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The Epistle

Dual Citizenship
at a low price from the local citizens, then sell them
for a profit in the big cities. One resident claimed
that he knew a man with a pearl, but he didn’t
think the fellow could be talked into selling it. He
gave the salesman the address of a Mr. Mosely who
lived down the street.
With great anticipation, the salesman knocked
on Mr. Mosely’s door. He introduced himself and
asked to buy Mr. Mosely’s valuable pearl. But Mr.
Mosely refused to sell it. Finally, the man asked if
he could just see the pearl.
“Oh, I reckon that’s all right,” Mr. Mosely replied.
And then he called his sixteen-year-old daughter,
Pearl, into the room. 1
Well, that is a pearl of great price. In fact, I’m
certain Mr. Mosely would gladly die for that Pearl.
St. Luke’s, that’s the way Jesus wants us to feel
about the Kingdom of God. The Kingdom of God is
God’s rule in human life.

As we recently celebrated the 4th of July, I’d like
to point out that we are citizens of this country and
we owe it our allegiance, but you and I are also
citizens of the Kingdom of God; we owe Him our
allegiance too.
The primary content of Jesus’ teaching was the
Kingdom of God. “The Kingdom is within you,”
He said on one occasion. “You are not far from the
Kingdom,” He said on another. “The Kingdom is
like a mustard seed . . . it is a treasure hidden in a
field . . . it is like a pearl of great price . . . ”
Jessie Lee Brown Foveaux tells the story of a
traveling salesman who once came to her small
Arkansas town. The man was looking to buy pearls

The Kingdom of God is doing the right thing
when the rest of the world is doing wrong. The
Kingdom of God is standing up for the weak and
the helpless when the rest of the world is turning
its back. The Kingdom of God is returning love for
hatred, peace for violence, words of encouragement
for words of despair. In short, the Kingdom of God
is living the Jesus life in the society where we are
located. And if we ever have to make a choice
between the Kingdom of God and the Kingdom
of Caesar, God must come first.
Faithfully,
Jim
1
Jessie Lee Brown Foveaux. Any Given Day: The Life and
Times of Jessie Lee Brown Foveaux ( New York: Warner Books,
1997). 11-12.

Prayer for Peace and the Pandemic
Saturday, August 1, 2020

Life during the past few months has been
different and difficult to say the least. As so many
people suffer on multiple fronts, we often wonder,
“How can I help?”
However, we are a
praying people who
belong to a praying
congregation, and as
such can always call
upon God for help for
ourselves and others.
We believe in the
power of prayer. So, on
Saturday, August, 1,
St. Luke’s will have a
24-Hour Prayer Vigil to pray for people impacted
by COVID-19, to pray for peace in our nation and

world, and to pray for our church and community.
We ask that you sign up to pray for a designated
30-minute period by going to www.stlukesumc.org.
Or, if you do
not have internet
capabilities, please call
Donna Thurmond at
the church office 4526262, ext. 114, or Lynne
McAlexander at
550-3091 so that your
name may be added to
the sign up.
Prior to August
1, you will receive
reminders and a Prayer for Peace and for the
Pandemic that we hope you will pray to begin your
time of prayer on August 1.

Bible Project at St. Luke’s on Sundays Begins August 2!
We are excited to begin using educational
resources from The Bible Project as the basis of
an online adult Sunday School class.
Those interested will receive 100% FREE
materials via email each week. Each weekly
email discusses a particular theme, aspect, or
word of the Bible, and contains:
• A short audio message from the Bible Project’s
creative director, Tim Mackie
• A Bible Project video
• 2-3 Scripture readings
• 6-8 discussion questions
• A Zoom meeting invitation with meeting code
and password
Participants will read, listen to, and view
materials in the email prior to discussions led via
Zoom by some of St. Luke’s best Sunday School
teachers—Amy and Denton Pearson, David
Hensley, Larry Kaler, and Kurt Knotts, who will
rotate on a weekly basis.
Emailed materials and a Zoom discussion is
a different approach to Sunday School, but we
believe you will not only find these materials
meaningful and engaging but will also come away
fed scripturally and spiritually.

