
2011 Statistics and Related Information Regarding Fires in Residential Facilities  
Residential 
Facilities 

Total Fires 
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Building 

Fire 
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Treatment at a 
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Caused by Fire 

Sparks Hall 0 0 N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Lawson Court 0 0 N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 

Fire Safety Systems in USAO Residential Facilities 
Facility Fire Alarm 

Monitoring 
Done on Site 

Sprinkler 
System 

Smoke 
Detection 

Fire 
Extinguisher 
Devices 

Evacuation 
Plans  

Number of 
Evacuation Drills 
each calendar 
year 

Sparks Hall  X X X X X 2  
Lawson Court X X X X X 3 
 

Lawson Court and Sparks Hall Residence Hall staff perform Health and Safety Inspections monthly.   Inspections 
reminders are announced in the monthly newsletter.   The Health and Safety inspections are primarily designed to find 
and eliminate safety violations. Students are required to read and comply with the resident handbook and guide, which 
include the Health and Safety inspections and all other rules and regulations for residential housing. The inspections 
include, but are not limited to, a visual examination of electrical cords, sprinkler heads, smoke detectors, and other life 
safety systems. 

In addition, each room will be examined for the presence of prohibited items (e.g., sources of open flames, such as 
candles; non-surge protected extension cords; portable cooking appliances in non-kitchen areas; etc.) or prohibited 
activity (e.g., smoking in the room; tampering with life safety equipment; possession of pets; etc.). This inspection will also 
include a general assessment of food and waste storage and general cleanliness and proper use of university property 
including the living area, kitchen, bedrooms, and bathrooms. A clear path to the exit must always be maintained.  
Prohibited items will be immediately disabled with a locking device or confiscated and donated/discarded if found, without 
reimbursement.  
 



In the event of a fire, USAO expects that all campus community members will evacuate by the nearest exit, closing doors 
and activating the fire alarm system (if one is present) as they leave. Once safely outside a building, it is appropriate to 
contact 911 and Security. Students and/or staff are informed where to relocate to by staff if circumstance warrants at the 
time of the alarm. In the event fire alarms sound, USAO policy is that all occupants must evacuate from the building, 
closing doors as they leave. No training is provided to students or employees in firefighting or suppression activity as this 
is inherently dangerous and each community member’s only duty is to exit safely and quickly, shutting doors along the exit 
path as they go to contain the spread of flames and smoke, and to activate the alarm as they exit. At no time should the 
closing of doors or the activation of the alarm delay the exit from the building. 

Fire safety education programs for all students living in on-campus student housing and all employees that have any 
association with on-campus student housing are held at the beginning of each semester. These programs are designed to 
familiarize everyone with the fire safety system in each housing facility and train everyone on the procedures to be 
followed in case there is a fire.  Each room in housing is provided with a map that illustrates evacuation routes and fire 
alarm equipment locations.    Students with disabilities are assigned a Resident Assistant who will assist them during an 
emergency.   

Fire safety education and training programs are taught by the Directors of Housing who is knowledgeable in fire safety 
matters. 

If a fire occurs, students are instructed to leave hazardous areas per the evacuation routes and get to a predetermined 
location before calling 911 for help. They are to remain in that location so that the Housing Director or a designee has 
documented that the student has left the building. RAs are instructed to pull the fire alarm as they are leaving the building 
if they can do so without risking their safety. 

Per federal law, USAO is required to annually disclose statistical data on all fires that occur in on-campus student housing 
facilities. Listed below are the non-emergency numbers to call to report fires that have already been extinguished in on-
campus student housing. These are fires for which you are unsure whether the USAO security may already be aware. If 
you find evidence of such a fire or if you hear about such a fire, please contact one of the following: 

USAO Security        405-222-8066 



USAO Lawson Court Resident Director’s Office   405-574-3603 

USAO Sparks Hall Resident Director’s Office   405-574-1131 

USAO Student Services      405-574-1278 

When calling, please provide as much information as possible about the location, date, time and cause of the fire. 

USAO has adopted the National Incident Management System (NIMS) for all of its emergency and non-emergency 
events, and completed NIMS compliance by December 31, 2010. The adoption of NIMS will improve the college’s 
response to emergencies and hazards, especially fires. 


