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Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
In this New Year I invite you to join me in praying
for the United Methodist Church and her people in all
places across the world. I invite you to pray that we
expand our mission in every place so that those for
whom Christ is a stranger will find in Him a gracious
and generous friend.
It is no secret that the United Methodist Church has
continued to struggle with conflicting views regarding
human sexuality, and today I write to you with news
that emerged this morning about a mediated agreement
called “Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace Through
Separation.” This Protocol is a response by a number
of constituencies within our Church to propose to the
General Conference a plan that would allow a gracious
separation among faithful Christians so that we may
avoid continued distraction from the work of the
Kingdom of God.
The individuals adopting this proposal have affirmed
their recognition that they do not, and cannot, speak for
every constituency in the United Methodist Church, but
have made this proposal after prayerful consideration
about how best to go forward in doing our most
important work—making disciples of Christ.
This news comes to us from our own United
Methodist News Service. Many of you have no doubt
read reports coming from other media outlets. In light
of some of the confusing messages contained in those
reports, I would offer the following.

Some have interpreted the proposal as a decision
that has already been made, or as a call by the Council
of Bishops for a Church divide, or both. In fact, it is
neither.
The Protocol is a mediated agreement among a
group of persons who have committed individually
and collectively to pursue a common legislative
goal when the governing body of the global United
Methodist Church meets in May. That legislative
body—the General Conference—is the only body
with authority to establish the governing law of the
United Methodist Church. The group of individuals
who have come together to propose the Protocol of
Reconciliation and Grace have made clear that their
proposal is theirs alone and is not at this point an
official action of the United Methodist Church.
It is to be noted, however, that this proposal
is unique in that it was generated by a group of
individuals representing diverse advocacy groups
with contrasting views and bishops with a variety
of perspectives, rather than by a group with a single
theological perspective.
The group came together as an outgrowth
of dialogue initiated by Bishops from Central
Conferences outside the United States and
collaborated on a proposed agreement for the
separation of The United Methodist Church (UMC)
that has the unanimous support of these individuals
representing varying perspectives.
Some of the central ideas of the proposed
legislation are the following:
• The creation of four regional conferences—Africa,
U.S., Europe, Philippines—each with its own ability to
adapt the Book of Discipline;
• The ongoing existence of The United Methodist
Church;
(continued on next page)

• A path and financial support for the formation
of a new traditionalist conservative Methodist
denomination as well as other potential Methodist
denominations which may emerge;
• The removal of restrictive language related to
LGBTQ identity and practice in the post-separation
United Methodist Church immediately following the
May 2020 General Conference;
• Holding in abeyance any church disaffiliations
or closures related to human sexuality issues, and
any administrative or judicial processes regarding
restrictions in the Book of Discipline related to LGBTQ
persons, beginning January 1, 2020;
• Creation of a fund to strengthen ministries with
and among persons and communities historically
marginalized including Asian, Black, Hispanic-Latino,
Native American and Pacific Islander communities;
• Provisions allowing Annual Conferences and local
churches to vote to depart from The United Methodist
Church with their property in order to participate in
another Methodist expression, but making clear that
no Annual Conference or local church is required
to take such a vote, and no one is asked to leave or
separate from the United Methodist Church;

• Continuity of pension service from Wespath
across the various Methodist expressions.
In May of this year the General Conference will
gather to consider this document as one of a number
of proposals that are before the General Conference.
In the meantime, the work continues in the
Nashville Episcopal Area, the Memphis and Tennessee
Conferences. We continue to press toward God’s call
upon our lives to “discover, equip, connect and send
lay and clergy leaders who shape congregations that
offer Christ to a hurting world, one neighborhood at a
time.”
Change, and especially talk of separation, is
daunting: yet is heartening that persons of very
diverse views have come together to do this serious
work, and have listened to, and heard, each other. I
would remind us that despite the uncertainty, God
is doing amazing work among us and we have
tremendous leaders who are focused on making
disciples of Jesus Christ.
I recognize that for many this report is received
with some measure of anxiety. My prayer for you is
that you turn toward one another, not away from one
another.