To receive a sample email on “The Character of
God,” please go to www.stlukesumc.org to sign up
or call or text Lynne McAlexander at 550-3091. The
exact time of the class will depend upon the time
of worship, which is currently 10 a.m. on Sunday
mornings in the sanctuary.
Those interested will receive complete details
closer to the time we begin this study. Another
option is independent study of these materials
without participating in the Zoom discussion.
Regardless, we think that reading the Bible together
is a great way to connect our community in a time
when we are all missing each other.
If you have any questions, feel free to call or text
me at 550-3091 or email me at wmcalex974@aol.
com.
Lynne McAlexander
Education Committee

Project Transformation: July 20-23

St. Luke’s has been assigned the week of July
20-23 to help with Project Transformation. This year
is different in that the students come to the church
to pick up a take home bag with activities for the
week. We will only need eight volunteers, two per
day, to hand out bags. Other ways to help are by
providing supplies for the bags or by making a
donation through St. Luke’s to support the summer
programming.
Here are the details:
• Create 70 “Summer Camps in a Bag” for the
children at Centenary UMC.
Here’s the list of items for the bags.
- New children’s book (1) Mark the grade level
1st-5th grade (elementary)
6th-8th (middle school)
- Pre-sharpened pencils (1 pack)
- Silly putty (1 pack)
- Googly eyes (1 pack)

- Construction paper (1 pack)
- Glue (1 bottle)
- Snack (2-3 servings, no peanuts please).
Examples: Pretzels, microwave popcorn, fruit
snacks, granola bars, fruit cups, jerky
You can drop your items at church or email
cstaylor.design@gmail.com and she will be glad to
come pick them up.
• 2 volunteers each day (ages 18-64) to help with
distribution at Centenary UMC, 11:30 a.m.-1:15
p.m., July 20-23.
Go to www.stlukesumc.org to sign up to
volunteer (Upcoming Events). Once you sign
up you will receive very specific instructions on
signing up as a volunteer through PT and the
orientation information with very important safety
precautions that are being used this year.
• Contribute $2,000 from St. Luke’s to support
Project Transformation’s mission to transform
communities by engaging children, college
students, and churches in purposeful relationships.
Please send your contribution to the church clearly
marked to be used for PT.
Thank you all for your support of this very
important mission of the church.

Music Ministry
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When I am low of heart, I find “hymn therapy”
a great way of healing the soul. Humming, singing,
or listening to a great inspirational song keeps me
grounded and rooted in God’s presence. This has
become a steady practice for nurturing the soul. My
own appreciation for the hymns has increased as
I’ve learned about the stories behind them.
All Creatures of our God and King is a beloved
hymn of mine. St. Francis,
the writer, was born in 1182
in central Italy, son of a rich
merchant. Francis joined
the army and was captured
during war. He came to
Christ shortly after his
release, renounced his wealth,
and began traveling about
the countryside, preaching
the gospel, living simply,
seeking to make Christ real
to everyone he met. Francis
loved nature, and many
stories spotlight his love for animals. He reportedly
once preached a little sermon to the birds, saying
something like this: “My brother and sister birds,
you should praise your Creator and always love
Him. He gave you feathers for clothes, wings to fly,
and all other things you need. It is God who made
your home in thin, pure air.” That understanding

School
Supplies
for
Sherwood
Elementary

of nature is reflected in Francis’ hymn, which in its
original form “Cantico di fratre sole” or “Song of
Brother Sun” was composed just before his death
in 1225. Like Psalm 148, it exhorts all creation to
worship God: The sun and moon, all the birds, all
the clouds, all men and women of tender heart, all
creatures of our God and King.
Reading this background story, I now envision
God’s innocent
creatures sitting at
his feet, just as we
are called to do.
The birds don’t
have need to worry,
nor fear of the days
to come. So, in
our current time, it
would do us well to
take brief moments
to reflect on the
great hymns and
their meanings as
we let them bring us closer to our Father and His
greater purpose for us.
I miss you all!
Terri

Every year the members of St. Luke’s have generously
provided school supplies for Sherwood students. We
would like to continue this worthwhile project. Due to
the COVID-19 epidemic it will be difficult for members
to procure and bring supplies to the church. Instead we
are asking that monetary donations be sent to the church
so that supplies may be purchased. Please send your
donation for supplies to Vickey Hobbs. Your support for
Sherwood students is needed and appreciated.
If you have questions, contact Barbara Caldwell at
323-0919.

