
History 4883/ Political Science 4883 
History of Political Parties 1896 to Present 

Instructor: James Finck 
Office: Davis 219B 

Phone Number: 405-574-1229 
Email: jfinck@usao.edu 

Office Hours: MWF 8:00-10; TR 8:00-9:30; W 3:00-4:00 
Course Objectives 

This course begins with the Gilded Age when the two major parties will be threatened and untimely 
switch political positions and will continue through recent elections.  We will look at party ideology, 
constituencies, and regional differences.  We will examine the roles that parties serve in our government 
and how they affect elections, the economy, and Americans perspective of government.   

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES - HISTORY 

Students will: 

1.  Analyze a historical argument and identify the thesis in a historical work.  
2.  Demonstrate an understanding of how bias and points of view influence the historical record. 
(Lecture notes and readings, classroom discussion). 
3.   Use primary and secondary sources to develop an argument. (Writing assignments and discussions of 
lecture notes and readings) 
5.  Demonstrate knowledge of proper periodization and their characteristics in 
multiple areas of American  history and be able to make comparisons between those 
periods, areas, and events.(Class discussions, examination essays) 
6.  Demonstrate the ability to present orally and in written form important historical 
concepts, debates, and differing historical interpretations.(Class discussions and exams) 
 
Required Books 
 
Politics as Usual, by Michael Davis 
1968: The Election That Changed America, By Lewis L. Gould 
 
Assignments and Grades 

1. Register for turnitin.com during first week-5 points 
2. A mid-term and a final, will be short answers identifications-100 points each 
3. Research paper-100 points 

a. Each student will pick an election from 1896 till 1996 and write a 10 to 15 page research 
paper about the election.  Part of the paper from come from newspaper accounts of the 
election and detail how the election was discussed at the time. 

4. PowerPoint Presentation-30 points 
a. Give an 8-10 slide PowerPoint presentation about the media coverage of your election.  

You can use political cartoons, posters, or TV coverage. 
5. Book Reviews-10 points each 

a. Write a short book review over both books, 2 to 3 pages 



b. As part of the book review, come prepared to class with at least well thought of 
questions that can be answered from the book. 

6. Participation points-10 points 
a. Based on attendance and class participation  

 

Attendance 

College is about responsibility and leaving the “nest” to take the first tentative steps into the big, scary 
world.  Therefore, as adults you can decide whether or not to show up to class, But beware, for with 
great freedom comes great responsibility.  In other words, the exams will be primarily built around the 
lectures and if you miss the lectures you will probably fail the exams.  If you miss a class get the notes 
from another student, I do not give out my notes.   

Academic Honesty & Integrity  

Academic honesty and integrity is expected of all students. This course demands a high level of scholarly 
behavior and academic honesty on the part of all students. Examples of academic dishonesty include but 
are not limited to: (1) turning in another person’s work, in part or in whole, as your own; (2) copying 
from professional works without citing them; and (3) any form of cheating on exams. Violations of 
academic integrity/honesty may result in receiving a zero on the particular assignment in question, 
receiving an “F” in the course, and/or possible suspension or expulsion from the University. 

The Learning Environment 

Please be courteous to your classmates and refrain from talking during lectures.  Also, turn off cell 
phones and beepers, and please don’t answer your phone in class.  Please arrive on time, and if you are 
late, then quietly enter without causing a disturbance.  Text messaging is just as disturbing as talking; 
during class put away your phones.  Leaving class to answer cell phones will not be tolerated, and you 
may be asked to leave the class. 

 

DISABILITIES 
If you have a documented disability which will make it difficult for you to carry out 
the work as I have outlined and/or if you need special accommodations/assistance 
due to the disability, please contact the Office of Student Services  
 
Questions 

Please feel free to contact me; I want to help you do well in class.  Email is the best way to reach me, 
that way we both know that I got the message.  I’m also in my office a great deal so fell free to stop by 
even if it is not my office hours.   

 

 

 



Tentative Schedule 

Feb 5: Politics as Usual due 
March 3: Presentations 
March 26: 1968 due 
April 7: Research paper due 
Nov 27: 1968 Election paper due 
Apr 21: Final at 10:00 

 


