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For Julian Harrison

l,Jith Julj,an l{arrison on the North Face of Pilkington,

the Canadian Rockies in ’76,

two pitches to go on this run io the stars,

seeing Julian’s axe move outv¡ards and imtards

one rope length above. then the pellets of ice

rocketing dow, do\m on ny helmeh and striking my hands,

thinking, "l’Jhat the hell is he doing?"

Àrd the pellets still cme, bullets of ice and me

pressed into tire slope, shouting, "Jesus Christ Julian,

what the heLl !s going on?" finaÌLy i:he cry "Off belayl"

storming the face like a madman in snov,

then hitting the ice, brittle and blue. and the tvo

screlJs Ìike the e!¡es of an idoL, staring ne

straighL in the face at his station,

ihat disarming, irreprcssible grin.

"l,Jell I knerv if I didn’’. take over the }ead

you’d never put !n a belay," and he laughed-

Thet was his way; he made you feel tall,
and that v/as the first new route for us both.

ft vJas like that again on the Kain Face of Robson’

late in the day, and the sun like a stone

sone giânt cast ouL of the fire and into the sky,

ice runnrng the fâce like rain in a furnace;

I vJould’ve gone dow, would’ve kept going,

but he said, "Look at thal face,

one sLip end you’re gone."

so wc bivied thai night at the top of the Kain,

uhat a night - Redekop, Harrison. Spouge and me,

nursing the night in a.cave in the ice,
noL one w!-nk oí sleeP.

retreating next day do!¡n the still rotten ice,
over the Dome, and on, to Resplendent.

the creeks were lrrongi;

they said it vas best to die YÕwg;

die r¡hen you’re noving¡ up’on your feet.
not like an old mn vilhout any teeth.
Even o1d Honer wanted Hector to die.
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Ànd he was something like ltecLor/ my friend,
one on one with Àchilfes he \qould itave lost out,
not even come close; but you knew he vras wiser,
stronger inside. able to judge the width and the breadth,
balance Lhe scales- He \venL his olm way,

and rqas strong when he l¡anted,

(Following do!¡n the trail from Siï Donald,

knees creaking like hinges left out in the raih,
and one Ìone hiker out on the traif said,
"I sarq hin go by half an hour ago").

So much nore one could tell,
rant at the skies for the ghastly injustice.
someone v¡ho had too much lefi for us all -
reading my poen, out in the Selkirks,
Hith Baldwin and Jean, stuck in a stom;
or that horribl,e drenching on Mæquan with tlary;
the rides to the Rockies¡ and a couple of routes.

!.Jhat can you say \rhen it al-Ì goes down?

On the valley floor the cold wind beats
on the weary hopes of the marching few.

beats without meaning, or trui-h, or joy,
and cold lights blink in the void, and die.
Sometines like them f feet lost in the fog -
I4here have you been? What have you cìone?

And the days drag by and the voice still cones,
-Idhere have l¡ou been and lrhat itave you done?

But yet there were days no darkness shades,
qe got out of the valley and onto the heights,
days of triunph cut from the r!’ind,

Hhen the fog rolled back and the sun burst through;
and qe had someth˝ng no one coul,d touch -
a time carved out from tlìe GoÌden Àge -

for I had a friend once, I had a friend.,..

Julian Ilarrison he].d a nrunber of executivc ôffices in thc voc and was pres-
ident of the club during the ¡:ivotal years from 1973 to 1974. rt lras clur-
ing his tem as president that the club decidecl to dj-vest itsclf of the
trfhistler cabin; there is a kincl Õf grim irony in the fact that one of the
huts built from the proceeds of that decision should nor¡ bear his nane.
IIe vas an individual of great enthusiasn and unquenchable cheerfulness,
and during his years in the VOC the momtaineering side of Lhe club Has
cxceptionally strong¡ extending thc cxploratory tradition and clj.nrbing
mny of the big peaks of the Coastal and Interior Ranses.

