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individual skills together to get a greater result than 

we could achieve by ourselves.  This is true for our 

relationship with you as parents, families, and 

guardians.  I encourage you to work with your 

child’s teacher.  As we work together, we will all be 

able to achieve so much more with our students!  

With Synergy, 

 

Mr Matlock  

We are building a palpable sense of 
‘we’ at Oregeon Trail.   
 

At Oregon Trail we are working on building a 

positive culture where there is a “palpable sense of 

we”  This means that we recognize, in thought and 

in action, that everyone at school is responsible for 

the performance of every student.  That is why you 

may hear about your student being in another 

teachers classroom for a little bit each day or 

working with a bunch of different teachers 

throughout the day.  We realize that we have a 

diverse staff with many skills to help many students.  

We hope to truly synergize (Habit 6) and add our  

DEAR FAMILIES, 

Procedure Reminder 

Before the first morning bell rings students are to go 

around the sides of the building to the supervised 

playground or to back cafeteria entrance for 

breakfast.  Parents can wait in the foyer by the front 

office with their students.  Students without a parent 

with them will be asked to go around to the 

playground or cafeteria for breakfast.  On rainy or 

extremely cold mornings students will be invited to 

gym instead of being outside. 

 

We are hard at work at Oregon Trail working to prepare 
students for their futures.  We are very future minded at 
our school.  We are working on exercising Habit 2, 
Begin with the End in Mind.  We want our students to 
be ready for the next school year, ready to interact with 
peers, and ready to make positive decisions that will 
help them be successes in school and in life!  One of 
the ways we prepare students for the next grade level 
is by doing Benchmark Assessments.  In grades K-3 
this is done by using the Idaho Reading Indicator (IRI).  
The IRI tests reading fluency (how fast one can read).  
In grades 4-5 this is done by using 
the MAZE assessment. The MAZE assesses student 
reading comprehension.  These assessments are not 
the end all be all but they help us make decisions on 
how we can best help each student.  We use the 
information to direct our instruction to each class and 
each student, giving all students individualized 
instruction as much as possible.  It is our hope we can 
work together as a school family that we can make 
positive progress towards grade level proficiency! 
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“Sow a thought, reap an action; 
sow an action, reap a habit; sow 
a habit, reap a character; sow a 
character, reap a destiny.” – 
Samuel Smiles 
 

February 1 5:30 – 7:00 PM– STEAM Family Night – 
Come participate in Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts, and Math activities! This is 
going to be fun! 

February 15 – All Day – 5th Grade Ski Trip – This is 
the first Ski Trip OT students have taken in years.  
We hope to continue this tradition for years on! 

February 19 – NO SCHOOL – Presidents Day 

February 20 – NO SCHOOL – Teacher Training 
Day 

March 26 – 30 – Spring Break 

REMINDERS 

Proactive Language 

“I can.” 

“I’m sorry” 

“I choose to.” 

“Let’s look at all our 
options.” 

“I will get this done.” 

“There must be 
something we can do.” 

 

 

Reactive Language 

“I can’t” 

“It’s not my fault” 

“I have to” 

“We have no other 
choice” 

“They won’t let me.” 

“There’s nothing we 
can do” 

 

Reactive Language 

Vs 

Proactive Language 
 

Ricky Roper and Adrien Albright were the winner and 
runner-up of our school wide spelling bee.  They will 
represent Oregon Trail at the regional spelling bee.   

1st through 5th grade students are recording the morning 
announcements allowing teachers flexibility to do the 
announcements and the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Miss Dawson’s First Grade Class and Mr Johnson’s 5th 
grade class have paired up as Reading and Math buddies 
visiting each other’s classrooms each week. 

 

SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS 


