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PROGRAM
DESIGN
GRADES K-5
Our K-5 courses were built with the 21st century student in mind. Courses integrate
online and offline activities to support multiple learning styles and to ensure that
students are able to show mastery of concepts down to the objective level.
All K-5 Courses include a Resource Module
which includes the following:
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Information for the Learning Coach
Materials needed for the course
A Getting Started section for the
student
An About Me Survey
Teacher’s Guide
Information about the Independent
Reading Program

High-interest, ageappropriate stories and
informational texts were
written especially for our
courses based on the sight
and spelling words for
each lesson. Lessons and
activities are interactive
and visually engaging for
young learners.

English Language Arts
Each of the modules in our K-3 English Language Arts (ELA) courses
are comprised of a variety of lesson components for a balanced literacy program, including:

KEY FEATURES OF OUR
LESSONS INCLUDE:
INTERACTIVES
Embedded interactives allow
students to interact with newly
learned concepts and receive
immediate feedback
VIDEOS
Videos are used to support the
understanding of new concepts
throughout the course

WORKSHEETS
Worksheets are included as
another method of practicing
each concept throughout
the year

Lesson
Component

Description

Spelling

Weekly spelling words focus on a phonics pattern and sight words.

Sight Words

Each week students will be introduced to new sight words for their grade level.
Sight word flashcards are included in the lessons for students to print and
study or add to a word wall

Vocabulary

Vocabulary words are new words found in the weekly reading selection.

Reading

Weekly stories match the theme of the week. There are both fiction and nonfiction literature to practice reading comprehension and fluency.

Grammar

Weekly stories match the theme of the week. There are both fiction and nonfiction literature to practice reading comprehension and fluency.

Writing

A different type of writing is introduced each week using the writing process.
Prewriting, drafting, editing, revising and publishing stages are all practiced.

Phonics

There are weekly phonics activities incorporated in each lesson within each
module.

Fluency

Once a week, students will be asked to record themselves reading the weekly
story. They will submit the recording to their teacher for a fluency check.

Handwriting

Students will work on weekly handwriting assignments to practice letter
formation in manuscript and eventually in cursive as they move up in grades.

ELEMENTARY
INDEPENDENT
READING PROGRAM
Leveled Independent
Reading Programs

Students in our courses
may choose among several
high-interest, high-quality
novels

Students are expected to read
books that they choose at their
reading level daily for 30-40
minutes a day. Teachers assess
the student’s reading level and
review with them how to choose
a ‘just right’ book.

In Grades 4 and 5 ELA, novel studies are
introduced. Reading specialists believe
that allowing students some choice in
what they read for school is one of the
best ways to help them become life-long,
fluent readers. Students in our courses
may choose among several high-interest,
high-quality novels written especially
for readers in upper elementary grades.
Novel study guides accompany these
independent reading activities.

ELEMENTARY
SCIENCE COURSES
Accelerate’s elementary Science courses grabs students’
interests by inviting them into
the world of hands on activities,
videos, and experiments.
Grades K-3 Science use a
mixture of activities that propel
students to explore the world
around them, combined with
hands on experiences using
nature and common household
items.
Grades 4-5 Science provide a
rich multimedia experience,
while also providing students
opportunities for hands-on
activities, where appropriate.
Many standards require the use
of some off-line activity, particularly when reading literature
or performing labs. Science
courses are aligned to Next
Generation Science Standards
(NGSS).

K-3 MATH COURSES
Our K-3 Math courses are structured in the same fashion and
include the same key features in
each lesson.
As learners progress through
each grade level, they build on
their skill mastery of these key
components that are focused on
throughout each course.

Social Studies Courses
Students are asked to continue literary
development and asked to write across
the curriculum in activities.
Social Studies courses help bring realworld application to students in the
21st century.

ACTIVITIES AND
ASSIGMENTS
K-3 math activities and assignments are engaging and age appropriate for young learners.

Grades 4-5 Math
In Grades 4-5 Math, students learn
math topics drawing from a vari-ety
of sources, including hands on
activities, interactive lessons, and
practical math applications.

Grades 6-12

Lesson Pages
The first page students see when they enter a lesson is an Introduction page that summarizes the
objectives of the lesson, any prerequisites or materials required to complete the lesson, and a list of
key words referenced in the lesson.

