
Oregon Trail Elementary 1 

 

Trailblazer Times 
ISSUE 4                    FEBRUARY 2021 

   
 

 

 

MEET OUR NEW STAFF! 

We are excited to have the 

newspaper up and running again.  

The staff this year consists of all 

5th grade students who are excited 

to bring you the news.   

If you see them in the hall, say 

hello to our reporters: Devlyn, 

Graydon, Chey, Colton, Kaylen, 

Maekenzie, Lauren, and Gwira! 

HABIT 1 – BE PROACTIVE 
 

“Proactive people carry their own weather with them.” 
 

Stephen R. Covey 

What is happening with Covid-19 by Devlyn Kelley 

 
The Twin Falls School District nurses are allowed to do COVID testing. 

 
If you have any symptoms your school nurse is allowed to test you. They are only on 
Mondays and Wednesdays from 4 to 5 p.m. The nurse is able to test ten people per 
day. 
 
If the color changes it is the same protocol as before so I will say it. The orange protocol 
is that there is an A and B group, it goes by last name so the A group goes to the letter 
A through L. B group goes through M to Z. Red protocol is that we are at home online. 
 
Twin Falls County in total has about 6,843 cases confirmed and the probable number is 

about 1,983.       
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MEET MS. LARSON   
by Colton Malson 
 

I interviewed Ms. Larson.  She is a 5th grade teacher. I asked her a list of questions and here were her 

responses: 

 

What are the other teachers like? There is a diverse group of teachers here at Oregon Trail.  They all care a 

great deal about the students and their profession.  The other teachers are very accepting of incoming teachers 

and students. 

How do you handle your classroom? I use a whole brain teaching approach in the classroom.  What this means 

is that I use hand signals and verbal cues with my students.  Getting a student moving when they are learning 

is a great way to help the students stay engaged in lessons. I have only learned about the Whole Brain 

teaching process last spring, so I am gradually introducing new strategies with the students as we master 

strategies. 

What was your job before you became a teacher? Before I was a teacher I was a full time mom and student for 

six years.  Prior to that I worked for St. Luke's Hospital in Twin Falls behind the scenes doing insurance 

verification.  I was able to transfer to Twin Falls St. Luke’s from patient registration and preregistration from the 

Meridian hospital. 

Why did you become a teacher? I became a teacher for the kids.  I want to be the one teacher the students will 

remember having a positive impact on their educational career and having a positive impact in their outlook of 

education.  I have two teachers from my educational career that were this for me.  

What do you love about this school? What I love about Oregon Trail is their determination and drive to help 

each student as much as possible.  

What is your favorite subject in school? My favorite subject in school is Social Studies and reading.  

What do you like best about teaching? What I like best about teaching is the students and relationships I have 

built with them and fellow teachers. I love that I can learn just as much from my students as they can learn from 

me.  

How do you teach your students? I get to utilize the resources available to me for curriculum.  I like to elaborate 

and expand on what the curriculum suggests I do. 

What is your teaching style? I prefer to teach using a hands on approach.  This year has made that difficult and 

I cannot wait to get back to where I can do more hands on and group activities in the classroom.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About the School 
By Chey Perkins 
 

It was opened in April 15-1995. You all know that the school is a leadership 
school. When you walk in the school you feel a rush of excitement and welcome. 
At school we are learning what a bully is and not to be a bully. 
 

There are 52 staff members. Be a leader because we are a leadership school. 
And this month is Valentine's Day. And so that you don’t forget a leader in the 
school will help us all with lots of things. So you can become a leader too. Now a 
question to you: what is your favorite part of the school? 
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Interview with Mr. Matlock         

 by Graydon Arrington 

 
 
Why did you choose to be the principal?  
I originally chose to be a teacher.  As I learned more about that, I learned more about what principals do. What I 
learned sounded like fun, so I went back to college to earn a Master’s Degree and become a principal. 
 
