LIFE GROUP LEADER GUIDE
For the week of September 16, 2018

(This guide is designed to give helpful hints in preparing & leading your group in discussion)

Welcome to the Fall Quarter of Life Groups!
This week we kick off our Fall Life Group Quarter. Your first meeting
will include a potluck dinner, time to get acquainted, as well as time to
discuss your Life Group Covenant. The study questions have been
shortened this week to allow ample time to accomplish all of this.
To prepare for your first meeting, take some time to focus on the
questions below and be prepared to share your answers with the
group. Have a great meeting as you come together to connect,
encourage one another to grow and see how God might work!

GETTING TO KNOW YOU
Add these questions if you have new people in your group or a completely new group. If it
hasn’t happened while eating dinner, have everyone in the group share how long they have been
attending North Coast, if they have been in a Life Group before, and their occupation.
Note: You’ll probably only have time to do two of these questions at most, so choose accordingly.
•

As you look back on the summer months, what were one or two of your
highlights (i.e. going to a concert, swimming, family gathering, vacation,
barbeque, etc.)?
Good question to have everyone answer.

•

What’s one of your favorite TV show re-runs and why? Which character do
you like the most?

•

When it comes to food and eating out we all have different preferences.
Where do you eat out the most and what’s your “go-to” meal there? What’s
your absolute favorite restaurant and your favorite entrée to order?

•

Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything
you heard for the first time or that caught your attention, challenged or
confused you?

LEADER NOTES

Each week in this section you’ll find the most important information for your group.
Check out the Leaders Notes at the end of this guide for more information.

 AGENDA
Looking for more guidance on your first meeting? You can find the “First Night Agenda” on
how to make your first night great on the Leader Tools page of our website.
(https://lifegroups.northcoastchurch.com/make-your-first-night-great/)
HOW WE MEASURE OUR SUCCESS WEEK TO WEEK: Hearing from everyone at
every meeting and keeping God’s Word at the center.
Make sure you leave plenty of time to answer the question in the “Looking Ahead”
section and spend time going over the Covenant with your group.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Welcome and Eat – Potluck
Group Sharing – Discussion Note: You can transition from Getting to Know You
section to the Looking Ahead section.
Study Questions Discussion (optional)
Go over the Covenant – Use the last question in the Leader’s Guide to Study
Questions below and transition into reviewing the Covenant.
Try to get to the “Looking Ahead” section with 45 minutes left in your
meeting so you have plenty of time to have everyone answer and go over the
Covenant.
Close in prayer
Eat (more) dessert

Discussion Note: You can transition from “Getting to Know You” section to the “Looking Ahead”
section.

DIGGING DEEPER
Because of the potluck, make sure you have time to spend on the “Looking Ahead” section. You
may not have time to cover this question this week.
This weekend we heard about finding God’s call for our lives based on who we
are, what we’ve been given and where we are in life. While each of us have a
specific purpose, as followers of Christ, God has a larger calling for all
believers. Read the verses below and jot down what each verse says all
followers of Christ are called to do.
Matthew 5:16 - 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that
they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.
Matthew 5:46 - 46 If you love those who love you, what reward will you
get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that?

Matthew 25:40 - 40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did
for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’
Matthew 28:19 - 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit,

Looking back at what you wrote down above, is there one verse that is
typically easier for you to put into action? Is there one that is more
challenging than the others for you? If so, explain.

LOOKING AHEAD
As you think about the last section in this week’s teaching on “How to
find our calling,” which of the three points would be most important for
you to remember when it comes to God’s call on your life this quarter?
Possible Goal Setting Question for this next quarter: You may not have time to have
everyone answer. If you do, it could be a good question to make your theme and overall prayer
request for this next quarter.
1

In preparation for going over the Covenant in your Life Group, take a
2 moment to jot down some of the reasons you joined a group this fall.
What are you looking forward to the most?
Important question to have everyone answer.
Transition Statement to Covenant: “One of the great benefits of being in a Life Group is the
opportunity to have help from others as we seek to be strategic and intentional about our spiritual
growth. The Life Group Covenant is designed to serve as intentional guidelines to help us make
the most of our time together.” Pass out Covenants and go over them with your group. You can
download the Leaders Guide to the Life Group Covenant, by going to
northcoastchurch.com/groups and clicking on “Leader Tools.”
Close in prayer: Next week the Study Questions will include an introduction to praying in a
group so if you have a new group or a lot of new members, it’s suggested that you wait until week
two to do any group prayer.
Eat dessert: Mingle with everyone.

