
STATE OF TEXAS § 
§ 

COUNTY OF GALVESTON § 

ORDER RELATING TO CONTINUITY OF ESSENTIAL SERVICES AND 
ACTIVITIES IN GALVESTON COUNTY DURING THE COVID-19 DISASTER 

WHEREAS, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, issued a disaster proclamation on 
March 13, 2020, certifying under Section 418.014 of the Texas Government Code 
that the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) poses an imminent threat of disaster for all 
counties in the State of Texas; and 

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of the Texas Department of State Health Services 
(DSHS), Dr. John Hellerstedt, has determined that COVID·l9 represents a public 
health disaster within the meaning of Chapter 81 of the Texas Health and Safety 
Code; and 

WHEREAS, Governor Abbott has issued numerous executive orders and 
suspensions of Texas laws in response to the COVID-19 disaster, aimed at 
protecting the health and safety of Texans and ensuring an effective response to 
this disaster; and 

WHEREAS, Governor Abbott issued Executive Order GA-08 on March 19, 2020, 
mandating certain obligations for Texans in accordance with the President's 
Corona virus Guidelines for America, as promulgated by President Donald J. Trump 
and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) on March 16, 2020, 
which called upon Americans to take actions to slow the spread of COVID·l9 for 15 
days; and 

WHEREAS, on March 29, 2020, to avoid scenarios that could lead to hundreds of 
thousands of deaths, the President announced that, based on advice from Dr. 
Anthony Fauci and Dr. Deborah Birx, the restrictive social-distancing Guidelines 
should extend through April 30, 2020; and 

WHEREAS, DSHS Commissioner Dr. Hellerstedt and White House Coronavirus 
Response Coordinator Dr. Birx say that the spread of COVID-19 can be reduced by 
minimizing social gatherings; and 

WHEREAS, on March 28, 2020, the U.S. Department of Homeland Security issued 
its Guidance on the Essential Critical Infrastructure Workforce, Version 2.0, which 
provides an advisory list of critical-infrastructure sectors, workers, and functions 
that should continue during the COVID·l9 response; and 



WHEREAS, all government entities and businesses should be allowed to continue 
providing essential services during the COVID-19 disaster, and all critical 
infrastructure should be allowed to remain operational; and 

WHEREAS, the "governor is responsible for meeting . . . the dangers to the state 
and people presented by disasters" under Section 418.0ll of the Texas Government 
Code, and the legislature has given the governor broad authority to fulfill that 
responsibility; and 

WHEREAS, under Section 418.1015, the County Judge "may exercise the powers 
granted to the governor under this chapter on an appropriate local scale;" and 

WHEREAS, under Section 418.012, the "governor may issue executive orders 
... hav[ing] the force and effect of law;" and 

WHEREAS, under Section 418.016(a), the "governor may suspend the provisions of 
any regulatory statute prescribing the procedures for conduct of state business . . . if 
strict compliance with the provisions ... would in any way prevent, hinder, or delay 
necessary action in coping with a disaster;" and 

WHEREAS, under Section 418.017(a), the "governor may use all available resources 
of state government and of political subdivisions that are reasonably necessary to 
cope with a disaster;" and 

WHEREAS, under Section 418.018(c), the "governor may control ingress and egress 
to and from a disaster area and the movement of persons and the occupancy of 
premises in the area;" and 

WHEREAS, on March 17, 2020 Galveston County Judge Mark Henry signed a 
Declaration of a Local Disaster Related to COVID-19 pursuant to Section 
418.108(a); and 

WHEREAS, on March 19, 2020 Galveston County Judge Mark Henry issued an 
Order for Continuation of County Operations, directing reductions in on-site County 
staffing levels while maintaining essential County services, which was extended on 
March 26, 2020; and 

WHEREAS, on March 23, 2020 the Commissioners Court of Galveston County voted 
unanimously to continue the State of Local Disaster related to COVID-19 until 
April 22, 2020, and further extensions are possible; and 

WHEREAS, under the recommendation of the Local Health Authority in Galveston 
County, Judge Henry issued an Order to Stay at Home on March 23, 2020 effective 
until April 3, 2020; and 



WHEREAS, on March 31, 2020, Governor Abbott issued Executive Order GA-14 
relating to statewide continuity of essential services and activities during the 
COVID-19 disaster ; and 

WHEREAS, it is the intent of this order to implement and confirm Governor 
Abbott's Executive Order GA-14 on a local basis in Galveston County, Texas; and 

