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By Mark Arike

Now that Minden Hills’ village development master plan is 
complete, councillors have a better idea of what steps need to 
be taken in order to revitalize the town.

At a Feb. 14 committee-of-the-whole meeting, councillors 
heard from representatives of AECOM Canada Ltd. – the 
Bracebridge consulting company the township hired in May 
of 2012.

“We’ve been working on this project with the steering 
committee since the spring of 2012, and we’re hoping to reach 
some concluding steps here,” said Gina Brouwer, manager 
and landscape architect. “We’re hoping to get council’s 
review and approval of what’s happening, and then a bit more 
direction on what the main priorities are.”

According to a summary in AECOM’s report, the village 
development master plan “identifies a vision for the 

community to improve the aesthetics and function for property 
owners, business owners, residents and visitors.”

The primary function of the master plan is “the revitalization 
of the downtown core, along with continued and sustainable 
development of Minden.”

AECOM provided councillors a draft of the plan last August 
and a public information session was held later that month. 

See “Plan” on page 3

Master plan paints the future of Minden Hills
Photo by Matthew Desrosiers

Clara Dunmore, four, and her big sister Brea, seven, saw through a log with Wayne MacGregor at the Snowball Winter Festival in Dorset on Feb. 16. See pictures on page 14.
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By Mark Arike

Cracking down on noise in Minden Hills will come at a price 
if the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) is called in to enforce 
bylaws.

“Typically speaking, when we look at enforcement over 
and above what our core services are, many municipalities 
look at entering into contract negotiations with the OPP,” said 
Liane Spong-Hooyenga, OPP sergeant with the municipal 
policing bureau, in a presentation to councillors at a Feb. 14 
committee-of-the-whole meeting.

Spong-Hooyenga told councillors that current services 
in the township are provided on a non-contract basis, also 
known as a Section 5.1. Under a Section 10 contract of the 
Police Services Act, the municipality would receive enhanced 
services. The contract would require a five-year commitment. 

“Our response is priority-based,” she said. “What’s number 
one with us is our Criminal Code enforcement.”

Calls that involve public safety are at the top of the list, said 
Spong-Hooyenga. Regular calls for service “where there isn’t 
imminent danger” are next, followed by bylaw matters.

“We do respond to bylaw [complaints], noise complaints 
tend to be the primary calls we go to. But it is not our role 
to be the primary on investigations into those matters. 
We typically turn the matters over to municipal bylaw 
enforcement officers. It’s a municipal responsibility.”

If called to assist a bylaw enforcement officer, the OPP will 
attend if officers are available.

The cost of a Section 10 contract would be based on the 
township’s needs. 

“It depends on what it is that we’re looking at,” she 
explained. “If you’re looking at something where you want to 
focus on a particular bylaw, you’ll have to consider the value 
to the money. Fireworks are a tricky thing – it’s a hit and 
miss.”

As a former sergeant with the Haliburton Highlands 
detachment, Spong-Hooyenga said she is aware of the 
challenges that arise from calls about fireworks. For example, 
with waterfront properties it can be very difficult to determine 
which dock the firework was set off from.

“There’s a lot of difficulty associated with that response.”
Reeve Barb Reid informed Spong-Hooyenga that council 

is familiar with enhanced policing services and specific 
contractual arrangements.

“For the past two summers, we’ve had a program in place 
where we set aside $2,500 to have foot patrols on the long 
weekends, Saturday nights and very early in the mornings 
when the bars let out,” said Reid. “I don’t think any officers 
signed up last summer to do that duty, which means we didn’t 
spend the money.”

Chad Bark, the newly appointed Haliburton Highlands 
OPP detachment commander, pointed out that should council 
decide to target a specific area of enforcement, a contract for 
all police services would need to be agreed upon.

“You can’t just contract for a specific function that you want 
the police to perform,” said Bark, explaining that what Reid 
spoke of is an arrangement where an officer comes to work 
during their off time.

“So you can’t cherry-pick one bylaw?” she asked Bark.
“Exactly,” he said.
Spong-Hooyenga added that contracts are based on 

contractual hours that are delivered each year.
“If we’d look at entering a contract, we would do a workload 

analysis of all the workload that’s generated in Minden Hills, 
and then we would determine how many full-time, equivalent 
constables it would take to address that workload,” she said.

With salaries, benefits and other direct operating expenses, a 
full-time officer costs approximately $147,000 per year.

In recent months, councillors examined the township’s 
current noise bylaw and determined a need for a separate 
fireworks bylaw. At an Oct. 11 meeting, they were presented 
with a draft bylaw, which listed fines of $150 for setting 
fireworks off during restricted times. Proper enforcement was 
a concern that councillors brought forward. 

Following Spong-Hooyenga’s presentation, Reid said staff 
would need to examine the available options.

“It sounds like our staff really needs an opportunity to 
work through the implications of staying as a Section 5.1, or 
possibly entertaining a Section 10 contract that might include 
this extra service we might be seeking,” she said. “We have 
been talking about the need for additional resources in our 
bylaw area, and frankly, I don’t think we’ve looked at the 
OPP as potential providers of that service.”

Minden Hills considers OPP 
for bylaw enforcement

Photo by Mark Arike
OPP Sergeant Liane Spong-Hooyenga and Haliburton Highlands Staff Sergeant Chad Bark provide councillors with 
information about increasing the police presence in the community in order to enforce noise bylaws.

Wilberforce fairground 
upgrades approved
By Matthew Desrosiers

Council has given permission for the Wilberforce 
Agricultural Society to pursue two initiatives to improve the 
fairgrounds.

Joanne Vanier presented to Highlands East council on Feb. 
12 on behalf of the society.

“Wilberforce Fair is celebrating our 30th annual fair this 
year,” she said.

Last year, the society purchased a multi-purpose container 
for the fair. It requires a stand.

The fair society decided on building a compacted 
aggregate base with topsoil. Vanier said this option is 
environmentally friendly, safe for people visiting the 
fairgrounds, and would only cost an estimated $1,200.

The second request was permission to apply for a 
Haliburton County Development Corporation (HCDC) 
community capacity building program grant to cover the 
cost of a new open covered area for the fair’s goat show.

Last year, due to rain, the event almost had to be cancelled 
when the goat owners did not want to expose their animals 
to those conditions. The covered space would provide a 
place for the show to be held despite weather conditions, 
and would also provide a good picnic or concert area on the 
fairgrounds during the rest of the year, Vanier told council.

The building would cost an estimated $12,710, however 
in the HCDC grant is approved, the society would only be 
asked to pay 20 per cent of that.

Council approved both requests.
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continued from page 1

“We’ve been corresponding with the Reeve 
and the committee throughout,” said Brouwer.

The master plan addresses areas such as: 
signage and wayfinding, traffic, intersection 
and parking improvements, accessibility 
and sidewalk improvements, drainage 
improvements, and future development 
(housing and commercial). 

Attractive and consistent signage was 
recognized as one of the key areas currently 
in need of improvement.

“Basically, there’s a lot of different 
aesthetics and a lot of different images that 
are happening,” said Brouwer, while showing 
councillors a slide of several different signs 
that welcome visitors to the town. 

“We want to take this inconsistency and 
streamline it a bit.”

The report highlighted the estimated cost of 
each project as well as its duration.

According to their estimates, signage 
rings in at $210,000. This price includes 
wayfinding materials, such as village maps, 
directional signage and information kiosks.

Councillor Larry Clarke was in support of 
improving the town’s signage.

“The vision for signage is very much what’s 
needed, especially with the advancements of 
the village,” he said.

Reeve Barb Reid commended the AECOM 
team for their choice of wording for the 
marketing slogan.

“I think the key thing for me is I really like 
the way AECOM has identified a way to 
add a bit of charm and sense of promise to 
our downtown by calling it Minden Village 
on the Gull River,” she said. “I think that’s 
a very aspirational way to present the name 
of our downtown, so it pulls people off the 
highway.”

Improving traffic flow in the village was 
another key component of the plan. A traffic 
count was conducted in May of last year, 
reported Chris Stilwel, AECOM office 
manager. 

“Ideally, that would have been done 
during summer months,” said Stilwel. “But 
what we can do is use a seasonal variation 
factor, which is commonly used in the 
industry… we came up with estimated 
summer, long weekend kind of traffic volume 
10 years down the road. We based our 

recommendations on that.”
Reid pointed out that the county is expected 

to experience significant growth, according to 
a recent housing study.

“The data is showing that over the next 
five to 10 years, there could be 5,000 new 
people moving into the county and retiring in 
the county,” she said. “Half of them will be 
looking for housing and a lot of them will be 
driving, too.”

The plan calls for a $350,000 reconstruction 
project that would turn Water Street from 
Bobcaygeon Road into a one-way street 
towards St., Germaine Street. 

“There is a fairly significant cost associated 
with that,” said Stilwel. “That comes from 
putting in islands, traffic isles, and barriers so 
people follow one-way streets properly and 
traffic goes in the right direction.”

Other recommended road improvement 
projects include curbs, paving and four-way 
stops at various locations.

The most expensive item on the list is 
a $4,000,000 seniors’ affordable housing 
project, which includes an extension to 
Stouffer Street. Two potential development 
sites in the plan include a municipally-owned 
property adjacent to the arena parking lot, and 
a property that is home to the current fire hall.

Potential development sites on private 
property are not identified in the plan.

“Initially we identified several sites, some 
of which were private,” said project manager 
Gord Crosby. “But in the end we narrowed it 
down to two spots.”

Crosby said the two sites were ideal because 
of their proximity to the hospital and the 
town’s amenities. 

“The model [of development] that we used 
and set into the diagram is the one that is 
being constructed in Haliburton. It’s a 24-unit 
development, which would seem to be a good 
size for you as well.”

Brouwer told councillors that feedback is 
required on items that are priorities in the plan 
“in order to finalize the implementation.” The 
master plan is intended to be a working and 
adaptable document that can be used to guide 
and inform future permits and development, 
she said.

“I think it will do exactly that,” commented 
Reid. “It’s laid out in a very easy-to-follow 
way that shows the opportunities that are 
ahead for us.”

Plan calls for affordable housing
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Winter festivals Premier Pan

Editorial opinion
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See something that’s worth sharing 

with the community?

Snap a picture, send us the photo and 
see it in the paper! E-mail photos to 
matthew@haliburtonhighlander.ca

“All the world is made of faith, and trust, and 
pixie dust.”

— J.M. Barrie

Here at The Highlander we try to provide a 
service for our readers, for example by taking 
a look at this week’s Ontario throne speech 
so you don’t have to. Seriously, you don’t — 
unless you’re having trouble sleeping or are 
some kind of political masochist, like me. 
The text is 18 pages of meaningless rhetoric, 
annoying in the extreme for the depth of 
its vapidity and breadth of its nonsensical 
newspeak.

The speech begins with a bizarre comment 
noting that the Ontario Legislature stands 
on occupied native territory, a fact native 
Ontarians must enjoy being reminded of by 
their colonizers as often as possible. Sorry 
for trashing the place. Now please enjoy the 
canapés.

It goes downhill from there, quickly. 
Lieutenant Governor Onley, reading the 
words of the new Premier Wynne, then 
points to other aspects of Ontario’s diversity 
and how far we’ve come in appreciating 
people for their talents instead of their colour, 
gender or other characteristics. To prove 
that evolution, Wynne feels compelled to 
mention that Onley’s predecessor, the late 
Lincoln Alexander — a man known for many 
achievements having nothing to do with his 
blackness — was black. As are, I’m sure, 
many of Wynne’s best friends. 

Even we rural folk get an act in the diversity 
circus, though much further on in the speech: 
we’re “unique” and our “voices will be 
heard” and, we’re told, “your government 
will not address your issues in isolation 
because you are not isolated.” Come again? 
You must be kidding, but thanks for letting 
us know there are “artists and actors in 
Timmins” because without that informational 
gem Torontonians would persist in the belief 
that anyone north of the 401is an unemployed 
meth addict.

The rest of the speech, all 18 pages of it, has 
all of the substance, intellectual rigour and 
vision of an elementary school graduation 
address written by a 12-year old with a 
thesaurus. It is, in all its mealy-mouthed 
nonsense, essentially a desperate plea not 
to be voted out on the first day of the new 
legislative session.

