
Oregon Trail PTA Minutes 10/13/21

Attendees:  Laurie Rice, , Lauren Jones, , Kim Ruiz,Rachel Christiansen Teresa Navarrete
, , , , , & BrianMary Doerr Noell Bautista Jennifer Shipp Karl Gaston Stefanie Swindler

Johnson

❖ New Board welcome, Thank you again to each of you for being willing to help keep the
PTA going!! Lauren Jones is glad to be around in an advisory capacity as the rest of us
are still getting our feet wet. President: Laurie Rice, Vice-President: Rachel Christiansen,
Secretary: Karl Gaston, Treasurer: Stefanie Swindler

❖ SchoolStore Fundraiser envelopes will be handed out to staff with information on a new
and exciting way to help raise money for our school.  There are adorable prizes like a
plush toy with a snap band for it to hug around your arm. The participation prizes are
sent with our school’s materials to start the program and distributed the day our students
return their participation code. The prizes earned from the student sales are generated to
ship 7 days after our program starts. Caring For Classrooms gift cards are delivered
electronically within 2 days of the donation being received. Teachers may purchase from
a wide selection of educational resources including brands like Learning Resources,
Educational Insights, Crayola, Sargent Art, Pacon, Dixon Ticonderoga and many more.
Teachers may also order books searchable by grade level, Accelerated Reading points
and reading level. Also available are the best children&#39;s magazines subscriptions
for the classroom including National Geographic Kids, Highlights, Zoobooks and many
more. You can see all the items at www.caringforclassrooms.org.

❖ Many charity events were discussed from Amazon Smile, Smiths,/Kroger, if you shop at
stores you can earn money for our school.  There are many ways families can donate
and participate to give to schools with online shopping and many digital resources are
available if we so desire to participate and sign up and let families know, both locally and
globally with these outlets.

❖ Box Tops are still going on, however they are now digital, but still available.  If parents
can’t or don’t want to download the app we will gladly take their receipts if they would
send them in so we could scan them in.  Mrs. Shipp is willing to do this so as to continue
a successful Box Tops campaign.

❖ Book Fair we will be doing an in person book fair this year during PT conference week!
Flyers are made that can be sent home. Mrs. Christiansen is planning on running it from
3-6 on Monday and Tuesday, 3-8 on Wednesday, and probably from 8-12 on Thursday.
Also if anyone knows of someone that might be able to volunteer at it and can get me
contact info that would be great!  Specials teachers will be contacted to see if we can get
some help.

❖ Movie Night, Raya will be showing and it will be the first time we have an opportunity to
bring all of our families together in one room since the beginning of the pandemic.  Movie
night 10/14/21 at 6:00 P.M. will be a wonderful time to see everyone come together
laughing, sharing, and connecting.  We'll see you there!
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➢ Mr. Allen, some 5th graders will be asked to help the custodians to set up chairs
and Lauren Jones, Mrs. Ruiz, Mrs. Shipp will pop popcorn, Mrs. Rice obtained 50
pounds of it, and it will be bagged & sold for $1.00 along with water.

➢ Mrs. Ruiz will announce that leftover prizes will be sold after the movie.
➢ Mr. Johnson will be our audio/visual gentleman once again.
➢ Families will be asked to help clean up afterwards and pick up chairs. Everyone

has  always been very respectful in the past.
After just counting the money we raised $550.00 making it one of the most profitable movie
nights we have seen.
❖ Parent Teacher Conferences late night will be on Wednesday and the PTA will provide

beverages for the teachers
❖ Survey results

➢ Movie Nights
➢ 1-7 (41.2%)
➢ Craft Nights
➢ 11 (64.79)
➢ Holiday Shop
➢ 8 (47.196)
➢ Spring Carnival
➢ 16 (94.1%)
➢ Fun Run/Field Day
➢ 8 (47 196)
➢ Dance A Thon
➢ 2 (11.8%)
➢ Penny Wars
➢ 2 (11.8%)

■ Communication with families is also discussed from survey results where
maybe a link to PTA will be discussed being added to Oregon Trail
website.

❖ Multicultural Night is on November 4th.  Mrs. Rhoades will be helping to lead this.
- Theme: Stories from Around the World
- Each grade level will choose a story from around the world and have multiple copies
available for families to access at the event. It was even suggested to make a copy for
each family to be able to take the story home!
- Along with the story, there needs to be an activity for the families to complete after
reading the story.
- Each family will work at their own pace while the teacher is available to provide
support.
- Students should be able to take the activity home and any other resources you feel
would be helpful to encourage reading and reading strategies at home.

❖ Spirit Nights at restaurants with a whole venue of resources available Mrs. Rice will
provide a list of participating venues.



➢ How to best man the Family Nights, Carnivals, and other fundraising events was
discussed.

❖ Possibility of helping out Student Lighthouse Team on their latest endeavour of an
outdoor water fountain was deliberated and Mrs. Rice was also offering the fact that she
could help write grants along with Spark Light & other companies that will partner with us
to help them see this through by Springtime so 5th graders could see what their work
has helped create.

❖ Further discussion on other fun fund raising events such as Feast & Follies, Talent
Shows, Teachers Serving a nice catered event or home cooked meals, and many
more…

❖ These above moneys could be used for playground equipment, playground
improvement, repainting United States Map, painting a giant Idaho with attractions on it,
workout stations where the old playset was taken out, maybe including a walking
path/meditation walk sort of thing.

Respectfully Submitted by,
Karl L. Gaston
PTA Secretary
4th Grade Teacher


