INDIGENOUS MONITOR
OVERVIEW REPORT
Month: December 2019

Indigenous Monitor days on-site:13

Project Region: Lower Mainland

Kilometre Posts (KPs) monitored: n/a

Indigenous Monitors on the Trans Mountain Expansion Project – Overview
As part of its Compliance Management Plan, the Trans Mountain Expansion Project
(the Project) has retained Indigenous Monitors as integrated members of its
construction Environmental Inspection team. Indigenous Monitors work with
Environmental Inspectors to monitor compliance with mitigation measures in order to
minimize impacts to traditional resource use and cultural/heritage impacts during
construction. Indigenous Monitors have a strategic role in providing traditional
knowledge directly and pragmatically to construction oversight practices and bring an
Indigenous lens to daily environmental inspection activities.
This Overview Report provides highlights of the Indigenous Monitors’ day-to-day work
and key mitigation measures observed by the Monitors related to Project construction
in the Lower Mainland. The purpose of this report is to provide an update on
Indigenous Monitor activity to Indigenous groups.
During this reporting period, key Project activities in the Lower Mainland region
involving Indigenous Monitors included inspection and monitoring activities at
Westridge Marine Terminal. Inspection and monitoring activities included erosion and
sediment control measures, the demolition and removal of Pier 59 and marine offshore
impact pile driving.
For more information: email info@transmountain.com or call 1.866.514.6700
Erosion and Sediment Control Measures
Site-specific erosion and sediment control measures
are implemented to prevent sediment-laden runoff
from entering the marine environment. The
Indigenous Monitor inspected the eastern and
western shoreline slopes and the Portal Area to
ensure erosion and sediment control measures were
in place, including coco matting, straw, grass and
poly sheeting.
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Fresh straw and poly sheeting covering
exposed soil in the lower Portal Area.
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Pier 59
Pier 59 is an existing utility dock at Westridge Marine
Terminal. The pier is approximately 70 metres long,
constructed on creosote-treated wooden timber piles
and has a wooden superstructure. Pier 59 was
dismantled to make way for the expanded foreshore.
Deck sections were cut and lifted using a bargebased crane. Piles were pulled from the seafloor
using a vibratory driver. The wood material was
placed on a barge for off-site disposal at a Trans
Mountain approved disposal facility.
The Indigenous Monitor was on-site performing
inspection and monitoring activities during the
demolition of Pier 59. The Indigenous Monitor
inspected the work to ensure the required mitigation
measures were in place and functioning as intended.
This included ensuring turbidity curtains and
absorbent booms were deployed around the work
area to contain any turbidity or creosote sheen
generated during the demolition activities.

Demolition of Pier 59. A barge-based crane
was used to remove the deck in sections
and to pull the wooden piles from the
seafloor.

Marine Offshore Impact Pile Driving – Mitigation
Assessment
Mitigation measures for offshore impact pile driving
are being reassessed to confirm all appropriate steps
are being taken to reduce the potential for impacts to
fish. This evaluation has been occurring following an
environmental issue that involved the mortality of
juvenile Pacific herring during offshore impact pile
driving. For further information on the environmental
issue, please see the Canadian Energy Regulator
Condition 106 Construction Progress Report,
December 2019 (link here).
The Indigenous Monitor was on-site performing
monitoring activities at the time of the environmental
issue and has been involved in the reassessment of
mitigation measures. The Indigenous Monitor will
continue to be on-site to monitor offshore impact pile
driving and the implementation of any additional or
enhanced mitigation measures.
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Impact driving a steel pile for the new
vessel berths. The bubble curtain is
operating to reduce underwater noise and
the noise shroud is deployed to reduce
atmospheric noise.
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Indigenous Monitor Request Dashboard
Indigenous Monitors are provided daily on-site field support from Environmental
Inspectors and office support from Indigenous Monitoring Coordinators. Indigenous
Monitors can also make specific support requests or submit questions through their
daily report. Examples include but are not limited to: request for Project reports, input
from an environmental resource specialist or on-site support from an Elder or other
cultural knowledge holder. Monthly requests and their completion status are noted
below.
Status
Total
Fulfilled
Outstanding

Number and Type of Requests
Environmental
Project Reports/
Resource
Documents
Specialists
0
0
-

Elder/Cultural
Knowledge
Holder
0
-

Other

Total

1
1 (pending)

1
1

This report has been reviewed by the active Indigenous Monitor(s)
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