Exciting News from our Christian Life Center
We celebrated the grand opening of our new
Fitness Room with all new equipment and a new
location just inside the Christian Life Center on the
right before you go into the gym. Check it out!
Our Silver Sneakers Flex program is celebrating
its first anniversary classes 4 days a week. Come
check out the classes Monday-Thursday at 9 a.m.
for $2 per class or free for Silver Sneakers members.
Spin N Out is a high energy mobile spin fitness
company that will be starting SPIN classes on
Mondays at 6 p.m. Cost per class is $12. The class
will be held in the CLC group ex studio.
Tai Chi (pictured below) is being offered for
FREE for 10 weeks January 7-March 10, from
10-10:30 a.m. The benefits of Tai Chi include
improvement with balance, muscle strength and
flexibility. Now is the time to give Tai Chi a try.

Come join India (pictured middle above), our
certified spin instructor, where each class empowers
riders to achieve their goals safely by focusing on core
spin moves in high energy sessions. This fat burning
class incorporates high intensity interval training
to keep your heart rate up and help you sweat the
pounds away. For more information email India
at spinnoutllc@gmail.com. $12 per class or buy a
package on the website at www.spinnoutbike.com.

Music Ministry

Sign up at
Hospitality Hall
desk or call
452-6262.
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As we begin a new year, a new decade, I just
want to say that our CHANCEL CHOIR is a very
special group of people! For those of you who
attended and contributed to our choir fundraiser,
CHRISTMAS POPS, we thank you. While it did
take time and a lot of effort, we had a blast. We have
a blast most weeks, actually.
We pray for each other, laugh with each other,
cry together, and commit our hearts and voices to
worshipping each week. I encourage those of you
who have wanted to come and try us out to do just
that. There is no signing on the dotted line just for
entering our rehearsals and it’s less painful than
you may think. You might even learn something in
the process!
We will begin rehearsals for Holy Week and
Easter in February. If you wish to be a “seasonal
singer” that’s great too! Of course, if singing
joyfully, from the pew is where you live, I
encourage you to keep “Making a Joyful Noise!”
Chancel Choir: Wednesdays, 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Wesley Bells: Resumes January 26, 3:30 p.m.
Youth Ensemble: Resumes January 26

Children’s Ministry

God has made each one of our children special
in his or her own unique way. What does “success”
mean to the Christian parent? Much of how we
guide as parents comes down to modeling. If we’re
following the footsteps of Christ, our children will
be impacted. While it’s not a guarantee that they’ll
take the road with us as they get older, but just
knowing that you are planting seeds now, lies in the
hope that God often uses to draw our children to
Himself.
Here are a few parenting traits or patterns that
will help build a pathway for your child as he or
she matures into the adult God desires them to be.
1. Teach them early and often when it comes
to the gospel message. Children are sponges. Our
goal is to create and sustain a God-centered home.
2. Instill in your children that they are
“fearfully and wonderfully” made by God. Their
self-esteem is not derived from man. Their selfesteem is rooted to their understanding of how
much their God loves them.
3. Be a student of your child’s heart and get
to know his or her special gifts and provide
opportunities for your child to grow in these

Valentine Potluck
Wednesday, February 12 • 11:30 a.m., Lounge
Soup and drinks provided. Bring a dessert or
salad. We will be decorating Valentine boxes
for our homebound members. Bring valentines,
decorations. We will provide boxes, glue, etc.
Calvary Lenten Lunch and Service
Wednesday, March 4 • Leave at 9:45 a.m.
Luncheon is $3-$12. Rabbi Micah Greenstein
Meet us at Memphis Botanical Gardens
Wednesday, April 15 • 11:30 a.m.
Admission $8. Lunch at Fratelli’s cafe ($6-$12).
Come join us and enjoy the SPRING flowers!
Bachermann’s Country Store, Whiteville, TN
Wednesday, May 13
We are planning a road trip to stock our shelves
with Amish treats. Details to come.
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areas. There is nothing sweeter than to see our
sons and daughters glorify God with their unique
giftedness.
4. Dedicate time each day to acknowledge God
in your lives. Allow your children to find the joy
of walking with Christ every day by your example
and engaging them in the conversation of how He
loves us and others.
5. Always reinforce that our greatest life goal is
to glorify God in all we do. When it’s all said and
done, this is the essence of life—to glorify God with
our lives.
KID’S KONNECT, for ages 3½ through 5th grade,
Sundays, 5:00 p.m.-6:15 p.m. Light snack included.
*COMING SOON . . .

