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Bible Reading
in Community



Introduction

For thousands of years, readers have encountered God’s voice in
the poems, stories, and riddles of the Bible. The Bible is ancient
meditation literature, meaning it was written to be read slowly
and in community, over and over again. We want to invite you to
practice this way of reading the Bible, looking at a few passages
at a time with a small group of people. You dont need any prior
knowledge of the Bible, but the more you become familiar with
its themes and literary techniques, the more wisdom you will
discover within it.

This booklet contains four passages to read with others.

You don’t have to go in order. Simply gather with a few people,
set aside about 45 minutes, and choose one passage to

read together.

To structure your gathering, we've provided a simple format

of reading and responding. Each passage is paired with a
BibleProject video you can watch together. The video is designed
to spark curiosity and model dialogue, while highlighting a few
key insights hidden in plain sight. But the main event is your
conversation. Lean in with curiosity, approach the Bible as
ancient literary art, and remain open to encountering

the wisdom of God within it.

Thank you for joining us in the communal reading of Scripture.

The Format

1.

Read the Passage
Read the selected passage slowly and with the expectation
that God’s voice is here for us.

Collect Questions 5 MINUTES
Every question is good—get them all out and written down.
The Bible is inviting us to lean in and be curious.

Watch the Video 5 minuTES
The corresponding video shows the literary shape of the
passage and encourages deeper discussions.

Make Passage Observations 5-10 MINUTES

Continue the conversation! What other details can we
observe about the passage? What is the point of the
repeated words? What can we see by comparing lines
or sections?

Choose One Question and Discuss 5-10 MINUTES
Which one of the questions collected during step 2 does
the group find most interesting? Choose one and discuss it.

Make Hyperlink Observations 5-10 MINUTES
What other passages in the Bible discuss the same question?
What other passages have the same key words or themes?
Find one or two and compare them.

Discern Wisdom 5 MINUTES
What does God have for you as a community? What ideas
are sticking with you after this study?

Tell us your story and give us feedback on
this format by emailing info@bibleproject.com



Session 1

Psalm 1

Read the Passage

1Oh the good life of the man who
doesn’t walk by the counsel of the wicked,
and doesn’t stand in the path of sinners,
and doesn't sit in the seat of mockers.
2Rather, his delight is in the instruction of Yahweh,
and on his instruction he meditates day and night.
3 And he will become like a tree planted by streams of water,
which gives its fruit in its time,
and its leaf does not wither,
and everything he does, he makes it successful.
“Not so the wicked;
rather, he is like chaff that the wind drives away.
5Therefore, the wicked will not stand in the judgment,
nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous,
Sbecause Yahweh knows the path of the righteous,
but the path of the wicked will perish.

Translation by BibleProject’s Scholarship Team

2. Collect Questions s vinuTes

Every question is good—get them all out and written down.

The Bible is inviting us to lean in and be curious.




Session 1: Psalm 1

3. Watch the Video 4. Make Passage Observations s-i0 minutes

Continue the conversation! What other details can we
Visual Commentary observe about the passage? What is the point of the

Psalm 1 repeated words? What can we see by comparing
lines or sections?

5. Choose a Question and Discuss s-io vinuTes

Which one of the questions collected during step 2 does
the group find most interesting? Which question seems
most aligned with what the passage wants us to ask?
Choose one and discuss.

6. Make Hyperlink Observations s-1o minutes

What other passages in the Bible discuss the same
question? What other passages have the same key words
or themes? Let’s find one or two and compare them.

7. Discern Wisdom 5 MINUTES

What wisdom can we discern for our community from
the ideas in this passage?



Session 2

Proverbs 8

1. Read the Passage 2. Collect Questions s winutes
"Doesn’t Wisdom cry out and Understanding raise her voice? Every question is good—get them all out and written down.
2 At the road’s high point, at the crossroads she stands. The Bible is inviting us to lean in and be curious.

3Beside the gates going into the city, at the entrance, she shouts:

°Choose my instruction instead of silver, and knowledge rather
than pure gold.

" For wisdom is more precious than pearls, and nothing you desire
compares with her.

5 Through me kings reign and rulers issue decrees that are just.
8 Through me princes rule, and nobles, all who judge with justice.

8 Wealth and honor are with me, enduring abundance and justice.
9My fruit is better than pure gold, and what | offer surpasses silver.

22Yahweh brought me forth as the firstborn of his way, before his
deeds of old.

23|n the remote past | was formed, from the beginning, from the
earliest times of the land.