Bruce Fairley
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PRESIDENT¡S I.IESSAGE

It’s been another active year for the VOC, sith its continuing large

merìbership and enthusiastic turnouts for trj-ps ancì social events- I’ve had

the good fortune to be prestdent durinq this very busy year; and looking

back over 1983, ˝ts been a year v¡hich has seen a great inflw of new ideas

and projects. ¡l club’s activity is defined by rnore than just high parf:ici-

pation on trips, it’s also wh�n the club asserts its orm identity; a re-

fl.ection of its active nembership. oÌd Tïaditions fade away (ask any nett

m�nber how to do the Salty Dcg Rag) ’ and new activities are begun, which in

t˝me becone traditiôns thenselves. Thj-s year viLl probably see the first

of many Spring ski camps at the new Harrison Hut.

The voc continued the tine proven re-ir’ves-æent of the club resources

into cabins- The latest in the current series of alpine huts to be built

ms the Iiarrison Hut, naned àfter Julian Harrison (President 1973-74) who

Has tragieafly killed in an avalanche last spring. The hut was bu˝It dur-

ing Thanksgiving t¡eekend¡ and has established a standard of efficiency and

organization for future hut construction. the search for the next hut loca-

tio continued th.is year. lts construction vill probably take place in

1985, delayed a year so that the Bre\e Hut can-be rebuilt first. The neat

disaster at Bre\" drove home the need for the VoC to be very careful in
selectin+sites for alpine huts. The BreH Hut, located in a heavy sno!¡

accmulation area, \øas nearly crEshed by snos loeding and was only saved by

a nurber of VCC’ers lqho persisted in keeping th� hut dug out over the

\dinter- one neasure- of the quatity of ª club is ìlow well it bears its
responsibilities/ and the VOC has carried the Brew tlut problen wel1. these

alplne huts wilJ- prove t’o be a valuabl"e resource in the future, especially

as it becomes increasingly difficult to book space ˝n oLher óabins for
christnas trips.

th˚ Ski cuicie !.’i1l also be a valuable resource for i:he club, lrcth

financially and as a source of trip infomation. The first edition m-
couragecì a greater variety of ski trips this wínter and ldas a financial
success. lt sc¡lcì out by November, six months after being printed.

One of -"he continuing benefits of the vOC is its success in bringing

together a very diterse group of people into ân Œnvi¸oment uhere basic

hmn values are appf eciated. æd lif eLjme f riendships are comon i Hhere

Feople noi: only develop their courage elimbing, but also the couragE to do

uhª! thev l¡elieve is rj,ght, to face the iuture confidently and tq choose

’-heir onn j.ndividual tifestyles- The Voc’s the ì’Right S¨uff".

Jaf Page
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JOURNÀL EDI ts løisÀGE

. After tetling a non-voc’er about this thing I was pÙttinq together

and listening to her repeated coment: "l’m ilazed you get any articles at

alll", I started thinking. It was 5 days after the deadline, I had 33

årticles and they were stitl pouring in- By the end I had 51" Yes¡

voc’ers are an mzing bunch : Thanks everyone .

Deborah, desPite your wildesl fears, absolutely rc changes were made

to your article - it didn’t need any:

So what’s it like beirig the Journal Editor? t’Jell--’ for a short

p�riod of time it’s a 1ot of work. But there are some benr:fits- Reading

each article written in the author’s om handwriting has made the Journal

c@e alive to ne in a very special, hman way- À little of �veryone’s

personality rqas revealed in their handwriting in a way that can’t be

shom j-n type. I have thoroughly enjoyed reading everybody’s articles

—d I hope that you do too I

I would like to thank everyone Hho took the time to help me: Àu.lrey,

steve, À¡ita. Paula, Rosalind, Shane and Dave. Your help rcas very much

appreciated.
fi’hile I’n thanking people I tuould also lil(e to extend the sme.to

the people at Coast Motlain, Sigge’s, t’t.E.C. anct l’lest Poj-nt uho continue

to supl—rt this publication.

