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I

came

from

country of genocide ond holocoust to onother country of genocide ond

one

hoiocoust to offend the internotionol conference

history seemed

os present os

the current rociol violence

on o

diseose of

genocide ond holocoust. The NAZI

the dust thot pervodes eost Berlin. Thot history is ottempting to reoppeor in

ogoinst Turks ond other non Germonic people. In mony woys the teor of

rociol violence is not unlike the uneosiness of

stepping oft the plone in Ropid City, South Dokoto, driving

through the Texos Ponhondle or visiting certoin neighborhoods in Boston. I think thot is why 1 ultimotely
teit comtortoble in Berlin. There
ore,

otter oil,

os

Those of

"Americon"

us

who

ore

os

wos o

tomiiiority to potentiol rociol ottocks. Rociol hotred ond violence

opple pie.

Indion know ond understond thot

unlikely ond unexpected ploces. It

wos

thot truth thot led

us

we run

into other Indions in the most

to eot trybreod in Berlin. I orrived in Berlin

expecting thot reoily big wieners would be the only food in obundonce. Severoi of
of

meeting Jonet Dittmer,

Jonet

o womon

us

hod the fortune

from the Oneido Notion, who hos been living in Berlin tor 30

yeors.

orronged tor some of the Notive deiegotes from the conference ond the Lokoto donee troupe

touring Berlin to gother tor on evening of trybreod, pototo solod ond chicken, the very type of food
grondmother oiwoys cooked tor
of Peoce, tor our

picnics ot

powwows.

We went to

o

community center. The House

gothering. It's olmost impossible to write obout thot evening without resorting to

descriptive cliches but it
wonbli

our

my

wos true

(eogle) to lond tor

childhood memory

ot

on

ond honor songs come

o

thot the evening hod o mogic quolity. It wos such thot I expected o

visit. As I sot there listening to the Lokotos drumming ond singing,

o

unci (grondmother) who served os heod doncer tor some ot our powwows

to me. She oiwoys donced with o hotchet thot she would roise into the oir ot

oppropriote times in songs. Her movement with the hotchet oiwoys gove me shivers, mode me teei
very

strong ond grotetui to be Hunkpopo Lokoto (Indion).

By orronging the gothering, Jonet provided respite from the chollenges ond uncertointies ot

being

owoy

understond

from home, from Notive eorth ond oir. However, by the time 1 left Berlin, i begon to slowly
why she could live there tor 30 yeors. Severoi ot us stoyed in homes ot Beriiners. My hosts,

Winni ond Michoei, were exceptionolly sweet ond kind ond their monners were reminiscent ot the
troditionoi Lokoto protocol thot I leorned from my
I like to drink coffee in the
room.

evenings, so I found thot eoch night they left o corote ot fresh coffee in

Their uncompiicoted octs ot kindness ond

the world.

They mode

grondporents. Winni ond Michoei quickly ieoned thot

every

generosity

were

reossuring thot humonity remoins in

effort to be considerote ond sensitive to

surpossed my initiol preference tor the neutrolity ot

o

hotel

room.

my

my

needs ond hobits. Thot

I don't think It is easy for Native people to travel in official capacities outside of North America unless
are in a

more.

Fortunately there were several Indian people attending the conference and there should have been

group.

All of

we

together provided a cultural shield and to some

us

conference. We
among 15,000

picked

a

extent

we

created

a

mini-nation

certain stairway to gather daily, designated the Indian steps,

dele^tes to the conference. And from there we ventured

Indian camaraderie

in

Berlin

was as

get together. My experiences in Berlin

were

fun

as summer

good

ones

nights at

because I

was

into the

so we

on

the

could find

steps of the
one

another

nights of Berlin.

powwows or

anytime Indian people

able to laugh with other Indian people. I

completely trusted in Tunkasila (the grandfather) to help make my experiences safe and good. Tunkasila provided
me
are

with

more

than that. I strongly believe that many of our Native people who are HIV
positive or living

teachers for all Native people and several serve as
my role

In

reading

out of the IXth

newspapers in

the San Francisco Bay Area,

International Conference

on

models for spiritual understanding and practice.

one gets

AIDS is the disruptions

heart and soul of all AIDS activism. But the real

nevi^ is

with AIDS

the impression that the only news coming

by ACT-UP pretending that they represent the

that Alaska Soto from the Native and

Indigenous AIDS

Network (NIAN) addressed the closing plenary

with

reflected the continued frustration and efforts

by Native people to be serious participants in the international

arena

Indian

of HIV and AIDS. Our statement was

Community House

violence

in

a

reading of the group statement from NIAN. The statement

strong, forthright and proudly delivered by Alaska from the American

New York. It appears that

we were

the only group to directly address the racial

against Turks in Germany and the only group to explicitly

express solidarity with them and to ask the
German people to end racial violence. Our statement had ceremony, truth and the
simple recognition that HIV and
AIDS is not just a health issue but one that Impacts

every aspect

And that is
circle to

a

of

our

lives.

why Native people must be involved in the international conference, to bring ceremony and the

disease that often separates the caregiver from the researcher from the educator from the doctor from

the fami ly from the patient.
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DECLARATION OF THE
INTERNATIONAL INDIGENOUS AIDS
Berlin, Germany, June 11,1993

NETWORK

WHEREAS, 1993 has been declared the "International Year of Indigenous
Peoples" by the United Nations, and
WHEREAS, indigenous peoples face enormous problems, including poor health

legalized oppression, and the destruction of traditional cultures,
languages and economies, and
WHEREAS, "Ethnic cleansing" goes on not only in the former Yugoslavia, but
continues for indigenous peoples everywhere, and we understand the
pain of violence and discrimination on the basis of race and color, and
WHEREAS, HIV/AIDS is a global problem of enormous proportions, and to date
national governments, donor agencies nor AIDS service organizations
have assumed responsibility for assuring access by indigenous
communities to prevention information, care services and other
status,

resources

and

WHEREAS, alcohol abuse and other drug abuse is killing our people, and
WHEREAS, self-esteem and cultural affirmation are basic ingredients in HIV/STD

prevention and
our traditions and traditional medicines are a valuable resource not
only for ourselves but for humankind, and
WHEREAS, many indigenous cultures value Two-Spirit or gay/bisexual/lesbian
men and women as a part of traditional society and
WHEREAS, HIV/AIDS does not discriminate on the basis of nationality, tribe, clan,
family, sex, race or sexual orientation.
WHEREAS,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the International

Indigenous AIDS Network

gathered at the IXth International Conference on AIDS in Berlin, Germany, pledge
bring to the world's attention the urgent need for indigenous
communities' self-determination in HIV prevention and care, and

to continue our work to

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, national governments, multi-lateral donor
organizations, national, regional and community-based AIDS organizations must
actively support access to HIV information, care and resources for indigenous
communities throughout the world now, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, the indigenous people gathered in Berlin
the IXth International AIDS Conference in Berlin declare their support for and

for

solidarity with Turks and other people of color living in Germany and call upon all
Germans of good-will to oppose racism and violence against non-Germans with all
their might and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT,
communities will require a return

our

effective prevention of and care for HIV/AIDS in
to traditional cultural values: and we appeal to

indigenous communities and leaders everywhere to recognize the threat of
HIV/AIDS to our survival and join with us to protect the future of our peoples.

