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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

The "Outdoor" in Varsity Outdoor Club only half ex
plains what our club is. 

We sponsor a variety of outdoor activities-, including 
climbing, hiking, ski-mountaineering and tow^skiing trips, 
schools in climbing and skiing, and route-access and cabin 
maintenance work. Frequently we can be found at the 
Stawamus Chief, Mount Baker, Sky Pilot, Garibaldi Lake, 
or Mount Seymour. 

Our people are many, and our trips varied, but common 
to all is an outlook, which when followed, makes our club 
all the better. It is an attitude of helping each other 
along, in high spirits but low voice, and always respecting 
the beauty and dangers of the mountains. This is the way of 
the mountaineer. 

We must continue to place the mountaineering spirit 
foremost. The responsibility is yours. 

David Higgins 
President, 1964-65 
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EDITOR'S MESSAGE 

The Varsity Outdoor Club, as its name implies, embodies 
many diversified elements = Not only do skiing and climbing 
activities provide many hours of pleasure but also many re
warding aspects of outdoor and cabin lifes There is every^ 
thing from dancing and singing to cabin and trail shenanigans 
to supplement our activities and to add the spice so necessary 
to lijF&o 

This journal is, to the best ability of the-;journal com-
initt.ee, an embodiment of the club°s activities throughout the 
past'$ear. Much work, thought, and originality has gone into 
making this journal representative of the club. It is not 
only through the efforts of the journal committee that the 
content is so rich and varied, but also through the contri
butions of many members who took time to write articles and 
donate pictures*, It was then our task to select and mofId 
articles of special interest from the abundant supply. 

To all of.the contributors I extend my thanks. To my 
committee I am deeply grateful forthe-conscientious work 
they have put into this journal. To you, the reader, I 
extend the hope that you will obtain many hours of interest-
ing readingo 

Carolyn Young. 
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WINTER_'SQCIAL ACTIVITIES 

OLD MEMBERS* PARTY: In hand: a map. Destination: Anne 
Charleton's abode. Characters- beard-dogs and chickies. 
Topics: Europe on $5 a day, Vancouver Climbing, one burned 
tent, and the Rocky Mountain Tours. But always; "Where 
were you? What did you do? Who did you see?" — then a 
sequal and "You're bushed, manl" 

SPLASH? DANCE AND SING: in that order. A gym floor 
meant only for socks, alas I "I don't care how much your ny
lons cost." "Try bare feet". But at leastwe had room. 

CLUB'S DAY: We won second prize, and many new members 
— "see you at the auditorium for Wednesday's meeting.*' 

LONG HIKE: Sing your way to Camp Potlatch, sing your
self hoarse after the parties, sing your way home. In be
tween times climb Mt. Wrottesley, maybe even to the peak. The 
enthusiasm may have been wet, even soaked, but never dampened. 

SHORT HIKE: Start from the Sardine Can (Seymour Cabin4 

pardon me.) Both hikes saw the usual bevy of runners, -s4ims, 
and jeans, this coupled with mud or snow. Cook crew was a 
pleasant, happy crew, complete with a line "a'doing what 
comes naturally." 

WORK HIKES Mountain Access, courtesy of Bert Po-rt, 
employed? . V.O.C. labour to cut and make trails. Squamish 
Chief area was started and J.P.S. Pringle, Esq., our royal 
competitor led one group to Clytie Lake. Meanwhile ,VLes 
Miserables" worked on the Seymour Cabin and its wood supplyi 
sawed wood, chopped wood, hauled wood, piled wood, and 
finally, burnt wood. 

HALLOWEEN; Carole Russell gave orders as usual, if you 
were on cook crew, you jumped. The judges—Deano and Co.— 
were biased in favour of authenticity, no skits accepted; 
so we had to scavenge and scavenge. Couldn't find any 
floor space. 
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CAROLING: Forty VOCers invaded four nursing homes under 
the direction of Sue Parrot or "tuneful Sue". After Christmas 
cake was devoured at the fourth home, we drove to Sheila 
McMeekinls home for coffee and eats. 