Ensuing lesson pages contain a combination of written direct 			
instruction, interactive videos, as well as frequent practice activities.
Accelerate Education’s 6-12 courses are
designed to engage students with different
learning styles and abilities, utilizing rich,
interactive learning assets that provide
both visual and auditory stimulation. Using
cutting-edge technology, the courses offer
rich, rigorous, in-depth standards aligned
multimedia lessons.

activities. These resources are especially
powerful for relating instructional concepts
to real-world contexts.

Students interact with this content via multiple presentation formats, including photos,
visual learning animations, videos, interactive
text, and guided and independent practice

6-12 COURSES

Guided and independent practice activities
Students will encounter many chances to practice and get immediate feedback on
their progress through a variety of guided and independent practice activities. Practice
activities may include:

14

1

Interactive multiple -choice questions
with immediate feedback and hints

2

Drag-and-drop diagrams, lists, charts,
and illustrations

3

Graphic organizers to review and organize thoughts

Independent Practice activities with scaffolded feedback
allow students to check their
knowledge and optimize their
use of review material prior to
taking lesson assessments.

Multimedia
Accelerate Education’s 6-12 courses use multimedia extensively to engage learners and address
multiple learning styles. Multimedia presentations enhance concepts presented in the text, connect
content with related subject areas, and assist students in grasping key ideas.

Videos are included in each module and are integrated
into many of the project-based lessons. Examples include
the following:

Video tutorials & demonstrations
of scientific concepts

Learning to create a
research plan

Videos teaching critical thinking
and problem solving

Lessons teach real-world
application of curriculum

Laboratory Demonstration

Enhancement Videos

Video Tutorials

Science in the World Videos

Major concepts in 6-12 science
courses are presented as hypothesis-driven experiments. Videos
provide experiential learning
opportunities and show how
science applies to daily life. After
an experiment is completed,
students are encouraged to take
what they’ve learned and ask
more probing questions. Proper
lab safety and data collection are
demonstrated.

Videos are employed to enhance
instruction on complex assignments. This video provides
guidance about working on an
analytical research project.

Videos are used to develop critical thinking and model problem
solving skills. This multimedia
tutorial demonstrates how
students can use manipulatives
to model and solve problems.
These videos help students tie
lesson concepts to real-world
contexts and experiences.

Videos provide students an
opportunity to look at the realworld relationships of concepts
covered in science courses.
These videos are designed to
engage students’ curiosity and
motivate them to move into the
module.

6-12 COURSES USE MULTIMEDIA

SY2021 Course Catalogs
Elementary School Course Catalog
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SY2021 Course Catalogs
Middle School Course Catalog

SY2021 Course Catalogs
High School Course Catalog

Reporting
Accelerate Education provides an array of real-time reports to help
administrators and teachers effectively manage their programs. Both
summary level and detailed reporting is available.

Enrollment Progress and Performance by School
Schools can view summary information for all student enrollments and quickly see progress
and performance information for their implementation.

Time Based Performance Report
Administrators and teachers can view student progress for a specific time period for an implementation or school and easily determine if students are making adequate progress.

Classroom and Student Level Performance by Common Core
Standard
Teachers can view class or individual student progress by Common Core Standards to ensure
students are prepared for state tests.

STudent Performance Overview
At a glance, students can see an overview of their progress and performance in each course.

Reporting
Activity Reporting: Time on Task
Teachers and parents can view detailed student activity that may be used for attendance,
instructional intervention or truancy reporting needs.

Detailed Student Assessment Results
Teachers can view detailed assessment results and provide specific written, audio or video
feedback to students.

Teacher Dashboard:
The teacher dashboard reports on a multitude of data views such as: overall performance
summary, course summary, student summary, and active courses summary.

Differentiated
Instruction
Accelerate Education’s iDEAL Learning Library offers an unprecedented level of individualization and
customization—all delivered in a powerful digital format. The iDEAL Learning Library is a cultivated
collection of more than 30,000 digital learning objects. Each learning object focuses on a discrete set
of objectives and includes all of the necessary instruction, practice, and assessment to address those
objectives.

iDEAL Learning Library

Teachers may preview any of the
learning objects to assess their
appropriateness given the specific
student need.

With the IDEAL Learning Library, teachers can
create individualized learning plans to address
each student’s unique needs. Detailed assessment reports help teachers determine each
student’s mastery of the objectives in his or her
learning plan, leading to more efficient, effective use of student and teacher time.
Accelerate’s platform gives teachers the ability
to identify and select specific intervention
resources targeted to the specific needs of each
student. Teachers can search and filter items

using a wide variety of criteria, including topic,
grade level, standard, format, and subject.
These search and filter options allow teachers
to not only select personalized resources to
meet student needs, but also streamline the
intervention process.
Teachers may preview any of the learning
objects to assess their appropriateness given
the specific student need.

