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The Epistle
Lessons From Samuel
1 Samuel 16:1-5

The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over
Saul? I have rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill
your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse
the Bethlehemiite, for I have provided for myself a king
among his sons.” Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul
hears of it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a
heifer with you, and say,’I have come to sacrifice to the
Lord.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you
what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the
one whom I name to you.” Samuel did what the Lord
commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the
city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come
peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice
to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the
sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited
them to the sacrifice.

This is part of the Old Testament lectionary
reading for the fourth Sunday of this month.
Listening to and obeying God was Samuel’s
strongest attribute. Samuel was looking for a
replacement for Saul, a tall and handsome king.
Samuel willingly set aside his preconceived ideas
of what a king should look like and followed God’s
guidance. Later in the chapter we see that following
through with God’s plans results in spirit-filled lives.
Are you listening to God?
• Samuel’s entire life is a model for listening and
paying attention to God’s voice in every situation in
life.
• When things do not seem to be going as you think
they should, when the plans of God seem to have
gone astray and the world seems filled with darkness
and despair, do you hear God calling you out of your
doldrums with new tasks in store?

• Can you set aside your mourning and
despondency long enough to recognize that God
does not need you to be dwelling on the past but to
be focused on the glorious future He has in store?
• Will you put aside your questions and move
forward in service?
What do you see?
• By what attributes do you judge people?
• Do you have preconceived ideas and concepts
that limit your ability?
• Do you tend to categorize and label?
• Do you have an image set in your mind of those
you seek?
• Are you looking at people’s hearts or only at their
outward appearance and actions?
Are you filled with “the Spirit of the Lord?”
• Samuel followed through with God’s plan and
anointed David as the King of Israel in spite of all
the implications and consequences against it.
• As a result of listening to God and acting on His
suggestions, great things occurred.
• What great things are occurring in your life as a
result of your response to God?
• When you have listened and acted in the manner
God has instructed, do you see positive results?
• Do you feel the Spirit of the Lord actively
involved in your life and in the lives you touch?
• Is this an indication that you, too, have been
anointed for kingly duties within God’s kingdom?

(continued on next page)

(continued)
St. Luke’s, we cannot read a single story about
Samuel without being amazed by his ability to
listen to God and to do what God asks. If we
choose to model our lives after any single character
in the Bible, Samuel must be near the top of the
list. When we listen to God and act, great things
happen. When we follow through with the ministry
God calls us to do and when we set aside our
preconceived notions and ideas to see directly to
the heart of the matter, the kingdom of heaven will
be revealed. In many ways, opening our hearts to
the Spirit of the Lord for guidance and direction is
all we need to do to become holy and sanctified in
God’s sight. All other issues of religiosity and faith
become moot when we choose to hand our lives
over to God and to follow His voice wherever He
leads.

Golden Cross Collection

For the month of March, we are collecting wash
cloths and bath towels plus bath soap for Golden
Cross’ Move-In kits. Please place in the blue bin
located in Room 108 (Christian Homebuilders’
classroom). Your generosity is much appreciated.
For more information, please call Marty Cobb at
324-4943 or email martystitches@aol.com.

Volunteers Needed!

It’s waffle shop time again! St. Luke’s needs
volunteers to work the five Tuesdays in March
at The Waffle Shop at Calvary Episopal Church
during the Lenten season. Sign-up sheets are on the
bulletin board in Hospitality Hall. Questions? See
or call Doey at 458-7942.

Faithfully,
Jim

Outreach Opportunity for
Sherwood Elementary

It has become a tradition for St.
Luke’s to provide Easter clothes for
our adopted school. Many of you
have generously participated in this
project. The children have loved
all the outfits. If you would like to
provide a dress (sewn or bought)
sizes 6 through 14, it will be much appreciated.
Also, you might choose to purchase trousers
and/or shirts sizes 6-14 for boys. If you prefer,
monetary gifts to purchase clothes may be given to
the Business Office marked for Sherwood.
Clothes may be placed in the UMW room
through April 5. Any questions? Contact Barbara
Caldwell at 323-0919.

