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The Epistle
Are you in a maze this Advent?
John the Baptist came preaching a baptism of
repentance and forgiveness of sin. Sin has to do
with our relationship with God. Have you kept
your relationship with your Heavenly Father as
strong as you long for it to be?
John the Baptist spoke of building a straight
road. The opposite of a straight
road, I suppose would be a
maze. Have you ever been in
a maze? Author Max Lucado
has. In one of his books he
tells about a trip his family
took to the United Kingdom.
They visited a castle. In the
center of the castle garden sat
a maze with row after row of
shoulder-high hedges, leading
to one dead end after another.
If you successfully navigate
the labyrinth, you discover
the door to a tall tower in the
center of the garden.
He says that if you were to look at their family
pictures of the trip, you’d see four of their five
family members standing on the top of the tower.
Hmmm, someone is still on the ground. Guess
who? Lucado says he was stuck in the foliage, lost
in the maze. He couldn’t figure out which way to
go. But then he heard a voice from above. “Hey,
Dad.” He looked up to the top of the tower to see
his daughter Sara, peering through the turret.
“You’re going the wrong way,” she explained.
“Back up and turn right.”
Do you think he trusted her? He didn’t have
to, he points out. He could have trusted his own

instincts, consulted other confused tourists, sat
and pouted and wondered why God would let this
happen to him. But do you know what he did? He
listened. Her vantage point was better than his.
She was above the maze. She could see what he
couldn’t.1
St. Luke’s, are you in a maze this
Advent season? Isn’t it time you
paused for a moment and listened
to God’s voice? God’s perspective
on your life is flawless. There
are several things God probably
would ask you about if you were to
listen: your relationships with your
family and friends; your priorities
with regard to your use of time
and money. Maybe that secret
sin that you run to every time
you’re feeling bad about yourself.
We don’t like to talk about sin at
Christmas time, but sin always
complicates our lives. It drags us down. It causes us
shame when God is trying to nudge us toward our
highest potential. It causes us to drift out of range of
God’s voice.
The people of Israel were not the only ones
who needed to repent to make ready for the
coming King. We need to take stock of our lives,
particularly our relationship with God.
Happy Advent,
Pastor Jim
¹The Lucado Inspirational Reader: Hope and Encouragement
for Your Everyday Life.

The Angel Tree Project
Due to restrictions brought about by the virus,
the angels will not be on the Angel Tree this year.
Instead, angels will be mailed to those who are on
our homebound list and friends of St. Luke’s UMC
who live elsewhere.
A beautiful message was written to accompany
the angels by Kathy Masters. If anyone would
like to send a small token gift to our homebound
members, please contact me for names and info.
Gifts can be crossword puzzles, word search
books, or coloring books with colored pencils. Also,
devotionals, calendars, sugar free candy, or playing
cards are great gifts too. 2020 has been challenging
for all of us. If you know of someone who is in need
of an angel, please let me know and I will try to get
one to you to give them.
Blessings … Marty Cobb, 901-324-4943 (land line)
or email me at martystitches@aol.com.

Golden Cross
For 2021, all of the Golden Cross Key Women
meetings will be virtual online Zoom meetings
in January, March, May, July, September, and
November. This is a huge change and is challenging
for those who do not use Zoom or lack access to a
computer.
Christmas will be different (yet the same
this year) as residents will continue to receive
a Christmas meal and gift in their apartments.
Please help this ministry by sponsoring a resident
or several residents by donating $15 per person
for this Christmas meal and gift. You can contact
Vickey Hobbs, St. Luke’s business manager, or
Kristi Owens, director of Golden Cross at 901-2131930 or you can mail the donation to Golden Cross,
1615 Appling Rd., Cordova, TN 38016. Anything
that you can do will be helpful.
Donations of household items are still being
accepted. There is a definite need for paper towels,
pull up adult underwear, and everyday use items.
Please do not take them to the Golden Cross offices.
You can contact Kristi Owens at Kristi@goldencross.
org or David Kabakoff David@goldencross.org for a
pick-up of your donation. Using a Reverse Advent
Calendar, items will be taken once or twice a day
to residents for 25 days in December. Other ways
to donate is to register your Kroger card for Golden
Cross or use Amazonsmile for Golden Cross.
For further info on ways to help with Golden
Cross, please contact Marty Cobb, Key Woman
for Golden Cross, at 901-324-4943 (land line) or
martystitches@aol.com.