In that objective, it has succeeded. Andrea 

Horwath’s NDP 
will support the 
government, for the 
moment anyway. 
Hudak’s PCs, 
predictably, will 
not, for no apparent 
reason because the speech is absolutely 
devoid of policy.

No policy, but lots of pap and contradictory 
flim-flam. Our government will “build the 
strongest and most innovative health care 
system in the world” because, obviously, the 
first nine years were just a warm-up and now 
they really mean it. Our kids must be “literate 
in the languages of tomorrow”, a goal which 
will be achieved by expanding education in 
French, the language of yesterday. And of 
course, the budget will be balanced, starting 
with the addition of a new $50 million 
fund of taxpayer money for private venture 
capital, a sector we all know is in dire need of 
financial support. Interestingly, that was the 
only dollar figure in the entire speech.

As a special gift to us, there’s a promise to 
continue encouraging energy “conservation” 
which in the rural context means keeping 
electricity rates so high that citizens “choose” 
to save energy by using their incomes for 
food instead of heat and by doing the washing 
at 4 a.m.

The gist of Wynne’s approach can be 
summed up in a quote from the last page: 
“Your government believes all things are 
possible. Your government will not be 
hemmed in by expectations.”

No, Peter Pan, all things are not possible. 
There is something called reality, and it 
tends to have a stubborn effect on things like 
tax revenue and the cost of running things. 
Believing in fairies — or balanced budgets — 
does not make them so.

Premier Wynne could have used the last few 
weeks to hammer out a legislative agenda 
acceptable to at least one of her rivals. She 
could have made some tough adult decisions 
as to how an insolvent province will continue 
to serve its citizens. Instead, she has produced 
a load of incoherent, patronizing claptrap. Her 
mission is, for now, accomplished, but only 
because the polls say Ontarians can’t stomach 
the alternatives.

After this speech however, the voters may 
be having second thoughts.

The weekend started with an hour-long 
drive from Tory Hill to Dorset where, 
despite a little cool weather, people were out 
in droves to celebrate the Snowball festival.

If you’ve never had the pleasure of visiting 
Dorset before, this past weekend was as 
good a first impression as you could get. 
After parking my car down the road from 
the festivities, I was greeted outside of a 
restaurant by an employee selling pulled 
pork on the street.

And it only got better from there.
Enjoying my warm sandwich, I made my 

way up to the centre of town, past the giant 
ReMax air balloon floating in the middle of 
the village, and made it just in time to hear 
the town crier beg God to save the Queen. 
His bell ringing in the air marked the official 
opening of the festival, although hundreds 
had already enjoyed some Shriners’ 
pancakes that morning.

There were kids, parents, couples and 
singles; dogs, horses, wood carvings and 
snow carvings; animal calls, birds, police 
officers, and fire fighters demonstrating a 
cold-water rescue near the bridge in town. 
And I probably missed a few things.

What a great way to spend a morning in 
Dorset. But my day wasn’t over just yet.

From there I travelled back to Haliburton 
Village where more than a few crazies got 
it in their heads to jump in Head Lake. A 
hole was cut into the ice and one by one 
they jumped in with big grins on their faces. 
Almost to a man, or woman, they came out 
teeth chattering and with regret in their eyes.

The money raised was for the Sick Kids 
ophthalmologic renovation project, so 
what’s a little pain for a good cause?

Following the polar dip, I had the time 
to wander around Frost Festival, where 
kids were enjoying dog sled rides and the 
Lions were selling delicious peameal bacon 
sandwiches. There were also snowmobilers 

around, jetting back 
and forth across the 
lake.

Many of those 
sledders may have 
been going to 
or coming from 
Haliburton Forest’s 
poker run, which was also going on that day.

I then travelled to Wilberforce, where a 
hockey tournament was going on at the 
arena. After a long day, what better way 
to relax than to enjoy some hockey at 
the community arena? By the time I got 
home, I was beginning to wonder what had 
happened to the quiet winter Highlands I’d 
heard so much about.

On Sunday, I suited up and was out the 
door, this time to Minden where Winterfest 
was in full swing.

From figure skating to chili cook-offs, I 
had to plan my day strategically to make all 
the activities. The highlight was Dawson’s 
game, where friends and family of the 
late Dawson Hamilton played a game of 
hockey in his honour, with proceeds going 
to charity.

As the weekend finally wrapped up, I 
had put almost 300 kilometres on my car 
running to all the events. This past long 
weekend, in fact, really was long. But in a 
good way. 

It’s proof that although business is slow, 
this county is still alive and doing ok. It 
showed that we don’t need cottagers to have 
a good time and that not all good things 
happen in the summer.

While I had to experience the weekend 
through a lens or behind a pen and notepad, 
I have no regrets. From there I could 
easily see communities coming together, 
fighting off the winter blues, and enjoying 
themselves in time-honoured Highlands 
fashion.
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 TheOutsider Better late than never

Letters to the editor

Valentine’s Day, eh? What a conundrum.
Now, I know me being a journalist an’ all, I should be 

writing about such events in time for their happening but 
some things just can’t be rushed. That and the fact that living 
here in the Highlands has relaxed me so much that I struggle 
to sustain my sharp-eyed Fleet Street hack mentality. In fact, 
I have difficulty in maintaining a vertical stance if I snip so 
much as the possibility of a comfy chair to slouch into.

But I digress. As I write this missive Valentine’s Day is but 
a day gone by and I’m in turmoil, a sedate kind of easygoing 
turmoil, such is my relatively new Haliburtonian nature, but 
turmoil nonetheless. You see, my lovely wife has found a new 
source of infatuation, an alternative focus for her affections. 
She says that she still loves me but I can see it in her eyes 
when he’s around; I know that I just don’t stand a chance. 
Perhaps it is my aforementioned laid back mentality that has 
done it. Have I taken her for granted for too long and now my 
nonchalant attitude has come back to bite me? 

I tried my best to win her over again with a Valentine’s 
meal. I prepared her a lovely dinner, three courses no less, 
with her favourite wine and a single red rose in a crystal 
vase to decorate the table but my competition upstaged me 

by sticking out his tongue and flicking ice cream across the 
room.

You see, my adversary is only three feet tall and his name 
is Little Z. And the trouble is that I love him almost as much 
as she does. I say almost because I don’t believe that any 
man can love a child as much as the woman that gave birth 
to it. There is a chemical bond between mother and baby 
that begins in the womb and which can never be broken, or 
surmounted by the guy she lusts after but whom has now 
become known as daddy.

I’ve come to realize that I’ll be fighting a losing battle if I try 
to challenge my little man for the affections of his mummy. 
As much as she loves me, she dotes on his every move, every 
breath: I know, I’ve watched her watching him as he sleeps, 
and the image of that moment is so crushingly beautiful that it 
brings a tear to my eye.

I’ve come to accept that I cannot compete. I’ve tried, believe 
me. Romantic meals aside, I took to studying his behaviour, 
noting what made her laugh or fawn over him and then tried 
mimicking it. You can see the catastrophic failure coming, I’m 
sure. Pulling funny faces and running around the living room 
got a somewhat favourable reaction, until I knocked over the 

standard lamp. Where a little toot from 
him was uproariously funny, a nice big fart 
from daddy was met with cries of repulsion 
and a cushion aimed squarely at my head. 
And I won’t go into details about letting 
food dribble down my chin – even maple 
syrup was a failure! Never once did she 
say, “ah you liccle sweety,” and dab my face 
with a warm wet cloth, not even when we had guests round 
for dinner.

And so it seems my lovely wife’s affections will forever be 
divided, between me and our wonderful little son. I could get 
jealous. I could get mad, or melancholy – it’s probably more 
my style now that I’m so laid back – but I won’t because 
when he toots I laugh too. When he pulls funny faces I think 
he’s cute and when he is sleeping I swear he looks like an 
angel.

I guess I will have to be happy with my lot and simply glad 
that I’m so relaxed nowadays that I struggle to work too hard 
and so find plenty of time to enjoy with both of the loves of 
my life.

By Will Jones

Photo of the week

Photo by Sara Moffat 
A barred owl caught observing its surroundings from its perch high in a tree.

Dear editor, 

I think Peter McLuskey’s letter begs a response (The 
Highlander, Issue 69, pg. 5). I have no problem with people 
having a great time playing pond hockey, spectators having a 
great time watching, volunteers helping out and some private 
event organizers making a living. I am not a grumpy old 
man, nor the Grinch that stole Christmas. I will not confuse 
the argument on how to spend taxpayers’ monies with 
references to F35 fighter jets, or millions spent on property tax 
assessment.  Nor will I introduce red herrings, such as the cute 
juxtaposition of the Highlander’s headline about foreign labour 
at the Pinestone, or the meager support the municipality offers 
to amazingly successful community efforts like the Dusk 
Dancers performances, which attract thousands of spectators, 
or the lackluster support council displayed in their support for 
the Farmer’s Market.

My argument was and still is that if we, via our municipal 
government, agree to subsidize local events, no matter if 
they are organized by a private for profit or a non-profit 
organization, we should assure that they are supporting a wide 
segment of the business community.  It is commendable that 
council agreed to invest $25,000 in an event that generates an 
estimated $700,000 in direct and indirect economic benefits to 
the community, according to the Reeve.  Economists will tell 
you that economic impact studies often incorporate elements 
of “best hoped for outcomes.”

I will quote Mr. McLuskey here because he expresses 
exactly the point that prompted me to write my first letter.  
“What surprised me about the tournament was the lack of 
spectators and the lack of activity on Highland Street.”  

The impact of the much-publicized invasion of 1,000-plus 
pond hockey players had a negative economic effect by 
keeping local regulars out of shops and restaurants.   The 
bus shuttle from and to Pinestone gave participants little 
opportunity to explore what Haliburton has to offer.   

I would suggest that if this event returns to Haliburton next 
winter with financial support from the municipality specific 
conditions should accompany municipal financial support.  
Registration fees to the event would include prepaid vouchers 
which could be spend at participating business such as local 
restaurants, pubs, cafes and shops.  Call them Pond Hockey 
Dollars if you wish.  It would be a simple way to assure that 
visiting participants, their families and friends, support local 
businesses.  Let’s be positive and close with Peter McLuskey’s 
line “Bring me more pond hockey” and, I would add, all 
other sporting and cultural events that make Haliburton a 
community worth living in.

Armin Weber
Eagle Lake

Pond hockey support
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Highlander opinions
What has been the highlight of your winter?Eye on the street:

Lacy Prenger
Haliburton

Jumping in the lake on Family 
Day. It was freezing cold but it 
was fun and I would definitely do 
it again next year.

Steve Chambers
Kushog Lake

A wonderful snowmobile trip to 
Cochrane and New Liskeard. We 
snowmobiled for five days. It was 
great. They had more snow than 
us at the time and we did 2,000 
kilometres. 

Tracey Lear
Minden

I love the snow. Snow makes this 
town what it is in the winter. We 
snowmobile, ski at Sir Sam’s, 
snowshoe, cross country ski and 
love the winter. Haliburton County 
has it all.

Bill Frost
Haliburton

We worked down at The Frost 
Fest on Family Day and had a 
good time. We also had a great 
Christmas. It has been an easy 
winter and that’s good. 

Dan Johnston
West Guilford

Just ice fishing on the weekends. I 
haven’t caught anything real good 
recently but I am still having fun. 

Have a question we should ask? Send it to matthew@haliburtonhighlander.ca. Photos and interviews by Walt Griffin

Street Address 1
City, Province

Phone: 800-472-5625

© H&R Block Canada, Inc.
At participating offices. Some restrictions apply.

hrblock.ca | 800-HRBLOCK (472-5625)

Speak to an H&R Block Tax Professional today

Instant joy.
Walk in with your taxes.
Walk out with your money. 

In±tant 
Cash Back§

22 Snow Rd
Bancroft, Ontario

613-332-4466

62 Maple Ave 
Haliburton, Ontario 

705-457-1676

By Matthew Desrosiers

When Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) 
officers’ duties take them into remote or 
harsh environments, they need to be able 
to take care of themselves.

That’s where survival training comes in.
Dan Collins, a sergeant and team leader 

with the OPP’s central region emergency 
response team, has spent the last two 
weeks training 22 officers in wilderness 
survival and first aid. The course included 
officers from the emergency response 
team, tactical and rescue unit, aviation 
services, underwater search and rescue, 
K-9 handlers and the urban and heavy 
search unit.

