
Syllabus (Tentative: Subject to conditions on the ground – and instructor's whim!)      
Comm 1003 

Foundations of Communication Theory 
12:20-1:50 p.m. Mon/Wed • Davis 226 

Dr. J. C. Casey 
Professor of Communication 
Office: Davis 106-b 
Phones: (405) 416-3523 (c) • (405) 574-1242 (o) 
 NOTE: I don’t mind your calling me, but texting will get quicker response. 
Email: faccaseyjc@usao.edu • jccasey1017@hotmail.com 
 
 
Text 
Understanding Human Communication, Rodman & Adler (any edition will do). You will have two (2) tests (a mid-term and a final), 
which will come primarily from material in the textbook. Material from lectures and discussion may also be included on the tests. 
 

Edition USAO Bookstore Amazon 
11th (newest) $97.10 new • $77.70 used $59.46 new • $58.57 used 

10th NA $19.15 new • $2.49 used 
9th NA $6.70 used (very good) • $2.93 used (good) 
Keep in mind that the bookstore will let you "charge" your books until your financial aid comes in. 

Although Amazon's prices are lower, you have to pay before the book will ship.  
 
 
Course Description and Goals 
COMM 1003 is the basic course for communication majors but is open to all students.  The course provides an overview of how 
communication works within individuals, interpersonally, and in small and large groups in various formats.  Emphasis is on effective 
oral and written communication guided by your ability to think critically. 
 
 
Tentative Assignments and Grading 
A total of 1,000 points is available for the course, with 900-1,000 equaling an A, 800-899 a B, etc. These points are available through 
the following types of assignments: 
•  Speeches (300 pts) 
  You will probably do three (3) speeches – an informative, a persuasive, and an impromptu. I will give you guidelines for each 
 speech. Remember that substance and style are both important – but you will earn more points for substance. 
•  Group Project (150 pts) 
  I will assign you into groups. Each group will decide what topic it wants to explore (within parameters I will give you). You 
 will have about two weeks to research the topic; then each group will explain its findings to the class as a whole. Everyone is 
 expected to be present for group presentations. You will get three grades: a group grade that everyone gets (based on how well 
 the group did as a whole with the presentation), an individual grade (on your individual contributions to the entire project), and a 
 grade for the group analysis each group member will write, explaining how your group made decisions, solved problems, etc. 
•  Attendance (200 pts) 
  Yes, I expect you to come to class. Every day. To reward you for doing this, I give you points for each day you do come to 
 class. I also give you points for any class exercise we might do on any particular day. If you miss a class because you are 
 participating in a University-sponsored event, please let me know as soon as possible so I can schedule you around the event.  
•  Class Exercises and Homework (150 pts) 
  From time to time, you will do exercises in class to enhance whatever we are discussing. Some of these exercises will be 
 graded; for others, you simply get points for being there and doing them. Occasionally, you may have homework. If you happen 
 to miss a class, you are responsible for knowing what the assignment is and when it is due.  
•  Tests (200 pts) 
  Tests are usually multiple-choice and matching with one short essay question. I will tell you which chapters each test will 
 cover; the final will not be comprehensive.  

 
 
 

 – Keep reading: more good stuff on other side – 

Office Hours: Fall 2013 
Mondays 2-5 p.m. 
Tuesdays NONE 
Wednesdays 2-4 p.m. 
Thursdays 2-5 p.m. 
Fridays 9-10 a.m. & 12:30-1:30 p.m. 
 
 



 
Penalties 
 No penalties if you are really sick or have a personal emergency of some kind. But let me know what's going on as 
early as possible. (I should warn you that I am very skeptical about sudden onsets of illness the night before a speech or a 
test is due.) My preference is that you come to class on your due date if possible and I will let you do your presentation 
first and then excuse you for the rest of class. Generally speaking, you will be measured by the Paige Cummings Standard 
(see below).   
 If you cut class the day you are scheduled to present, I will allow you to make it up if we have time, but I will penalize 
you a letter-grade. You should be ready to give the speech the day you return to class. 
 Part of what I want you to learn in this class is how to be a good listener/audience. If you cut class when others are 
scheduled to present, you will be penalized 10 points.  If you cut class when your group is scheduled to present, you will 
get a zero on the group project. 
 If you miss a test, I will let you make it up; the make-up test will be essay. 
 I'll forgive you for one phone interruption of class, but if it happens again, a 5-point penalty for each interruption. 
 
 

 
The Paige Cummings Standard 

Paige was a communication major who graduated in 2001. When she took Persuasion, she suffered all trimester from kidney stones and was often in 
tremendous pain. On the day she was scheduled to give her last speech, her pain was so bad she had to go to the hospital . . . but on her way to the 
hospital, she came to class to give her speech. I still don't know how she did it. When I got to class, she was standing outside the classroom, 
obviously in agony, literally in tears because the pain was so bad. But she dried those tears, gave an excellent speech, immediately broke down in 
tears again from the pain, and went on to the hospital where she passed 2 kidney stones that night. Paige Cummings: we are not worthy! 
 
 
 
 
Academic Dishonesty 
 Plagiarism is presenting work that is not your own. This includes presenting a speech or paper you downloaded from 
the Internet, getting someone to write a speech or paper for you, and quoting something without citing the source. For 
speeches, you must cite your source within the speech. In other words, tell your audience where you got your information. 
 The University takes academic dishonesty very seriously, as do I. Don't go here. I will be happy to help you however 
you need it. Just ask me.  
 
 
 
Cell Phones 
Not during class. Don't want to see them or hear them. Especially hear them. Turn it off before class and check those 
messages after class. Really. 
 
 
 
Bringing Children to Class 
Don't. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

– As good as the stuff on this side is, there's even better stuff on the other side! – 


