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Course Description 

The senior seminar course allows you to end your USAO career with a flourish, a last flash of 

brilliance to illuminate your dramatic exit and show everyone how hard you rocked it here. To 

that end, you will create a masterpiece that showcases your particular major interest as it 

functions in the interdisciplinary context. 

 

Assignments 

 

70%  Final Project 20-page cited research paper (or equivalent upon approval), adhering to the 

style manual appropriate to the field and including all elements required thereby (i.e., end 

notes, footnotes, works cited, works consulted, bibliography, appendices, etc.) 

 

30%  Preparatory Documents IMPORTANT: ALL of these documents are REQUIRED to 

pass this course. Submit them to Turnitin.com using Class ID 7391299, password 

“seminar.” Following the recommended due dates will help you move through this 

project at a reasonable pace. Don’t ignore them! 

 

 Formal proposal: As you might have guessed, the formal proposal is your written, typed 

proposal for your senior seminar project. Include your major area of study, your proposed topic 

of interest for the project, any experience or reading that informs your connection to this topic, 

your rationale for why the topic would meet the criteria for the course, especially regarding its 

interdisciplinary engagement, and the style manual that you would adhere to for the project 

(based on the standard for the project’s major academic discipline). This document should be 

typed and organized and scholarly in tone.  

 

 Research journal: As a way to keep yourself honest (and me informed), at some point 

once a week (excluding spring break) submit a one-page, informal summary of your work on the 

project. You may write about something interesting that you read during research, a 

breakthrough or roadblock you encountered, new ideas that came to you in a dream, whatever—

but keep it real.  This should be a useful tool.   

 

 Annotated bibliography: I will upload a document to my webpage explaining this 

assignment in detail, but for now know that it will include correctly formatted citations for works 

you are using in your research—academic sources, not Wikipedia or about.com or Joe’s Blog—

plus your summaries of the works and commentary on how they apply to your project. The 

annotated bibliography should present fifteen solid sources with annotations. You may not end 

up citing all of these sources in the final paper, but that’s normal. 
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 Topic sentence outline: Again, full assignment guidelines are forthcoming, but the topic 

sentence outline presents the thesis for the paper and all of the topic sentences for the body 

paragraphs. For each topic sentence, you will also present quoted material that you plan to use in 

that paragraph. This strategy provides firm organizational structure for the paper. 

 

 First draft: This should be a legitimate draft, not five pages of disjointed babble. I will 

read it and steer you toward an exemplary final draft. 

 

 Bi-weekly meetings: I want to see you once every two weeks so we can discuss your 

progress. I will post a schedule on my office door so that you can sign up for times. Feel free to 

email or stop by during my office hours when you have questions in between these meetings as 

well. 

 

 

A comment about topic selection… 

 

 This project is your final bow from undergraduate education. Thus, you should conduct 

yourself as an educated thinker, not a high school student, meaning you must not choose a high 

school level topic for this project. No dead horse topics like the death penalty or abortion or gun 

control. No papers about how the law should TOTALLY stop killing your buzz. Nothing so huge 

you can’t possibly support it without funding and an editorial staff, but nothing so limited you’ll 

have exhausted your material in the proposal. Spend quality time coming up with something you 

won’t hate, can perhaps even love. Make yourself proud. 

 

Start here: What do you find yourself thinking about when you can think about anything you 

want? Do you like anime? Write a paper about anime and its intersections with Japanese 

philosophy and culture, artistic traditions, and archetypal motifs. Do you watch reality tv? 

Research the history of real life spectacle as entertainment, perhaps beginning with the 

gladiators, and make connections between political, moral, psychological, and class aspects of 

this cultural phenomenon. You may also attack something local: Do you have the solution to 

Oklahoma’s economic woes? Bring it on, as long as you can incorporate interdisciplinary 

elements. Another strategy: Think of your favorite class, or something someone said in a class or 

in a course reading that stuck with you, and see if you can get a topic out of that.  

 

Something else we must keep in mind is the definition of “evidence.” Your senior seminar 

project is a scholarly enterprise and therefore bound by the rules of academic evidence. Be 

VERY wary of topics that cannot withstand the rigors of that scrutiny. Evidence must be 

verifiable, reproducible, and objective, so unless you’re doing a psychological or sociological 

study that necessitates inclusion of polled data, personal anecdotes and subjective opinion won’t 

work, so “tea tree oil cures cancer because it worked on my cousin/this guy on the internet” = 

evidence fail. 