United Methodist Women Meet
Monthly on Zoom
The United Methodist Women continue to meet
via Zoom on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 6:30
p.m. On Tuesday, December 8 we had our Zoom
Christmas celebration!
Don’t forget the opportunity to help a senior
in our Golden Cross facilities to have a Christmas
dinner. The cost is only $7 per person.
Also this year the United Methodist
Neighborhood Center has asked for gift cards of
any amount instead of buying gifts for children.
Everyone is invited to participate. For more
information contact Pat Anderson at 901-489-3757
or panderson105@hotmail.com.

Memorials
June Crowl from Harry and Bette Colter, Marilyn
Sadler, Mary Lou Cushing, Vickey Hobbs
Una Grant’s Son from Mary Lou Cushing,
Vickey Hobbs
Deanna Marion from Sarah Jane Tice
Dr. Pat Murrell from Sarah Jane Tice
Charles Reid from Deborah “Deb” Sanders
Kathryn Moore Stevens from Valerie and
Jim Cowan
Thelma Sumler from Deborah “Deb” Sanders

It’s Dot Dickey’s 90th birthday and we’re
celebrating on Sunday, December 27, 2020!
There are 3 ways to help us celebrate:
1. Open House
2:00-4:00 p.m.
Karen Kinney’s (1612 W. Churchill Downs)
masks required
2. Birthday Drive-By
If you’re uncomfortable coming
to the Open House ....
1:00-1:45 p.m.
1612 W. Churchill Downs
3. Mail a card
If you’re unable to stop by, please drop a card
in the mail to: Dot Dickey, c/w Karen Kinney,
1612 W. Churchill Downs,
Germantown, TN 38138

Board of Trustees Year End Update
2020 will certainly be a year we’ll never forget—a
year of sheltering at home, Zoom meetings, masks,
grocery (and everything else) deliveries, toilet paper
shortages (of all things!), and so much more. For
me, though, 2020 will stand out as the year I was
Board of Trustees Chair at St. Luke’s.
I offer my sincere thanks and gratitude to
the Board members for their participation,
encouragement, and just generally keeping me
on track: Jackson Wofford (Vice Chair), Cindy
Mullins (Secretary), Robert Hollingsworth, Kurt
Knotts, Betty Padgett, Larry Romey, Rick Sieger,
and Hank Jemison (who moved to Texas this year).
The accomplishments this year are the result of this
team’s work.
And, of course, many thanks to Tim Taylor, Mark
Wofford, Vickey Hobbs, and Mary Lou Cushing
for all that they do to keep St. Luke’s running
smoothly, and without whom, we would not have
been able to do so much this year.
Susan Dacus was instrumental in the design
work for many of these projects and deserves our
appreciation. And, finally, thanks to Pastor Jim for
his consistent and continued support.
During this time of limited attendance, we have
been able to complete several major projects:
• Replacing deteriorated drainpipe under the
Children’s Building

• Refinished the gym floor in the Christian Life Center
• In the Main Building:
- Renovation of second and third floor rest rooms
- New ceilings, lights, and carpeting on the
second floor
• Reconfigured communion prep room
- New water fountains with bottle fillers
- New meeting space on the south end of the
third floor
- New stair treads and landings on all
three stairwells
• Sanctuary leak repairs and preventative repairs
(outside)
• Repair damaged plaster and repaint the
Sanctuary walls (inside)
God has been gracious to us during this time.
Having the church mostly empty of people
has made these projects run more quickly and
efficiently than they would have otherwise.
There is always more work to be done, but in
2020, we have made good progress toward making
St. Luke’s a safer and more attractive place to be—
when we are all able to gather together again.
Phyllis Gay, Chair
phyllispgay@yahoo.com or 901-485-8416
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1. Gym floor
4. 3rd floor meeting space.
2. 3rd floor men’s rest room
5. New carpet on 2nd floor
3. New stair treads		
6. Repaired and painted
				
walls in sanctuary

Youth Ministry

Beth Ryan, beth.ryan@stlukesumc.org • 452-6262, ext. 119

The Youth Ministry has continued to meet in person on Sunday evenings in the gym. We will continue
meeting as safety allows. Please pray for us as we gather in the safest ways we can!