The first week of training was spent in 
a classroom with some large group field 
work, while the second week had them at 
the MilCun Training Center in Haliburton 

County for small group survival testing.
“[The training] is for units whose 

mandate put them in remote harsh 
environments with the possibility of being 
there for extended periods,” Collins said. 
“We need to have our members prepared 
so they can get people out of harm’s way 
and not get themselves into it.” 

Collins said the first aid training is over 
and above the basic first aid most officers 
know.

Normally in a first aid situation officers 
do what they can until the patient can be 
removed to a medical facility.

“Sometimes in the wilderness you don’t 
have that luxury,” Collins said. “You have 
to decide with your casualties, can we 
look after them here or do we have to try 
and move them somewhere?”

The survival training comes into play 
during search and rescue operations. 

Officers only carry with them the tools 
they need to get the job done, he said.

“A lot of times we get stranded or stuck, 
and the members of these specialty units 
have to have the knowledge, experience 
and confidence that they can survive in 
harsh conditions with limited equipment.”

Officers wrapped up the program with 
a three-day survival test at the MilCun 
Training Centre. They were placed in 
groups of two or three, given sparse 
supplies and were forced to survive on 
their own.

 “It’s in a controlled environment,” 
Collins said. “There’s a build-up. We talk 
to them about tools, survival kits and first 
aid kits. We talk about what’s nice to have 
and need to have. We let them choose 
what they carry and how.”

Because these officers operate in 
different regions and environments, 

Collins said the trainers allow officers 
to pick their own gear to suit what 
they would have or encounter in their 
operations.

One team managed to snare a snowshoe 
rabbit while they all built shelters and 
fires to keep them warm overnight. They 
were trained to build smoke signals so 
they could signal aircraft in a survival 
situation.

“It’s preparing for a worst case 
scenario,” he said. “Usually the members 
that take this training, the speciality units 
they’re in, they are the units that are 
called upon in dire circumstances.”

The officers were at the MilCun Training 
Center from Feb. 11 to 14. Collins said 
the location was perfect to host the annual 
training.

Officers learn to survive in harsh Highlands climate

Photo by Walt Griffin 
A group of OPP officers stands next to their shelter where they had to survive in the 
wilderness for three days. 
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Less Fuel. More Power. Great Value is a comparison between the 2013 and the 2012 Chrysler Canada product lineups. 40 MPG or greater claim (7.0 L/100 km) based on 2013 EnerGuide highway fuel consumption estimates. Government of Canada test methods used. Your actual fuel consumption 
will vary based on powertrain, driving habits and other factors. See retailer for additional EnerGuide details. ¤2013 Dodge Grand Caravan Canada Value Package – Hwy: 7.9 L/100 km (36 MPG) and City: 12.2 L/100 km (23 MPG). 2013 Dodge Dart AERO (Late availability) – Hwy: 4.8 L/100 km 
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and includes $8,100 Consumer Cash Discount. $16,995 Purchase Price applies to the new 2013 Dodge Dart SE (25A) only. $19,995 Purchase Price applies to the new 2013 Dodge Journey Canada Value Package (22F) only and includes $2,000 Consumer Cash Discount. *Consumer Cash 
Discounts are offered on select 2013 vehicles and are deducted from the negotiated price before taxes. †4.49%/4.99%/4.49% purchase financing for up to 96 months available on the new 2013 Dodge Grand Caravan Canada Value Package (29E)/2013 Dodge Dart SE (25A)/2013 Dodge 
Journey Canada Value Package (22F) models to qualified customers on approved credit through Royal Bank of Canada, Scotiabank, TD Auto Finance and Ally Credit Canada. Retailer order/trade may be necessary. Retailer may sell for less. See your retailer for complete details. Examples: 
2013 Dodge Grand Caravan Canada Value Package (29E)/2013 Dodge Dart SE (25A)/2013 Dodge Journey Canada Value Package (22F) with a Purchase Price of $19,995/$16,995/$19,995 (including Consumer Cash Discount) financed at 4.49%/4.99%/4.49% over 96 months with $0 
down payment, equals 208 bi-weekly payments of $115/$99/$115 with a cost of borrowing of $3,843/$3,652/$3,843 and a total obligation of $23,837.61/$20,647.15/$23,837.61. §2013 Dodge Grand Caravan SXT shown. Price including applicable Consumer Cash Discount: $24,248. 
2013 Dodge Dart Limited shown. Price: $24,840. 2013 Dodge Journey SXT shown. Price including applicable Consumer Cash Discount: $25,530. ◊Jeep Grand Cherokee is Canada’s most awarded SUV ever based on the fact that Jeep Grand Cherokee has received more awards over its 
lifetime than any other SUV. Dodge Journey is Canada’s #1 selling crossover based on R. L. Polk Canada, Inc. May 2008 to August 2012 Canadian Total New Vehicle Registration data for Chrysler Crossover Segments. Start date based on the marketing launch commencing May 2008. 
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STEP UP TO THE 2013 DODGE JOURNEY SXT 

•  Industry-Exclusive 2nd row Super Stow ’n Go® with one-hand operation

•  Segment-Exclusive■ Stow ’n PlaceTM roof rack

•  Centre front floor console with cup holders

• 3.6 L PentastarTM  VVT V6 with 283 HP

• One-touch up/down front windows

•   3rd row Stow ’n Go® with Segment-Exclusive■ tailgate seating

•  Deep-tint sunscreen glass

•  Body-coloured door handles and bodyside moulding

• Dual bright exhaust tips

• Highway: 7.8 L/100 KM (36 MPG)¤
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PURCHASE PRICE INCLUDES $2,000 CONSUMER CASH,* 
FREIGHT, AIR TAX, TIRE LEVY AND OMVIC FEE. TAXES 
EXCLUDED. OTHER RETAILER CHARGES MAY APPLY.+ 
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CANADA’S BEST-SELLING MINIVAN FOR 29 YEARS◊
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STEP UP TO THE 2013 DODGE DART SXT
•  Instrument cluster with 

display screen

• 17-inch wheels with covers

•  Premium cloth seats

• Air conditioning

• Security alarm
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February 21  
1:30 pm, Haliburton County Historical Society 

meeting, Cultural Centre Common Room, Guest 
Speaker Shirley Warder-Topic One-Room School 

Houses
7:00 pm, Lochlin Community Centre Advisory 

Committee meeting, Lochlin Community Centre

February 24  
8:00 am, Family Fishing Derby, Pigeon Lake Minden 

Ontario, hosted by the Minden Hills Volunteer 
Firefi ghters

February 28  
9:00 am, Regular meeting of Council, Minden Council 

Chambers (public session 10:00 am)

4:30 pm, Economic Development Committee 
meeting, Minden Council Chambers

March 10 
Daylight Savings, Clocks Spring Ahead 1 hour

March 14
9:00 am, Committee of the Whole meeting, Minden 

Council Chambers (public session 10:00 am)

The Council of the Township of Minden Hills will 
consider amendments to the following By-laws, 

scheduled to be considered for passing at their regular 
Council meeting on Thursday, February 28th, 2013 at 
approximately 10:00 am in the Council Chambers, 7 

Milne Street, Minden.

a)  12-87 Fees and Charges Bylaw 
b) 12-25 Water Service Fees (Minden)
c) 12-26 Sewage Service Fees
d) 12-33 Water Service Fees (Lutterworth)

Full details can be found at
www.mindenhills.com on the Notices Page or

File Pro at https://haliburton.civicweb.net
Copies of the amended schedules are 

available upon request.

One bedroom home in Minden Village, $600.00 per 
month, plus hydro.

Content insurance tenant’s responsibility, fi rst and last 
required (the lease will be on a month-to-month basis).

Non-smokers only and no pets.
References required. Rental may commence on 

March 1, 2013.
Please submit completed applications (available at the 

Township offi ce or at www.mindenhills.ca under the 
Notices section) in a sealed envelope, clearly marked 

“2 Prince Street Rental Application” no later than
Friday, February 22, 2013 by 12:00 noon to:

Clerk’s Offi ce
Township of Minden Hills

7 Milne Street, PO Box 359
Minden, ON

K0M 2K0

Agnes Jamieson Gallery 
ART’n AROUND

After school program every Tuesday from 
3:30 pm to 5 pm

Intended for students who are wanting to improve 
their art skill and knowledge recommended for 8+. 

Instructed by Sarah Jowett, 
$20 per child

March is Weaving and Spinning Month
During this month the Minden Hills Cultural Centre 

hosts the Haliburton Highlands Spinners and 
Weavers. This group will be setup for the month in 
our Common Room. Every Saturday morning they 
will be conducting demonstrations and offering an 
opportunity for anyone to try spinning and weaving 
on a full-size loom. Drop-in and give this age-old 

workshop a try!

March Break Culture Club
March 11-15, 2013

Recommended for children 8+. $20 per child per day. 
10am to 3:30pm Look to our website for the list of 

activities. Each day is divided into two part: morning 
is arts and crafts with visual arts, heritage and literary 

themes, the afternoon is outdoor educations with 
hikes, games and biodiversity activities.

Coil Rag Rug Workshop
Saturday March 23, 2013

1-4 pm in the Common Room
Instructor: Linda Hand

Versatile and colourful these beautiful round rugs 
are wonderful to have on any fl oor. Simple and fun 
join this workshop to learn a traditional craft. Strips 
of fabric are cut and folded to cover cording. Great 
way to use some of your stash of fabric. Supplies 

required: Upholstery Cording ½" (1334 inches of ½" 
cording which is 34 meters) Fabric Strips: Approx. 3 
yards (mostly poly/ cotton weight) Cut fabric into 2" 

strips the width of the fabric, a 44" x 2" strip covers 20 
inches of cording. Cost of workshop $15pp.

Call the Agnes Jamieson Gallery 705-286-3763 to 
sign up for any of the above activities.

RD Lawrence Place

Exhibition - The Coyote 
January 14 – April 6, 2013

Sightings of coyotes have been an increasing 
concern in populated areas. This exhibition looks 

at some of the key issues of living with coyotes and 
how many of these confl icts can possibly be avoided. 

Exhibits will focus on coyote identifi cation, skull 
formations and the recent research that suggests the 
hunting and trapping of coyotes is not the solution to 
this growing problem. A lecture on this exhibit will be 

announced.

7 Milne Street, PO Box 359
Minden ON K0M 2K0

Telephone: 705-286-1260 
Fax: 705-286-4917

www.mindenhills.ca

INFORMATION 
PAGE

In case of emergency please Dial 9-1-1.  For all other municipal emergencies please call 1-866-856-3247

Meetings and Events

Notice

Minden Hills Museum

Rental Opportunity - 2 Prince St.

176 Bobcaygeon Road, Box 648
Minden ON K0M 2K0

705-286-3763
gallery@mindenhills.ca

www.mindenculturalcentre.com

The residents of Minden Hills are invited to attend the 
following public meeting

Thursday, February 28th -  at 10:00 a.m. Minden 
Hills Council Chambers – Council, at this regular 

meeting, will consider the passing of the 2013 
Cemetery Budget and the 2013 Township 

Operating Budget.

Notice of Meeting

Sunday February 24, 
2013

Entry fee $20. 
$10 for 

10 yrs old and under.
Start time 8 a.m. 

Weigh-in at 1 p.m.

Weather Permitting - Many prizes available!

Everyone welcome to another fun-fi lled day of 
fi shing on Pigeon Lake. The Fireman’s grill will 

be set up for food and beverages. 
Proceeds go to Minden Hills Fire Department 

Equipment fund.
Come on out for a great time!

RULES
1.  Fish must be caught on Pigeon Lake
2. Live weigh-in 
3.  Single heaviest trout per person
4.  Max 2 holes per person
5. Ministry rules apply
6.  Judges decision is fi nal
7. No littering
8. Have fun!

For info call Minden Fire Department 
705-286-1202 or talk to a Minden Hills Firefi ghter.

Family Fishing 
Derby

Week of February 11
Neil Burk and Shanaz Saleem

Fire Calendar Winners

Fact & Fiction Night
Friday February 22, 7:00 pm

The evening will be kicked off with the fi rst public 
presentation of The Minden Hills Cultural Centre’s 

new promotional videos, produced by Highland Media 
Arts. These videos were a product of the Museum & 
Technology Grant and represent each of the three 

facilities at the Cultural Centre. 
Afterwards, test your knowledge of artifacts and history. 
Artifacts from our collection and other local collections 

will be presented with an explanation of what you 
are looking at – but are you being told the truth? You 
may be surprised when we expose what each artifact 

actually is. Refreshments will be served.