NEW YEARS: Paper hats, suffed olives, streamers and 
turkey — on time our New Years baby entered amidst gleeful 
shouts and warm kisses, but no Xmas cheer. Surprise peak 
was sought by the few and found. Glorious sun warmed the 
crowds on the slopes. Then dinner at home. 

CHRISTMAS TRIPS: Charlie and twelve boys invaded Gar
ibaldi; nine by helicopter and three by skis and one sleep
ing bag. Only one memorable meal; "spaghetti a la eggbeater" 
or "ughl" The trail out was a hazard; either the space be
tween the trees was smaller than your pack or else your skis 
were longer than the hairpin corners. But we did have the 
year's best powder snow. 

Faithful brother Kersey led the pious Finleys and 
Father Taggart to the Great White God's borne in the Rockies; 
Banff, that "city" of vice. This destination was reached by 
way of Tod, Silver Star and Schweitzer Basin—the Banff tra
dition is fading. 

SEYMOUR GATHERING: Powder snow talk echoed from all 
the walls — didn't seem to matter where one had been — 
only the Europe types were honest: grass. So they gawked 
and goggled at the stretchies, 

U.B.C. OPEN HOUSE: was a mob scene of paint, plaster, 
film and people. A massive ceiling hung ready for the un
suspecting, darkening the Garibaldi scene. 

V.O.C. OPEN HOUSE: That Chorus line -- Wow! Sexy 
black; but oops, I forgot, the Douks! Bust after bust went 
bust. Except Sandy's, he was an extra special Russian Bunny. 
But the girls won anyway; it was leap year. 

Did we have SNOW this year? Did we, you ask!?l The 
problem was climbing down into the Johns and digging out 
some water from the well. The "roof run" has never been so 
popular 
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SYMPOSIUM: Academic but informal, "Should a woman be 
educated, and/or have a careerB be married or both?" as 
well as "Cybernetic and Electronic communications, their 
influence on society". These were two topics which aroused 
lively discussion and stimulated new ideas. Participants 
were non-skeptical VOCers and enthusiastic friends, wives 
and children. 

BANQUET: Held in the Swedish Park Pavilion, Mrs. 
Munday was the guest speaker, her topic being ACC camps in 
B.C. Mountains. The danc* was followed by a lively party 
and eats at Stella Barbour's. 

WHAT"S "REALLY" V.O.C? 
In wondering what it is about 
This group called V.O.C 
I ponder all the things without 
Which, it would never be. 
I think of trips to Kimberley 
Of awesome Rubble Creek 
Of boatloads off to Wrottesly 
And lunch upon apeak. 
I think of these but then I know 
There's more than meets the eye 
Much more than seeing flowers- grow 
Or graceful things that fly. 
It's all the warmth and human care 
That thoughtfulness enfolds 
The kind of things that people share 
Tho' they are never told. 
The friendly and sincere concern 
For those so unaware 
That each of them can come to learn 
And with the rest may.sMre, 
So all these things that have as such 
Deli gh ted. those -like me 
Do only just say half as.much 
What's "really" V.O.C 

John Hembling 
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AWARDS 

Each year, at the Spring Banquet, awards are presented 
for the Silver Pin, Photography Competition, and Qm&>&twn-
hi 11 0 It is customary for the Honorary President and Vice-
President to give these. 
Silver Pin; The Silver pin, emblematic of service to the 
club beyond the usual, was presented to Ian Stirling by one 
of last year's winners, Dean Gpard, 
Photography Competition; The photography competition was 
initiated in 1958 with the intention of bringing to the 
fore thephotographic ability of the club .members. At 
this time two trophies were presented to the club; the "Ed-
win Kerr" trophy and the "Frank Koch Memorial" trophy. 

The "Edwin Kerr" trophy was presented by V.O.C. in 
honour of one of its oik members. Mr. Kerr, an avid skier, 
was instrumental in introducing skiing to V.O.C. in the 
eatly 1930's and initialed the Damn Downhill. 