THE PURPOSE OF LIFE GROUPS
Life Groups exist to promote spiritual maturity and personal growth
through meaningful Christian relationships and the study of God’s Word.
(Romans 8:29 & Hebrews 10:24-25). Here’s how it will happen:
SHARE
Each week we’ll take time to share what is happening in our lives.
At first this sharing will include planned “sharing questions.” But after
the first few weeks, it will become more informal and personal as we
feel more comfortable.
STUDY
Each week we’ll study a section from God’s Word that relates to the
previous weekend’s sermon or an appropriate personal growth topic.
Our goal is to learn how to live out our Christianity in everyday life.
SUPPORT
Each week we’ll learn how to take care of one another as Christ
commanded (John 15:9-13). This care can take many forms, such
as prayer, encouragement, listening, challenging one another and
meeting real needs.
SERVE
Spiritual growth is fostered not only by what we gain through the
support and input of others, but also through service to others. The
role each of us fills is important to the health of the church and for us
to be the hands and feet of Jesus to the community in which we live
(Ephesians 4:11-16). Throughout the quarter, it is our hope that you
can find and/or be affirmed in the ways God has designed you to
serve and make a difference in God’s Kingdom.

REAL MAN WEEKEND – “The Palomar Experience”- Oct. 26-28
Lookin’ for some crazy guy stuff to do? Want to kick back or get
refocused on God? Join us for another epic men’s weekend that will
get you recharged and refreshed as our speakers lead us into a look
at what a real man is and isn't! The weekend will also include plenty of
“man” event options like paintball, high ropes course, skeet shooting,
archery, zipline, horseback riding, etc. Space is limited so don’t delay!
Register online at northcoastchurch.com/real-man-weekend

SERMON SERIES: WHY AM I HERE?
Message #4: Defining God’s Will, Careers & Callings
Luke 5:1-11

Pastor Chris Brown
North Coast Church
September 15-16, 2018

Defining God’s Will, Careers & Callings
First things first:
John 6:40, 2 Peter 3:9, Romans 12:1-2, 1 Thessalonians 4:3 & 5:16-18, Matthew 28:16-20

God’s will is for us to:
 Know him
 Surrender daily
 Give thanks always
 Reach others
The differences between our career and our calling:
Luke 5:1-11

•

Our career is what we do for a living,
our calling is how we live.

•

Someone else can do our career,
no one else can do our calling.

•

Our career is temporary, our calling is eternal.

How to find our calling:
Matthew 5:13-16, Matthew 28:16-20

By definition a calling has to be listened for.
It is the combination of:

LEADER NOTES
These notes are designed to be a resource as you lead your Life Group each week.

AGENDA
First Night Meeting Agenda
We’ve created a First Night Agenda document that will guide you through all the details
of your meeting. It was included in your Leader Packets that were mailed last week. You
can also view it online or download a copy here:
https://lifegroups.northcoastchurch.com/make-your-first-night-great/
Here are the first few tips to get you started:
Goals of the First Meeting
• Rekindle relationships and meet new members
• Clarify your group’s direction / expectations / commitments using the Covenant
• Briefly discuss the sermon topic (if there is time – see Leader Guide above)
• Pray for the building of relationships and spiritual growth of the group
Items Needed for the First Meeting
• Dinner / dessert plans decided
• Life Group Covenants – small ones to handout and a large one for everyone to
sign (these were mailed to you last week in your leader packet, and can also be
found online here:
https://lifegroups.northcoastchurch.com/life-group-covenants/
• Name-tags (host should write them out ahead of time)
Contact Your Group in Advance
• Contact all members one week before the first meeting to welcome them to the
group. You can check your roster online to see all the member of your group
and their contact information. You can find instructions on how to check your
roster here:
https://lifegroups.northcoastchurch.com/how-to-view-your-roster/
• Inform them of the location and time of your group, as well as any entrees to
bring for dinner
Life Group COVENANTS
•
Covenants & Leaders Guide were all mailed to your meeting location or get
them online.
•
Go over Covenant – use last question in homework to transition into this. (See
Leaders’ Guide to Covenant for more info).

 Who I am
 What I have

WRAP UP
1)

 Where I am
Daily Dose: To receive our short daily devotional video, text the keyword “daily” to 51400. Standard text rates apply.
To subscribe by email or for a free audio or video copy of this message go to northcoastchurch.com

Attendance
Submit your group’s attendance online through the Leader Toolbox here:
members.northcoastchurch.com. If you’re not sure how to post attendance, you
can check out the guide here: https://lifegroups.northcoastchurch.com/how-topost-attendance/