Christian Life Center News

Keaton Morris, keaton.morris@stlukesumc.org
Our inaugural season of flag football was cancelled
this year due to Covid-19. However, many of our after
school “Challengers” are here at St. Luke’s during the day
participating in virtual school classes, thanks to Ashley Scott
and her team. Despite not having a true fall sports season,
we’re still keeping our kids actively engaged and teaching the
fundamentals!
Check out this young lady’s QB throw after only a week
of coaching. Her front foot is pointed towards the target and
her “elbow is above the shoulder.” As a former high school
QB and youth football coach, I know this is almost impossible
for a child to learn after they have already formed a natural
bad habit of mostly a sidearm type throw, commonly seen in
baseball infielders. I know it was for me! Luckily Kara, Ashley’s
niece, learned before a habit was adopted.

St. Luke’s Day School Update
Amy Pearson, amy.pearson@stlukesumc.org

I am so proud of how the Day School has
responded during the Covid-19 crisis. Each teacher
is working hard to keep our students safe. Classes
are smaller. Teachers sanitize and keep their
distance from other classes (playing in separate
areas and not going into other classrooms).
In spite of these precautions we were able to
celebrate Thanksgiving, but a little differently from
our traditional Pow-Wow. Our wonderful “church
ladies” provided an adorable lunch (pictured) for
the students and a delicious salad lunch for the
teachers. We are grateful for our church support!

Covid-19 put a strain on
our Day School as we had
limited enrollment to help
keep students and teachers
safe. Our very own
Sheridan Harris offered
her photography abilities
for a “School Photo fund raiser.” The photos are
adorable! Parents received an amazing value and
the school made over $1,500. The money will be
used to help pay for the little extras in the school
while we’ve been on a “no spend” quarantine!

Children’s Ministry

In addition, the school is participating in two
projects for the holidays. We are having a food
drive and have also adopted two families for
Christmas. St. Luke’s Day School is a generous
place! I’m overwhelmed by the generosity of our
families! It may be different this year, but our faith
always brings hope!

Amy Pearson, amy.pearson@stlukesumc.org
I am excited to lead our wonderful volunteers in
the Children’s Ministry. During these strange times,
we take planning one week at a time. As of now,
in-person worship and Children’s Time is on hold.
We are working with Youth Director Beth Ryan
to provide a Sunday afternoon activity that will
continue to keep our children and youth safe.
All of our families were mailed Advent Table
Tents. The activities are all about coziness, which is
what we all need about now.
Blessings during this holiday season It may be
different this year, but our faith always brings hope!

Poinsettias 2020
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Virginia Hathorn from the Chancel Choir
Virginia Hathorn from Mozell Starks
Ruth Abernathy from her family
Bill Caldwell from his family
Marcella and Elliott Cushing and their daughter,
Carol C. Fuqua, from their family
Harold and Ida Pfanschmidt from Phyllis Gay
James Neal Williams from his granddaughters,
Noelle and Lacey
IN HONOR OF:
Dot Dickey from her girls, Mary, Karen, Phyllis
and Mary Katherine
Carol and Stan Craig from Etta, Koen and Princess

Vickey Hobbs from ML & P
Dot and her Sunday Lunch Bunch from Phyllis Gay
Terri Theil from the Chancel Choir
Wes Kirkpatrick from the Chancel Choir
Carol Craig from the Chancel Choir
Margaret Williams from her granddaughters,
Noelle and Lacey

We are pleased to announce that Rev. Dennis
Neenan will join our staff on a part-time basis
in early January. He will be working to help
members stay connected and with Pastor Jim
McKinney in pastoral care.
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Live stream each Sunday
at 10 a.m. via YouTube
www.stlukesumc.org

Virtual Christmas Celebrations!
Recorded services will premiere at noon at www.stlukesumc.org on dates listed below!
Sunday, December 13 • Nine Lessons and Carols
Chancel ensemble, strings, liturgists, and soloists
Nine Lessons and Carols is a service of Christian worship that tells the story of the fall of humanity,
the promise of the Messiah and the birth of Jesus. It is told in nine short Bible readings,
and by the singing of Christmas carols, hymns, and choir anthems.
Monday, December 21 • Longest Night of the Year
A service of reflecting, accepting, healing and hope
For those experiencing grief, loss, or hardship, the Christmas season is far from the most wonderful
time of the year. Typical holiday festivities—carol singing, decorating, and gathering with family have
been severely affected by Covid-19. Let us “lift our eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh our help. Our
help cometh from the Lord.”
Thursday, December 24 • Christmas Eve Service/A Christmas Pageant
Our Christmas pageant, Do Not Be Afraid, is centered on the narratives surrounding Jesus’ birth,
taken from the gospels of Matthew and Luke. The cast will feature many from St. Luke’s. We hope this
will be a delightful addition to your Christmas Eve celebration this year.