WHEREAS, under Section 418.173, failure to comply with any executive order 
issued during the COVID-19 disaster is an offense punishable by a fine not to 
exceed $1,000, confinement in jail for a term not to exceed 180 days, or both fine 
and confinement. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Mark Henry, County Judge of Galveston County, Texas, by 
virtue of the power and aut hority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the 
State of Texas, do hereby order the following on a countywide basis effective 12:01 
a.m. on April 2, 2020, and continuing through April 30, 2020, subject to extension 
based on the status of COVID-19 in Texas and the recommendations of the CDC 
and the White House Coronavirus Task Force, and subject to the Commissioners 
Court's further extension of the State of Local Disaster: 

In accordance with guidance from DSHS Commissioner Dr. Hellerstedt , and to 
achieve the goals established by the President to r educe the spread of COVID-19, 
every person in Galveston County sha ll, except where necessary to provide or obtain 
essentia l services, minimize social gatherings and minimize in-person contact with 
people who are not in the same household. 

"Essential services" shall consist of everything listed by the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security in its Guidance on the Essential Critical Infrastructure 
Workforce, Version 2.0, plus religious services conducted in churches, 
congregations, and houses of worship. Other essential services may be added to t his 
list with the approval of th e Texas Division of Emergency Management 
(TDEM). TDEM shall maintain an online list of essential services, as specified in 
this executive order and in any approved additions . Requests for additions should 
be directed to TDEM at EssentialServices@tdem.texas .gov or by 
visiting www. tdem. texas. gov I essen tialservices. 

In providing or obtaining essential services, people and businesses should follow the 
Guidelines from t he President and the CDC by practicing good hygiene, 
environmental cleanliness, and sanitation, implementing social distancing, and 
working from home if possible. In particular , all services should be provided 
t hrough remote telework from home unless they are essential services that cannot 
be provided through remote telework. If religious services cannot be conducted from 
home or through remote services, they should be conducted consistent with the 



Guidelines from the President and the CDC by practicing good hygiene, 
environmental cleanliness, and sanitation, and by implementing social distancing to 
prevent the spread of COVID-19. 

In accordance with the Guidelines from the President and the CDC, people shall 
avoid eating or drinking at bars, restaurants, and food courts, or visiting gyms, 
m assage establishments, tattoo studios, piercing studios, or cosmetology salons; 
provided, however, that the use of drive·thru, pickup, or delivery options for food 
and drinks is allowed and highly encouraged throughout the limited duration of this 
executive order. 

This executive order does not prohibit people from accessing essential services or 
engaging in essential daily activities, such as going to the grocery store or gas 
station, providing or obtaining other essential services, visiting parks, hunting or 
fishing, or engaging in physical activity like jogging or bicycling, so long as the 
necessary precautions are maintained to reduce the transmission of COVID-19 and 
to minimize in·person contact with people who are not in the same household. 

In accordance with the Guidelines from the President and the CDC, people shall not 
visit nursing homes, state supported living centers, assisted living facilities, or long· 
term care facilities unless to provide critical assistance as determined through 
guidance from the Texas Health and Human Services Commission. 

In accordance with the Guidelines from the President and the CDC, schools sha ll 
remain t emporarily closed to in-per son classroom attendance and shall not 
recommence before May 4, 2020. 

This order supersedes the March 23, 2020 Order to Stay at Home, except that tolls 
remain waived at the San Luis Pass toll booth during the duration of this disaster. 

The County of Galveston must promptly provide copies of this Order by posting 
copies for public viewing in t he same manner as publicly posted Commissioners 
Court agendas. In addition, the owner, m anager, or operator of any facility that is 
likely to be impacted by this Order is strongly encouraged to post a copy of this 
Order onsite and to provide a copy to any member of the public asking for a copy. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I affix my signature this / day of /J f.Jtf , 2020. 
' 

~~-· 
Mark Henry 
Galveston County Judge 

Filed with the County Clerk on, __ ___,A=p~r"-"'i=l'-'2'=---_ _ __ 2020. 