Parenting in the Real World Workshop

Sunday, February 23, 5:00-7:00 p.m.
A free workshop, beginning with a pizza supper
in the Fellowship Hall will include activities for
kids and youth, parenting sessions for preschool,
elementary, and middle-high schooler on various
topics! Online signups coming soon!

Youth & Young Adults
Youth Ministry

Youth Ministry is preparing for a busy time of
year! Our Sunday School classes will continue
to meet every Sunday. We had eight students at
Confirmation Sunday! We will meet for Sunday
nights on January 19 and 26 for activities and
discussions about mission and service.
If you know someone who may be interested in
Youth or Young Adult activities, contact Beth Ryan
for more information!

Smorgasbord’s Got Trivia

Sunday, February 9 at Noon
The Youth Ministry invites you to come eat
great food and have a great time raising money
for summer youth activities. There will be a trivia
competition again this year, so start thinking about
your team and preparing your brain! The trivia will
be 5 rounds of 10 questions and teams will be made
up of 6 persons. Registration for trivia teams is $60
($10 per person). See Beth to register!
You don’t have to play trivia to come to the
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event! You can come as a spectator! We will also
need everyone to bring food. Postcards with food
assignments will go out at the end of January.
Join us as we share lunch and play! Adults: $4.00,
Children: $3.00, Family Max: $15.00. Thank you for
supporting our St. Luke’s Youth!

Souper Bowl
of Caring

On Sunday, February
2, our youth will
participate in the Souper
Bowl of Caring. At the
end of worship, we will
be at the doors holding
soup pots and we would like everyone to drop in
at least $1.00, if not the cost of a meal. That way, we
can give the money to help feed people who are
hungry and we can all play in the Souper Bowl. All
of the money collected will go directly to hungry
people both here at St. Luke’s and abroad. Thank
you for helping us feed our community!

Sit & Sew Ministry

Thank you everyone for participation in the
Angel Tree Project. The theme this year was “Be An
Angel, Take An Angel.”
Over 30 inactive members were visited with a
small gift and an angel. Those who took the gifts
also received an angel for their tree. This was a
reminder that angels are all around us and our
faith family loves and supports those who can
longer attend worship for a variety of reasons. This
was a successful project and I hope to continue
with it in years to come. For more information
about our sewing ministry contact Marty Cobb at
martystitches@aol.com.

St. Luke’s Day School

Happy New Year! We are excited to be back in
the swing of things and start a new semester.
Registration for the 2020-2021 school year begins
on January 21 for our current families and on
February 3 for new families. We are giving tours
daily showing off our wonderful program. Thank
you St. Luke’s Church for allowing us to fill your
halls each day—we are so thankful for your vision
to serve the children of this community.
— Amy Turman, amy.turman@stlukesumc.org

Come out and support our Junior Jammers that
play each Saturday morning at the Christian Life
Center from 9:00-10:15 a.m. through February 15!

United Methodist Women

Gifts in Memory

Women’s Bible Study

Gifts in Honor

The UMW Cookbook will be available later
this month. Cookbooks are only $10 each and
celebrate the 150th anniversary of the founding
of United Methodist Women in 1869. We will
be cooking from recipes in the the cookbook
at A Taste of St. Luke’s on Sunday, April 26,
immediately following worship. Tickets for
A Taste of St. Luke’s will go on sale the first
Sunday in April.
UMW Sunday is coming February 23! Our
guest speaker is Rebeca Ernst, Metro District
UMW President and a member of Aldersgate
UMC. Rebeca is an energetic speaker, and
we’re looking forward to her message.
Please note that we’re changing our
schedule. There will be no meetings in January
or February. We will pick up again in March
and continue through December.
Begins January 21, Tuesday mornings at 9:00 a.m.
and Tuesday evenings at 6:00 p.m.