Lei’s keep having fu in the mountains:

—o.rU¡e
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GRÀD ¡˝EfdS

Mary Macl,ean

Lue Rob�rge is at l˚vaf doing Forestry but is thinking of returning
to U.B.C.

Terry Chow and Heather Gra¡il have returned from Nelson to study
?orestry at U.B.C.

À1 Knutson is back at U.B.C. to do his Masters in Civil Engineering.
Steve Coonbes is working as a geologist at Harrison Lake

Bruce Fairley j-s back in 2nd year I¿w at U.B.C.

ÀÌan Dibb —d Hatj.a Nitins got mrried in October .83 - Alan is
finishing his Geology degree this year ild tfaria is in lst year Hed school.

John Baldwin is still working at his Engineering job at U-8.C. and is
r@oured to be designing cruise missiles for the U.S. Navy:

Je— Heinenan is in 2nd year Art School at Enily Carr.
Berni Claus was last seen in town looking for work at MEC.

!¡aynŁ Nagata and Sharon Priest got mrried last year and are living
in Colorado.

I�on K. is still in Alaska.

Grahil Un.derhilt is back at U.B.C. in 5th year Ed.

Audrey Pearson graduated (finally) but is stitl kicking around-
.George Fulton is ]˝ving in a cabin sonewhere near euebec City ad is

supposedly coning back for a big ski trip in the spring.
Mark Barl-ey finished his phD (in Chemistty) this sumer and is now

I—stdoc’ing at the University of North carolina where he is being ’happily’
dragged aromd the bush - in the rain.

Delwyn Snith is in tom looking for acting jobs-

Susan Hollenburg ød David wong are travelling in East.Asia for a

year before coning back to Med school.

Cathy Wong is working as a physiotherapist at c-F. Strong in
Væcouver,

l"lore grad news courtesy of John pringl-e:

Ken (Pinetree) Macl(enzie and his family have moved to tJinnipeg, where

K˚n is teaching paræedicsi they abandoned their house in Squamish to the
¨ender mercies of John Pringle who promptly used-iL to play host. to a

Þst anazing rabble at Halloween.

Lynn (Morton) and colin creen produced another offspring (Nicholas)

this year, but Dmcan and Norah Etches did not; with Lhe score at four,
t]le Latter appear to have adapted to those long dark Hinters up in
¡tazelton.

Some of the moTe peripatetic grads reI—rted in brief).y: Joh¡ Ricker
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helped sith the songbook early in the year’ then disappeared again’ and aL

1âst report was geologizing in chinatom. Sheila McMeekin retains her

âpartment in vancouver, but keeps moving from house to llouse - in Toronto,

vhere she does chem.istry ior ontario Hydro.

SOCIÀL EIENTS

lfary I’fac]-ean

Tlle Slmer Reunion Party was hostecl by John and Leisbet Croockewit

vrhere everyone enjoyed relating \tllat they did for sumel vacation (those of

us who had one:) Lonqhíke, oct. 1-2, at lr-hj-stter cairin brought out about

120 new and old members for rock schools, hiking, spaghettidinner and

darciÌ1g. The llallowe’en Party was held at John Pringle’s (the sultan)

beautiful home in Squilish (thanks John:) where such characters as the

lncredible ltu1k, a pair of dice (costme contest winnersj) and a friend (or

was i,¨ an —geI?) carved pmpkins and caroused ti]l late in the night’

Plans for hiking the next morning \tere patlletically alrandoned due to a

slighL do\,,npour. îhe end of classes in December vras cefebrated first by a

¡lanning pârk Bus Trip through Sigge’s folloued by a Christmas Party, Santa

incLuded, at the PRCC on the 17th. T’wo Skating Parties - one in November

and one in January haC great turnouLs - hockey with 30 people on the ice

prove.l ta be o,lite interesting (and a Iot oí funl) P\zza ai Àlexis caÞFed

off the evening nicell’ on both occasions. Events yeL Lo come: the After-

Chrisi:mas Party wilÌ I¡e at ny house a-L the end of January, another bus

irip to ¡lanning in the spr.ing, and, oí cours�¿ the Ànnuaf Bæquet o¡1

ì.Iarciì 10th. Tìris year ii Hill be ai Cecil Green Park with guest slrealier

Glenn !¡ocds!,,orih of the GSC. -4rJritious sorts ri1l nÕ doubt atL˚mplL enoLher

Vedder P.rver Run the ncrning following Lhe b¿nqu˚t-

1’ha¡ks to all ldiro helPed oui- during the year:



A,WARDS

Darlene Ànderson

Each year at the banquet, a few outstanding nembers are recognized for

their talents by being presented witlì an "arsard"- The folloving lucky in-

dividuals received these traditional awards at lasL year’s banquet:

The Broken Board Award \tent to Pat trlacl,achlân for bouncing

Lhe only cheque Lhat Year.

The IØving Cup lJas \{on by Bruce Blackvell and Paula Burgerjon’

À Goon eward, a net for chasing after "bmnies" was presented to

crahan Underhill by Jean Heineman (ed’ note: it aPpears to

have workedl )

However, Pat Maclachlan redeemed himself by winning the Frank Koch

avard for tle best photo overall in the annual- slide sho\d contest’

The nost prestlgious awards presented tlrat evening uere the SILVER

PIN AWARDS won by Paul Phillips and I˘on Kolankiewicz (although l’eon Has

not there to receive his). Congratulations:

silver Pin Awards

Silver pin asards are given to those club nembers who have contributed

their tine and energy to the c1ub, "above and beyond the call of duty."

This arqard was instituted in 1950 and since then approximately 50 peoPle

have won it. An updated list of the recipients is presented belov. lt

was conpiled fron records in past VOc JournâLs and therefore may not be

complete.

19 50-54

!v tlalling
Dick l,azenby

Fred Bennet

-:t - Nick Hudak

À1 Hall
Frank ¡lartin
Harry Snith

Shirley TaYlor

Jac,< Lrntot
Harg Norris

’ ,.-FŁter Girling
FaY Dobson

Pat Duffy f955

Sylvia Leddingham 1955

Jam Dennofme fY)Þ

Dave Kenneoy t9) t

Lev¡ l4oir L957

Beth chilcott 1958

À1 Smith 1958

KarI Ricker 1959

Art wootton 1959

Caman Smith 1960

Robin Clarke 1961

Jôhn Pringle 1961

Brucc f,¡ard 19bI

Byron Olson 1962

Dean Goard 1963

Dick Culbert 1963

Ian Stirli,ng 1964

Doug tlarvey-Smith

JOhN KIVETT

Sev lleilberg

John Riddington



carole Russel

Roland Burton

Peter Thonpson

Dave wingate

!es f{atson

Chris ¡lcNei11

Marilyn Rode

l"loira Lemon

Gold Pin Àwards

Gold pin a\r’ards are given to those club nembers who not only have de-

voted nuch of their iiæe, over a nmber of years/ to the voc’ bu¨ have

also done some fom of outstanding work íor the club. fn fact, this award

can only be given after a vote at a general meeting has approved it.

Since 1950, four people have won this prestigious a!"ard and they are

listed below.

Ron Leslie, CLub Treasurer 1950 - building the selmour cabin.

Karl Ricker and Byron Olson 1966 - planning, designing and

building the ifnistler cabin.

Ro1and Burton 1970 - planning and building the Burton hut.

1965

L961

196 I
19 69

1969

r91 4

I97 4

19-15

Rob Boyce L977

Julie Ouron L9’77

Berni Claus 19’11

Helen Lemon 1978

Peter Jordon 1978

Paul- Phillips 1983

I-eonKolankie!,’icz 1983
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SPRING 1983

BTRKENHEAD }IOUNTÀˇN

Al-an Dibb Februâry 1983

Johnrs plan fÕr a nore or less direct ascent of Birkenhead fron the

¡licrovave tower was abandoned - yourll see why ì,f you go there yourself -
and we decided to head around the west side.