STATE OF TEXAS § 
§ 

COUNTY OF GALVESTON § 

ORDER FOR CONTINUATION OF COUNTY OPERATIONS 

WHEREAS, on March 17, 2020 Galveston County Judge Mark henry signed a 
Declaration of a Local Disaster Related to COVID-19 pursuant to §418.108(a) of the 
Texas Government Code; and 

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 virus is contagious and spreads through person-to
person contact, especially in group settings; and 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) issued 
guidance requesting gatherings of 10 persons or more to cease for fifteen (15) days; 
and 

WHEREAS, on March 31, 2020, Governor Abbott issued Executive Order GA-14 
implementing CDC guidance, requiring social distancing, encouraging work from 
home and mandating that government entities continue providing essential services 
to the public; and 

WHEREAS, an emerging public health emergency does currently exist and is 
expected to worsen, where Galveston County desires to slow down and prevent the 
spread of COVID-19 throughout Galveston County; and 

WHEREAS, Galveston County urges residents of the County to follow the guidance 
of the CDC and immediately begin social distancing; and 

WHEREAS, Galveston County urges private businesses to adhere to the CDC 
guidelines and begin to implement social distancing within their organizations. 

BE IT THEREFORE ORDERED BY THE COUNTY JUDGE OF GALVESTON 
COUNTY: 

Effective Friday, April 3, 2020 at TOO pm, all County offices and departments are 
hereby ordered to continue reducing on-premises staffing while continuing to 
provide essential services to the public through Thursday, April 30, 2020 or until 
this order has been rescinded. However, the status of the virus and impact on 
County operations has necessitated a careful re-evaluation of the practices initially 
authorized under the Continuation of County Operations Order first issued on 
March 19, 2020. Accordingly, a determination has been made that changes are 
necessary to protect the stability and long-term future of County operations. 



• Department Heads and Elected Officials shall continue core operations and 
public services while reducing staffing levels on premises as much as 
practicable. Work from home is authorized and encouraged as approved and 
directed by each Department Head or Elected Official. 

• Electronic, on·line or other creative service measures that allow services to 
continue but limit social contact during this period should be explored and 
utilized, where appropriate. 

• Social distancing and safe interaction practices recommended by the Center 
for Disease Control (CDC) should be considered and utilized when 
determining staffing levels and patterns. 

• Employees can continue to be released from work if working from home is not 
practicable and/or on·site staffing levels have been achieved within a 
department. However, released staff shall be individually assessed and 
rotated through weekly or daily on·site schedules when/where possible with 
those staffthat have already been working on-site during this unprecedented 
time. Therefore, all employees should be reporting to work and working 
whether at-home or on-site for some period of time every week. This 
consideration applies to both full and part-time employees, as well as, exempt 
and non-exempt. 

• All personnel required to continue working on-site at a County location shall 
return to being compensated only at their regular hourly rate for hours 
actually worked. The practice of compensating at time and one half (1.5) for 
on-site work is being discontinued effective immediately. In addition, 
overtime will only be paid to non-exempt employees in accordance with 
applicable Wage & Hour laws. The overtime rate will be calculated and paid 
in accordance with those same laws and appropriate hour thresholds. 

• Overtime shall not be incurred within a department without approval from 
Commissioners Court (exceptions will apply only for Law Enforcement and 
Detention areas). Department Heads and Elected Officials will be held 
accountable for controlling this time. 

• Exempt employees, including Managers and Directors, will return to being 
compensated at their regular salary based on a standard workweek (40 
hours/week). There will be no additional compensation or overtime for 
Exempt employees. 

• The County will follow and adhere to the provisions of the Families First 
Corona virus Response Act (2020) under this order, especially those provisions 
that are applicable to the Emergency Family and Medical Leave Act section 
(childcare related) and the Emergency Paid Sick Leave Act section (employee 
related). 

• Any County policy contrary to this order is superseded by the order while it 
remains in effect. 



• On termination of the this order, employees will be expected to return to 
work and resume providing regular services and under such polices as 
existed prior to this order. 

• The Coronavirus Continuation Plan may be modified as determined 
necessary. This plan will continue to be evaluated and evolve during this 
unprecedented time. Any such modifications will be done in accordance with 
the disaster declaration and authority conferred to the County Judge under 
Section 418 of the Texas Government Code or any other applicable law or 
authority. 

The Coronavirus Continuation Plan may be modified as determined necessary. 
This plan will be evaluated and evolving during this unprecedented time. Any such 
modifications will be done in accordance with the disaster declaration and authority 
conferred thereunder by law on the County Judge. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I affix my signature this 2 day of diJ/2:7L, 2020. 

~~~ 
County Judge 

Filed with the Clerk of County on, ___ .c..Ap~r..._.i..,.l.........._2 _ __ 2020. 