Volunteers Needed for
Sherwood Elementary

If you would like to help with Perfect Attendance
and Birthday Celebrations at Sherwood please sign
up in Hospitality Hall.
Perfect attendance dates are March 10, April 14,
and May 12. A Birthday Celebration will be held
April 30. Contact Barbara Caldwell at 323-0919.

Calvary Lenten Lunch and Service
Wednesday, March 4 • Leave at 9:45 a.m.
Luncheon is $3-$12. Rabbi Micah Greenstein
Operation Easter Baskets
Wednesday, April 8 • 11:30 a.m. in the Lounge
(Methodist Men and friends)
We will meet to craft Easter Baskets for our
homebound members. Yes of course, we will
have lunch too! See the church bulletin for more
details as date approaches.
Meet us at Memphis Botanical Gardens
Wednesday, April 15 • 11:30 a.m.
Admission $8. Lunch at Fratelli’s cafe ($6-$12).
Come join us and enjoy the SPRING flowers!
Bachermann’s Country Store, Whiteville, TN
Wednesday, May 13
We are planning a road trip to stock our shelves
with Amish treats. Details to come.
For reservations, sign up at the Hospitality Hall desk
or call 452-6262.

Music Ministry
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“Lift High the Cross”
Many find Palm Sunday
liturgically awkward. Here
we are in the middle of Lent,
waiting patiently for Easter, when
suddenly there is a short burst of
festivity before we head into the
darkest week of the church year. It often seems
wrong to add our voices to the crowd of palm
wavers when we know they will be calling for
Jesus’ death in five short days. The tension between
Christ’s triumphal entry and his impending
betrayal and crucifixion are captured well in the
hymn “Lift High the Cross.” On the one hand,
Sydney Nicholson’s tune is a triumphant march
that captures all the excitement of the Palm Sunday
procession. On the other hand, the text fixes its gaze
on the cross, the ultimate symbol of loss. The text
and tune together to present the powerful theology
of the cross, in which victory is won through
weakness and life is gained through death. It is also
a call for us to follow Jesus faithfully, even when the
path will be dark and painful.

Come join us for our Lenten walk
to the mighty cross!
Palm Sunday, April 5: Children’s and youth
choirs will be singing in the 11:00 worship service
Good Friday, April 10, 6:00 p.m.: The Chancel
Choir will present scriptures and music reflecting
the beauty and pain of the cross and crucifixion.

Chancel Choir Practice
Wednesdays 6:30-8:00 p.m., Choir Room
Wesley Bells
Sundays 3:30-4:30, Handbell Room, second floor

Easter Sunday Flower Display
If you would like to contribute to our floral Easter display in the sanctuary
on Easter Sunday, complete this form and return to the Business Office by
Thursday, April 2. The cost is $20. A list of honorariums and memorials will be
published on Easter Sunday, April 12. You are welcome to take home a flower
arrangement from the display on Easter Sunday.
Name
Phone
Email
In Honor of
In Memory of

Amount enclosed: $_________________

Youth & Young Adults
Youth Ministry
Youth Ministry at St. Luke’s is busy! Our Sunday
School classes will continue to meet every Sunday.
We will meet for Sunday nights on March 1, 8, and
22 for activities and small group time. We have a
retreat scheduled for March 27-29 at St. Columba.
Our focus will be on “Rest is Holy.”
Young Adults
Our Young Adult Sunday School Class, Working
in Faith, continues to meet every Sunday in the
Lounge and welcomes new people! If you are a
college student or college-age person, you are
invited to the Wesley Foundation on Tuesday nights
for Community Night. Dinner is at 7:00 followed by
Community time.

Children’s Ministry
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If you know someone who may be interested in
Youth or Young Adult activities, contact Beth Ryan
for more information!
Smorgasbord’s Got Trivia Update
Wow! Thank you so much for your support of
Youth Ministry at St. Luke’s! We made $1,200 for
our summer activities.
Souper Bowl of Caring Update
Another thank you for your generous support of
Souper Bowl of Caring! We raised $756 to give to St.
Luke’s feeding ministries! What a blessed February!

Terri Theil, terri.theil@stlukesumc.org • 452-6262, ext. 103

Exciting Opportunities for Kids at St. Luke’s!
Kidmin App
We have a new app that you can download so
that you can register your child’s attendance each
week. From this app, you can also receive text
messages if you are needed during worship or
Sunday School. We can also add our special events
on the app so you can register easily for future
workshops and VBS.