Our rather late start prevented us from getting too far beyond the
n.icrowave, but any further trevel would have been doqnhill rqhich would have

meant skiing uphill with our packs to get out the next day. On Sunday we

dropped way down to gain the snout of the nain glacier and continued into
a high cirque, ringed by sharÞ rocky peaks, the highest of \rhich vas

Birkenhead.

By now the weather was closing in. and as we stood at â co1 a coupì_e

of hundred feet beloi{ the top, (according to the map) v¡e could barely nake

out the tips of our skis. No sooner had Maria and I descended to the
glacier, skiing the steepest sections in total wh.iteout, than it began to
clear up. Not only could Graham. John. and Jean then see the peak/ but
they were afforded the luxury of partial visibility when it cile time to
ski dom.

Then began the race to get doM to the cars before dark. The ski dom

the road vas exceedingly fast, although most of us needed to apply some

measure of braking power at leest once in a rqhile. I thinl< !¡e even mde
it dorm in tine for a stop at Phils’ Drive-ln.

(Route map in Ski Guide, ed- 2)

Participants:
John Baldwin

Jean l{einemn

Grahem Underhill

Mike Brett February 1983

Ì’!ark Barleyrs car driven over 40 miles on dirt road? Can it be true?
Just ask t4ark. He can’t speak thouqh, because he is bound and gagged in
thŒ back seat-

on this abysmal Thursday in February, 7 skiers iqith lacklustre en-

thusiasm are driving up Lhe 1ong, dirt road access to the Mt. f{ashington

ski resort¡ near Courtenay. Objective? l’lt. Àlbert Edward on Forbidden

Pl-ateau- t¡eather? l.lurricane Bertha is bl-asting a big ane on the island.
Route? "I guess we just head thattå wa:/". IJuts? l,¡e’ll carry a couple

of tents-
I-eaving the parking lot of the ¡,1t. I,¡ashington resort, the well-

equipped backcountry tourers carefully negotiate the græmed, packed and

l’{aria Nitins
Àlan Dibb

MOAT LÀKE BOAT CLUB ¨1OB
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tracked trails of the "Paradise ponds Cross-Country" area- À careful com-

pass reacling is taken before we crash into the bush and break ì:hrough healY’

çet sno\{ heading south to Lake Helen ì’lackenzie, a lake I mile wide and only

3 miles away. À blind dope-head couldn’t niss this objective. one hour

1eter, 7 blind dope-heads realize that the 25 degrees of magnetic decli-

nation should probabfy be taken into accomt. Nomand, Bob æd I put our

heads together and make necessary direction correct˝ons. one lìour later,

there are 7 lost blind dope-heads’ I’le were 50 degrees off caurse, the

declinai-ion having been taken in the \drong direction: (dwlc eh?)

The first night was slent cilping by Lake IJeIen Mackenzie in a heavy

sno!,’siom. The next day damed bright and sunny and we lqere able to head

to Moai Lake, belotr t’ti:. Àlbert Edward. My God: Tha-" looks like e cal¡in

in the middle of the lake: Ii: is. Home of the Hoat Lake Boat club.

Luïurious/ huge, and fulÌ of old Playboy magazines. (even more important -
unlocked)

À comfortable evening \4es spent fighting over llark’s "sticky buns",

(1eft Lo the reader’s inagination) and preparing for the next days ascent

of À1ber! Edvard. lde rose at six in the morning to find a blizzard out-

side. so much snor¡ had fallen ovemight that only the top 3 inches of our

ski polcs çere leit protrudi.ng through ¨he snorq. So, unfortunatel\¡, our

third day !¡as spent digging our v/ay out of the cabin, dope-sloping,

digging our wal¡ into the cabin, etc.
l.Ìaturally our fourth and final day’ when we had’to leave, dav¡ned

bright and cIear. i’¡e did runage to find our way back in spite of Bob,

qho ì:ried valiantly to Lead us of! cliffs/ uP i:he vrong valleys¡ etc.

seriously, this area does have excellent ski potential.. and Ht.