2”When he established the skies, | was there, when he carved a
horizon on the face of the deep waters,

29and he carved a boundary for the sea, so the waters don’t
cross his command,
when he carved the foundations of the land, | was there.

30| was beside him, growing up. And | was his daily delight,
celebrating before him the entire time,

31celebrating the inhabited world of the land, delighting in
human beings!

35The one who finds me, finds life and receives favor from Yahweh.
%6 But the one who forfeits me, hurts themselves. Those who hate
me, love death.

Translation by BibleProject’s Scholarship Team



Session 2: Proverbs 8

3. Watch the Video 4. Make Passage Observations s-i0 minutes

Continue the conversation! What other details can we
observe about the passage? What is the point of the
repeated words? What can we see by comparing
lines or sections?

Visual Commentary

Proverbs 8

e . .
\ . A OeF 5. Choose a Question and Discuss s-i0 minutes

Which one of the questions collected during step 2 does
the group find most interesting? Which question seems
most aligned with what the passage wants us to ask?
Choose one and discuss.

6. Make Hyperlink Observations s-1o minutes

What other passages in the Bible discuss the same
question? What other passages have the same key words
or themes? Let'’s find one or two and compare them.

7. Discern Wisdom 5 MINUTES

What wisdom can we discern for our community from
the ideas in this passage?



Session 3

Psalm 8

1. Read the Passage 2. Collect Questions s winutes
10 Yahweh, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the land! Every question is good—get them all out and written down.
You have set your splendor above the skies! The Bible is inviting us to lean in and be curious.

2From the mouth of infants and nursing babes, you have
established a stronghold

because of your adversaries, to stop the enemy

and the avenger.

3When | consider your skies, the works of your fingers,
the moon and stars, which you established,
4what is human that you remember him, and the son of
humanity that you attend to him?

5You made humanity a little lesser than spiritual beings,
yet you crowned them with glory and majesty!

6You made him a ruler over the works of your hands,
all things you have set under his feet,

’sheep and oxen, all of them,
and also beasts of the field,

8birds of the skies and fish of the sea,
what crosses the paths of the seas.

°0O Yahweh, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the land!

Translation by BibleProject’s Scholarship Team



Session 3: Psalm 8

3. Watch the Video 4. Make Passage Observations s-i0 minutes

Continue the conversation! What other details can we
observe about the passage? What is the point of the
repeated words? What can we see by comparing
lines or sections?

Visual Commentary

Psalm 8

5. Choose a Question and Discuss s-10 minuTes

Which one of the questions collected during step 2 does
the group find most interesting? Which question seems
most aligned with what the passage wants us to ask?
Choose one and discuss.

6. Make Hyperlink Observations s-1o minutes

What other passages in the Bible discuss the same
question? What other passages have the same key words
or themes? Let'’s find one or two and compare them.

7. Discern Wisdom 5 MINUTES

What wisdom can we discern for our community from
the ideas in this passage?



*;,ll v Session 4

Genesis 1:1-2:3

Read the Passage

Chapter1

"In the beginning, Elohim created the skies and the land.
2Now, the land was wild and waste
and darkness was over the face of the watery deep,
but the breath/wind of Elohim was hovering over the
face of the waters.

3 And Elohim said,
“Let there be light,”
and there was light.
4And Elohim saw that the light was good.
And Elohim separated the light from the darkness.
5And Elohim called the light “day,”
and the darkness he called “night.”
And there was evening
and there was morning,
one day.

8 And Elohim said,
“Let there be a dome
in the middle of the waters,
and let it separate the waters
from the waters.”
7”And Elohim made the dome,
and he separated the waters which were below the dome
from the waters which were above the dome.
And it was so.
8 And Elohim called the dome “skies.”
And there was evening
and there was morning,
a second day.

°And Elohim said,
“Let the waters below the skies
be gathered into one place,
and let the dry ground be seen.”
And it was so.

Translation by BibleProject’s Scholarship Team

9 And Elohim called the dry ground “land,”
and the gathering of the waters he called “seas,”
and Elohim saw that it was good.

" And Elohim said,

“Let the land sprout vegetation,

vegetative plants that produce seed,

fruit trees that make fruit according to its kind,
which has its seed inside it, upon the land.”

And it was so.

2 And the land brought out
vegetative plants

that produce seed according to its kind
and trees that make fruit
which has its seed in it according to its kind.

And Elohim saw that it was good.

3 And there was evening,
and there was morning,

a third day.