The "Frank Koch Memorial" trophy was presented by Mr. 
and Mrs. J. Fairley, the Honorary President and Vice-Pres
ident in 1958. Mr. Koch, an old VOCer,-was killed while 
on a V.O.C. trip dlimbing in theB&ekies. 

The ''Jean Sharp Memorial" trophy was presented in 
1963 by her brothers, David and Murray Sharp, Jean, an 
active member for many years, was killed while skiing in 
Yoho Park, 

Class A D, Hewgill Edwin Kerr Trophy 
Glass B B, McKnight Jean Sharp Memorial Trophy 
Class C D. Phelps 
Class D D. King 
Class E D. Higgins 
Class F D. Phelps 
Best Picture in Competition D. King 

Damn Downhill; The Damn Downhill, due to lack of suitable 
weather conditions, attracted a minimum of entrants. As a 
result, the participants, approximately one per class-,-were 
given the awards on the basis of their entry, not for their 
competitive skiing ability. The Steeplechase was npt run 
this year for the same reason,. 
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G R A D N E W S 
NORTH AMERICA 
TERR* BROWN & TOVA (MQNSEN) were married last spring; they 
have taken up residence in Boston where Terry is at M.I.T. 
JENNY CLOSE is residing in gay Montreal, and is planning 
a trip to Europe. MURRAY WHETTER spent the summer skiing 
on Kitimat's mountain slopes. Is wording, too, FRED 
VERMEULEN is working at the University of Alberta, Edmon
ton - weekends in the Roekies11 DICK DALY - from Canada's 
beautiful B,C. Sunshine (?) Coast, to its blizzardly cold 
northlands, to Mexico's sun, and on to Europe's -ski-trails, 
PARKER WILLIAMS is also working in Edmonton, then to Ger
many? ROBIN LEECHis marrying Alice Pajffte, a lady geolo
gist, on Dec„l9; he's also working on his Master Degree 
in Entomology at the University of Alberta. ANN PREVOST 
is going to Photographic School in San Francisco. MARY 
SHAKESPEARE - after two years nursing in San Francisco 
is heading back to campus - there. JACK BOULDING is in 
Campbell River running a fishing lodge. He is also tha 
proud father of a daughter, LARRY KENNEDY was seen ski
ing in the Rockies last Christmas. REG WILDE skiing in 
a "wilde" manner broke his leg last February on a Nelson 
ski hill. KEN MACKENZIE - What! No Beard? Both KQH and 
STELLA BARBOUR have entered Medicine at U.B.C. MARION 
GARDINER is "socializing" or working in Vancouver. 
JUANITA COWELL is home from gay journeying in Europe 
with SUE TATUM, and is working for B.C.Hydro. CARMAN 
SMITH & BARB (WHITAKER) were married this May and are 
living in Barrier near Kamloops'and enjoying the pleas
ures of Interior living, i.e. Tod Mountain at their door
step! GAIL ROBINSON & CAROL RUSSEL are having a rough 
scholastic year in Education at U„B 0C 0 DEAN GOARD -
Deano is working in Vancouver,is often seen participa
ting on VOC activities. DICK CULBERT has returned to 
U.B.G. to Grad Studies (climbing in disguise). His 
book fiMJ4e to the Coast Range is near publication. 
BOB KERSEY is in second year dentistry at McGill, spend
ing, his weekends in the Laurentians. JOHN PRINGLE is 
back in Chalk River after taking out every VOC girl he 
knew-'-OH his. way across Canada last 'summer. BYRON 
OLSON & JANE(MUSKETT) were married in August and are 
spending a year in Trail making a few sheckles before 
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heading off to Sweden. KEN HUNT after four years is back 
from Scotland with a Scottish wife. IEJETH CHILCOTT is now 
Mrs. Charles Wark. ''WOODY" DAVE RICHARDSON is married -
to a non-skier! DR. BILL SMITHERINGALE {& family) are now 
living at St. John's NFLD. where he is in the geology de
partment at the new Memorial University. 

