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The Epistle

All Saints Day
Sunday, November 1, 2020, was All Saints Day.
On this day we remembered those “saints” who
have gone on to glory. We give thanks for the
contributions they made to our lives. Who are these
saints? Frederick Buechner says, “I mean saints as
men and women who are made not out of plaster
and platitude and moral perfection but out of
human flesh. I mean saints who have their rough
edges and their blind spots like everyone else,
but whose lives are transparent to something so
extraordinary that ever so often it stops us dead in
our tracks.”1
St. Luke's, saints are everyday Christians whose
lives reflect the life of Jesus Christ and on All Saints
Sunday we remembered those ordinary people of
extraordinary commitment. We remember those
special people who meant so much to the church
and to our faith development.
Leo Buscalgia died in 1998. In one of his books
he remembers and gives thanks for his father. He
writes: “Papa has been dead for years, but my
hallways still resound with his footsteps, his laugh,
and the lilt of his speech. His special glow emerges
from the memories of secret places and often causes
me to pause and picture him as he was.”
Buscalgia remembers the last time he was with
his father. They were walking on the sand near
the ocean at Waikiki. His father “looked old and
tired, and his brisk walk was now a slow, pained
gait.” As they were walking along the shore, writes
Buscalgia, “I had an uncontrollable urge to stop
right there and take him into my arms and hug
him. But Papa, always the nurturer, spared me the

trouble. He stopped and reached out to me, took me
into his arms and spoke the very thoughts I wanted
to express. ‘Don't be sad,’ he said. ‘We’ve had a nice
life together.’ “2
St. Luke’s, we remember the following special
persons who died in 2020, and we give thanks to
God for the privilege of walking beside them and
for their positive influence:
Dr. Pat Murrell
May Gordon
Carolyn Wages
Kay Cocke
Eddie Spencer
Ellen White
Sully Tucker
Dr. William Howick
Mai Davis
Rev. Shirley Lynn
Virginia Hathorn
Elsie Schoof
Dr. Mary Bowles
Lawrence Taylor
Dr. Deanna Marion
Fredrick Buechner, The Clown In The Belfry (San Francisco:
Harper Collins Publisher, 1992), pp. 143-144.
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Leo Buscalgia, Papa, My Father (New York: Slack, 1989),
pp. 108-109.
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Church Directories Available

Greeting Cards for Homebound

If you would like a printed copy of the
church directory, you may pick up a copy in the
Hospitality Hall during regular office hours
(9 a.m.-4 p.m.) or on Sunday mornings. If you need
a copy mailed to you, please call the church office
at 452-6262.
The member directory is also available online
at www.instantchurchdirectory.com and by
downloading the App on your phone.

Alice Roberts, Jeanne Debo, and Pat Anderson
have been sending cards to our sweet homebound
friends. If you know of someone who is
homebound and would enjoy receiving a card, we
would be happy to add them to our list. Just let
Jeanne Debo know at 901-826-4581 or jeanne.debo@
att.net.
Also, if anyone has any greeting cards that
they don’t know what to do with, we would
appreciate the donation! We send cards mostly for
encouragement and birthdays.

Honorariums

Lynne McAlexander from Miller Delgadillo
Donna Thurmond from Pat, Jeanie and Alice
“Those who make the Sanctuary ready
for Sunday” from Sarah Jane Tice

Help Beautify our Sanctuary for
the Christmas Season!

If you have an email address in our church
directory, you will be able to set up an account with
your own log in at www.instantchurchdirectory.
com. If you are unable to log in, or wish to change
your email address, please email donna.thurmond@
stlukesumc.org.

Donors and honorees will be listed in a
special flyer that will be available on Sunday,
December 13. This flyer will also be sent to
those on our email list. Poinsettias are $15
each. Please complete this form and return
with payment to St. Luke’s UMC, 480 S.
Highland 38111, by Tuesday, December 8.

Name
Phone
Email
In Honor of

The most convenient way to access the directory is
by downloading the App on your phone!

In Memory of

Youth Ministry

Beth Ryan, beth.ryan@stlukesumc.org • 452-6262, ext. 119

The Youth Ministry has been meeting in person on the St. Luke’s Green Space/parking lot on Sunday
nights. As the weather is getting cooler and daylight ends earlier, we are now meeting in the gym area.
Please pray for us as we gather in the safest ways possible!

Music Ministry

Terri Theil, terri.theil@stlukesumc.org • 452-6262, ext. 103

The Chancel Ensemble is rehearsing virtually each Wednesday to prepare for Sunday worship. I am
blessed to work with these talented individuals! Thanks to all who have and are continuing to participate.
We will be recording a “live” Lessons and Carols that will be posted to our YouTube channel on December
13. This service will include familiar carols and anthems of the season.—Terri Theil
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St. Luke’s United Methodist Church
480 S. Highland Street
Memphis, Tennessee 38111-4302
“We are becoming a faithful community of
disciples striving to share the heart, mind,
and hands of Jesus Christ with ALL people.”

Sunday Worship at 10 a.m.
To make a reservation for inperson worship, please visit our
website at www.stlukesumc.org.
Please wear a mask, but if you
should forget yours, we have
masks available.

Live Streaming via YouTube
Worship with us live on Sundays

at 10 a.m. by visiting our YouTube
channel. The link is available at
www.stlukesumc.org.

Join us for worship in-person or by
livestream at 10 a.m.