Special
Populations Support
Accelerate Education courses have been carefully designed to meet a broad range of learner needs. They
provide supportive accommodations for many special populations, including English language learners and
student with special needs.

Accelerate’s course content
is segmented into smaller
topics to increase retention
and expand opportunities for
assessment
Limited text on each screen provides increased
focus and allows for additional time to devote
to practice activities. Course materials include
a mix of video and motion multimedia components to provide students with opportunities to use visual, kinesthetic, and auditory
learning methods. Additionally, students can
work at their own pace, without specific time
constraints.
Accessibility Toolbar
Accelerate Education courses meet the accessibility needs of students through an easy-to-use
software toolbar that is integrated directly into
our courses. From this toolbar, students can:
• Have on-screen text read aloud;
• Translate text into more than 30 languages;
• Look up terms in an on-screen dictionary or
picture dictionary; or,
• Mask their screen with a line reader or

letterbox-style guide.
These literacy and language support features
provide a needed personalized learning
experience for all types of learners, including
students with dyslexia and other learning difficulties, English language learners, as well as
high performing students.

select text to be read aloud using natural
sounding male and female voices. This text
to speech tool is accompanied by dual color
highlighting.

Text to Speech
Accelerate Education courses come equipped
with text to speech tools to help students who
have may have deficiencies or difficulty reading. These tools, which are embedded in the
course and require no additional third-party
software, provide ready, built-in support for
emerging readers, students with disabilities,
and English language learners.

The read aloud feature enables students to

The read aloud feature enables students to select text to be read aloud using natural sounding
male and female voices. This text to speech tool is accompanied by dual color highlighting.

Special Populations Support

Translation
Accelerate Education courses come equipped
with software that allows for text and audio
translation into more than 30 different
languages. Students may elect to have single
words or complete passages translated and
spoken aloud.

On-screen Dictionary
and Picture Dictionary
An on-screen dictionary provides definitions
of words with read aloud options to improve
students’ reading comprehension. A picture
dictionary displays images for selected words
to improve fluency and understanding.

Screen Masking
Screen masking helps maintain focus and
reduces eyestrain. This is also helpful for
students who need assistance with tracking.
Different screen masking methods are available, including the letterbox-style depicted
below.

Implementation
& Support
Accelerate Education offers comprehensive implementation planning,
monitoring, and support, as well as multiple approaches to product and
leadership training. These processes are folded into our larger Facilitated Transformation
Process, which was developed out of our pioneering
work to promote personalized learning in high needs urban districts.
We recognized key ingredients to implementing impactful personalized
learning models and combined them into one comprehensive process
that effectively scales to support accelerated learning.

COMPREHENSIVE
IMPLEMENTATION
PALNNING

Below is an overview of our Facilitated Transformation Model. When implemented together, these components have been found to be especially
impactful; however, they can also be offered as modular components that
can be combined into custom professional development programs.

MONITORING & SUPPORT

Training can be customized to fit District timelines.
Accelerate Education’s modular implementation and training can be tailored to meet your district’s specific timelines and priorities. For the best
implementation results, it is strongly recommended that districts utilize
Transformation Boot Camp as part of their training and implementation
roadmap.

PRODUCT & LEADERSHIP TRAINING

Technology
System Security and Reliability
Accelerate Education ensures system security and reliability by protecting school and student data while making instructional content
and data available for users at all times. Accelerate Education proactively ensures that content and data is protected from a security
breach because all systems, software, and applications are continually updated with the latest security measures, keeping Accelerate
Education systems ahead of and protected from current hacking techniques, viruses, and other threats to system security. Additionally, Accelerate Education content is reliably available for teachers and students because as a cloud-based solution, virtual servers are
easily made available when needed.

System Access
Accelerate Education ensures the right people have the right level of access to student information by using role-based permissions
using system-determined roles such as: administrator, observer (mentor), and teacher. This ensures that the appropriate level of
student performance data is available to the right school staff.
Additionally, Accelerate Education can integrate with existing student information systems so that schools and districts can authenticate users on their own systems and silently log them in to the Accelerate Education’s learning platform where they will access their
courseware.

