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Note to Educators and Parents 
 

Dear Parents, Teachers, Catechists and Readers, 
 
Thank you for your interest in King of the Shattered Glass! This companion was written 
to help students understand the themes of reconciliation and mercy portrayed in the story. 
Through pre-reading, comprehension, and discussion questions, students will hopefully 
catch a glimpse in their hearts of the Mercy of God--what it really looks like, feels like, is 
like. It also highlights one’s need for the sacrament of reconciliation as an indispensable 
means of growing in relationship with God and neighbor. 
 
The five themes brought forward in the KSG Companion are: 

1. Relationship with God as Father, King and Friend 
2. Conscience, a gift to be developed 
3. Penance, which brings healing to ourselves and others 
4. Jesus, who carries our burdens 
5. Adoption and family life; Baptism and Reconciliation. 

 
As a follow up from this story, this Companion offers a brief teaching about another 
image of mercy, the true story of the Image of Divine Mercy. It concludes with a series of 
coloring pages of the Divine Mercy Image as well as pictures from King of the Shattered 
Glass. 
 
May God bless you with His Mercy, Love, and Fruitfulness in your efforts to form and 
inspire the little ones Jesus so loves. 
 
In the Divine Mercy, 
Susan Joy Bellavance 
Author, King of the Shattered Glass 
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The Story 

 
 

In 12th -13th century Europe, glass was a precious, rare and unavailable. Olivero the 
Merchant captivates the King’s interest in the exquisite beauty of glass, eventually 
finding a glass maker for the kingdom.  Scullery maid Marguerite, a 7-year-old orphan, 
breaks the King’s glass three times – through temper, the pride of a dare, and selfishness. 
The kitchen staff buries the King’s glass when they break it out of fear. Marguerite in 
simple obedience and honesty brings it to the King in accordance with his law. 
Marguerite learns about mercy from the King who comes to cherish her. Ultimately, the 
King has all Marguerite’s broken shards of glass made into a stained-glass window 
depicting him placing a crown on Marguerite; she becomes his adopted heir.  

Characters 
● Courageously honest Marguerite 
● The soft-hearted bully of the kitchen, Master Chef Louis 
● The marvelous merchant Olivero 
● The King, a paternal Christ figure of wisdom, compassion and forgiveness 
● Marguerite’s nemesis, Giovanni the rascal, son of the Glass Master. 
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Friendship, Kingship, and Fatherhood p. 1-5 

 

Pre-Reading Questions 
1. What is a friend?  

2. What must I do to keep a friendship?  

3. Did you ever apologize to your friend when you did something wrong to 

them? What happened?  

4. Until you apologized, how did you feel?  

5. After you apologized, how did you feel?  

Can you draw a picture of your best friend? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Did you know?  
When I am sorry for something I have done, it’s called contrition. When my friend 
accepts that I am sorry and forgives me, it is called reconciliation. Reconciliation 
means that my relationship is restored and my friend and I are good friends again!  
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Comprehension Questions 
1. What is an orphan? 

 

 
 

2. What is Master Chef’s job, and why is he so impatient? 

 

 
 

3. What does it mean that Master Chef is “like butter in the pan” with 
Marguerite? 

 

 
 

4. What is a Merchant, and why is everyone so excited when he comes?  

 

 
 

5. What does Marguerite do when the Merchant comes?  
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6. Can you guess why glass was so important and exciting in Medieval times?  

 

 
 

7. What does Olivero the Merchant promise to do?  

 

 
 

Discussion Questions 
1. What is a king?  

2. What is a father? 

3. How is God a Father, King, and Friend to me?  
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The First Break and First Visit p. 6-11 

 
Pre-Reading Questions 

1. What is conscience? 

2. How can I make my conscience strong?  

Did you know? 
When I do something wrong, what should I do next?  I must admit that what I did 
was wrong.When I recognize the truth of my wrongdoing, I am  practicing 
humility. Humility helps me see the truth of who I am, who God is and how I 
should act. It means I admit that I am not always right. Humility helps me to love 
and forgive. Being humble moves me to put the needs of others before my own and 
think of others before myself.  Jesus teaches me how to be humble and to forgive 
others when they hurt me.  He said, “Learn from me, for I am meek and humble of 
heart.” Mt.11:29 

 

Comprehension Questions 
1. Who is Giovanni, and why is he a rascal?  