Exhibition: The Eaton’s Catalogue: 
The Rural Department Store 
January 12 – April 6, 2013
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After 10 years of operation, the Arts 
Council~Haliburton Highlands finds itself 
in trouble. To report on the problems and 
to seek feedback from its members, the arts 
council board called a series of four meetings 
recently, one held in each municipality. The 
last and best-attended meeting took place on 
the evening of Feb. 12 at Fleming College. 
A total of 30 people showed up, including 
artists, board members, and arts supporters.  

Questions directed to the board revealed 
that the arts council has seen its membership 
erode from a high of 320 to about half that. 
Some artists  said they are not renewing 
membership because they feel that they 
aren’t getting enough out of the organization 
and that there is a lack of direction from the 
council board. They’re right on both counts.  

Right now the arts council has no strategic 
plan and no administrator. It’s being run by 
the volunteer board. It’s no secret that the 
books are a mess and the organization could 
be in danger of losing funding from the 
Ontario Arts Council.

Reasons given by the board for membership 
drop-off were that some people have given 
up on being artists and that some have 
moved out of the county. Also cited was the 
fact we do not have a situation, as in some 
other communities, where all arts groups 
are administered through the arts council. 
Consequently some former members have 
moved to one or more of the 20 other arts 
organizations in the county which deal with 
individual disciplines.  

Artists at the Haliburton meeting 
aimed many of their complaints at the 
Arts Directory, which costs $16,000 to 
produce. The consensus was that the yearly 
publication, in which artists advertise their 
wares and studios, was not doing the job. 

I was among the majority at the meeting 
who, after many years of advertising, had not 
received a single inquiry through a directory 
contact. Paying for a service that doesn’t 
produce results is simply not an option for 
most of us. 

Feedback regarding the directory will be 
outlined by the board in April, but I wonder 
how much credence the board will give to the 
suggestions that the directory should become 
a web-based production, or maybe published 
every two years instead of annually. 

The current board is made up of some new 
bodies and returnees, and some of them took 
notes on the feedback they were getting. The 
notes are evidently to help in formulating a 
strategic plan, but the meeting had something 
of an ‘us and them’ feel about it, and it will 
be interesting to see just how many of our 

suggestions the 
board feels worthy 
of including in the 
plan.

One thing that 
the board and the 
members agreed upon was the necessity 
of seeking partnerships with other arts 
organizations, and with such outfits as the 
Chamber of Commerce, the Haliburton BIA, 
the Tourism Office, and Fleming College.

More art in public places was another 
topic of discussion and I like the concept 
of creating an art event along the banks of 
the Gull River in Minden. It would give the 
artists a new and different venue to exhibit 
their wares, especially for those who don’t 
have studios. 

If the series of meetings proved anything 
it was that changes had to be made. All 
arts councils need to change periodically in 
response to altering conditions within the 
community, but councils will always need to 
find a myriad of funding sources in order to 
efficiently sustain operations.   

According to a review of Community Arts 
Councils in Ontario prepared by the Ontario 
Arts Foundation in May 2011, “OAC-funded 
councils receive 15 per cent to 94 per cent 
of their annual budgets from their local 
governments… and this funding gives them 
stability and infrastructure that allows them to 
seek diverse revenue sources.” 

Our arts council, although it is seeking to 
make inroads with the economic and cultural 
plans of individual municipalities also needs 
to convince the County of Haliburton to 
integrate the arts into their overall marketing 
strategy. 

But before that step can be taken we need 
to see the results of the recent ‘Impact of 
Artists’ survey which is measuring the impact 
of artists on our economy. I’ve heard that the 
numbers are looking good, and if that proves 
to be the case the arts council should lobby to 
have a board member sit on county council. 
It’s a tall order and it won’t happen overnight. 

But regardless of what the survey reveals, 
the question is: can the arts council still be 
viable and build up its membership again 
while merely filling the gaps not covered by 
other arts organizations in the county? 

The answer to that question won’t be 
answered overnight either, but before I 
renew my membership I’ll need to see a 
strong strategic plan with an emphasis on 
establishing viable programs which will help 
artists, especially emerging artists, continue in 
their chosen field.

Highlander arts

Self Employment Benefi t Coordinator
Haliburton County Development Corporation

In partnership with the Ontario Ministry of Training, Colleges & Universities 
(MTCU), the HCDC delivers the Ontario Self Employment Benefi t (OSEB) 
program.  We are seeking an energetic individual capable of providing advice 
to entrepreneurs looking to start their own business. Responsibilities include 
administering the program, developing budgets and submitting proposals & 
reports to the MTCU.

This is a yearly contract position based on 10 hours/week.

If you are an independent thinker with excellent interpersonal skills and the 
ability to evaluate fi nancial statements, and business plans, please submit a 
covering letter and resume by March 1st, 2013.

Visit: www.haliburtoncdc.ca for a position description
or call 705-457-3555

E-mail:  ptallman@haliburtoncdc.ca
Mail:  P.O. Box 210, Haliburton, ON.  K0M 1S0

235 Highland St., 2nd level, Haliburton, ON
Applications must be received by March 1st, 2013.

By George Farrell

Arts Council hits the wall
What’s Up

GOT A NEWS TIP WE 
SHOULD KNOW ABOUT?

Call The Highlander at 705-457-2900 or 
e-mail matthew@haliburtonhighlander.ca

Haliburton County’s Hot Reads
The following are the top five fiction and non-fiction titles as requested this week at the 

Haliburton County Public Library.

HCPL’s TOP FIVE FICTION 
1. The Painted Girls by Cathy Marie Buchanan 
2. The Forgotten by David Baldacci 
3. Trust Your Eyes by Linwood Barclay 
4. Notorious Nineteen by Janet Evanovich
5. The Deception of Livvy Higgs by Donna Morrissey 

HCPL’s TOP FIVE NON-FICTION
1. Eating Dirt by Charlotte Gill 
2.  Wheat Belly: Lose the Wheat, Lose the Weight, and 

Find Your Path Back to Health by William Davis
3.  Quiet: The Power of Introverts in a World That Won’t 

Stop Talking by Susan Cain 
4.  Intolerable: A Memoir of Extremes by Kamal 

Al-Solaylee
5. The Wealthy Barber Returns by David Chilton 

There are two new additions to our top five non-fiction list 
this week: Eating Dirt by Charlotte Gill and Intolerable: 
A Memoir of Extremes by Kamal Al-Solaylee. Both of 
these titles were recently announced as the two non-fiction 
contenders on this year’s Evergreen Award shortlist and 
they have been popular at the Library ever since. 

Eating Dirt, with evocative prose, tells a story of history, 
ecology and the gritty culture of the tree planting “tribes” 
that roam our nation. If you assume that a book about tree 
planting would be boring, think again. 

Intolerable is the true story of the author’s experience growing up gay in an 
increasingly fundamentalist Middle East. This book covers so many important topics in 
one short, accessible volume: immigration, displacement, sexuality, women’s rights – 
it’s quite the cultural analysis! 

Both of these acclaimed Canadian titles may be reserved from the Haliburton County 
Public Library. 

LIBRARY NEWS

If you are interested in joining a book club but don’t want to be bogged down by set 
times and locations, you’ll be glad to hear that the library now has a 24/7 online book 
club. Visit our website for information on how to join (www.haliburtonlibrary.ca). Our 
theme for February is romance!
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CARQUEST CANADA LTD.

Andy and Christa Rickard
OWNERS

cqminden@hotmail.ca   •   www.carquest.ca

8 Peck Street, Minden, ON K0M 2K0
Tel: 705-286-1011 

Fax: 705-286-1494

Blair Sawmill & Lumber
705-457-3211

15320 Hwy 118 E, Haliburton, ON K0M 1S00

WOOD PELLET 
STOVES, SALES, 

INSTALLATION & 
SERVICE

PREMIUM 
HARDWOOD PELLETS 

IN STOCK

Submitted by Dan Marsden

The Minden Car Quest/Canadian Tire Midget B Storm girls 
finished up their provincial playdowns on the weekend, 
splitting their home-and-home two-game series with the 
Clearview Ice Cats.

Both clubs won their home game. The Highland Storm 
beat the visiting Ice Cats 2-0. Alicia McLean tallied both 
Storm goals while Connor Marsden secured the shut-out win 
Saturday afternoon. 

Sunday night, the Ice Cats hosted the Storm in Nottawasaga. 
The Ice Cats capitalized on the power-play scoring twice in 
the second period. Alex Litwin scored the lone Storm goal 
early in the third period to get the score to 3-1, but Clearview 
iced the game with an empty netter to make the final score 
4-1.

Good season girls. We will wrap up our efforts March 1 and 
2 weekend with our final games in the Clearview tourney. 
Finish strong and try to win our last game.

Storm girls trade victories

By Warren Riley

Haliburton was well-represented this past weekend at the 
Gore Provincial Curling Championships.

From Feb. 14-16, the Haliburton Highlands Secondary 
School girls curling team competed in the championships, the 
oldest competed-for trophy in high school sports in Ontario. 

For Coach Scotty Boyd, it was a proud moment as he 
watched his team enter the championships. 

In draw two, the team curled against Perth & District High 
School losing three points to four, but the loss didn’t deter 
Boyd or his team. 

“The girls have been exceptional in their playing ability,” 
said Boyd. “Their effort and dedication exceeded all our 
expectations. We curled against a difficult team and lost but 
were pleased with our results.”

Draw four saw the team play against St. Benedict Catholic. 
After eight ends, the final score was 8-6 for St. Benedict. 

“The girls played hard and accurately,” Boyd commented. 

“They were having fun and that is the main thing. It’s 
disappointing losing a second time but they did their best and 
it showed.”

In the final game against F.E. Madill Secondary School, 
Boyd knew his team was up against one of the best in the 
championships. 

“We knew this was going to be a difficult team to win 
against. The girls put forward their best effort. We lost 10 
points to four but again, we were all proud of the team and 
their resolve. It was unfortunate we lost but we all had fun 
and there is always next year.”

Boyd, along with assistant coach Michele Shapiera, will be 
losing several of their curlers due to university acceptance. 

“I’ll be losing three girls but hopefully gaining three more 
for the team. I have been helping coach the girls from the 
high school for the past three years and if they ask me to 
coach next year, I’ll accept with pleasure. We had fun and felt 
that we represented the school with honour.” 

For Shapiera, the event was challenging. 

“There was a high calibre of play,” she said. “We just 
looked forward to the whole experience.  No one stood out 
in particular [but] our success has always been a team effort 
with everyone pulling their weight. Each player made some 
impressive shots, and supported each other well.”

The team is made up of three Grade 12 girls: Laura Pottier, 
skip, Holly Broderick, vice, and Emily Shapiera, lead. The 
second, Alyssa Denyer, is in Grade 9. She curls outside of the 
school on Bantam teams.

“The teams were evenly matched and by and large, teams 
won or lost by a very narrow margin of points,” Shapiera 
said. “We were proud of our team play. The skip called good 
games, and the sweeping by our teams was excellent.”

“Scotty and I were exceedingly proud of the girls’ 
sportsmanship and curling in this tournament. It was a great 
experience and a lot of fun. The girls will continue to play in 
the ladies league in Minden as there is no inter-school play 
scheduled at this time.” 

Red Hawks swept away at championships
Photos by Matthew Desrosiers

Left: Haliburton-Kawartha-Lakes Brock MPP Laurie Scott stands with the Red Hawks girls curling team at the Gore Championships in Haliburton. From left, Emily Shapiera, lead, 
Alyssa Denyer, second, Laurie Scott, Holly Broderick, vice and Laura Pottier, team skip. Right: Broderick watches as her stone is swept down the ice by Denyer and Shapiera.
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By Warren Riley

I had a week to mull over the offer but opted instead not to 
reconsider. 

That was my first mistake. 
For starters, my borrowed purple safety helmet was two 

sizes too small for me and I looked like an alien from planet 
Moron. Two track officials came to the car and checked that 
my seat belt and safety helmet were both secure. Rapping my 
helmet and grinning like a Cheshire cat, they wished me good 
luck. 