ÀIbert llduard locks like a \lronCeríul ski ascenL- ThŒ Ì,1ôat Lake Boat Clrrb

Cabi¡. j.s privatel.y o\qned , but ivas unlocked when v¿e visited.
Participanis:
Eob trmerl¡

¡lornìand Fort-ier

Katnfe irousto¡l

Linde Breti

A1â!r Dibi)

Ross Baees

14ike ˚reLt

FebruarT 1983

5 dâvs tlidtem break

C¡ITÌJEDRAL LAXES PROVINCIAL PARJ(

i forqet vhere our nj-dtem, break trip uas originally supposed to Eo.

Sonelrirere up tou3rds pe˝ìlf,erton, I inagln�:, ˆnl^{a]ts, the da1’ before the

big breei. ii vas pourlng rail, about 1ooc, and more rein in the forecast,
and the o1-iìer leriicipants j.n our trip decided they rea11]¡ needed five
days Lo study eÀfter afi.. ¡or once my câr ilas runing reesonabiy łe1l,



I

and so we decided to head for the dry interior beft.
cathedral Lake prov.incial park is described in one of the guidebooks

as being the only area in canada where peaks above g¡o0o feet are snow]ess
.in swer. Às wetl , I knew from a geology course that the Cathedral peaks
are uique in that they somelìow escaped the ice ages. t.Je felt quite cer_
tain, (as we headed towards the desert torm of Keremeos), that \re at least
wouldn’t get rained on.

The ski in to our base canp at Quiniscoe Lake took about 5 hours; a
slow tine since the route in was at first a sheet of ice, and then in_
volved moderate trail breaking. Much to our amusement/ the giant snow cat
operated by the lodge becile stuck a short way from tlìe Àshnola Rj-ver road,
as did a second snow cat which had attempLed to ¡escue the fírst. Conse_
quently, we didn’t see ano¨her soul during ouï stay.

The traj-ls winding about the open sub_alpine forest were ideal for
nordic-type skiing; very reminiscent of the Lake o’Harâ area both in te¡-
tain and in scenery. The first couple days uere cloudy rrith some snowfall
an<ì so vre stayed largely on the trails _ to Glàcier Lake, tady Slipper
f-ake, Pyrm.id r,ake , Lake of the l.Joods ¡ and scouL Lake - and skied sone
runs during breal<s in the !¡eathe¡. sone of thc best runs \{ere fomd off
the ridge between cr-acier and Quiniscoe Lakes, on tìle north side. snow
conditions were excelfent in the treesi in exposecl locations extreme uind
scouring had taken place. Strong !¡inds up high seem to be the nom ilere.

on the fourth day the weather creered and l{e ski,ed a beauti˝ur tra-
verse from Red Mowtain over Qu˝niscoe Mountain, along part of Cathedraf
Ridge to Peak 8369, then dom steeply to clacier Lake. Fron the high
vantage points ve spotted a few nore suitable traverses, but. alas, ue
had run out of ti¡e.

On our last day we nade a quick trip up towards Coat Lake, for a look
at Lhe granite peaks !re’d read about in curbert¡s guide but had seen no
conclusive evidence of. Sure enough, the granite was there _ ille kind
that nakes you wish al-1 the snov¿ would melt and you coufd trade your
skis for a rope. Grimface l.jountain¡ the ¨1åcabra Tover, Denture Ridge.
À quick glance at the big faces, then it \ras tine to head back to camo
and back to the road -

The ski out, even though vre had to HaIk much of it, only took 2]:
hours. Cathedral Lakes park is, as you see¡ very accessrble_ This con_
bined with its unique scenic and climatic cilaracter make i-t an excell,ent
ski destination for those vith four or five or nore days, particularly
uhen torrential rains are peltinq the coast_
ParticiÞants:
Alân Darbl) Ì.faría N-i.Lil:s








































































































































































































