 

 
 

2. What does Marguerite do to Giovanni? How does that make her feel? 
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3. What does Master Chef tell Marguerite to do with the broken glass?  

 

 
 

4.  What does Marguerite do with the broken glass? 

 

 
 

5. When Marguerite enters the throne room and sees the King, what does she 
do? 

 

 
 

6. What are two things the King does when he sees Marguerite standing in his 
throne room? 

 

 
 

7. When Marguerite shows the King the shattered glass, what does he do and 
what does he say to her? 

 

 
 

Discussion Question 

1. When Marguerite brings the broken glass to the King, how is the King in the 
story like Jesus in real life? 
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The Dare and the Second Visit p. 12-20 

 
Pre-Reading Questions 

1. Have you ever had the experience of friends asking you to do something 

wrong? 

2. How did that make you feel? 

3. What should you do when your friends are pressuring you to do something 

that you know is wrong? 

4. What is a dare?  

5. What good things can happen when we resist bad ideas from our peers?  

 

Comprehension Questions 
1. What is Giovanni’s big secret?  

 

 
 

2. Marguerite shares a secret with Giovanni. What is it?  

 

 
 

3. What is the dare that Giovanni makes to Marguerite?  
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4. Why do you think Marguerite accepts the dare?  

 

 
 

5. How does Marguerite show the King that she is sorry for juggling the King’s 
glass on a dare and breaking it?  

 

 
 

     Did you Know?  
Doing something to make up for a wrong we have done is called a penance. 
Penance is an action that makes amends for the wrong that we did. It shows 

that we are sorry and brings healing grace to our hearts and to others.  
 
 

Discussion Questions 
1. What did the King ask Marguerite to do after she gave him the shattered 

glass from the juggling dare?  Why did he ask? 

2. What happens to Giovanni when Marguerite starts to be nice to him and 
helps him with his chores? Why?  
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The Minstrels and the Final Visit p. 21-27 

 
Pre-Reading Questions 

1. What is selfishness?  

2. What is wrong with selfishness?  

3. What does it mean to obey?  

Did you Know?  
When we act against our conscience, or  act against what we know is right, we 
commit a sin. Sin is a choice not to love God and our neighbor. It hurts our 
relationship with God and with others. Sin makes us sad and heavy in our 
hearts.When we are selfish or when we disobey our parents or teachers, we feel bad 
inside. In the Sacrament of Reconciliation, Jesus invites us to give our sins to 
Him so that He can take them away forever! Then His Mercy has the power to lift 
any sins from our hearts no matter how big they are and no matter how many times 
we commit them.  Jesus says, “Come to Me all you who are heavy burdened…” 
Mt.11:28  Our hearts become free and new! 

 

Comprehension Questions 
1. How does Marguerite break the glass when the minstrels are playing?  

 

 
 

2. How is this shattering of glass different from the other times? 
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3. The first glass was broken because of anger. The second time, the glass was 
broken because of pride. Why does the glass break this time?  
 

 
 

4. What makes Marguerite so sad about breaking the glass this third time?  
 

 
 

5. Why does the King have to carry Marguerite to her room?  
 

 
 
 
Discussion Question 
How is the King like Jesus when he carries Marguerite up to her room?  
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The Amazing Day p. 28-31 

 
Pre-Reading Question 

1. What is adoption?  
 
Comprehension Questions 

1. What happens on the day of the great banquet? 
 

 
 

2. The King had a special window made. What was it made from?  
 

 
 

3. What does the special window show? What does that mean?  
 

 
 

4. How does Marguerite react when she sees the special window?  
 

 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. Marguerite is filled with joy when she is adopted by the King! Has anything 
like that ever happened  in my life? 

2. How can I live as a child of God? I’m not perfect!  
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Did you Know?  
I had a special adoption too! When I was baptized, I became a child of God, like Marguerite, 
who became the child of the King. What a joyful day for me and my family! Adoption by God in 
the Sacrament of Baptism is forever and ever. That is the joy of my Catholic Faith. It is the joy 
of my life! I belong to the family of God. 
 
