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The Epistle
A Sweet Sound Moment
Being Called By Our Name
by Pastor Dennis Neenan

H

earing a babbling brook, birds singing, children
playing, a hearty sincere remark like you sure
look nice today, and please and thank you are
welcomed treats.
Another pleasing reception is hearing our name.
From the time of birth, and thereafter, our name is what
separates us from all other 6.5 billion neighbors on earth
from immediate family to all surrounding us in the
world. At the same time, our names are equalizers. They
tell of no age, no stage, no socio-economic, degree of
education, ethnicity, or hues of skin. Names are a part of
our oneness.
Others have our name too or we have theirs. Normally
there is a kind of immediate bonding with “Hey, that’s
my name, too.” Our name, which we carry place to place,
is one of those few matters we don’t get jealous about
if others are named the same. I’ve heard some say they
don’t like their name, but that’s only been a few.
Our name, too, is one of the few words placed on a
grave marker along with birth date and death date, and
maybe a saying. When visited, more of than not, a smile
dashes across the visitor’s face with a word of thanks.
Friendly greetings always are well received like “Hi,
a beautiful day, isn’t it?” or “glad you are here,” but
putting our name in the greeting hits the spot—very
delightful! And how being called by our name tells a lot
about the moment we are in.
Industry has captured this delighting sound. Any
number of fast food outlets asks for our name in
ordering. And when the order is ready, we hear that
sweetest sound. In recent times, a soft drink company
focused on names by putting them on bottles and cans.
More than a few to be sure have their special vessel
stored or out in the open as a keepsake. Even a pizza

chain named the cows on their to go pizza boxes: Stells,
Edna, Abigail, Estelle and Nancy—to bring us a smile.
Being called by our name has some boundaries—
especially with respect to parents or adults. I heard a
friend tell me a story of him calling his neighbor by his
first name while traveling in the truck with his dad. His
dad said, “Son, you put a handle on that. That’s Mr.
Smith, nor George,” with Charlie saying, “Yes, sir.” Even
being addressed by Mr., Mrs., Ms., or Miss followed with
their last name can be pleasing.
There is no doubt about it, hearing our name puts a
leap in our heart, zip in our step, feeling as though we
just had a sip of heaven. I know my sheep by name, the
Good Book says.
Many have admitted, it’s hard for me to remember
names. One reason is that we have at our disposal all
sorts of media devices to enter in necessary data like our
name, so our listening and remembering skills are not as
sharp as decades gone by.
With a bit of disciple, it is possible, very possible, to
remember the names of one another after first meeting.
Look at what happens when the moment takes place. It’s
hey you remember my name thank you.
Some tips to remember include:
• When you ask for another’s name, listen real close
• Right away call them by their name several times in
a conversation
• Write down their name five times as soon as you can
after leaving them, saying it as you do
• Study the names before going to a gathering place
where more than likely you will see them.
How sweet the sound. Our names. Embracing,
engaging, exciting, endearing, and enduring.

Bible Project Virtual Sunday School
and Independent Study

The Bible Project Virtual Sunday School class
is off to a great start! In early August, we began
meeting and discussing meaningful lessons on
God’s character.
Each Friday, participants receive an email that
includes an audio message, a Bible project video,
scripture references, discussion questions, and a
Zoom meeting invitation.
Larry Kaler, Kurt Knotts, Amy and Denton
Pearson, and Harry Colter are doing a great job
facilitating the class, and we have been so pleased
with the Bibleproject.com materials.

The class meets (virtually) on Sunday mornings
from 8:30 to 9:15 a.m. This allows participants
enough travel time to attend our 10 a.m. in-person
worship service.
Some people prefer to use the materials for
independent study, which is fine. Independent
Study Students and Virtual Students receive the
same lesson via email.
If you would like to receive the weekly Bible
Project lesson, or have any questions, feel free to
call or text Lynne McAlexander at 550-3091 or email
wmcalex974@aol.com.

Coming Soon . . . Discipleship Bands
A

discipleship band is a group of three to five
people who read together, pray together, and
meet together to become the love of God for one
another and the world.
There are many paths to Christian maturity.
Many of us have gone to church for years, but have
never been truly discipled. Do you want to gain
heart knowledge rather than just head knowledge
about God? Are you looking for something deeper?
Do you want to invite the Holy Spirit into your life?
But, are you busy and short on time? Discipleship
bands might be the answer.
The daily readings on the Discipleship Band
App are meaningful but, only take about five
minutes to read. Bands meet once a week either
virtually or in person for only about an hour—
but the payback can be tremendous! Earlier this

summer, we tested this concept and identified
people who liked it enough to continue with their
bands. Others are willing to serve as shepherds
for other bands in their initial two weeks to a
month, to provide support and training. If you are
interested in being a part of a discipleship band, go
to discipleshipbands.com, click on “Intro Videos,”
and watch the introductory videos to see what a
discipleship band could do for you.
If you already know of three or four friends
of your same gender with whom you would like
to band, if you need help putting a band together
from the other interested St. Luke’s folks, or if you
need more information, contact Amber Wofford at
amber@woffordfamily.net or 901-491-9510.