“Oh, you’re going to have fun,” said one. 
“We hope you’ll come back in one piece,” said the other. 
Then and there I knew I was in serious trouble. 
But first, I must back up to what precipitated this event. One 

week earlier, I was asked if I wanted to experience the thrill of 
riding passenger in an official ice car race at the Minden track. 
Without hesitation or deliberation I agreed, not taking into 
consideration how dangerous the consequences might turn out 
to be. 

The agreed date and time was Feb. 16. Arriving punctually 
at 1 p.m., I entered the track coordinator’s trailer and signed a 
waiver. My life was now in the hands of a mortal driver and 
an immortal somewhere up above. I then had my right hand 
stamped with a dragon seal as if I was at prom night. 

I don’t like dragons. That was my second mistake. 
I then proceeded to find my driver and his car. He would be 

my chauffeur for this ride down horror lane.
His name was Tom Prentice of Minden and he was driving 

the black #90 car. With hand stamp and borrowed helmet, 
I eventually found my driver amongst the over 70 race cars 
attending the weekend event. Having known Mr. Prentice for 
many years I started to feel like the television ad that states, 
“You’re in good hands with...” 

That was mistake number three. 
All secured, we proceeded to take our position on the slick 

ice track. In the number two position and waiting for the other 
vehicles to take up their slots, Tom looked over at me and 
asked if I was okay. 

“You bet,” I said. “Let’s go. This will be a lot of fun.” 
While I was busy lying through my teeth, I failed to notice 

that the green flag had dropped. 
Prentice put the pedal to the metal and within what seemed 

like two seconds we were doing over 70 kilometers per hour 
heading straight towards a 10-foot snow embankment, but 
he wasn’t slowing down. My life was flashing before my 
eyes. I tried to remember: did I kiss my wife goodbye? Is my 
life insurance paid up? Thank goodness for excellent health 
coverage in Canada.

We hit the first curve surrounded by cars on all sides. It was 
claustrophobic. Prentice cranked the steering wheel full left 
taking the car 80 degrees sideways to the track. Snow and ice 
spray flew from the front tires as they tried to grab traction. 

Without warning an orange car appeared on my side, way 
too close for my liking. He 
was going to hit us and I knew 
it. We’re going to spin out of 
control, plow through the snow 
bank and end up on our roof 
somewhere in the middle of 
the baseball diamond next to 
the track. It was at that instant 
I remembered: yes, my life 
insurance was paid up.  

We bumped front right then 
back right fenders. Prentice 
was as calm as a cucumber and 
negotiated the curve professionally. He just looked over at me 
and smiled. I pretended to smile back. I thought to myself: 
“What was under the hood of that orange car? It must be a jet 
engine.”

We came out of the curve in one piece and continued the 
race. 

The next six laps were pretty much the same. I was getting 
used to the fact that these guys knew how to drive under such 
extreme conditions. A few bumps, a few scrapes and lots 
of close calls with the snow banks but nothing serious that 
would create an accident. That was, until a car did a pirouette 
right in front of us. 

With precision driving, Prentice hit the brakes, cranked 
the steering wheel left then right trying to position the car 
to a safe distance throughout the curve. Meanwhile, I had 

unknowingly grabbed the door handle with such force I was 
positive I had pulled it out of its sockets. I slammed my feet 
against the floor boards and braced for the collision. It never 
materialized. 

The straightaway was now in view and once again, Prentice 
pounded the accelerator pedal to the floor. He looked over 
at me after my near out of body experience and commented, 
“Fun isn’t it?” 

There were no words at that moment to describe what I 
really wanted to say. Truth be told, it was kind of fun.

Finally, the checkered flag dropped and the race was over. 
We slowed down and entered the corner leading to the pit 
area and stopped the car in front of the coordinators trailer. 

“We didn’t do too well in the 
race,” he said. “We should have 
done better.” 

I didn’t have a clue as to our 
finishing position. All I was 
pleased about was the fact I was 
still in one piece and breathing. 
My legs were like jelly, my brain 
had stopped functioning and I 
couldn’t feel my arms. I thanked 
Prentice for the experience.

“Anytime,” he replied.  
The two characters with the 

Cheshire smile came up to me and asked “how was that for 
your first time ice racing?” 

I looked at them and said, “it was definitely the thrill of a 
lifetime.” 

“If you think that was thrilling, come by next week and 
drive with that guy over there,” he said, pointing to the small 
orange car; the very same that ‘kissed’ us on the first curve 
and had a 6,000 horsepower jet engine under the hood. “Then 
you will really get the feel of Ice racing.” 

I smiled, turned, walked to my car like I had ridden a camel 
for a week and got in. 

I looked at myself in the mirror and remembered how I had 
beautiful black curly hair under that purple helmet before the 
race. It was now pure white and very straight. Oh, how I love 
my job.

Ice racing: the thrill of a lifetime
Photos by Mark Arike

The Highlander’s very own Warren Riley took a spin around the ice track with racer Tom Prentice on Feb 16.
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Haliburton  &  District  Lions  Club  
Polar  Bear  Challenge  

  

  
Thank  you  for  the  amazing  community  support  that   locally   raised  

$7,826.00  
for  the     Sick  Kids  Ophthalmologic  Renovation  Project.   

  
The  Highest   individual  pledge  raised  was  Ron  Murphy  and  the  Highest  team  

pledge  raised  was  the  All   Gir ls   Team    (Tamara  Wilbee,   Kim  Merriman,     
Heather  Kennedy,  Hayley  Sull ivan  and  Alyssa  Hobden)  

  
The  other  partic ipants  were  Sheldon  Nicholls ,   James  Lawr,   Nancy  Dix,   Fraser  
McDonald,   Ed  Smolen,   Tim  Turner,   Don  Rowbottom,  Phoenix  Acero-­‐Hall ,   David  

Wilfong,  Lacy  Prenger,   Cory  Nahnybida,  Brad  Churchil l ,   Romina  Sabanbo,  
Tiffany  English,   Jeremy  Hutchings,   Sandra  Amme,  Les  Wilson,  Sylvia  

McCluskey,   Gerald  Hadley,   The  Tomkat  Experience,   J im  Frost,   Mike  Jancsik,   
Andy  Murdock,   Ray  Howlett,   Rick  Harding.   

Thank  you  for  your  great  support.   
  

We  would  also   l ike  to  thank  Haliburton  Wine  and  Beer  for  the  donation  of   the  
team  prize  and  Maple  Moon  and  V&S  for  their   donation  to     

the   individual  prizes.   
  

The  event  would  not  have  been  possible  without  the  assistance  of   Miles  
Maughan  and  the  Haliburton  Fire  Dept.,   Keith  Thomas  and  the  Stanhope  Fire  
Dept. ,   Mike  Jaycock  as  the  Emcee,  Hank  Bertrand  and  Dave  Freeman  of  the  

First   Student  Bus  Lines  and  Canoe  FM  who  provided  the  announcement  system  
  

We  welcome  you  to  come  and  join  the  Haliburton  &  Distr ict   L ions  Club.   
“A  GREAT  COMMUNITY  GROUP  WHO  MAKES  A  DIFFERENCE”  

Call   L ion  James  Lawr  at  705-­‐448-­‐1128  or     
L ion  President  J im  Frost  at  705-­‐457-­‐4031  

  

Payment  to  be  sent     to:  
Haliburton  &  District  Lions  Club  
Treasurer,   Lion  Tina  Hadley  

PO  Box    457  
Haliburton,  ON          K0M  1S0  

  
Order  placed  by:  

Linda  Heeps  
705  457-­‐2064  

celtic.cross@sympatico.ca  

Subbmited by Jon Petrie

Smolen Dentistry’s Highland Storm Peewee 
A’s started their OMHA quarter-final with 
three games over the Family Day weekend. 

With this squad you never know what 
you are going to get; either a dynamic 
powerhouse willing to take on anyone with 
assertive efficiency, or at times a listless, 
tentative crew that has very little energy.  And 
on this weekend, we were witness to both. 

The weekend started with a Friday night 
tilt in Ennismore.  The teams had yet to 
play each other this season and the game 
started with both teams trading chances 
and searching for the other’s weak spots. 
Ennismore displayed their speed and size 
with some big hits that set the Storm on their 
heels early and Parker Smolen had to be 
sharp in net with several great saves. As the 
first period ended, some sloppy play in our 
end resulted in Ennismore slipping in the first 
goal of the game. 

The second period played out much the 
same as the first. Although neither team was 
able to score, the Storm slowly started to find 
their wheels and momentum shifted in their 
favour by the end of the period.

 In the third, Jacob Haedicke’s shot from 
the point found the back of the net but 
Ennismore quickly responded to keep the 
one-goal lead. With under four minutes left, 
Josh Boice broke free to wrist one in to tie the 
game and bring it to overtime. By then it was 
Ennismore who were back on their heels and 
in overtime, Boice’s shot from the side boards 

careened off several players in front to steal 
game one.

The second and third games were played 
in Minden and it was great to see so many 
supportive fans out to cheer them on. Many 
were disappointed, though, by what they 
witnessed on Saturday. On this day, the boys 
never found their footing and the game was 
over almost before it began. Ennismore came 
out with a vengeance scoring early and often. 
Five unanswered goals left the players and 
fans shaking their heads in dismay. Owen 
Smith and Kyle Cooper finally gave us 
something to cheer for but it was too little too 
late. Final score 6-2. 

Sunday’s game started much the same way, 
with Ennismore scoring on the very first shift 
but that was all the Storm were willing to let 
up. 

From the next shift on, the Storm finally 
turned it around and started skating in the 
right direction. In the second period, Nik 
Dollo found Boice from behind the net to tie 
it. A three-on-two several minutes later had 
Boice feeding Smitty for a nice shot from 
the face-off circle and the boys had the lead 
for the first time in the series. Kyle Cooper 
extended the lead to two with a low shot 
that found the corner early in the third and 
Ennismore were the ones left shaking their 
heads in defeat at the end.  

With a 2-1 series lead the Storm can finish 
it on Friday night in Ennismore. If needed, 
game five will be in Wilberforce on Saturday 
at 2 p.m. We know they can win it as long as 
the right team shows up.

Peewees storm into Ennismore

By Matthew Desrosiers

Karen Koehler is proof you don’t need an 
engine on your sled to get around quickly in 
the snow.

She uses dogs.
“[Skijoring] is putting a harness on the 

dog and one on yourself, attaching a line 
between the two of you and crossing the 
snow together,” said Koehler. “It’s based on 
a Norwegian camping tradition where they 
used to go out with reindeer and a great big 
sled… and they would ski behind.”

Koehler is in training to represent Canada 
at the International Federation of Sled-dog 
Sports (IFSS) World Championships in North 
Pole, Alaska from March 1-7.

“We’ve been practicing with the sled a 
lot this year just because the snow has not 
been so good with skiing sometimes,” she 
said. “It’s a little safer for me to use the sled 
for some of the training for the dogs, then 
I can just ski by myself, but we’ve done 
lots of skiing together, too. It’s been pretty 
balanced.”

She does weight training to get her strength 
up and tries to do 70 kilometres of sledding 
or skiing with her dogs every week. Over the 
Christmas holiday, she did 233 kilometres of 
training.

Her main dog is Bundle, a male German 
short-haired pointer crossed with a bit of 
greyhound. Bundle was bred in Norway.

“They’ve been breeding those dogs to do 
this for 30-plus years,” she said. “It’s almost 
like [Bundle] has the genetic code for it. It 
was easy to teach him everything. It was 
natural for him.”

Her other dogs are Tease, a female pointer 
crossed with husky, and Finney, another 
female pointer-husky cross.

Koehler competes in a skijoring event 
called the pulka. In this event, racers attach a 
weighted sled, called a pulk, between them 
and their dogs. 

“In the races, they put 70 per cent of the 
dog’s weight [into the pulk].”

She said the weight used to be lower but the 
Norwegians wanted to increase it to show off 
the quality of the skier. If the dog is already 
busy pulling something, it forces the skier to 
do more of the work.

During the international competition, 

Koehler will race in the one and two-dog 
events, the 10-kilometre pulka, the combined 
skijoring-pulka event where she will have a 
pulk for five kilometres and do the next five 
without it, and finally in the skijoring relay.

The dogs will be racing six out of seven 
days.

