
History Reading Seminar 4233 
Readings in Modern Middle East 

Instructor: James Finck 
Office Davis 219B 

Phone: 405-574-1229 
Email: jfinck@usao.edu 

Office Hours: MWF 8:00-10:00; TR 8:00-9:30, W 3-4  
 

Course Description: 
The purpose of this class is to read some of the most influential authors and deal with some of the most 
significant topics in the history of the American West.  As historians it is important to know how past 
historians have interpreted these events and how these interpretations have changed over time.  This is 
a reading intensive class, so be prepared to read several books.  Yet it is also fun, I think of it as a book 
club for history lovers. 
 
Assignments: 

1. Before the second week of class each student must register with Turnitin.com-5 points 
2. Discussion leader-20 points 

a. Each student will choose two books that he/she will lead the discussion on.  Students 
are expected to work together with another student who will also lead.  Creativity is not 
required but helpful 

3. Discussion topics/questions-5 points 
a. Before each meeting students will submit discussion points/questions to myself and that 

weeks readings leader.  The points/questions must be thoughtful and in-depth.  
Questions will be part of that weeks participation points 

4. Book Review-20 points 
a. On the day the student leads the discussion they will also turn in a short (2-4 pages) 

book review.  They need to identify the thesis and analyze the support and make a 
judgment. 

5. Historiography paper-30 points 
a. Write a 6-10 page historiography paper.  Choose one of the subjects discussed in class 

and find three other books dealing with the same subject.  A historiography paper 
compares and contrasts the author’s arguments.  Do not just write three separate book 
reviews, blend the three together. 

 
Requirements:  Only one absence will be allowed, but will affect your grade.  A second will result in a 
drop from the class. 
 
-Last Days of the Rainbelt, by David Wishart,  
 -The Last Indian Wars, by Elliot West,  
 -Legacy of Conquest, by Patricia Limerick,  
 -When the Wolf Came, Mary Jane Warde,  
 -Lewis and Clark among the Indians, by James Ronda 
 -Prairie Fire, by Julie Courtwright, 288 
 -Jedediah Smith, by Barton H. Barbour-266 
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