AFRICA 
DENNIS HQLDEN & ANN (MOBTQPp were married this fall and 
will soon be off to Nigeria. CATHY FlNLEf is working with 
CUSO for two yearsvt She"s teaching science to the Ibos 
of Eastern Nigeria. WENDY SUTTON who spent 3 years in 
Vancouver after teaching in Pakistan has now gone to 
Tanganyika to teach; she met up with JOHN D I C K M A R Y 
(KAFFKA) for a trip. John and Mary are in Tanganyika 
for two years with CUSO. 

THE ANTIPODES 
CHRIS & PETER REID & FAMILY are. in Duneden, New Zealand. 
Peter will be teaching geology at the University in ~ 
Dunedin. TOM WIDDOWSON is presently at the University 
of Auckland NZ D, and will soon be on his way to Melbourne 
University, Australia, KIM DEAN & GILL (BROATCH) were 
married this summer and are on their way to the land of 
the "Kiwis" at the beginning of December. BRUCE & DIANE 
WARD & FAMILY are leaving New Zealand after 3 years, and 
wending their way home via the Orient, east and west 
Europe. ROBIN CLARKE is leaving Australia and making 
his way back to B.C. probably via Japan. MRa & MRS* 
JERRY VAN TETS are continuing in Zoology at the National 
University, Canberra, Australia. ROY HYNDMAN is working 
at the National University, Canberra, Australia^ but 
seems to be spending most of his time "tripping" around 
"Aussie Land"„ NICK CLOSE after a year in Melbourne, 
Australia, is planning a trip to the "outback" and then 
moving on to India and scootering to Europe. RIC SEBAS
TIAN will soon be off for a trip "Down Under**. 

THE. EAR EAST 
HU NAYLOR is back in Vancouver after 2 years "roaming 
o'er distant lands,' and now he 5s contemplating another 
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visit to Nepal. DAVE KENNEDY & LINDA (CAMPBELL-BROWN) 
have spent the past year becoming fluent in Hindi and 
entertaining wandering VOCers. They are now working 
in the Christian Hospital, Ratlam, India. We would 
like to extend a word of congratulations to the members 
of the CANADIAN HIMALAYAN EXPEDITION - for more details 
read on. 

EUROPE 
STU & ANN FALL after a successful winter's skiing in 
Europe have decided to stay an additional year in Eng
land; HAL ERDSVIC, DICK STREET HEIKO SOCHER & PAT 
DUFFY were all in Innsbruck during the 1964 Winter 
Olympics. JOHN FAIRLEY - after devious methods of 
persuasion, took a trip to Europe to try out skiing 
in snowless areas. He also visited ED KER, VOCers 
benefactor in Scotland, BRIAN SCARFE is in his second 
year of economics at Oxford University after spending 
the summer with his brother in Greece on a monument, 
or a "monumental crawl". 

CHRISTMAS SKI TRIPS 

KOKANEE CHRISTMAS 1963 
Dec./Jan. Parker Williams 

Peter Benson 

The morning of Dec. 27 found our party; Parker 
Williams (leader), Tove Monsen (now Brown), <Ann Morton 
(new Ho-ld^n)r Mary Ka-ffka (now Dick), Judy Kaffka, 
Terry*ftrown, Dennis frG-iden, John Dick, and Peter Benson 
at ther junction of the mining road along Kokanee Creek 
and the Nelson-Creston Highway (10 miles east of Nel
son). Our objective, the Slocan cabin, Kokanee Park, 
was reached after a 3-hour, 8 mile tow, courtesy of 
Mr. Kosiangic (Nelson), an afternoon on foot, a night5s 
bivouac at Gibson Lake, and... Next morning we con
tinued the climb up to Kokanee Lake. After crossing 
the lake and going over the ridge on the right hand 
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side of the valley we reached the cabin by about 2:00 p.m. 
(See #2) 

We found the cabin comfortably warm and suitable for 
twelve people. The john deserves comment: we felt that it 
was designed for use in the Inquisition. Walls of canvas hid 
a wooden framed object with a central roof beam from which 
was suspended a single, sllhg of old rope* The procedure-was 
to reaph in and jjrasp the ropev turn about and place the arms 
through tjfie sling, swing back dizzily over the pit, and hang 
terrorized for as short a time as possible. Disengaging one
self was even more dangerous. 