Kohler plans to use Bundle for most of the 
races and pair him up with Tease for the two-
dog event. If she needs to sub him out so he 
can rest, however, she is comfortable racing 
Finney as well.

“It will be nice to have all three [dogs] there 
in case we need to change our plans,” she 
said.

While the dogs enjoy running, there are 
always risks when it comes to sports, she 
said. In skijoring, a lot of those risks are for 
the racer.

“Like any sport, anytime you do a sport 
you’re taking risks,” she said. “If you just do 
regular skiing, it’s got its hazards to it. But 
when you attach a dog to yourself it definitely 
increases the speed and the dog can make a 
decision you didn’t expect, so you have to 
add the animal quality to it.”

Koehler is a teacher at Archie Stouffer 
Elementary School in Minden. She shares her 
skijoring adventures with her students. 

“When we went to Norway I did a full 
school assembly,” she said. “It easily links 
into so many things. It’s good for people to 
know you can live in Haliburton and your 
community can support you enough to do 
these kinds of things.”

She is sponsored locally by That Place in 
Carnarvon, Heat-Line, Algonquin Electric, 
and Stedman’s Department Store in Minden.

Koehler’s next goal is to be there in Korea 
2018 when skijoring could make its first 
appearance in the Olympics.

“It’s not set in stone, but it was exciting. At 
the end of the Norway World’s they said there 
was a possibility of getting skijoring in as a 
demonstration sport in 2018.”

She decided to make skijoring her priority.
“My goal right now for the next five years 

is to really invest in the sport, do what I can 
with it, and after that just do it for fun.”

She is still seeking sponsors to help her 
cover the costs of travelling to Alaska for the 
international competition in March.

Teacher takes on the world
Photo by Matthew Desrosiers

Karen Koehler trains with her dog, Bundle, prior to her international competition in March.
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$500!!

RADIO BINGO!
This could 
be you! 
Join us Tuesdays at 
6pm for an hour of fun. 
Cards are just $6 and 
can be purchased at 
retail locations across 
Haliburton County 
and Canoe FM.
License #M647517

be you! 

The voice 
of the 

Haliburton 
Highlands

100.9 
Canoe FM

www.canoefm.com

This week’s winner was Kelly Hatton, she split it with two others. 
Kelly bought her Bingo sheet at Haliburton Jug City.

REGISTERED NURSES 
(Acute Care & Emergency Department)

The Haliburton Highlands Health Services (HHHS) currently has permanent 
and temporary part-time opportunities for RNs to join our healthcare team!

Opportunities are available for nurses to provide rural nursing at both the 
Minden and Haliburton Emergency Departments, which have an average 
30,000 combined visits per year, and in the 14-bed inpatient unit. 

As a member of the health care team, the RN has a unique role in promoting 
health, in preventing illness, and in helping clients attain and maintain 
the highest level of health possible. The RN is responsible for providing 
comprehensive care to patients, with predictable and unpredictable outcomes 
who may or may not be clinically stable.  The successful candidate will 
possess a diploma in Nursing and a current Certifi cate of Competence from 
the College of Nurses of Ontario.  Recent experience in an emergency setting 
is preferred.

If you are an experienced or new graduate nurse, interested in joining 
our healthcare team, please send your resume by March 15, 2013 to:
   
   Human Resources

Haliburton Highlands Health Services
Box 115, Haliburton, Ontario, K0M 1S0
kbaird@hhhs.on.ca
Fax:  705-457-2398

By Carolyn Allder

“Sleep is an issue for us this week,” says one mother as 
her son crawls around with other children during Monday 
Baby Mornings at the Minden Ontario Early Year’s Centre 
(OEYC). Several other moms nod their heads in agreement 
while one mom chimes in, “yes, we’re not sleeping much 
either” as she looks at her child in her arms.

Monday Morning Babies, which is just one of the many 
programs offered by the drop-in centre, is a time for parents 
with children under a year old to share information and learn 
about what to expect during their child’s first year.

Early Learning Program Coordinator for Minden and 
Haliburton Julie Pearson says “learning from each other and 
just feeling that you are not alone or that [what your child 
is going through] is normal is important.  Especially in this 
community where many people live out of town and are 
not even gathering together for other things offered in larger 
communities.”

Executive Director Philippa Stephenson agrees. 
“[The OEYC] is a connection for moms, parents, 

grandparents.  It’s nice to have someone to share issues with.  
I found one of the biggest benefits [of going to the centre] 
was getting out and seeing other moms because I think even 
for moms, the second or third time around, it can be very 
isolating and you miss contact and conversation with other 
adults.”  

Mom of two, Heather Deveaux has been going to the 
Haliburton location since her now six-year-old son Gabriel 
was born.

“He was a very sick baby, who didn’t sleep for more than 
30 minutes at a time for the better part of a year. I credit the 
OEYC in part with helping to save my sanity during my son’s 
first two years of life.“

“There are benefits [to bringing your under six month old],” 

says Pearson. “Even little ones like the stimulation, and the 
music and the environment and looking around.”

“Those years are the foundation,” Stephenson adds. “That’s 
when they are picking up things before language but it will 
help their language in the long run.  One of the things the 
centres did recently was purchase toys and books that are set 
to a younger age, so 
we are already trying to 
adapt to meet the needs 
of the population which 
has shifted because of 
full time kindergarten.”

Roughly two to three 
hundred people visit 
both the Minden and 
Haliburton centres each 
month.

But while the 
brightly-coloured 
centres are starting to 
focus on children three 
and under, they are 
available to and still 
used by kids up to six 
years of age.

Mom of three Kim 
Switzer has attended 
many programs offered by the Early Years for the past eight 
years, 

“I think it’s a great place to meet moms, kids of the same 
age – hear about things going on around you – it’s a place to 
learn, play, interact, it’s a place that is needed especially in 
small communities like ours.”

The OEYC, which offers many programs in partnership 
with other community groups such as Point in Time, SIRCH, 

The HKPR District Health Unit and Pinestone Resort and 
Conference Centre, hasn’t received any increase in their 
provincial funds since they opened over 10 years ago.

Kelly Taylor has been going to the Early Years Centres in 
both Haliburton and Minden with her son for the past nine 
months but has also worked with the centre as a public heath 

nurse.
“We work closely with 

the OEYC to provide 
programming to local 
families. Sometimes 
we just use the space 
and other programs we 
facilitate together, but 
they provide support 
and help pass the 
word.”

Some of the current 
and upcoming programs 
include Family 
Swim, Parent – Child 
Mothergoose, Meet 
the Nurse, Saturday 
Morning Brunch and 
the ever popular Fit 
Kids, as well as the 
twice-monthly outreach 

program for the Wilberforce area.
Programs and education aren’t the only things offered by 

the Centre. They also provide you with things that are age 
appropriate for your children that you can’t always have at 
your fingertips or that you can’t afford including crafts, books 
and toys.  

Visit OEYC.ca for more information or 705-457-2989 
(Haliburton), 705-286-1770 (Minden).

Early connections at Early Years Centre

Photo submitted by OEYC
Kelly Taylor (left) and Carolyn Allder supervise a group of babies at 
the Early Years Centre.
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For investors facing low yields, the key to higher income
is a diversified portfolio of alternative investments.

Signature High Income Fund produces a steady monthly
distribution by investing in high-yield securities such
as corporate bonds, income trusts and real estate
investment trusts.

The fund, a four-time Morningstar Canadian Investment
Award winner, is managed by CI Investments’ Signature
Global Advisors, which has $35 billion in assets under
management.

Signature High Income Fund

The key to higher income

Since
1 Year 3 Years 5 Years 10 Years Inception*

12.0% 11.1% 7.6% 9.8% 9.8%
*December 18, 1996

Returns as at January 31, 2013 (class A)

Commissions, trailing commissions, management fees and expenses all may be associated with mutual fund investments. Please read the
prospectus before investing. Mutual funds are not guaranteed, their values change frequently and past performance may not be repeated. ®CI
Investments, the CI Investments design and Signature Global Advisors are registered trademarks of CI Investments Inc. This communication is paid
for in part by CI Investment Inc. Award winner in the Global Balanced category in 2012, 2011, 2010 and 2004. 02/13

Jan McMaster
Financial Planning Advisor

T: (705) 457-5145 Toll Free: 1-800-891-5713

Photos by Matthew Desrosiers
Dorset residents came out over the weekend for Snowball 2013 despite cool 
temperatures. Left: Families were treated to a hot air balloon hover in the Remax 
balloon. Top: Davey Meloy (left) and Steven Morrin perform a variety of animal calls to 
the amusement of the gathered crowd. Above: Town crier John Webster officially opened 
the weekend’s festivities during the opening ceromony on Feb. 16.
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Please Join Us!

Stag N Doe
Saturday, March 2, 2013

7:00pm
Minden Legion
$5.00 ADMITS ONE

Cherri and Gavin
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Authorized 
Service Warranty Dealer

Jeanette Salaris, Sales Representative
Bowes & Cocks Limited Brokerage - Wilberforce 
Bus: 705-448-2311 Cell: 705-935-0885
jsalaris@bowesandcocks.com 
www.bowesandcocks.com

3 bedroom 
home on 
acreage 
listed for 
$217,900 
call me for 
more info.

Professional  Wealth Management Since 1901

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate 
corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor 
Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member company of 
RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal Bank of Canada. 
®Registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. 
© RBC Dominion Securities Inc. 2013. All rights reserved.

Q u e s t i o n i n g  y o u r  i n v e s t m e n t s ?

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

If volatile markets are stressing you out, contact Investment Advisor Elizabeth O’Connor  
for a complimentary, no-obligation second opinion on your portfolio.

elizabeth.oconnor@rbc.com | 705-457-4805 | www.elizabethoconnor.ca
RBC Dominion Securities | 49 Maple Avenue, Suite 6 | Haliburton, ON  K0M 1S0

By Mark Arike

Negative double-digit temperatures didn’t deter 456 sledders 
from making a trip to the Haliburton Forest on Feb. 16 for the 
24th annual snowmobile poker run.

“It was a great day had by all,” said Dave Bishop, general 
manager of the Forest.

This year’s event raised approximately $5,000 for the Dysart 
et al fire department – a service that the Haliburton Forest has 
donated to for the past six or seven years, said Bishop.

“We continue to support the volunteer fire department 

because of their selfless efforts to be there for others when 
they are in need,” he said, adding that the funds go directly 
towards purchasing necessary equipment for the department. 

During the full-day event, participants collected tokens as 
they rode from one shelter cabin to another. After finishing 
their ride, tokens were turned in for a poker hand.

Bill Carr of the Niagara Region had lady luck on his side 
and was awarded the event’s top prize – a 2013 Ski-Doo 
MXZ Sport.

Over the years the poker run has raised over $150,000 for 
local organizations, including the Haliburton hospital.

Sledders brave the cold for poker run
Photo by Mark Arike

A sledder passes other participants at the start of the event.
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Why is there so much spam?
It’s very simple, really. Spam works.
I’ll define spam as unsolicited e-mail, or e-mail you did not 

ask for.
There are, naturally, different types of spam, but in almost 

every case, sending spam is so cheap that it doesn’t take much 
for a spammer to declare that a spam campaign (spampaign?) 
is a rousing success.

For example, say a spammer sends out 1,000,000 e-mails 
pushing a knock-off of the latest wonder drug. If only a tiny 
per cent, perhaps even just one of the recipients purchases the 
drug through him, the spammer has made a profit. It doesn’t 
matter if it’s fake watches, body-part enhancement aids or 
cheap computer software... if only the tiniest percentage of 
spam mails result in a sale, then that spam was successful, and 
you can bet it will continue.

But wait! There’s more!

There are scams (spam scams?) .
The most famous of these is the Nigerian scam, where you 

receive an e-mail, in confidence, from some supposed high-
ranking official attempting to move large amounts of money 
out of their country. They need your help, and in return they 
promise you a significant portion of those funds. Once you 
engage, they then use various techniques to scam money from 
you until, at some point, you realize you’ve been had.

That’s common knowledge right? Nobody falls for that any 
more, do they?

I thought so too, but it turns out I’m dead wrong. I did some 
checking and would you believe that 100 to 200 million 
dollars are lost to these scammers every year? People continue 
to fall for it at an alarming rate.

So you can see why variants of it are so incredibly popular 
right now. As I write this I’m getting notified several times a 
day of various lotteries I’ve won overseas. I still get variations 

on the Nigerian scam where the names 
and countries have been changed. There’s 
even a variant that has a religious theme 
now.