What did you learn from the former principal?       
Mrs. Cowger was the previous principal.  I learned that every day should be a fresh start for a student.  That 
means that I can’t be upset about what happened yesterday.  Everyone starts fresh every day.  
 
If you could, would you add another one of the seven habits, and if so, why?       
I would only add a little clarification to Think Win-Win and include more about how important it is to “BE KIND!” 
 
If there was one thing you could change about our school, what would it be?      
I love our school and am always looking for ways to improve.  I’d be interested to see what students would 
change. 
 
During this pandemic, have things been harder?     
It was very hard to see students, parents/families, and teachers have to work so much harder when we were out 
of school and in the hybrid model.  I like to think that hard work should pay off but it seems like all the hard work 
didn’t pay off as much as it would have it we had all be in school the whole time. 
 
Do you like your job?      I love my job! 
 
If you were in a different position in the school, what would it be?       
I would be a teacher.  I think I’d go for 5th or maybe 4th grade.  
 
What do you enjoy about your job?       
I love how every day is different from the previous day.  While each day is different, there is also routine and 
structure.  I love being around all the great people, both staff and students. 
 
What is your vision for the future of our school?     
My vision for our school is to become a Lighthouse school which means we are the best Leadership School we 
can be.  If we can do that, then we’ll be doing great in all the other areas like academic performance and social 
emotional learning. 
 
What are some hard challenges you have dealt with and how have you dealt with them?       
School shutting down was very hard.  The Hybrid schedule was hard.  I kept trying to do my best.  That’s all we 
can do when dealing with hard challenges.  We keep working and keep working! 
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            STUDENT INTERVIEWS 

Interview by Gwira Rwasama 

I interviewed Haven from Mrs. Brittain’s class. 
Q: What is your favorite thing to do?  A:  Play in my bedroom. 
Q: What’s your favorite color?   A: Pink  
Q: If you were a Superhero what would your power be?  A: Fire 
Q: Who is your favorite cartoon character?   A: Bugs Bunny 
Q: What’s your favorite movie?  A: Frozen 
Q: What’s your favorite animal?    A: German shepherd 
Q: Do you like ice cream or popsicles better? A: Popsicles 
Q: What do you want to be when you grow up? A: A doctor 
Q: What’s your favorite toy?  A: Barbies   
Q: What’s your favorite snack?  A: Apples 

Interview by Lauren Walker 

I interviewed Hannah Perry from 

Mr. Biggers’ class.  Her favorite 
thing to do on the weekend is play 

video games and watch movies.  

Her favorite subject is art and 

reading.  If she was able to choose 

a different name it would be 

Scooby.  Her favorite color is blue.  

Her favorite movie is Jurassic 

Park.  She likes dogs and wolves. 

She likes fall and summer. 

Interviews by Kaylen Duric 

Today I am going to interview Breanna Juarez from Mrs. Lavin’s class. 

What do you think about your teacher?  I think my teacher is nice and she teaches math well.   

What do you like about your class? What I like about my class is that they work well together and are 
all smart.   

What is your favorite subject in school?  My favorite subject in school is math.  

What is your favorite time of school?  My favorite time in school is recess. 

If don’t have anything to do, here are some ideas for you! 
By Maekenzie Green 

 

1. You can go roller skating at Skateland! 

2. Have an at home movie night with your friends and family! 

3. Read a book! 

4. Make a craft! 

5. You can make new food! 

6. Have a sleepover. 

7. Go skiing. 

If you find Skateland fun here are things that they do: Time for limbo, four corners, 

birthday parties, races, suggest a song, and skate. 

If you like skiing you need to pack.  Here are things you need to get:  snow pants, big 

coat, socks, scarf, hood, mask, snacks. 

If you like to make a craft, you will need: glue, scissors, paper or cardboard, the rest of 

the things you need for the craft. 

That is all that I have ideas for but you can do so many other things! 
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