On Dec. 29 we climbed the Battleship for our long-await
ed chance to ski the powder. The north side was a sunless 
slope "warmed" by an extremely bitter wind. On the evening 
of the 29th, Roy King joined our party. 

The following day we went over to the Kokanee Glacier 
via the Saddle. This glacier offered the best skiing in the 
area, and was readily accessible from the cabin. 

On New Year's Eve we decorated our New Year's Tree with 
ornamented eggs. A contest was held for the best egg design 
which Roy won with his rendition of a swan. Dennis took the 
booby prize for the trip with his conglomeration of "egg and 
pancake scramble" which he served to us as breakfast. 

Then came the clouds and snow: Ann, Tove, Terry and 
Dennis departed leaving the rest of us to our toboggan rides. 
Judy dropped both legs into the snow while travelling at«20 
m.p.h. and damaged both knees quite badly. Parker skiied out 
to Nelson the next day for a helicopter which arrived $Me 
same afternoon, thanks to a break in the weather. 

On Saturday the 5th, the four remaining souls - Mary, 
John, Parker and Roy left the Slocan cabin for Nelson, ar
riving 12 hours and many trails later. (See #3). 

For others planning a trip into this area, several es
sentials are in order: 
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1. fly supplies in by helicopter from Nelson. 
2. plan on a two day trip in, although it can be done 

in one. 
3. make sure someone is familiar with the area - it is 

very rugged country. 
4. the skiing is excellent, but be in good condition. 
5. helicopter rates: .$75 per trip for 2 people, or 

$100 for 650 lbs. (Okanagan Helicopters, Nelson, 
kindly charged us $50.) 

6. cabin reservation: Mrs. Helen Butling, Secretary, 
Kootenay Sec. A.C.C, Nelson, B.C. 

BRALORNE 1963 
Dec./Jan. Jim Fowler 

On Boxing Day, Axel Kellner, Leslie Stacey, John Ham 
ilton, Jim Fowler, Dave Hardie, Oz Austin, Bruce McKnight, 
Andy Zoltay, Betty Dishaw, Jim Whittaker, Alice Purdy, 
Denton Hewgill, Marilyn Young and Florence Thompson left 
for Bralorne, 300 miles N.E. $f Vancouver. 

At dawn on the 27th, we left for the cabin at McGil-
lvary Pass (12 miles). Willie Kleinschrot, our 16 year 
old guide, led us to believe that the hike took 3 hours... 
nine hours and innumerable blisters later we arrived at 
the cabin* When unpacking, Axel discovered a tenpound 
doorstop in his pack. 0. .^eems iiis pack was a little heavy. 

For the majority of our trip, the weatherwas good 
and the-skiing was excellent. We skiied mainly on four 
runs.. The west facing runs included: Mt. Royal - dir-
eatiy &as* of t-lw sabin^ with a 4000' vertical drop and 
Mt, McGillvary south and east of the cabin with about a 
4500° vertical drop0 the east-facing runs included: 
a ridge directly west of the cabin with a vertical drop 
of about 2500s-3000s (mainly old avalanche runs through 
the trees), and the tow hill which was very steep with 
a vertical drop of about 200 c

o There was also good 
skiiitg at a group of 10,000° peaks situated, south of 
the cabin towards McGillvary Pass and then westwards 

During our investigations of these runs, smooth par
allel turns were rare. Our excuse was that Willie's 
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dogs kept jumping on the heels of our skis, causing unweight-
ing difficulties. Oz's spectacular falls were surpassed only 
by McKnight's, one of which required about ten minutes' exca
vation to get him out. 