And they, too, all exist because they 
work. They don’t need to work often, 
but even the occasional success on the 
scammer/spammer’s part is enough.

So why do so many people fall for it?
The promise of something for next to nothing is simply too 

much for some people, and thus they become direct victims. 
And the rest of us become indirect victims as we wade 
through the sea of spam.

For questions or comments e-mail me at computerguy@
haliburtonhighlander.ca. Happy and safe computing!

 Spam, spam, spam  TheComputer Guy

By David Spaxman

Photos by Matthew Desrosiers

Minden enjoys 6th annual Winterfest
Minden hosted its 6th annual Winterfest this past weekend. Events included curling, family skating, 
figure skating, chili cook-off and the Dawson Hamilton Memorial Hockey game, among others. 
Pictured top left: Ruth Saulnier serves Steve Smith a steaming bowl of chili. Saulnier and her team 
from Our Lady of Fatima Altar Society, or the Our Ladle of Fatima team, as they preferred to be 
called, won the cook-off. Above right: Kolt Smith races after the puck on a breakaway during the 
Dawson Hamilton Memorial Hockey tournament. The game ended in a 5-5 tie between Dawson’s 
Team and the Pedal for Hope team. Over $400 was raised for Pedal for Hope. Left: Twelve-year-old 
Madison Allaire (left) and her skating partner Vivian Collings, 13, demonstrate their figure skating 
techniques at the S.G. Nesbitt Memorial Arena.

Photos by Matthew Desrosiers

Haliburton braves cold for Frost Festival
Haliburton Village residents were busy at Head Lake park this past weekend 
as Frost Festival came to town. Left: Mike Rieger of Winterdance Dogsled 
Tours takes Taylor Consack, 6, John Billings, 6, and Brayden Billings, 7, on 
a tour around the park with his four dogs. Above: Ray Howlett was one of 
over 30 participants in the polar dip this year. Ron Murphy raised the most 
individually, while the All Girls Team raised most as a group. Over $7,800 was 
raised for the Sick Kids Ophthalmologic Renovation Project.
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Puzzle 1 (Medium, difficulty rating 0.52)

3 4 1 2 5 7 8 6 9
8 9 6 4 3 1 5 2 7
2 7 5 6 8 9 3 4 1
7 5 2 9 4 8 1 3 6
4 3 9 1 7 6 2 5 8
6 1 8 3 2 5 7 9 4
5 6 3 8 1 4 9 7 2
9 8 7 5 6 2 4 1 3
1 2 4 7 9 3 6 8 5

Generated by http://www.opensky.ca/~jdhildeb/software/sudokugen/ on Wed Feb 13 15:37:35 2013 GMT. Enjoy!
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1 8

9 4 1 2 3
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4 9

9 2 1 3

2 4 6 8 9

8 4

1 8 2

Puzzle 1 (Medium, difficulty rating 0.58)

Generated by http://www.opensky.ca/~jdhildeb/software/sudokugen/ on Wed Feb 20 17:59:02 2013 GMT. Enjoy!

Community Drum Circle - 
(every Wednesday) - Rails 
End Gallery @ 6:30 p.m., 
705-457-2330

Volunteer Income Tax 
Program – Wilberforce 
Legion, 2-3:30 p.m., 
continuing every Wednesday 
until April 24.

Haliburton Branch (705-457-2571)
Bid Euchre, every Wednesday, 1 p.m.
Bingo, every Wednesday, 7 p.m.

Minden Branch (705-286-4541) 
Lunch menu, every Monday to Friday 
from noon – 2 p.m.
Cribbage, 1-3:00 p.m.
Bid Euchre, every Tuesday, 1 p.m.
Meat Draw, every Wednesday, lunchtime
Ladies Darts, every Thursday, 1 p.m.
Euchre, every Thursday, 7:30 p.m.

Radio Club, every Friday, 10 a.m.
Fish & Chips, every Friday from 5-7 p.m.
Darts, every Friday, 7:30 p.m.
NFL on the big screen, every Sunday 
(food available), 12 p.m.
Open every Saturday from 12-5 p.m.

Wilberforce Branch (705-448-2221)
Pool, every Friday, 1:30 p.m.
Jam session, every Friday, 7 p.m.
Meat draw, every Saturday, 2 p.m.
Pancake & sausage breakfast, 8-11 a.m.

Bid euchre, Monday, 7 p.m.
Fun darts, Wednesday, 7:30 p.m.
Ken McFarlane Memorial Fishing Derby 
- Saturday, February 23rd. To register 
visit the Legion by close on Friday, 
February 22. You can also register at the 
Fishes Lunch Box, 10 a.m. on Saturday, 
February 23. Weigh in – 3-6 p.m. at the 
Legion - $15/participant. Participants 
must be present to collect prizes. Cash to 
the fi rst 5 winners plus Prize Table .

THURSDAY

MONDAY

FRIDAY

WHAT’S GOING ON AT YOUR LOCAL LEGION?

FRIDAY

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

SATURDAY

SATURDAY

THURSDAY

SUNDAY MONDAY

SUNDAY
FEBRUARY 2013 EVENTS CALENDAR

Haliburton County 
Historical Society meeting, 
discussion topic: One-room 
school houses – Minden 
Cultural Centre, 1:30 p.m

Minden United Church 
Service, 11 a.m. Includes 
Joyful Noisemakers followed 
by soup & sandwich lunch.

21 23 2422

27 28

Volunteer Income Tax 
Program – Haliburton Legion, 
9:30 a.m. – 2 p.m., continuing 
every Tuesday until April 23.

2625
Cribbage - (every Friday) 
- Community Care, 1 p.m., 
705-457-2941

Mini-Buck Euchre – 
Bobcaygeon Senior Citizens 
Centre, 7 p.m

Minden United Church 
Service, 11 a.m. Includes 
Joyful Noisemakers followed 
by soup & sandwich lunch.

What are the kids doing 
for March Break? 

Art is happening every day 
of the week at the Art Hive 

on Hwy 118! Check out 
www.thearthive.com to see 
what art workshops they are 

offering!

1 2 3

Haliburton Legion’s Ladies 
Auxiliary Meeting, 1 p.m.

A new issue of 
The Highlander hits the 
streets. Pick up your copy 
at one of 80 locations!

MARCHMARCHMARCH

Crossword 40036
Copyright © Boatload Puzzles, LLC
The world's largest supply of crossword puzzles.
www.boatloadpuzzles.com
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34 35 36 37 38 39

40 41 42 43

44 45 46 47

48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55 56 57

58 59 60 61 62 63

64 65 66

67 68 69

70 71 72

ACROSS
1. Thick slice
5. Proves human
9. Rub clean

14. Concern
15. Aid in crime
16. Not these
17. Functional
19. Roof overhangs
20. Extends (a subscription)
21. Most sugary
23. Make joyous
24. Drain
25. Flops
29. Madrid matron
34. Medicinal plant
38. Hair holder
39. Satiric
40. Poet ____ Sandburg
41. Picture

43. Air opening
44. Type style
46. Yup!
47. Questions
48. Part of FDR
49. Solidifies
51. Thirsty
53. Mails
58. Paid attention
63. Walk cautiously
64. Open soda
65. Mediate
67. Meager
68. Wander
69. Ripened
70. Stern
71. Mineral springs
72. Garment edges

DOWN
1. Tally
2. Jacket part
3. Sports ring
4. Flat cap
5. Munches
6. Slugger's stat
7. Guns an engine
8. Hearty soups
9. More sharply inclined

10. Informal talk
11. Ramble
12. Avails oneself of
13. Finest
18. Astonished
22. Most simple
26. Horse with a horn
27. HST's party
28. Remains behind
30. Bossa ____
31. Wallet stuffers
32. Skating arena
33. Performs onstage
34. Tart
35. Overdue
36. Unwritten
37. ____ Fitzgerald
42. Goodness!
45. Detailed (hyph.)
50. Roasting rod
52. 1492 and 1776
54. TV's ____ Winfrey
55. Phase
56. ____ pole
57. Plant beginnings
58. Luxurious
59. Machu Picchu native
60. Injury memento
61. Sunbathes
62. Let fall
63. Robbins and Allen
66. Bleat
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Send your 
community event to 

ashley@haliburtonhighlander.ca

Last week’s puzzle solutions

Fun Fact:

Elephants are the 
only mamals that 

can’t jump. 
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Crossword 40035
P A S S A C T S A S S O C
A L T O Z E R O R H I N O
S O A R A L E S R I T E S
T O R T I L L A S A N E S T
A F T D E A D P A N

O A R A L G E B R A
I N C A G R E E D I E R
L E A P A B E T S G L E E
L A K E E R I E E L L A
S T E R N E R A S P

A N D A N T E S K Y
P L A S M A S E A P L A N E
L A D L E W I M P O L E S
O N E A L H A I L I S E E
T E S T S O N C E S A S S
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HEATING & COOLING
16455 Hwy 35, Algonquin Highlands K0M 1J1

phone (705) 489-2004 fax 489-4043
SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION 

OF OIL, PROPANE, ELECTRIC & 
COMBINATION FURNACES, AIR 
CONDITIONING, HEAT PUMPS 
HRVS, CHIMNEYS, RADIANT 
FLOORS & WATER HEATERS

Homebuilders and 
Trades Association

DON BARKER

HP SUPER STORE

Sales • Service • Installation
Licensed installation & repairs

Propane Refrigeration & Stoves • Fireplaces
BBQ’s • Furnaces • Cylinder Exchange & Re-valving

Corner of Hwy. 35 and C.R. 21 (705) 286-2421
Fax: 286-4134

 Building Materials

JULIE AUSTIN

Office   705-488-2961
1-877-488-2961

Fax   705-488-3279

Your Trusted Building and 
Hardware Supply Dealer

J. AUSTIN & SONS LIMITED
KINMOUNT, ONTARIO

www.jaustinandsons.com

WARM UP THIS WINTER – CELLULOSE INSULATION $12.50/BAG                                                                                                               
INSULATION BLOWING MACHINE RENTALS AVAILABLE

PET TYME
“Home of the Fine Dining & 
Entertainment for your Pet”

Hwy 35 in the Jug City Plaza

Monday to Thursday & Saturday 9am - 5pm - 
Friday 9am - 7pm - Sunday 10am - 3pm

(705)286-4893

ohn fountainJElectronicsElectronics
Formerly Hope Satellite

Over 30 Years 
Experience

Avery Gurr, Store Manager
(705) 286 2536

Hwy 35, 11718 South of Minden 

Sales ~ Service ~ Installations
TV’s ~ Toshiba, Samsung, Sharp, Electronhome ~ Blueray

Pre-Wiring for Multimedia, Surround Sound, Phone, Internet, Stereo
Computer Sales & Services ~ Various High Speed Internet Systems

Musical Instruments ~ D-addario & Martin Strings 
www.johnfountainelectronics.ca

Your 
Audio ~ Video 

Specialist

Safety Is Our Concern... Make It Yours Too!

1525 Eagle Lake Road
Haliburton, Ontario  K0M 1S0

40 Years in Business!

Mel Pierce

705-754-3821             1-800-300-2698

Highland Fire Services

Advertorial

KAWARTHA BATTERY
Sales & Service

1-800-954-9998
705-741-6097  •  Fax: 705-741-4599

671 Erskine Ave., #201, Peterborough, ON  K9J 7S8

Auto - Truck - Farm - Commercial
Propane - Gas & Diesel Generators

We also buy scrap batteries

Propane - Gas 
KAWARTHA 

BATTERY SALES 

SERVICES

WEST GUILFORD TOWING
705-754-3780

Norm Barry 
Hot Tub Maintenance

“Relax in your hot tub - Let us do the work”

Hot Tub Maintenance
Sales • Heatshields • Chemicals

Weekly/bi-weekly Water Analysis & Chemical Balancing 
Bromine • Chlorine • Salt Water

Cleaning • Winterizing • Start-up • Small Repairs

Norm Barry (705) 754-1078 • Cell (705) 457-0153 
• info@normbarry.com •

Doug’s 
Appliances 

Sales and Service
Up until April of 1951 Ailleen Moore’s 
dad, Cliff Newbatt, former owner for 

Cliff Newbatt Appliances, worked 
for his brother Alf Newbatt at Eagle 
Lake. The business was the first 
place east of Charlie Heards, but 
in 1951 Cliff moved the business 
to his home on Cranberry Lake 

Road. Sometime around 1956, Alf 
bought a store between what is now 
Aprons and Soaps and 241 Pizza. 
Cliff then moved and opened his 

showroom and service business in 
the basement. In 1958 he purchased 
the Old Masonic Hall on Oak St. and 
moved the business there. Ailleen, 

her husband Doug Moore, and 
their family moved to Haliburton in 

November 1973. They took over her 
father’s business in 1974, remodeled 

the building and built an addition. 
They operated there until December 
1998, at which time the Newbatt’s 

business was sold to Wayne Dejong. 
Doug and Ailleen opened a service 
business called “Doug’s Appliances” 

and moved the business to 5303 
Gelert Road and in 2004 started 

selling appliances as well. We have 
continued to date, and would like to 
thank all of our faithful customers, 

old and new, for their loyalty to us all 
these years. 