In Memory of

Devin Boyd from Deborah “Deb” Ann Sanders
William Banks from Betty Carter, Mary Lou
Cushing, Miller Delgadillo, Susan Dacus, Larry
and Jacki Romey, Bob and Janie Hendrix, Lynne
and Wally McAlexander, St. Luke’s UMC Staff,
Carolyn Galloway
Jennifer Cottam from Carolyn Galloway
Mary Bowles from Marilyn Sadler
Grover and Mary Bowles from Harry and Bette
Colter
Sue Fowler (Martha Eubank’s mother) from Mary
Lou Cushing, Marilyn Sadler
Buddy Gregory from Mary Lou Cushing
Virginia Hathorn from Susan Dacus, Mary
Katherine Moorhead, Deborah “Deb” Ann
Sanders, Phyllis Gay

As we had to close down our Wesley Living
Communities due to the pandemic, we have
practiced safe distancing and extra sanitary
cleanliness.
We were able to purchase 10,000 surgical
masks for all staff and residents so that they were
kept safe. Out of the 2,500 residents and staff
members with all of the Wesley Living ministries,
only two people tested positive for the disease.
One was a staff member and the other was a
resident. Both successfully recovered from the
disease. PRAISE GOD!!!!
As we begin to reopen, we are committed
to providing homes for homeless seniors. Two
move-in kits were given recently to some new
residents.
Please continue to support this vital ministry
with donations, prayers, and items for the movein kits. Remember 100% of your donations go
directly to the residents. For more information,
please call Marty Cobb at 901-324-4943.

Scott Moore from Mary Lou Cushing, Bob and
Janie Hendrix, Marilyn Sadler
Katheryn Moore Stevens from Cecilia and Sam
Marshall
Lawrence Taylor from Harry and Bette Colter,
Deborah “Deb” Ann Sanders, Mrs. Carolyn
Graves
Bette Williams from Mary Lou Cushing

In Honor of

Pat Anderson from Helen Wofford
Loretta Bell from Deborah “Deb” Ann Sanders
Janie and Bob Hendrix from Helen Wofford
Larry Kaler from Marcy Mittelstadt
Marcy Mittelstadt from Helen Wofford
Covenant Living Sunday School Class from
Helen Wofford
Working in Faith Sunday School Class from
Helen Wofford

Sit & Sew

Our ministry continues to be effective and is
impacting the Memphis community by making
facial masks and preemie burial clothing for the
hospitals. While we are not meeting as a group,
each of us are sewing at home and collectively, we
have made close to 500 masks. I am still making
masks for anyone who needs one. The masks that I
make have a filter pocket and a metal nose piece to
keep glasses from fogging over.
We have received wonderful donations of fabrics,
kits, and notions to continue our ministry. We will
not resume meeting in person until sometime in
the fall. Our time and hours will be changing at
that time to Mondays and Wednesdays from 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. There will not be any Saturday classes
although on the days that the American Sewing
Guild meets, we will probably spend some time
sewing in the afternoon. For more information,
please call Marty Cobb at 901-324-4943.