Web Filtering
Accelerate Education courses and content support the use of web filtering and security software that allows schools to use firewalls
and block prohibited websites. All Accelerate Education is hosted on identifiable domains and any supplemental content that is linked
to on the internet is done so directly within the course content.
A “white list” is available of all external URL links for customers to establish the directory of approved websites for any web filtering
program. This will allow students to access the full course contents but still preventing access to prohibited websites.

Disaster Recovery
All Accelerate Education’s hardware is cloud-based. Cloud computing, based on virtualization, takes a very different approach to
disaster recovery. With virtualization, the entire server, including the operating system, applications, patches and data is encapsulated
into a single software bundle or virtual server. This entire virtual server can be copied or backed up to an offsite data center and spun
up on a virtual host in a matter of minutes.
Since the virtual server is hardware independent, the operating system, applications, patches and data can be safely and accurately
transferred from one data center to a second data center without the burden of reloading each component of the server. This can dramatically reduce recovery times compared to conventional (non-virtualized) disaster recovery approaches where servers need to be
loaded with the OS and application software and patched to the last configuration used in production before the data can be restored.
This means that in the event of an unforeseen interruption of service, Accelerate Education is able to instantly spin up new instances
of the virtual servers so that students and schools can get back to their coursework.

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS
Browser
• Download Firefox, Chrome or Edge
• Enable JavaScript Directions
• Accept 3rd-Party Cookies Directions
• Disable Pop-Up Blockers Directions (toolbars blockers too)

Plug-ins

• Adobe Acrobat Reader (Update)
• Java (Update)

System

• Resolution: 1024 x 768 (minimum) 1280 x 1024 (optimum)
• Internet Connection: High Speed (Broadband) (1.5 MB or higher)

System Availability and Performance
Accelerate Education is committed to providing quality education services
to their teachers and students and part of this commitment is ensuring the
internet-based curriculum is available 24/7 to truly support anytime, anywhere
learning. Additionally, all performance data is updated real time so that teachers know instantly where students are in their coursework.
All Accelerate Education content and the learning management system is
entirely web-based. This means no caching servers, media servers or hardware
installation is required to take advantage of the media-rich curriculum.
Quick load times for content is critical to keep students engaged and learning.
Therefore, the courses are architected thoughtfully with a focus on minimizing
bandwidth requirements. All images, animations, and audio are optimized
to reduce file size and videos are available at multiple bandwidths to service
students on slower connections.

LEARNING MANAGEMENT SYSTEM
Accelerate Education delivers courses on the Agilix Buzz Learning Management
System (LMS). The Buzz LMS is a powerful and robust system that supports
personalized, project-based, and mastery-based learning in both online and
blended environments. The Buzz LMS is optimized to:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Deliver quality content.
Personalize learning in blended and virtual environments.
Enable project-based and competency-based learning models.
Align learning activities with objectives.
Engage students, mentors, and parents in the learning process.
Track and deliver critical data.

Software

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Word Processing, Spreadsheet, and Presentation Software
Microsoft Office (2007 or higher optimum, older versions can
Download the compatibility pack) (Download)
Free Options (may be used in place of Microsoft Office)
Open Office (Download)
Google Docs (Download)
Audacity (create recorded audio files) (Download) or similar
recording software

Role of Teacher & Parent
in Supporting Students
District teachers play an important role in the implementation of Accelerate Education. The program is
designed to provide asynchronous learning activities where teachers can help students grow critical thinking skills and provide feedback and grades as students complete activities. Each course includes a resource
folder with the following tools to assist in teaching with Accelerate Education.

1

Teacher Guides and Resources

2

Curriculum Maps

3

Standards Alignments

4

Robust Rubrics

5

Answer Keys

6

Student Reports

7

How-To Videos

What is a learning coach?
A learning coach is a parent, family member, or other responsible adult that is supporting a
student taking an online course with Accelerate Education.

The role of the Learning Coach is to:

Sample Learning Coach Review:

• Guide the student through the lessons as needed.
• Discuss concepts being taught.
• Assist with interactive tools and games.
• Oversee assignments
• Help facilitate hands on learning that may be in the course.
• Check for understanding on assignments.
• Keep the student on schedule and on pace.
• Ensure all components of the course are being done with fidelity
(independent reading, novel studies, practice activities, etc.)
• Communicate with the online teacher as needed.

An extensive array of Learning Coach Resources can be found at
https://learningcoach.accelerate.education.

Learning Coach Resources
Within Accelerate Education courses, there are built in supports for Learning
Coaches so they can fully support their online students.