Doug and Ailleen Moore

THE COMPUTER GUY 
David Spaxman 

 
Computer Sales & Service 

Custom Built Systems 
In Home Service & Tutoring 

Available 
(705) 286-0007 

computerguy@bell.net 
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A  P l a c e  t o  Bu i l d  M emor i e s
Your Lot, Your Dream Custom Built Home or Cottage

3kms south of Minden on Hwy 35
705-286-6992       1-888-717-4923

www.RoyalHomesMinden.on.ca

Doug’s Appliance

705-457-3359Doug & Ailleen

Sales - Service - Parts
Where customers have sent friends 

for over 50 years!
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ODD JOB JACK 
HANDYMAN SERVICES 
- Proudly serving Haliburton 
and area year round since 
2008. We offer a wide 
range of services including 
dump runs, renos, demos 
and repairs, painting, 
staining, cottage cleaning 
& maintenance, grounds 
keeping, eavestrough 
cleaning...you name it! What 
can we do for you? Please 
call 705-448-9965 or email 
us at oddjobjack@yahoo.ca. 
(TFN)

DRIVER SERVICE – 
seniors, get where you need 
to go with Driving Miss 
Daisy! Take the worry out 
of getting to appointments, 
shopping and social events. 
Airport shuttle available. 
Approved by Veterans Affairs 
& fully insured. Call Dianna 
toll free at 1-877-613-2479. 
(TFN) 

SIMPLY GOOD 
HOUSEKEEPING – since 
1999 that is simply what I 
do – clean your house so 
you don’t have to.  Serving 
Minden, Haliburton, Bancroft 
areas. Year-round, seasonal, 
weekly, biweekly, monthly 
or as needed. Residential, 
cottage, commercial. Final 
clean upon moving. Cottage 
checks in off-season or 
as needed.  References 
available. 705-448-1178 
dogpawlodge@gmail.com. 
(TFN)

HEAD INN HAIRSTYLING 
– New location! 62 Water St., 
Minden. Walk-ins welcome, 
www.headinnhairstyling.ca 
(MAR7)

DOG GROOMING - 
Bonnie’s Poodles & Doodles 
–  voted groomer, trainer, 
breeder of top dogs in 
Canada by Canadian Kennel 
Club since 1979. Truly a 
master groomer. Just east of 
Stanhope Airport Road, Hwy 
118. 705-754-1477 (TFN)

K9 KLIPPERS & 
KENNELS - professional 
grooming and a home away 
from home. 2153 Harburn 
Rd, 705-457-3614. (TFN)

CANOE RESTORATIONS 
& MAINTENANCE - 
restore that heirloom. Check 
out Facebook page - Ben 
Carnochan Haliburton Canoe 
Company. Call for estimate 
705-754-2548. (TFN)

HIGHLAND SERVICES 
HOME MAINTENANCE & 
REPAIR – Painting, interior 
& exterior spraying, staining, 
dry wall, plumbing, cottage 
maintenance, etc. Haliburton, 
Minden & surrounding areas. 
Licensed tradesman. Call Neil 
at 705-854-1505. (TFN)

CLEAN, SINGLE 
BEDROOM side split 
apartment in Carnarvon, 
includes storage unit and 
private driveway. No dogs, 
available December 1st. $700/
month, all inclusive. Call 705-
457-6077. (TFN)

HALIBURTON VILLAGE 
– 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom 
home on level lot. $1,250 + 
utilities. Non smoker, must 
be responsible, references 
required. 705-457-2987 or 
705-457-0701. (TFN)

CLEAN TWO BEDROOM 
detached home – Carnarvon, 
non-smokers, first & last. 
$1,100/month, utilities 
included. Available April 1st. 
Call 705-489-3131 (days) or 
705-754-4534 (evenings). 
(MAR14)

NEW IN LOCHLIN – 
Available immediately.  
Beautiful and bright, 2 
bedroom, 1 bath, ground floor 
walkout apartment.  Utilities/
internet/cable included.  
Three acre treed lot.  11 
minutes to Haliburton or 
Minden!  Great for single 
or couple. Credit check and 
application required.  $900/
month, $900 deposit.  Call 
(519) 826-9832 or text (226) 
971-1393. (TFN)

BEAUTIFUL 1,000 SQ FT 
loft apartment overlooking 
Head Lake. Hardwood floors, 
kitchen with dishwasher, off 
street parking. Walk to all 
amenities – 1 block from 
downtown core. 3 km to 
School of Fine Arts, available 
immediately, short term 
rental ok. $900/mth includes 
utilities/cable/internet. Call 
(519) 826-9832 (Guelph), 
e-mail craigsgordon@
hotmail.com or text (226) 
971-1393. (TFN)

CLEAN TWO BEDROOM 
detached home – Carnarvon, 
non-smokers, first & last. 
$1,100/month, utilities 
included. Available April 1st. 
Call 705-489-3131 (days) or 
705-754-4534 (evenings). 
(MAR14)

NICELY SEASONED 
FIREWOOD. Dunloe Farm. 
Call 705-754-3034. (MAR28)

FRESHLY PAINTED 
BEAUTIFUL one bedroom. 
Two level apartment in 
house. Huge living room and 
kitchen on lower floor. Huge 
bedroom and bathroom on 
upper floor. In town, walking 
distance to Head Lake, stores 
and banks. Totally renovated 
bathroom. $700 + 35% of 
utilities per month. 647-700-
6620. (FE28)

FIREWOOD LOGS single or 
double load, cut into blocks 
or cut and split. Call 705-854-
0951. (TFN)

SAVE MONEY!  Free 
garbage removal. I’ll take 
any of your free cast-offs or 
make a deal to buy furniture, 
boats, etc. One piece or entire 
contents, plus small building 
demolition and take away. 
705-448-3920. (TFN)

DRY FIREWOOD FOR 
SALE in Gelert. Pick up $95/
cord, or arrange for local 
delivery. Call 705-286-2900. 
(FE21)

UNIVERSAL TRACTOR 
CHAINS - 9.5 x 32, 11.2 x 
28, 12.4 x 24, 15 x 19.5, 10 x 
28, $420 per pair. 1-800-954-
9998. (AP25)

SCRAP BATTERIES – top 
prices paid. Call 1-800-954-
9998. (AP25)

ALCOHOL PROBLEMS - 
call Alcoholics Anonymous 
- we care. 705-324-9900. 
(TFN)

NARCOTICS 
ANONYMOUS (NA) – 
every Wednesday, 7-8 p.m. 
in the Boardroom at the 
Haliburton Hospital. 

CAREER IN REAL 
ESTATE – Unlimited income 
potential. Flexible hours. 
We will train you to make 
an above-average income in 
this exciting business. Call 
for details. Bowes & Cocks 
Limited, Brokerage. Kate 
Archer, Broker/Career Coach 
Direct Line: (705) 930-4040. 
(TFN)

Highlander classifieds
SERVICES SERVICES FOR RENT WANTEDFOR RENT

FOR SALE

CAREERS

CAREERS

EVENTS

50KW PORTABLE 
GENERATOR 

on trailer, 6.2L Ford 
motor. Completely 

re-built, 120-240 single 
phase. Also set for 360-
480. $5,000 OBO. Call 

705-741-6097 or 
1-800-954-9998. 

FOR RENT

SOLD 

RENTED

RENTED

Fun Fact:
Ketchup was 

sold in the 1830s 
as medicine.

OBITUARIES

HELP WANTED
Sandy Lane Resort on Halls Lake has a receptionist 
position available three days a week on a permanent 

base. � e successful applicant must be comfortable in 
dealing with resort guests and possess good knowledge 

of computers. Must be pro� cient in word, publisher, 
excel and power point. Knowledge of web pages and 

simple graphics would be an asset. 

Please e-mail resume to holiday@sandylaneresort.com only 
those applicants selected for an interview will be contacted.

In Loving Memory of 

Eric James Thompson of Maple Lake, Ontario passed away 
peacefully at Peterborough Regional Health Centre in Peterborough, Ontario on 
Wednesday February 13, 2013, in his 80th year.

Loving husband of 54 years to Nellie. Beloved father of Jim and his wife 
Marianne of Whitehorse, Yukon and Heather and her husband John of 
Haliburton, Ontario. Proud grandfather of Jennifer, Geo� rey and Katarina. 

Great-grandfather of Evander. Survived by his brother Howard and predeceased by his sister 
Geraldine. Son of the late William and Katie � ompson.

Eric was born on March 9, 1932. He was a loving and attentive husband and took great pride in the 
accomplishments of his son and daughter and their families. During his retirement years he enjoyed 
spending time with his grandchildren, watching hockey, gardening and feeding the birds that 
frequented his yard. Eric will be dearly missed by his loving family and friends.

A graveside burial will take place on Saturday, May 11, 2013 at 11:00 am at St. Peters Anglican 
Church Cemetery, Maple Lake, Ontario.

In lieu of � owers donations can be made in his honor to � e 
Canadian Cancer Society(Relay for Life) and can be arranged through 
Gordon A. Monk Funeral  Home Ltd., P.O. Box 427, Minden, 

Ontario K0M 2K0.
Your love will light our way. Your memory will forever be with us. www.gordonmonkfuneralhome.com
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FOR 

COKE, DIET COKE, 
COKE ZERO, CANADA 

DRY 2L

SAVE $1.89
SEALTEST 

CHOCOLATE 
MILK 1L

GLACEAU 
VITAMIN WATER 

591 mL

SEALTEST 4L 
2% MILK

211 Highland Street,  Haliburton, ON  705-457-5225

FREE 
PARKING 
at back of 

store. 
(York St.)

9am to 5pm

COKE, DIET COKE, 
COKE ZERO, 

CANADA DRY 
591 mL

SAVE $1.50
JACK LINK’S 

BEEF JERKY, OR 
NUGGETS 80g - 100g

GATORADE 
OR G2 950 mL

PEPSI, 7UP, 
DR. PEPPER 2L

FUZE 
547 mL

HUMPY DUMPTY 
PRODUCTS 

285g - 310g

AQUAFINA PLUS 
591 mL

ROCKSTAR  
473ml

MONSTER 
ENERGY 

710 mL or 550 mL

OLD DUTCH 
CHIPS, 

Ripple or Kettle 55g

POWERADE 
710 mL

HUMPTY 
DUMPTY 

PRODUCTS 
55g - 100g

DASANI 
591 mL

RUFFLES XL 
235g

MONSTER, NOS, 
REHAB, OR FULL 
THROTTLE 473mL

FRESH COFFEE 
Everyday low price

GREETING 
CARDS,

assorted varieties 
every day 50% OFF

Daisy Mart
Daily Deals at 

50% 
OFF

2/$5

2/$5
2/$350

2/$333

2/$222

2/$229

2/$229

2/$333

2/$4

2/$42/$42/$4

2/$6

2/$6

2/$6

2/$4

$3.99

3/$5

$4.99

$4.99

$1.89

PEPSI, 7UP, 
DR. PEPPER, 

MOUNTAIN DEW 
OR CRUSH 591 mL

PEPSI, 7UP, 
DR. PEPPER, 

MOUNTAIN DEW 
OR CRUSH 
8 pack cans

For everything you need - your one stop shop is your local Daisy Mart - 
Drinks, Chips, Co� ee, Tobacco & Scratch Tickets

Prices valid Feb. 21 - Mar. 7, 2013