Children’s Ministry
As we are in the dog days of summer, here are
some tips on how to survive summer 2020!
1. Maintain a routine. When kids don’t have a
routine they can follow, they tend to misbehave
more and have more
anxiety. For the summer,
involve your kids in the
process of creating their
schedule for the day. Find
some fun activities they
can do throughout the
day and have them choose
which ones they want
to do. Outside of a few
late movie nights, make
sure that bedtimes and
mealtimes are as consistent
as possible.
2. Reward positive behavior. Kids need and
crave attention. Reward your child with positive
praise when you catch them being good by saying
things like, “I am so proud of you for cleaning
up your room all by yourself.” You should also
leverage everyday things like screen time as a
reward or give them a small prize for their positive
behavior to continue to motivate them.
3. Limit screen time. All kids have been exposed
to significantly more screen time since being in
quarantine. Make sure you plan some fun outdoor
activities they can do such as bike riding and
soccer, and include some creative activities like
family game nights, painting, or working on a
complex puzzle or Lego set. Make family chores fun
complete with a special activity when completed.
4. Stay connected. Take the time to continue to
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stay connected with others (both your children with
their friends and you with other parents, family and
friends). You can schedule virtual play dates or do
a drive-by visit to friends and family. Being outside,
social distancing at a friend’s house can work
wonders on their outlook
and yours!
5. Incorporate academic
time. Help prevent summer
learning loss by infusing
some fun academic
activities like reading
and online activities from
local museums. Check
out Memphisparent.com
for some affordable and
entertaining ideas.
6. Get help. The last
few months have been
a whirlwind for most families, and everyone has
been doing their best to stay afloat. Take some time
over the summer to discuss worries with your
child. Keeping the line of communication open and
encouraging them to journal or share their thoughts
periodically will be helpful to know where they are
during this time. It can also help your outlook as
well.
We hope to have some fun, outdoor family
events soon. In the meantime, please let me know if
you are looking for a safe, fun, and engaging sitter
during this time. We have some very qualified teens
and college students ready to have fun with your
child.
WE LOVE YOU ALL and miss
BEING TOGETHER!
Mrs. Terri and all the
Children’s Ministry volunteers

It has been suggested that the Fun Bunch send out greeting cards to
our homebound friends. That includes, birthday, get well, and hope and
encouragement cards. If you have extra cards at home and would like
to be involved, you can either send or give the cards to Alice Roberts
or Jeanne Debo and we will send the cards to our home bound friends.
Hopefully the Fun Bunch will get together soon!
Blessings,
Jeanne Debo, jeanne.debo@att.net

Youth & Young Adults
Youth Ministry

Youth Ministry continues to
meet online on Zoom, but we
have also been given approval
to schedule some small group
gatherings as well as a home
repair project. Please pray for us as we begin to
gather again in the safest ways we can!

Beth Ryan, beth.ryan@stlukesumc.org • 452-6262, ext. 119

Young Adults

If you have interest in meeting during this time,
please let me know and I will put you in touch with
the right folks!
As always, if you know someone who may be
interested in Youth or Young Adult activities, please
contact me to get connected.

Youth Fall Flag Football Season
Currently, St. Luke’s UMC Sports plans to participate in the traditional
ESCRA League Fall Flag Football Program (Boys & Girls Under 13 as
of 6/1/2020) with COVID-19 related Re-Start Requirements and Rules
Changes. If there is interest, we will consider a program for 4 & 5 year
olds that would resemble Junior Jammers. Registration will end Saturday,
August 1.
Please contact Keaton Morris by email at Keaton.Morris@stlukesumc.org
or by phone at 901-336-7084 about registration.
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St. Luke’s United Methodist Church
480 S. Highland Street
Memphis, Tennessee 38111-4302
“We are becoming a faithful community of
disciples striving to share the heart, mind,
and hands of Jesus Christ with ALL people.”

Sunday Worship Service
10 a.m., Sanctuary

We are now just having ONE service on Sundays
at 10 a.m. in the Sanctuary! We believe this will be
our best plan moving forward during this time of
Coronavirus. We will continue observing our safe
distancing policies and wearing masks while in
the building. If you have any mobility issues, please use the entrance on south side of
building and you may use the elevator.
We understand if you still do not feel comfortable worshiping in-person, so we will
continue to email and post our services to the website on Sunday evenings. We are also
looking at other possibilities for videotaping our worship services that will serve you
better.
Thank you for your patience during these last months. To make a reservation for
in-person worship services, please visit www.stlukesumc.org.

