THE CELTIC LEGEND OF THE THORN BIRDS
There is a legend about a bird which sings only once in
its life, more beautifully than any other creature on the
face of the earth. From the moment it leaves its nest, it
searches for a thorn tree, and does not rest until it has
found one. Then, it impales its breast on the longest,
sharpest thorn. But as it is dying, it rises above its own
agony to out sing the lark and the nightingale. The thorn
bird pays its life for that one song, and the whole world
stills to listen, and God in his heaven smiles, as its best is
brought only at the cost of great pain.
Colleen McCullough, author of “The Thorn Birds”
In each of us there is something that cannot be
denied. Maybe it’s a desire to be the best we can be — the
best mother, teacher or banker — it doesn’t matter what
it might be, striving to climb the highest pinnacle, solve a
problem or live one more day.
In the human flock most are not thorn birds; they are
people who go on their merry way, day-by-day, without
giving serious thought to their actions, shadowing others
or doing what they’re told. They are the followers, the
rank and file — the workers — the essential ones who get
the job done.
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Like the thorn bird who sings its own song some
individuals strive to play the most beautiful music of all.
They are the doers; the leaders — the people who make
a difference. They are thorn birds. They work their hearts
out without fear of failure, reprisal or dying. They’re
driven, sometimes blindly, to accomplish a goal; they’re
on a mission. And so it is with the thorn birds of Detroit —
they’re driven against all odds — to take back their city.

THORN BIRDS OF DETROIT
The “Thorn Birds of Detroit” series is about
regular folks fighting back, trying to maintain
their dignity. It portrays the efforts of men and women
in the inner-city trying against all odds to take back their
neighborhoods — blacks unwilling to be slaves to the mob
bosses like their grandparents were to their white masters;
local entrepreneurs wanting to build their own businesses
rather than working for the mobsters; people in their
community fighting for freedom against the drug-driven
gangs; and a detective who’s roots in the city compel him
to push beyond the normal limits.
Sax Club: Thorn Birds of Detroit Confront Mafia is
the first in a series of fictional novels, starting in the late
1970’s that follows five guys and a Catholic priest in their
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Sax Club is a surefire hit with lovers of
both fiction and non-fiction. Cochran
weaves a fascinating tale using the real
life history of Detroit and its underworld
in the 1970s as a richly-textured background that drives a fast paced storyline
and well-developed characters. Reading
this book and losing myself in the brilliant
milieu created by Cochran’s concise
writing was a real treat!
Scott M. Burnstein – The Oakland Press
Author – Motor City Mafia and Detroit True Crime
Chronicles
quest to restore the sanctity of life as they once knew it.
They’re drawn together by a common interest — playing
poker — in a way that fosters a sense of friendship and
camaraderie that extends far beyond what any of them
might have expected.
A group of guys meet monthly on the second floor of
the newly renovated Sax Club on Six Mile/McNichols Road
(where a strip club by the same name existed at the time of
the riots). The rendezvous serves as the perfect outlet for
the guys to unwind, enjoy a couple of beers and eye the
strippers, before engaging in a fun-loving night of poker.
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Three of them are life-long friends and were college
buddies; one a detective on the Detroit police force, and
his two catholic high-school friends. When the guys
get together with their old high school principal from
Detroit Holy Redeemer, they learn untold secrets about
the Catholic Church. They share congenial interests with
a young black man from South Carolina and gypsy gigolo
from Seattle.
Detective Clark Phillips is a regular guy trying to
earn an honest buck. Following in the footsteps of his
father, he’s a hardworking and highly dedicated police
officer. But he isn’t perfect; his romantic propensity for
attractive, intelligent women pushes him to the limits and
closer to unraveling the mystique of the Detroit Mafia.

Sax Club is a smoothly crafted crime novel of Detroit’s
gritty side in the late ‘70s interwoven with historical facts
that make for a very interesting and fascinating read.
Oscar F. Westerfield
Supervisory Special Agent (Retired)
FBI, Detroit Division 1973-80
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IN THE WORKS
Blind Pig: Thorn Birds of Detroit Challenge
Mafia is the second in the series. Continuing from
Sax Club, Detective Clark Phillips takes on the
Detroit Mafia. But, this time he’s not the only one;
his best friends rally with him. Tired of paying
monthly taxes to the mob, the guys unite around
the wife of a fallen friend. She will not be bullied
nor succumb to the ways of the mob. Clark and
his friends conger up a plan to close down a major
revenue stream.
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In the third novel, Last Call: Thorn Birds of
Detroit Undercut Mafia, Clark Phillips continues
his crusade to root out evil in Detroit. This time his
focus is on the top guys in the Mafia and gangland
connections with some of Detroit’s biggest names.
Despite his feelings about the Catholic Church, he
pursues Mafia money-laundering schemes under the
guise of the Church.
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“THORN BIRDS OF DETROIT”
SERIES COMING SOON!
Les Cochran began his career teaching
high school in Detroit, Michigan. After earning a
doctorate at Wayne State University, he served in
various leadership positions at Central Michigan
University, Southeast Missouri State University,
culminating his career as President of Youngstown
State University. His Love, Lies and Liaison trilogy
Nook and other eBooks and print formats.
Learn more about Les at:
www.LesCochran.com
Blog with Les, share stories and opinions at:
www.LesCochranBlog.com
Facebook friend Les at: LesCochran.31
Tweet to Les at: @AffairsByLes

Email Les at:
thornbirds@LesCochran.com

