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HOUSTON AIR QUALITY IS IMPROVING
Houston air quality is improving, and continued improvement is 
expected as new rules and voluntary programs reduce emissions 
from business and industry. EHCMA member companies 
participate in many emission-reducing programs that meet, and 
sometimes exceed, state and federal standards. Some of these 
programs include:

•  Industry tests and evaluates air quality and emissions 
on a regular basis as a standard operating practice.

•  Industry has reduced benzene emissions levels by 
almost 80% over the past � ve years.

•  Many industry facilities have state-of-the-art 
infrared cameras that detect emissions to help reduce 
hydrocarbon leaks that were once undetectable.
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DID YOU KNOW?
Houston is compliant with the federal 
health-based standards for particulate 
matter, carbon monoxide, sulfur dioxide, 
nitrogen, and lead.
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FAST FACTS
•  Ozone levels are down around the nation 

and Texas is a leader in this trend.
•  Since 2000, the decline in Texas cities’ 

ozone levels have been close to double the 
national average.

•  While Houston’s population increased 
by 41% from 2000 to 2015, ozone levels 
decreased 29%.

•  � e #1 source for air pollutants come 
from non-regulated items, such as lawn 
mowers, heavy machinery, and household 
appliances. 

EHCMA and its member companies are committed to 
continuing to operate cleaner and greener, complying 

with regulatory requirements as well as � nding 
solutions to environmental challenges in our 
area. Here is how Houston stacks up against 

other U.S. cities:

TERP FUNDING
TERP will be an increasingly important 
source of cost-e� ective NOx reductions 
over the next decade as Texas works to 
meet new federal standards. EHCMA 
and its member companies support the 
continued funding of TERP and urge the 
Texas Legislature to ensure that every dollar 
collected to reduce air pollution from this 
program is used for that purpose.

Air Quality
POSITION STATEMENT

*EPA’s new ozone standard is 70ppb

$5 Billion
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80 ppb
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