Kid’s Konnect
Kid’s groups are learning about basic Bible
principles that they can use throughout their day.
We also have been having a blast jamming with
Mrs. Melanie in music! We have five volunteers
and are averaging 11-12 kids each week and are
welcoming new guests each month. Look for our
end of the outing info, coming soon!

New Class
We have started a new class for kids age 3, that
have outgrown the nursery but not quite ready for
children’s church. Mary Frances Hall is teaching
this class during the 11:00 worship time and has
prepared some activities geared just for them. Room
105, children’s building.

Easter Egg Hunt, April 12
Following the 11:00 service we will have our
egg hunt. There will be two areas for hunting eggs:
Courtyard, near the Hospitality Hall, for ages 2-pre
K; the church front lawn for grades K-5th. Bring
your Easter baskets!

VBS 2020, June 8-12
Rocky Railway
Sign ups for volunteers coming soon as well as
kid’s online registration information!

Gifts in Honor

Wes Kirkpatrick from Betty Carter
Wes Kirkpatrick for sharing his beautiful music
with us from Nancy Morris and Keaton Morris
Beth Ryan for the Youth Ministry from Carolyn
Galloway

Greeters for March

March 1: Betty Carter and Sue Gray
March 8: Cindy and George Mullins
March 15: Elizabeth Hewitt and Sue Ellen
Hollingshead
March 22: Patty Burkett and Barbara Caldwell
March 29: Shirley Robinson and Burges Budd
An Open Invitation to a
Six-Week
Lenten Book Study
Sundays, March 1-April 5
9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Room 106
Red Letter classroom

United Methodist Women

Cookbooks are on sale for $10. Please see any
United Methodist Woman.
Important Dates:
• A Taste of St. Luke’s coming April 26!
• Executive meeting will be held March 10 at 5
p.m. in Room 104.
• Naomi Circle will meet Tuesday, March 10 at
6:30 p.m. in the Lounge. All are welcome!
For more information about UMW, contact Pat
Anderson at panderson105@hotmail.com.

Christian Homebuilders Class

In 2019, the Christian Homebuilders Sunday
School class contributed $4,019 to the following
mission projects chosen by the class:
Library renovation, memorials, sanctuary
plaster repair, Wesley Foundation, Forever Young,
Sherwood teacher incentives, Neighborhood
Centers, Dorothy Day House, utility assistance,
coats for Sherwood School, Golden Cross, Rachel’s
Kids and gifts to housekeeping staff.

Our March and April Communion offerings
will go to the Memphis Conference Lenten
Hunger Offering. The 2020 beneficiaries of this
offering include: local food pantries, Reelfoot
Rural Ministries, and United Methodist
Neighborhood Centers. International
recipients include: Our Father’s House, a food
ministry in Tanzania; Project Peanut Butter
in Sierra Leone; and our feeding ministry
partners in Mexico.
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St. Luke’s United Methodist Church
480 S. Highland Street
Memphis, Tennessee 38111-4302
Sunday Worship at 8:30 and 11 a.m.
“We are becoming a faithful community of
disciples striving to share the heart, mind,
and hands of Jesus Christ with ALL people.”

Christians in Conversation Workshop

Sunday, March 8 • 12 p.m.-4 p.m. • Fellowship Hall
This workshop is offered by St. Luke’s UMC in
conjunction with the Methodist House of Studies at
Memphis Theological Seminary, The Turner Center
for Church Leadership and
UMCNext.
The goal is to prepare
pastors and lay people
for difficult conversations
around human sexuality
and the future of the
United Methodist Church
in anticipation of the 2020
General Conference.
At this retreat we will
provide models for conversation that engage in
difference without resorting to argument. Possible

outcomes of the 2020 General Conference will be
discussed and explained, especially the Protocol
of Reconciliation and Grace through Separation,
a proposal that has been in
the national news. This free
event will be held at St. Luke’s.
Other congregations within
the Memphis Conference will
be invited to attend. Lunch is
included. Call the church at
452-6262 to reserve your spot or
register at stlukesumc.org.
If you could help us with the
food by making a pot of soup or
providing a homemade dessert, please text or call
Linda Hensley at 603-9534.

