
You are receiving this newsletter as a neighbour of the existing Trans Mountain pipeline. In 2012, we began 
vegetation management on the existing Trans Mountain pipeline right-of-way in your area. The first phase was 
completed in December 2012. This included removing brush on the right-of-way in the naturalized areas of 
Whitemud Creek, North Saskatchewan River Valley and part of the right-of-way from the west bank of North 
Saskatchewan River Valley to Wolf Willow Crescent NW. This work was followed by restoration and replanting 
on portions of the right-of-way in 2013 and 2014. 

We are now planning to complete the next phase of the vegetation management program on the existing right-
of-way in the manicured areas of Riverbend and Westridge Wolf Willow. Please read on to find out about our 
plans, the proposed timeline and consultation process. 

January 2015

Our safety program is designed to ensure the continued 
safe operations of our pipelines. This includes routine 
vegetation management on the right-of-way. A clear and 
safe right-of-way has visible marking signage and is free of 
tall-growing vegetation and obstructions. It provides access 
for our crews to conduct pipeline maintenance, inspections 
and emergency response. Visit www.kindermorgan.com/
pipelinesafety for more information on our safety program. 

Some sections of the right-of-way in your neighbourhood 
have large trees and shrubs that are too close to the 
pipeline. Large vegetation can interfere with safe 
operations and cause operational and safety risks. This is 
unacceptable to us and the National Energy Board. 
To address the vegetation that poses a safety concern, we 
are planning to complete selective tree removal on the 
right-of-way from the crest of the North Saskatchewan River 
Valley to Whitemud Drive and from Wolf Willow Crescent 
to 170 Street. 

We are committed to catching up on our vegetation 
management in your area and meeting our regulatory 
requirements. It is our goal to complete the necessary work 
while minimizing impacts to the community and preserving 
the local landscape as much as possible.

Kinder Morgan Canada operates the 1,150-km Trans 
Mountain pipeline that originates in Edmonton, Alberta and 
runs across Alberta and British Columbia to Burnaby, BC and 
delivery points in Washington State. For over 60 years, Trans 
Mountain has been safely and efficiently transporting crude 
oil and refined petroleum products to marketing terminals 
and refineries on the west coast, providing the only access 
for Canadian oil to export markets. As a pipeline that crosses 
provincial borders, Trans Mountain is regulated by the 
National Energy Board. Kinder Morgan Canada is required 
to maintain the pipeline right-of-way to ensure the continued 
safe operations of the pipeline.

PROPOSED SCOPE & PHASED APPROACH

PHASE 1: 2015 - RIVERBEND

 » Selective tree removal within the existing right-
of-way from the crest of the river valley to 
Whitemud Drive 

 » Planting of new trees and shrubs (“offset 
planting”)

 » Restoration of the disturbed areas
 » One-year post-disturbance monitoring

PHASE 2: 2016 - WESTRIDGE WOLF WILLOW

 » Selective tree removal within the existing right-
of-way from Wolf Willow Crescent to 170 Street

 » Planting of new trees and shrubs (“offset 
planting”)

 » Restoration of the disturbed areas
 » One-year post-disturbance monitoring

We plan to complete the tree work in two phases. To demonstrate our commitment to preserving community values, 
wherever possible, we will make an effort to begin each phase with offsets, i.e., planting of new trees and shrubs 
in the affected areas, away from the pipeline. The proposed scope is subject to applicable permits and will be 
detailed based on consultation with the City of Edmonton and affected neighbours.

Page 1 - see more on reverse



Regular email updates will be available by subscription. To sign up to receive our email updates, please send 
your request with the subject line “Please send right-of-way updates” to vegetationmgmt@kindermorgan.com. 

Updates will also be posted on the community league websites:
Riverbend - www.riverbendonline.ca/index.php/home 
Westridge Wolf Willow - www.welcomewest.ca

SUBSCRIBE TO RECEIVE RIGHT-OF-WAY UPDATES VIA EMAIL

@
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As part of our engagement process, in November 2013, a 
community Task Force was formed with participation from 
residents of Riverbend and Westridge Wolf Willow. Since 
then, Kinder Morgan Canada, the City of Edmonton and the 
community Task Force have met several times to discuss the 
progress of the project. 

As a result of these discussions, we developed a colla-
borative approach, including the reduction of the tree 
removal swath from 18 m to 6 m, a tree-by-tree review, 
offset planting, consultation and engagement plan, and 
post-project restoration of the area.

We will continue to work with the community Task Force, the 
City and will engage individual neighbours to seek input 
to our plans and to minimize impacts of this work on the 
community. We will make every effort to keep residents 
involved and informed through letters, emails, trail signage 
and face-to-face meetings. As the consultation process 
unfolds and our plans take shape, we will be providing 
updates on the progress of the project. 

In January 2015, our representative will begin gathering 
input by contacting directly affected residents in Riverbend 
to discuss which trees need to be removed and offset 
planting options. 

The work in Westridge Wolf Willow is planned in 2016, 
with consultation to begin in the second half of 2015. 
However, if you are a resident in that area and you might 
be directly affected by our vegetation management 
plans, please feel free to contact us at any time. Our 
representative will contact you to discuss our plans in 
further detail. 

Consultation and engagement 

If you have any questions about our plans, 
please contact:

Barry Whillans at 587-999-6677
barrywhillans@shaw.ca

or
Natalie Loban at 1-855-514-6692
natalie_loban@kindermorgan.com
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Our typical right-of-way is 18m wide. According to Kinder Morgan’s standard, vegetation taller than 1.8m is not allowed within 
the 18m swath. As a result of our extensive consultation efforts in the past two years, we recognize the value that trees contribute 

to the local landscape; and we will strive to minimize any potential impacts of this required work. To achieve the balance 
between meeting our safety and regulatory requirements and preserving public values,  

we plan to reduce the swath of tree removal to 6m (3m on either side of the pipeline centerline). 

Figure 1: Typical Right-of-Way
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