
Materials
• Leaf Guide Printable
• Baskets or Bags for Collecting
• Magnifying Glass
• Leaves


Books to Inspire
• Botanicum: Welcome to the Museum
by Kathy Willis and Katie Scott
• My Leaf Book by Monica Wellington

Leaf Exploration
A wonderful way to dive into the study of
leaves is to grab a basket, magnifying glass,
and leaf guide and embark on a leaf
exploration. Try to see how many diﬀerent
kinds of leaves you can ﬁnd. How are they
alike? How are they diﬀerent? Do any of
them match the leaves on the leaf guide?
It's helpful to discuss that we want to be
respectful of the trees and plants and pick
just what we need for our scientiﬁc studies.
When you return from your walk, invite
children to spread out their collections. What
do you notice about your leaves? Can you
sort your leaves into groups? What kind of
groups (size, shape, color, patterns, etc.).
Keep the leaf guide handy to enhance the
exploration.

• Trees, Leaves, and Bark by Diane Burns
• Leaves! Leaves! Leaves!
by Nancy Elizabeth Wallace


More to Explore
• Gift Guide for Leaf & Tree Explorers
from Playful Learning
• Fall Into Leaf Learning from Playful Learning
• A Pile of Leaves for Fall Learning + Fun
from Really Good Stuﬀ
• Autumn Leaves: A New Project
from An Everyday Story

www.playfullearning.net


Materials
• Complete the Leaves Printables
Complete the Leaves (all)
Compete the Leaf (pinnate)
Complete the Leaf (palmate)
• Drawing supplies like crayon rocks or
colored pencils


Books to Inspire
• Leaf Man by Lois Ehlert
• Look What I Did With a Leaf! by Morteza E. Sohi

Complete the Leaves
With your students, look closely at the
leaves. Discuss their patterns and their
colors. After observing closely, present
your students with drawing supplies and
have them draw the other half.


More to Explore
• Investigating Leaves with Preschool STEAM
from Handmade Kids Art
• Fall Leaf Lacing from Rhythms of Play

www.playfullearning.net


Materials
• Dot markers
• L is for Leaf Printable
• T is for Tree Printable


Books to Inspire
• The Tree Lady: The True Story of How One
Tree-Loving Woman Changed a City Forever
by H. Joseph Hopkins

L is for Leaf

• Tree: A Peek Through Picture Book
by Britta Teckentrup

Learning to recognize letters and their
sounds comes through play and repeated
exposure. In this activity, children use dot
markers to help learn the letter T and the
initial sound in tree.

• Chicka Chicka Boom Boom by Bill Martin Jr.


More to Explore
• Exploring Letters with Leaves from
Teach Preschool
• Letter T Craft from Fantastic Fun and Learning

www.playfullearning.net
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Materials
• How Many Leaves? printables
(1-4)
(5-8)
(9-10)

www.playfullearning.net
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• Leaf gems or stickers

www.playfullearning.net
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Books to Inspire
www.playfullearning.net

• Red Leaf, Yellow Leaf by Lois Ehlert

www.playfullearning.net

• We’re Going on a Leaf Hunt by Steve Metzger

Count the Leaves

• Chicka Chicka 1, 2, 3 by Bill Martin Jr.

Math is everywhere! For this activity have
your students ﬁnd the numeral under
each tree; you may want to cut the
printable up so that each tree is on it’s
own card. Once they ﬁnd, and identify
the number have them count out the
corresponding number of leaf gems or
stickers and place them on the tree.

• One Leaf, Two Leaves, Count With Me
by John Micklos Jr.


More to Explore
• Learning with Leaves from Teach Preschool
• Nature Walk Scavenger Hunt: Leaf Counting
from Hands on as We Grow

www.playfullearning.net


Materials
• Leaf Sewing Card printable
(printed on card stock)
• Embroidery needle
• Embroidery floss
• Nail

Sewing Cards
This lesson has children slow down and
look at the details in leaves, while
practicing the ﬁne motor skill of tracing.
Before presenting the cards to your child
we suggest printing them out on cardstock,
or simply printing them on paper and
laminating them. Then use a nail to poke
holes along the dots on the leaf veins. You
may also want to look at real leaves and
have your child explore and trace the veins.
Once you have explored leaves, present
the prepared cards to your child along with
a threaded embroidery needle.


Books to Inspire
• Botanicum: Welcome to the Museum by Kathy
Willis and Katie Scott
• Trees, Leaves, and Bark by Diane Burns
• A Leaf Can Be... by Laura Purdie Salas


More to Explore
• Leaf Rubbing Tree from No Time for
Flashcards
• Science for Kids: Exploring How Water
Travels Through Leaves from Buggy and
Buddy

www.playfullearning.net


Materials
• Leaf Classiﬁcation Chart printable
• Leaves

Sorting and Classifying



In this open-ended activity, children can
classify by size, shape, margin, veins, etc.
Start by collecting leaves and invite your
students to sort them in groups. Let the
children choose the way they classify the
leaves in their collection. As they become
more knowledgeable about leaves, invite
them to sort leaves by shape, veins, or
leaf margins.

Books to Inspire
• Botanicum: Welcome to the Museum by Kathy
Willis and Katie Scott
• My Leaf Book by Monica Wellington
• Trees, Leaves, and Bark by Diane Burns
• Leaves! Leaves! Leaves! by Nancy Elizabeth
Wallace


More to Explore
• Gift Guide for Leaf & Tree Explorers from
Playful Learning
• Fall Into Leaf Learning from Playful Learning
• A Pile of Leaves for Fall Learning and Fun
from Really Good Stuﬀ
• Autumn Leaves: A New Project from An
Everyday Story

www.playfullearning.net