CCC 2233 Becoming a disciple of Jesus means accepting the invitation to belong to God's 
family, to live in conformity with His way of life: "For whoever does the will of my Father in 
heaven is my brother, and sister, and mother."  Mt.12:49 

 
Every child  has faults and failures. In order to live a happy family life, I must always begin 
again when I fall. I can always depend on God’s grace when I go to Him with my sins in the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. Like the King who took the shattered glass that Marguerite 
brought to him, God will always take away my sin and brokenness, and transform my soul to 
have even greater beauty. In confession, Jesus shows me Who He really is - He is the King of 
Mercy! If I always come to my King, I will be happy because of  Him both in this world and in 
the next!  

 

 
King of the Shattered Glass ©Susan Joy Bellavance, illustrations by Sara Tang  14 



 

St. Faustina and the Image of Divine Mercy  
A very true story! 

 
Not long ago there was a young woman who knew she wanted to love only Jesus. Her 
name was Helen Kowalska. She was from a country of beautiful mountains, great snowy 
winters and summer fields of wild flowers. That country was Poland, and its people really 
loved Jesus and Our Blessed Mother. No matter how other people tried to make them 
stop loving their Catholic faith, they just loved God all the more-- even to this day. 

 
Helen knew that Jesus wanted her to be His bride, the 
spouse of His Merciful Heart, so, when Helen Kowalska 
was 20 years old, she entered the convent. She was 
clothed in the holy dress that sisters wear and received 
the name of Sister Faustina. She made vows to love only 
Jesus for the rest of her life, like a bride on her wedding 
day! 
  
Sister Faustina always wrote down the things that she 
was thinking and feeling as well as all the important 
things that happened to her in a diary. Soon, Jesus began 
to appear to her and to teach her many things about His 
love and mercy. She faithfully wrote down all that Jesus 
told her. That was very important to Jesus, because He 

wanted everything that He said to be made known to everyone in the whole world! What 
important words He spoke to Sister Faustina! 
 
One day, Jesus came to Sister Faustina and said: “Paint an image according to the 
pattern you see, with the signature: Jesus, I trust in You. I desire that this image be 
venerated, first in your chapel and then throughout the whole world.” (Divine 
Mercy # 47) So, Sister Faustina instructed an artist on all the details of the image that 
Jesus wanted painted of Himself. He wanted everyone to see the rays of white and red 
shining from His Heart, representing the blood and water that came from His pierced side 
on the cross. He wanted us to see Him taking steps toward us that we would know that 
He is always seeking us.  With His love and mercy, He is coming to heal our sins and be 
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close to us. He is raising His hand in blessing over us. The image of Divine Mercy is the 
most important holy picture of our time! Jesus wants us to have this picture, to display it 
in our churches, our schools, homes, our rooms. It is the very image of His mercy and He 
wants it to spread through the whole world!  
 
When Sister Faustina died, someone took all of her diary notebooks and put them 
together into one big book called  “Divine Mercy in My Soul” The Diary of Maria 
Faustina Kowalska. Jesus wanted all the powerful, holy words written in Sister 
Faustina’s private diary to be spread throughout the whole world! And guess what? 
Because of some holy and courageous priests, the Diary of Sister Faustina Kowalska is 
spreading the message and the image of the Divine Mercy throughout the whole world.  
 
Pope St. John Paul II made Sister Faustina a saint on April 30, 2000. 
 
Saint Faustina, Pray for us! 
 

Jesus I trust in you! 
Do you know what a grace looks like?  
 
When a plant doesn’t get much water day by day, it gets more and more shriveled. 
Sometimes my heart gets all shrivelly. I feel grumpy about taking time to pray, about 
obeying my parents, about helping anyone. I yell things like, “Hey, give that back to me! 
It's mine!” When it’s time to help others, or to pray, or to go to church, I feel and act all 
grouchy.  
 
Then I go to the image of Jesus and stand in front of the Divine Mercy rays. I ask Him to 
rain down the grace of the Blood and Water coming from His image, like from the cross, 
on my dried up, shrivelly soul. I make the decision in my heart to start over by going to 
confession. I read the words He wanted me to say on the bottom of the picture, “Jesus, I 
trust in You.” I look up at Jesus’ face and I repeat the words with my heart, “Jesus, I trust 
in You... Jesus, I trust in You” and again, “Jesus, I trust in you!” Slowly my soul gets 
filled up and I feel better in my heart, ready to begin again - to be a shining version of 
myself... so shining that others are happy to be near me and are helped by the way that I 
am.  This is how God’s grace feels, looks, and works. 
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What colors should the rays from Jesus’ heart be?  
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Discussion Key  
 

Section I  
Pre-Reading 

1. What is a friend? A friend is someone that is a treasure to your heart, that you love and respect. 
A friend loves and respects you. A friend is someone you trust, someone with whom you share 
your thoughts. Can you tell me some other thing about friends? 

