
Frequently Asked Questions and Answers 

Q: How did the TFSD determine that it would pursue a supplemental levy? 

A: The TFSD holds regular Budget Advisory Committee meetings to make recommendations to the school board 
regarding budgetary needs. This committee is made up of parents, students, business members, retirees, TFSD staff and 
one board member. During the BAC’s November meetings, the committee discussed the need for new curriculum 
materials, the nationwide teacher and local labor shortages, and maintaining the current level of operations as a few 
reasons to continue with the levy. They also discussed voter fatigue, compared TFSD levy rates with other districts in the 
state, and weighed the strain an increase in the levy would put on Twin Falls residents who are on fixed incomes. The 
School Board heard this recommendation and deliberated to make a final decision.  

Q: Why did the Budget Advisory Committee recommend a continuation of $9 million over two years? And, why did 
the School Board vote to lessen that amount to $8.5 million over two years? 

A: In 2011, the community supported a $7.5 million supplemental levy, to help the district weather the economic 
downturn. For the past four years, the TFSD has been operating using a supplemental levy of $9 million ($4.5 million per 
year), which was passed in 2013 and again in 2015. This 2015 levy expires in June of 2017. While there are additional 
needs that will not be met by the supplemental levy, the committee determined that maintaining the current levy rate 
would not put an additional burden on the community and would allow the district to continue to offer the same level of 
services. The School Board believes that the community has been so supportive of education that it is time to step back 
the amount. The board concluded that the district could continue to offer the same level of service with $8.5 million 
over two years. 

Q: Didn’t the TFSD just pass a levy a couple of years ago? Why is the TFSD pursuing additional funds? 

A:  Yes, the bond levy that the community supported in 2014 was a facilities bond levy, and must be used on the building 
projects identified at the time of the election. By law, the TFSD cannot use funds from the 2014 bond levy election for 
other operating costs. The community also supported a two-year supplemental levy in 2015, which expires in June of 
2017 and can be used for operational costs. If approved, the new supplemental levy would begin July 1, 2017. 

Q: Hasn’t the state increased the amount of funding provided to local school districts. Won’t this cover the District’s 
costs? 

A: Yes, in recent years the state has increased the amount of funding provided to local school districts. The TFSD 
receives about 3 percent of any increase in funding because we enroll roughly 3 percent of the students in the state. 
These funds from the state are often targeted for specific purposes. Much of the increase in state funding is designated 
for teacher salaries and cannot be used for other purposes.  

The reality is that the TFSD is behind in our adoption of new technology and curriculum, which we were not able to 
replace due to funding cuts in the economic downturn. The average age of a computer in the TFSD is about eight years. 
In addition, the TFSD is working to adopt new much-needed math curriculum for kindergarten through 8th grade. 
Curriculum updates (textbooks and materials) for a district of our size can easily cost upwards of $1 million. 

Q: If the community passes the supplemental levy, what will the money be used for? 

A: $8.5 million over two years ($4.25 million per year) is roughly 10 percent of the TFSD operating budget. Money from 
the supplemental levy will be used in many areas including, but not limited to, teacher and support staff salaries and 
benefits, textbooks and curriculum materials, and general classroom supplies.  

Q: How will the levy impact my taxes? 

A: Because the levy rate will decrease if the levy is approved and because Twin Falls has an expanding tax base, the 
average property owner is likely to experience a reduction in the amount of tax paid. 



Q: How will the levy improve our community? 

A: Maintaining a quality education system will contribute to the economic development of our community. The 
community’s continued support of education is one of the major factors that attracts new businesses to Twin Falls. In 
addition, many local businesses have struggled to recruit skilled workers. Continuing to improve education in Twin Falls 
will provide a “home-grown” work force and will attract outside talent to our community.  

Q: Who can vote? 

A: Registered voters who have resided in the TFSD boundaries for at least 30 days prior to the election may vote in this 
election. If you have not registered to vote, you may register at the polls. You will need a picture ID and proof of 
residence. You must be a U.S. citizen and at least 18 years of age.  

Q: When is the election? 

A: March 14, 2017, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. In addition eligible voters have the opportunity to vote early with mail in ballots and 
early in person voting at Twin Falls County West, 630 Addison Ave. W. 

Q: Where do I vote? 

A: At your regular polling place. To determine your polling place or for more information on absentee voting, please visit 
www.idahovotes.gov or call Twin Falls County at 736-4004. 

http://www.idahovotes.gov/

