a reminder of

Children’s Ministry
As we continue to invite everyone back to live
worship, the Children’s Ministry team has put
together a back to worship plan for families of
children. (Date to reopen has not been determined.)
Age 4 yrs. old - 5th grade
During worship, 10:00-10:45 a.m. (Fellowship Hall)
• Nursery will still be available for those who are
6 mos. to 3 yrs. old.
• Parents will sign up their children online for
attendance the week before.
• Parents will walk children to the Fellowship
Hall entrance before 10:00 a.m. and pick them up
immediately after the service.
• Volunteers (no less than 2-3 each week) will
wear masks.
• Children will wear masks.
• Kids must use hand sanitizer when entering
the Fellowship Hall and use hand sanitizer before
exiting.
• Volunteers will be required to follow screening
guidelines each Sunday they are present, prior to
children’s arrival (9:30 a.m.).
• A maximum of 14 children are allowed in
the Fellowship Hall, to provide as much social
distancing as possible
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God’s closeness to his people, even amid suffering.
“That’s so deeply ingrained in people’s
consciousness,” he said. “By writing a paraphrase
of Psalm 23, I could make it really, really connect
to what we’re doing today. We know we have
intimacy with God. We beg that we continue to
have intimacy with God. But right now, we’re kind
of walking though the valley of the shadow of
death.”
As we continue our walk through these uncertain
times, I pray each of you continue to find a song in
your heart that brings you comfort. God is still here
. . . waiting for you to lean on him.
Chancel Choir rehearsal has resumed on Zoom
each Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. Contact Terri if you
are interested in attending.

Terri Theil, terri.theil@stlukesumc.org • 452-6262, ext. 103

• Taped areas (outlined on the floor) for each
child will be used weekly. We are allowed to use
rubber or plastic mats (that can be sanitized) in
those spaces which we will provide.
• Teachers will escort children to restroom if
necessary and use hand sanitizer before and after.
• Kids will have their own labeled supply of
crayons, markers, glue, etc. Craft activities will be
on a cart and given to the child as they come in to
choose their space. A list of approved manipulatives
will be provided to all volunteers.
• Kids may not bring any “soft sided” objects
into the space.
• All surfaces will be sanitized before and after.
• Children will be dismissed by families,
encouraging them to social distance.
• Custodial staff will adhere to CDC guidelines
and daily cleaning procedures.
Activities will include: video songs with
movement (within their designated space),
scripture memorization, Bible stories presented by
volunteers or through video, craft time appropriate
to scripture for the day. Individually wrapped
snacks will be in their supply can each week.
KID’S ZOOM has resumed on Sundays at 4:00
p.m. Contact Terri for the link!

In Memory of
Mary Bowles from Mary Lou Cushing
Jennifer Cottam from Mary Lou Cushing
Shirley Lynn from Mary Lou Cushing
Deanna Barnwell Marion from Harry and Bette
Colter, Vickey Hobbs, Barbara Caldwell,
Maureen Pera, Hal and Betty Padgett, Rick
and Mary Sieger, Bob and Janie Hendrix,
Mary Evelyn Goodwin, Doey Barrar, Rorie
Read, George and Betty Green, The Christian
Homebuilders Sunday School Class, Mary Lou
Cushing, Marilyn Sadler, Mark Matheny, Tom
and Mary Jo Miller
Martha Nelson from Mary Lou Cushing
My parents, Edward B. O’Donnell, Sr. and Ruth
O’Donnell (former members of St. Luke’s) from
Edward B. O’Donnell

Scott Moore from Rorie Read
Lawrence Taylor from Mary Lou Cushing

In Honor of
Pat Anderson from Miller Delgadillo
Linda Sue Hale from Deborah “Deb” Ann Sanders
Vickey Hobbs from Deborah “Deb” Ann Sanders
Lynne McAlexander from Deborah “Deb” Ann
Sanders
Nathan Ryan from Deborah “Deb” Ann Sanders
Savannah Rose Crowder from Deborah “Deb” Ann
Sanders
Donna Thurmond from Miller Delgadillo
Please note: Due to COVID-19, the annual
Interfaith Dinner will be postponed until 2021.