After ten days of powder snow skiing, our .holidays were 
over and we were forced to depart — t h i s time leaving behind 
a ten pound doorstop. A delicious supper and party awaited 
us in Bralorne, courtesy of the Thompsons. 

MOUNT TOP SKI TRIP 
Jan.1-Jan.5/64 Hart Pfortmueller 

Our happy group, still recuperating from the previous 
night's party at the Seymour Cabin, assembled and left Van
couver on the morning of January 1st: We packed ourselves 
and our essentials into three cars. Car #1, alias, "the 'Mon
ster" contained Ann Pope, Reiner Rothe, Rudi Rothe, Lorraine 
Aldred and Gerhard Pfortmueller. Car #2, alias "the Squash-
box", with driver Carolyn ("everything is under control") 
Young,bottled up the following back-seat drivers: Hart 
Pfortmueller, Dave (Torch) Zimich, Sue Parrott and Henning 
Freybe. The third car was nothing less than a cool (cold?) 
TR 3 which was controlled (?) by none other than George 
(Speedy Gonzales) Railton. 

Upon arrival in the Kamloops area we did a bit of search
ing, interrogation of locals, more searching, and finally-the 
K.O.C. (Kamloops Outdoor Club) cabin was located. Situated 
on Heffley Lake, the cabin is only eight miles from the ski 
area via an excellent but icy road. (Chains are highly ad
visable. ) 

The next few days followed a certain pattern. In the wee 
hours of the morning we were gently lured jfrom our sleep by 
Dave's monstrosity of an alarm clock. A necessary evil, I 
suppose. Following this, there was the usual squirming and 
pushing and grabbing and cursing ... ad infinitum as we 
changed into long Johns and assorted ski wear within the .con
fines of our sleeping bags. Breakfast was prepared by the 
fair sex and consisted of no less than three varieties of 
mush -- watery, burnt and sticky — plus assorted tid bits 
of toast, jam and coffee. While the boys washed the break-
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fast dishes, the girls prepared lunches. Upon completion 
of this task, usually-by-8-o'clock, we struggled up the 
steep trail to the parking lot and half an hour later we 
were at the bottom of the Tod Mt. chairlift. The elevat
ion at the top ef the chairlift was 7,000 ft. and from 
this point we tried our skill on the Chief, the West 
Ridge Run (2 mi.), the Chair Run (1J£ mi.) and the Five 
Mile Run. By 4:00 p.m. the skiing was finished for an
other day, and we wearily made our way back to the cabin 
as darkness spread its coat over mountains and valleys. 
The early evening activities consisted of heating the cab
in and preparing dinner. Afterwards, everyone lapsed into 
more recreational activities which were culminated with a 
rpusing sing-song before lights out. 

One day followed another, and soon it was time to 
return home again. 

WHISTLER MOUNTAIN PROJECT 

WHISTLER MOUNTAIN SKI DEVELOPMENT 
Charlie Daughney 

V.O.C. has long been familiar with Garibaldi Park, 
especially familiar with the area surrounding; Garibaldi 
Lake, The beauty of this park, through all seasons of 
the year, is unchallenged by any other area. In the 
northern region of the park, a new highway etches the 
rugged Cheakamus Valley, and if we were to follow this 
highway north of Garibaldi Station, we wpuld soon en^ 
counter a chain of small lakes — a quiet valley shielded 
by peaks on both sides. We could see Mt. London and Mt. 
Wedge, the highest point in Garibaldi Park. 

Soon there will be no Mt. London. This particular 
region of the park will be renamed Whistler Mountain 
and, if properly developed, will be set aside for special 
fame ars-a- ski resort. It should compare favourably with 
the Reveler Motnrtain ski resorts and will definitely replace 
th?••Ntyrt'fc-•Shore•i»wnrt«Tirsr'for-"loea-l ski enthusiasts. At 
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present, the plan is for a two stage sedan lift and a network 
of shorter tows. The required funds have already been collect
ed, but the development must await the completion of a new 
highway and this is not expected until the coming spring. 