Melinda Kaler, 212-5365, is the contact for
the day group and Carla Taylor, 619-7982, is
the contact for the evening group. We will be
studying Uncommon Sense—A Study of Proverbs,
a 6-week study. Please call leaders to register.

Financial Peace University

Starts Sunday, February 2, 2020, 9:00-10:30
a.m. We will be happy to answer any questions
you may have, or call George or Cindy Mullins
at 269-589-7414 for more information. You can
register at fpu.com/1103624.

Golden Cross Ministry

Thank you to everyone for supporting the
Golden Cross Ministry. We collect items for the
Move-In Kits all year long. Please bring your
donations to Room 108. For more information
on Golden Cross, email martystitches@aol.com.

Bravo to Linda McKinley!

Linda McKinley is a former member and
Day School music teacher who has recently
written a children’s book titled Briggsy’s Time to
Shine. She has graciously donated a copy to our
children’s library. This book may be purchased
through Amazon or Novel.

Christine Scott by Mary Lou Cushing
Pat Murrell by Mary Lou Cushing, Barbara
Caldwell, Stella Day, Jeanne Varnell, Bob & Janie
Hendrix, Ed & Anita Barlow
Carolyn Wages by Gloria & Jerry Buckaloo,
Vickey Hobbs, Christian Homebuilders Class,
Karen Kinney, Barbara Caldwell, David & April
Carpenter, Samuel Boldrick III, Mary Evelyn
Goodwin, Hal & Betty Padgett, Kristen DeanGrossman, Bob & Janie Hendrix, Ben Wages,
Carrie Schwartz, Rorie Read, Steven & Margaret
Dean, David & Virginia Wages, Red Door Wealth
Management LLC, Mike & Jennifer Muhlbauer,
Mary Palmer, Stella Day, Joe & Helen Sciara,
Shelia Swan, John Bridges, Alan Malcolm
Loved Ones by Sue Gray
Eloise Deaton by C. Dudley Deaton III
Dr. Grover Bowles by Kristen Dean-Grossmann

Wes Kirkpatrick’s beautiful music by Doey Barrar
Bob & Janie Hendrix by Patsye H. Dulmer
David Hensley Family by Barbara Caldwell
Jerry & Sue Whitt by Barbara Caldwell
George & Betty Green by Barbara Caldwell
Mary Lou Cushing by Barbara Caldwell
Pat Anderson by Barbara Caldwell
Pastor Jim and family by Sue Gray
Our Sunday School Teachers by The Loyal
Stewards Class
Helen Wofford by Harry & Bette Colter

You are invited to a reception celebrating

Wes Kirkpatrick
for 20 years of service

as our church organist
Sunday, February 2
immediately after 11 a.m. service
Church Parlor
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St. Luke’s United Methodist Church
480 S. Highland Street
Memphis, Tennessee 38111-4302
Sunday Worship at 8:30 and 11 a.m.
“We are becoming a faithful community of
disciples striving to share the heart, mind,
and hands of Jesus Christ with ALL people.”

Workshop Opportunity—All are welcome!
Much has been in the news recently about the
United Methodist Church. What are the possible
outcomes of the upcoming General Conference?
How will it affect local churches and pastors?
How do those of us who have
differences of opinions talk and
listen to each other gracefully?
If you have these or other
concerns and questions, the
workshop described below is
for you! St. Luke’s will host,
and offer this opportunity
to congregations within the
Memphis Conference. Please
join us!”
Christians in Conversation in a Polarized Culture:
Human Sexuality and the Future of The United
Methodist Church: This workshop, offered by

the Methodist House of Studies at Memphis
Theological Seminary and The Turner Center for
Church Leadership, is focused on preparing pastors
and lay people for difficult conversations around
human sexuality and the future
of the United Methodist Church
in anticipation of the 2020 General
Conference.
At this retreat, we will provide
models for conversations that engage
in difference without resorting to
argument.
This retreat is hosted at St. Luke’s
United Methodist Church on
February 23 from 12:00-4:00 p.m. Lunch is included.
Call the church at 452-6262 to reserve your spot or
register at stlukesumc.org.