Sit & Sew

As the year goes on, everything remains shut
down due to the pandemic. However, that does
not mean that donations are not needed. More
than ever, we need donations for the Move-In kits.
A list of items is on the Hospitality Hall bulletin
board. You can leave your donations at the church
in the Christian Home Builders classroom in the bin
marked for Golden Cross.
National Senior Citizen’s Day to honor seniors’
life achievements is on August 21, 2020. On this day,
Golden Cross will celebrate the important seniors
in your life by adding their names to the GOLDEN
CROSS Senior Ministries “Senior Honor Roll.” For
a small $10 donation, your senior’s name will be
etched into the “Senior Honor Roll.” Register all of
the important seniors in your life and celebrate their
life and their achievements. Memorials can also be
made.
Even with the pandemic, Golden Cross will
hold its 20th Annual Golf Classic at the Windyke
Country Club on September 10, 2020. Teams are
forming now so don’t forget to register even if
you only play golf once a year. Online registration
is available on the Goldencross.org website. It is
anticipated that there will be 170 golfers with lots of
fun and surprises in store.
For more questions, please call Marty Cobb at
901-324-4943 or the Golden Cross offices at
901-213-1930.

We, who are active in the Sit & Sew Ministry,
have made over 500 face masks for the community,
friends, neighbors, family including our faith family
during this pandemic. We are also working on
preemie burial gowns, quilts, pillows, clothing for
Sherwood Elementary and any sewing that church
members might need.
Just because we cannot get together to sew
doesn’t mean that we are not fulfilling God’s
mission. In fact, I felt the call to “go forth and make
masks.” So, if anyone within our church family
needs a mask to wear, please do not hesitate to
call me or email me with your needs. With school
starting back, I am also making child and teen size
masks as well. This is one special way to serve our
Lord and to keep our community safe. My email
address is martystitches@aol.com and my phone
number is 901-324-4943—Blessings, Marty Cobb

United Methodist Women
United Methodist Women have been enjoying
Zooming on the second Tuesday of the month. It
is always great to see everyone! If you would like
to join us, contact Phyllis Gay at 485-8416 or Pat
Anderson at 489-3757.
We published our 150 year cookbook just before
the end of the year. If you would like to have some
new recipes to try, the cookbook is just $10. You can
send your money to the church and we will deliver
to your porch, mail it, or leave it for you to pick up
at church. Just let us know and you can be cooking
new dishes tonight!

Youth & Young Adults
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Our Youth Ministry continues to meet online on Zoom on Wednesday nights, but we have begun meeting
in person on the St. Luke’s Green Space as well! We recently had a family picnic with games. We will
continue meeting on the Green Space as weather/safety will allow. Please pray for us as we begin to gather
again in the safest ways possible!

The Epistle

St. Luke’s United Methodist Church
480 S. Highland Street
Memphis, Tennessee 38111-4302
“We are becoming a faithful community of
disciples striving to share the heart, mind,
and hands of Jesus Christ with ALL people.”

Sunday Worship Service
10 a.m., Sanctuary

We are now just having ONE service on Sundays
at 10 a.m. in the Sanctuary! We believe this is our
best plan moving forward during this time of
Coronavirus. We will continue observing our safe
distancing policies and wearing masks while in the
building. If you have any mobility issues, please use the entrance on the south side of
building so you may access the elevator.
We understand if you still do not feel comfortable worshiping in-person, so we will
continue to email and post our services to the website on Sunday evenings. We are also
looking at other possibilities for videotaping our worship services that will serve you
better.
Thank you for your patience during these last months. To make a reservation for
in-person worship services, please visit www.stlukesumc.org.