Why is all of this of interest to V.O.C? 

V.O.C is watching the skiing on Mt. Seymour deteriorate 
each winter with the increasing crowds and the limited ski 
development. We also see the role of our club cabin becoming 
distorted. For example, it is no longer a ski cabin. Instead 
members tend to drive right up to the ski lift in the early 
morning (a drive which was impossible when the cabin was built I) 
and to leave at night never having set foot irt the cabin. The 
comradeship of an evening before and after a day of skiing is 
a void in present V.O.C. Finally, we find that Mt. Seymour 
is inadequate as an area for ski touring, for hiking, or for 
mountaineering. These are the most important activities of an 
outdoor club such as V.O.C. 

It has been proposed that a cabin near the Whistler 
Mountain ski development would solve these problems. The 
possibilities for lift skiing have already been outlined. The 
seventy-five mile trip from Vancouver to Whistler Mt. would 
entice more members to make use of the cabin. But most im
portant, the area immediately behind Whistler Mt. would present 
spectacular opportunities for touring and hiking. This area 
consists of Cheakamus Lake (slightly smaller than Garibaldi 
Lake) and an encircling ring of more than a dozen interesting 
mountain peaks. 

However, before such a proposal can be presented to the 
members of V.O.C, its feasibility must be examined. This 
investigation was actually begun last spring when the-club 
explored the possibilities of obtaining a suitable cabin site. 
It was found that most of the available land had been bought 
by ski enthusiasts and real estate speculators; but if V.O.C 
is willing to have a cabin which is a short walk from the 
highway, the land, strangely enough0 is not so eagerly sought. 
Throughout these investigations we have received sympathetic 
assistance from Don McLaurin of the Forest Service and George 
Vtfilson of the Land Office. With this support, we should be 
able to obtain a cabin site in the near future. The design 
and construction of a cabin are made feasible by our own 
architect, Byron Olson, and through our large, enthusiastic 
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club membership. 

If feasible, such a project would greatly enhance 
V.O.C. both in the increased potential of the club once the 
cabin was built, and in the inevitable increase of club 
morale during the construction period. 

"WHISTLER1* RECONNAISSANCE 
January 25-26, 1964 Murray Whetter 

Late in January, Cathy Finley, Alan Whetter, John 
Pringle, and Murray Whetter made a reconnaissance trip up 
"Whistler" Mountain, in order to familiarize ourselves with 
the area. We drove to Squamish and from there took the 
train to Jordan's Lodge, midway between Alpha and Nita Lakes. 
After passing through the Jordan Lodge property, we followed 
the new highway south-west for half a mile and then cut off 
into the road leading up to the P.G.E. microwave station. 
Here we camped for the night, setting off the next morning 
for the peak of "Whistler." 

The first part was fairly flat going with lots of cross 
ridges up to about 5400 ft., at which point we started to 
climb some fairly steep open slopes. We crossed two flat 
benches to the base of the final peak, finding our warm 
weather replaced by a biting wind. We cached our skis at 
6700 ft. and climbed the last 500 ft. up the hard wind-
packed snow and bits of exposed rock. Standing there, we 
surveyed a sight to move any man, a complete panorama of 
mountains was etched in ice against a blue backdrop of sky. 

After a hurried bite of frozen apple and a piece of 
chocolate we descended to the skis. The run was fun, with 
the first bench providing good hard snow and the lower slope 
covered in light powder. About half an hour from the micro
wave station, we met Ann Provost, Bill Tupper, Karl Ricker, 
and Nina Locke. They turned back with us to camp, where 
Dean Goard had thoughtfully brewed some hot soup. We pack
ed our gear and schussed the road for one hilarious hour be
fore catching the train back to Vancouver. 
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"BEHIND" THE TUSK 
Photo: Ann Charlton 

"WHISTLER" MOUNTAIN REGION 
Tour Area on Left — Ski Development to Right 

Photo: Karl Ricker 


