
ENGL 4203: Gothic Novels 

Spring 2014 

 
Instructor:  Dr. Shelley Rees   
Office:  Davis 222c 
E-mail:  srees@usao.edu 
Phone:  (405) 574-1244 
Office hours: MWF 9:30-11:30; MW 1:30-2:30; TT 1:30-2:30  
Web:   http://usao.edu/faculty/shelley-rees 
 
Course Texts 
 

 The Castle of Otranto, ISBN 978-0486434124 
 The Mysteries of Udolpho, ISBN 978-0140437591 
 The Monk, ISBN 978-0140436037 
 Melmoth the Wanderer, ISBN 978-0140447613 
 Frankenstein, ISBN 978-0393927931 
 The Private Memoirs and Confessions of a Justified Sinner, ISBN 978-0141441535 
 Carmilla, ISBN 978-1934555644 
 The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, ISBN 978-0199536221 
 Dracula, ISBN 978-0393970128 

 
 
Assignments & Grading 
 
500-word research essay for each book: 40%  
For each novel, find an academic article that interests you and write a 500-word essay in 
which you summarize the article and provide your own commentary. IMPORTANT: The 
article must come from a peer-reviewed academic source, either a book chapter or a journal 
article. No self-published content allowed, even if it’s the smartest thing you’ve ever read. 
Online peer-reviewed journals like Romanticism and Victorianism on the Net are acceptable. 
ALSO IMPORTANT: Include the correct MLA citation for the piece on your paper. (It is not 
necessary to provide a copy of the article.) 
 
Class discussion board: 10% 
Please post your 500-word essays to the appropriate discussion topic on our Turnitin page 
each week so that you may benefit from each others’ research and insights. Extra points are 
given to those who comment on the posts of classmates in meaningful ways. 
 
Final exam/research paper: 40%  
Someone leans over to you at the bar and asks, “What is a gothic novel anyway?” Give your 
answer. Use examples. You’re not drunk in this scenario, by the way, so make your 
explanation coherent and well organized. This research paper should be 18-20 pages in 
length and include in its Works Cited the primary sources from our syllabus and articles 
you’ve researched during the term (obviously) in addition to other secondary sources you 

http://usao.edu/faculty/shelley-rees
http://www.amazon.com/Monk-Penguin-Classics-Matthew-Lewis/dp/0140436030/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1234907561&sr=1-2
http://www.amazon.com/Private-Memoirs-Confessions-Justified-Sinner/dp/1841959588/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1234907455&sr=1-3
http://www.amazon.com/Williams-Penguin-Classics-William-Godwin/dp/0141441232/ref=sr_1_5?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1234907329&sr=1-5
http://www.amazon.com/Dracula-Norton-Critical-Editions-Stoker/dp/0393970124/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1234906636&sr=1-1
http://www.ravon.umontreal.ca/


find helpful. Feel free to seek out and use articles posted by other students in the class—
sharing research is the essence of academic study, after all. Your paper should have a 
focused argument and incorporate the primary and secondary sources effectively. All 
formatting should be OCD in its adherence to MLA. Due during our final exam period (see 
calendar below). 
 
Class participation: 10% 
Attend class regularly and contribute to the discussion to secure these easy points. 
 
 
Calendar (always subject to change) 
 
1/14  Intro to course/syllabus 
1/16  Castle of Otranto 
 
1/21  Castle of Otranto; 500-word research essay due  
1/23  Mysteries of Udolpho  
 
1/28  Mysteries of Udolpho 
1/30  Mysteries of Udolpho; 500-word research essay due 
 
2/4  Mysteries of Udolpho 
2/6  The Monk 
 
2/11 The Monk 
2/13  The Monk; 500-word research essay due 
 
2/18  Melmoth the Wanderer 
2/20  Dr. Rees out of town  
 
2/25  Melmoth the Wanderer; 500-word research essay due 
2/27  Frankenstein 
 
3/4  Frankenstein; 500-word research essay due  
3/6  Frankenstein 
 
3/11  The Private Memoirs and Confessions of a Justified Sinner 
3/13 The Private Memoirs and Confessions of a Justified Sinner; 500-word 

research essay due  
 
3/17-3/21  Spring Break 
 
3/25  Carmilla 
3/27  Carmilla, 500-word research essay due 
 
4/1  Dr. Jekyll 



4/3  No Class 
   
4/8  Dr. Jekyll 
4/10  Dr. Jekyll; 500-word research essay due 
 
4/15  Dracula 
4/17  Dracula; 500-word research essay due  
 
4/22  Dracula 
4/24  Research paper due to Turnitin.com during final exam period, 10-11:30 
  Course ID: 7474410; password: spooky 
 
 
 
 
 