2. What must I do to keep a friendship going? We spend time with our friends, talk to them, play 
with them, share with them. We show them that we care about them.  When we make a mistake 
or hurt our friends, we say sorry to our friends so that they may forgive us. Seeking their 
forgiveness shows them that we care about them. If we don’t make amends our friendship is 
broken. 

 
Discussion   

1. What is a king? In centuries past, a king was someone of royal birth who owned the land, and 
ruled and protected the people. He created the laws and sat in judgment over those who broke his 
laws. 

2. What is a father? A father is someone who loves, protects, guides, helps us to grow, teaches, 
cherishes, raises, and cares for the child he has brought into the world. 

3. How is God a Father, King, and Friend to me?  
a.  God is the one who created my soul and called me into life. He cares for me, protects, 

cherishes, and provides for me as a Father. Jesus teaches me to call God “Our Father.”  
b. Jesus is King of my heart. He teaches me the laws of love in the Gospel. He is the 

merciful Judge that paid the penalty of my sins with His own Blood when He died on the 
cross for me.  

c. In the gospel, Jesus said, “I call you friends.” Jn.15:15  He wants to be the companion of 
my life, my heart, my sorrows and my joys. He wants me to always trust Him. He shares 
His life with me in the Eucharist and wants me to share my life with Him. 

 

Section II 
Pre-Reading 

1. What is a conscience?  It is a little voice in our hearts given by God that calls us to do good and 
to stay away from doing evil.  It is like a seed in our hearts put there by God that He wants us to 
cultivate to bear the fruit of virtue. A life of virtue is a strong and happy life, but a life scarred by 
evil brings us sorrow and heartache. Our parents teach, form and give example to us to help our 
consciences to grow strong. Our consciences will help us throughout our whole lives to choose to 
do good and to avoid bad things hurts us and hurts others. 

2. How can I make my conscience strong? By allowing myself to be formed: by my parents, by 
the Church, by Holy Scripture, by practicing virtue, by listening to the words of Jesus in my heart 
when I pray, and by receiving the Sacraments of Eucharist and Reconciliation.  
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Discussion  

1. When Marguerite brings the broken glass to the King, how is the King in the story like 
Jesus in real life? 
When the King sees that Marguerite is afraid, he removes his crown and steps away from his 
throne, moving toward her. Jesus, in His Loving Mercy, comes to us compassionately, knowing 
our fears. He steps away from His awesome throne, removing His majestic crown, coming to us 
humbly by in the Sacraments... especially the Eucharist, where He makes Himself as little as a 
piece of bread! The red sash offered by the King in the story represents the Precious Blood of 
Jesus which takes away the sins and brokenness that we freely give to Him. The final words of 
the King, “I forgive you,” are like the forgiving words that are said by Jesus’ representative, the 
priest, at the end of confession.  Here is what the priest says:  
 
“God, the Father of mercies, through the death and resurrection of his Son has reconciled 
the world to himself and sent the Holy Spirit among us for the forgiveness of sins; through 
the ministry of the Church may God give you pardon and peace, and I absolve you from 
your sins in the name of the Father, and of the Son, + and the Holy Spirit. Amen.” 

  

Train up a Child: The Gift of Conscience 
(Based on Forming Conscience CCC 1776-1794, and 2221-2223) 
 
Conscience is the interior law placed by our God deep in our hearts. It helps us take 
responsibility for our actions and opens us to conversion. A well-formed conscience imparts 
freedom and peace in the heart; it is a pledge of mercy and hope. Deepening conscience increases 
one’s capacity to receive God’s mercy. The formation of conscience is a lifelong task that is 
initiated by and is the primary responsibility of parents. 
 