4 And Elohim said,
“Let there be lights
in the dome of the skies
to separate the day from the night,
and let them be for signs
and for sacred feasts and for days and years.
5 And let them be for lights
in the dome of the skies
to give light on the land.”
And it was so.
6 And Elohim made the two great lights,
the great light to rule the day,
and the small light to rule the night,
and also the stars.

7 And Elohim placed them

in the dome of the skies

to give light on the land,
'8and to rule the day and the night,

and to separate the light from the darkness,
and Elohim saw that it was good.



Session 4: Genesis 1:1-2:3

9 And there was evening
and there was morning,
a fourth day.

20 And Elohim said,
“Let the waters swarm with a swarm of living creatures,
and let birds fly above the land
against the face of the dome of the skies.”
21 And Elohim created the great sea-monsters
and every living creature that moves,
with which the waters swarmed after their kind,
and every bird of wing after its kind,
and Elohim saw that it was good.
22 And Elohim blessed them, saying,
“Be fruitful and multiply,
and fill the waters in the seas,
and let birds multiply on the land.”
23 And there was evening
and there was morning,
a fifth day.

24 And Elohim said,
“Let the land bring out living creatures
according to their kind,
cattle and creeping things and beasts of the land
according to their kind.”
And it was so.
25 And Elohim made
the beasts of the land according to their kind,
and the cattle according to their kind,
and the creepers of the ground according to its kind
and Elohim saw that it was good.

Translation by BibleProject’s Scholarship Team

26 And Elohim said,
“Let us make human
in our image,
according to our likeness;
and let them rule
over the fish of the sea
and over the birds of the sky
and over the cattle
and over all the land,
and over every creeper that creeps on the land.
27 And Elohim created human in his image,
in the image of Elohim he created him;
male and female he created them.
28 And Elohim blessed them,
and Elohim said to them,
“Be fruitful and multiply,
and fill the land,
and subdue it;
and rule over the fish of the sea
and over the birds of the sky
and over living creature that creeps on the land.”
29 And Elohim said,
“Behold, | have given to you
every plant producing seed
that is on the face of all the land,
and every tree which has fruit producing seed;
it shall be food for y’all.
%0 And for every beast of the land,
and for every bird of the sky,
and for every thing that moves on the land which has living
beingin it,
every green plant is for food.”
And it was so.

”

31 And Elohim saw all that he had made,
and behold, it was very good.
And there was evening
and there was morning,
a sixth day.



Session 4: Genesis 1:1-2:3

Chapter 2 2. Collect Questions s winutes

21 And they were completed, the skies and the land and

all their hosts. Every question is good—get them all out and written down.
2 And Elohim completed on the seventh day his work which The Bible is invitin ol . db .

he had made, g us to lean in and be curious.

and he rested on the seventh day from all his work
which he had made.

3 And Elohim blessed the seventh day and he set it apart as holy,
because on it he rested from all his work which Elohim

created to make.

Translation by BibleProject’s Scholarship Team



Session 4: Genesis 1:1-2:3

3. Watch the Video 4. Make Passage Observations s-i0 minutes

Continue the conversation! What other details can we
Visual Commentary [ | observe about the passage? What is the point of the

Genesis 1

repeated words? What can we see by comparing

l ' lines or sections?
V |
A .

Choose a Question and Discuss s-i0 minuTes

Which one of the questions collected during step 2 does
the group find most interesting? Which question seems
most aligned with what the passage wants us to ask?

Here is a diagram of some of the literary designs from the Choose one and discuss.

video for reference.

e —— 6. Make Hyperlink Observations s-i0 minutes
In the beginning, God created the skies and the land [7 words].
1:2 Exposition of Prologue in Three Lines What other passages in the Bible discuss the same
Now, the land was wild and waste (heb: tohu va-vohu) and darkness was over the face of question? What Other passages have the same key Words
’7 the deep abyss (heb: tehom), but the breath of Elohim was hovering over the face of the . g
waters (heb: hamayim). [7x2 words] or themes? Let’s find one or two and compare them.
i DAY 1 DAY 4 . .
P o | 7. Discern Wisdom s vinutes
DAY 3 DAY 6 3 . .
B - What wisdom can we discern for our community from
‘ T the ideas in this passage?
—

Thus were finished, the skies and the land and all their hosts.

2:2-3 Exposition of Epilogue in Three Lines
And God completed on the seventh day his work which he had made [7 words].
And he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made [7 words].

And God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it [7 words] because on it he rested from
all his work which God created to make. [key word from 1:1]



We help people experience the
Bible as a unified story that leads
to Jesus so that his followers can
be united and contribute to
shalom in the world.
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