With constraints on our movements and way
of life becoming more and more restricted, we are
feeling a loss of control not experienced since the
second World War. In losing the ability to sing
in a choir, or rehearse together, in person, we are
missing our normal social support from our church
music friends and we have lost some sense of being
able to control our day-to-day lives. But making
music provides a means to regain control.
Communities around the world have turned to
music during COVID-19. From YouTube parodies
to apartment block sing-a-longs, it can help
maintain a sense of community. Our own Chancel
Choir meets weekly on Zoom to sing, distantly but
together.
For some, this new-found way of doing music
might have begun with trying to break the boredom
of staying confined at home. But for others, like
myself, it was a necessity to keep the music alive.
Music creates a sense of belonging and
participation. It is an antidote to the growing sense
of isolation in society in general. Social distancing
and geographical isolation do not have to result in
social isolation. In the face of uncertainty and panic,
music is a balm for soothing anxiety, enhancing
community connections, and in some ways acting
in defiance of a threat to community spirit.
We have seen this before. People sang as flames
rose through the roof of the historic Notre Dame

Cathedral last April. Hymns in the streets of Paris
could be heard even when nothing else would be
able to save the beloved Cathedral.
This spontaneous reaction seemed to reflect the
need of Parisians to reassure each other that their
community would continue. The music also seemed
to be offered to the cathedral itself—reassurance
that she was being supported by her community in
her time of need.
Singing is an external expression of gratitude
in helping people to cope in times of crisis. The
ability of music to increase human interaction
was probably a key reason for its development,
allowing early generations to express emotions and
intentions effectively. This communication could
prove decisive in times of stress, and ultimately
mean the difference between life and death. We
are seeing this age-old human interaction, once
again, being used as an emotional response to the
COVID-19 pandemic to keep communities pulling
together.
Music has not yet lost its importance for
humanity. Church, wherever you are . . .
KEEP SINGING!
Our Chancel Choir meets on Zoom weekly on
Wednesday evenings at 6:30. Contact Terri Theil for
more information!
—Terri Theil, terri.theil@stlukesumc.org • 452-6262, ext. 103

United Methodist Women
I am sad and regret to inform you that our
Craft Fair for fall 2020 has been cancelled. At this
time it just doesn’t feel safe to have large groups
of people together so we will try again in 2021.
United Methodist Women continues to meet
via Zoom. Phyllis Gay has presented some very
informative and timely programs and we also
get to visit. Please join us even if you are not in a
Circle.
If you have not completed your pledge
you may send it to the church and Mary Lou
Cushing will be glad to receive it and post it to
your envelope.
As we begin a new program year we hope
you will Zoom with us until it is safe to meet in
person.
Cookbooks are for sale for only $10 and this
celebrates our 150 years as an organization. I
hope you will consider purchasing one.
See you on Zoom the 2nd Tuesday of each
month at 6:30 p.m.—Pat Anderson

Socially distanced choral singing! In addition, there is a freestanding, transparent shield in front of each choir
member which adds a physical barrier.

Thank you to our wonderful United Methodist Women for supplying all the items needed for our bags for
Project Transformation over the summer! Another thank you to our wonderful volunteers who helped put
the bags together. Thank you to everyone who supports Project Transformation!

Youth Ministry

Beth Ryan, beth.ryan@stlukesumc.org • 452-6262, ext. 119

Youth Ministry continues to meet online on Zoom on Wednesday nights, but we are meeting in person on
the St. Luke’s Green Space/parking lot on Sunday nights. We will continue meeting on the Green Space as
weather/safety will allow. Please pray for us as we gather in the safest ways we can!

Young Adult Ministry
We had a couple of young adults come to
catch up on the Green Space on July 27 and our
team got back to Saturday Supper on August 8!
If you have an interest in meeting during
this time (virtually or safely in person), please
let me know! As always, if you know someone
who may be interested in Youth or Young Adult
activities, please contact me to get connected.

In Memory of
Luther Donell from Kim Norwood
Virginia Hathorn from Stella Day
Shirley Lynn from Sue Gray, Sarah Jane Tice
Deanna Barnwell Marion from Stella Day

In Honor of
Betty Carter from Kathy and Bettye Masters
Worship Committee and Ushers from
Sarah Jane Tice

Sunday Worship Service
10 a.m., Sanctuary
We are now just having ONE service on Sundays
at 10 a.m. in the Sanctuary! We will continue
observing our safe distancing policies and wearing masks while in the building. If you
have any mobility issues, please use the entrance on the south side of the building so you
may access the elevator.
We understand if you still do not feel comfortable worshiping in-person, so we will
continue to email and post our services to the website on Sunday evenings. We are also
looking at other possibilities for videotaping our worship services that will serve you
better.
To make a reservation for in-person worship services, please visit www.stlukesumc.
org or call 452-6262.