Parents help form conscience through: 

1. creating a home where tenderness, forgiveness, respect, fidelity and 
disinterested service is the rule 

2. educating in the virtues 
3. providing apprenticeship in self-denial, sound judgment, and self-mastery 
4. giving good example 
5. modeling the acknowledgement of one’s own failings 
6. being the first evangelizers of their children 
7. fostering a living faith by providing a wholesome family life 
8. sharing the Gospel with faith, prayer and practice 

  
“Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old, he will not depart from it.” 
-Proverbs 22:6 
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Section III 
Pre-Reading  

1. What good things can happen when we resist our peers (friends)? Sometimes when our 
friends are trying to make us do something wrong, and we ask God for the grace to do what is 
right, we can influence and inspire others. People admire a person who has courage to do what is 
right.  We can become leaders, and that helps others to change and follow our good example. 

 
Discussion 

1. What did the King ask Marguerite to do after she gave him the shattered glass from the 
juggling dare? Why did he ask? The King asked Marguerite to help Giovanni with his chores 
after she was done with her own work. All of the choices we make, including our sins and faults, 
have consequences. By making amends for our sins, we grow in grace and become better persons, 
replacing the harm we have done with love. 

2. What happens to Giovanni when Marguerite starts to be nice to him and helps him with his 
chores? Why? By making the sacrifice of treating others with kindness, especially the people 
that are difficult to love, they can experience God’s mercy through us. The experience of kindness 
and mercy can influence others and open their hearts to change by God’s grace.  

 

Section IV 
Pre-Reading 

1. What is selfishness? It is when we care only for ourselves. 
2. What is wrong with selfishness? When we are selfish, we put ourselves before others. 
3. What does it mean to obey? To obey is to listen to the truth, and then act on it. It is not 

following a law, but following Jesus, Who said, “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life” Jn.14:6. 
When we obey rules of parents and other lawful authority, we do it for love of the Truth, the 
Truth Who is a Divine Person, Jesus. When we obey, we imitate Jesus who always does the 
Father’s will, showing us how to live loving and happy lives as well as how to endure suffering 
for the sake of the truth. “Thy will be done, on earth, as it is in Heaven” Mt.6:10. 

 
Discussion 

1. How is the King like Jesus when he carries Marguerite up to her room? Sometimes when I 
don’t do what Jesus wants me to do, it doesn’t feel good inside my heart. I am sad and weary 
because I have done something wrong. Jesus invites me to give Him the burden. He will take care 
of my sorrows and my sins, because no matter what I have done at any time in my life, he always 
is my Father, my King, and my Divine Friend. He will always carry me if I go to Him, as the 
King carries Marguerite. When I bring all of my sins, big and little, to Him in the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation, He will lift up my soul and bring me brand new chances to be hopeful, loving and 
joyful so that I am not sad anymore. No matter what I have done, or how many times I have done 
it, Jesus gives me His grace to have a new day, a new life!   

 

Section V 
Pre-Reading 

1. What is adoption? Adoption is when someone chooses to become a legal parent to a child. 
They become a new family.  
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Discussion  
1. Marguerite is filled with joy when she is adopted by the King! Has anything like that ever 

happened in my life? Yes, there has! When I was baptized, I became a child of God, like 
Marguerite, who became the child of the King. What a joyful day for me and my family! 
Adoption by God in the Sacrament of Baptism is forever and ever. That is the joy of my 
Catholic Faith. It is the joy of my life! I belong to the family of God.  
 
Catechism of the Catholic Church  #2233 Becoming a disciple of Jesus means accepting the 
invitation to belong to God's family, to live in conformity with His way of life: "For whoever does 
the will of my Father in heaven is my brother, and sister, and mother."  Mt.12:49 

 
2. How can I live as God’s child? I’m not perfect! I can always depend on God’s grace every time 

I go to Him with my sins in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Like the King who took away the 
shattered glass that Marguerite brought to him, God will always take away my sin and brokenness 
and transform my soul to even greater beauty. In confession, Jesus shows me who He really is - 
He is the King of Mercy! If I always go to my King with my sins and sorrows, I will be consoled 
by Him, both in this world and in the next. 
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“At the end of the sacrifice something happened: Giovanni began to change.” 
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“Marguerite swirled a little dance with her broom.”  

 

 

© Sara Tang 
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“Marguerite was brokenhearted, but she knew where she must go.”  

 

 

                                                                            © Sara Tang 
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King of the Shattered Glass  

 

 

© Sara Tang 
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