
STATE OF TEXAS § 
§ 

COUNTY OF GALVESTON § 

ORDER REGARDING GALVESTON COUNTY PUBLIC AUCTIONS 
DURING THE COVID-19 DISASTER 

WHEREAS, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, issued a disaster proclamation on 
March 13, 2020, certifying under Section 418.014 of the Texas Government Code 
that the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) poses an imminent threat of disaster for all 
counties in the State of Texas; and 

WHEREAS, on March 17, 2020 Galveston County Judge Mark Henry signed a 
Declaration of a Local Disaster Related to COVID-19 pursuant to §418.108(a) of the 
Texas Government Code; and 

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 virus is contagious and spreads through person-to· 
person contact, especially in group settings; and 

WHEREAS, federal, state, and local health officials have consistently recommended 
people maintain six feet of social distancing and suggested that outdoor gatherings 
pose less of a risk to public health than indoor gatherings; and 

WHEREAS, the state of disaster in both the State of Texas and Galveston County 
has been extended through the present day, subject to possible further extension; 
and 

WHEREAS, on May 18, 2020, Governor Abbott issued Executive Order GA-23 
implementing CDC guidance, reopening local government operations subject to local 
control; and 

WHEREAS, under Section 418.1015 of the Texas Government Code, the County 
Judge "may exercise the powers granted to the governor under this chapter on an 
appropriate local scale;" and 

WHEREAS, under Section 418.012, the "governor may issue executive orders 
... hav[ing] the force and effect oflaw;'' and 

WHEREAS, under Section 418.016(a), the "governor may suspend the provisions of 
any regulatory statute prescribing the procedures for conduct of state business ... if 
strict compliance with the provisions ... would in any way prevent, hinder, or delay 
necessary action in coping with a disaster;" and 



WHEREAS, under Section 418.017(a), t he "governor may use all available resources 
of state government and of political subdivisions that are reasonably necessary to 
cope with a disaster." 

BE IT THEREFORE ORDERED BY THE COUNTY JUDGE OF GALVESTON 
COUNTY: 

All non -judicial real property foreclosures, tax sales, and other public auctions 
physically occurring on property owned by the County of Galveston or otherwise 
occurring under the direction or authority of the County of Galveston at a physical 
location shall take place outdoors rather th an indoors. Such auctions occurring at 
the Galveston County Courthouse at 722 Moody Ave. (21st Street) in Galveston, 
Texas shall take place outside of the West entrance to the building rather than in 
th e Lobby or Commissioners Court Room. All persons in attendance at such 
auctions sh all maintain six feet of social distancing between persons who do not 
reside in the same household. 

This order is effective 12:01 a.m. on June 1, 2020, and continuing through the 
termination of the local state of disaster in Galveston County, Texas, or until this 
order is superseded or r escinded. 

Any County regulation, order, or policy contrary to this order is superseded while it 
remains in effect to the extent it requires any such auction to be conducted indoors 
rather than outdoors. 

The County of Galveston must promptly provide copies of this Order by posting 
copies for public viewing in the same manner as publicly posted Commissioners 
Court agendas. In a ddition, copies of this Order shall be prominently posted in 
the Commission ers Court Room and Lobby of the Galveston County Courthouse 
on t he day of any affected au ction. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I affix my signature this 2'1. n< day of~· 2020. 

~ 
Mark Henry 
Galveston County Judge 

Filed with the County Clerk on, __ ___;Ma=..t..y....!2~8~ ____ 2020. 


