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FAQ 
 

What do you mean by “world?” Also, “thought” and “culture?” 

 

The World Thought and Culture series delivers some of USAO’s most distinctive and rewarding 

experiences. “World” means, essentially, that we will not spend every blessed moment talking 

about white Europeans. They show up, of course, but they don’t get to hog the stage. “Thought” 

and “culture” indicate that we focus on ideas as opposed to boring stuff like dates and maps. (Dr. 

Rees made a C in Geography in college. Full disclosure.) In short, this class will investigate and 

interrogate a few of the world’s overarching artistic, philosophical, and literary movements. So 

don’t expect to do a lot of memorizing, though we will try to give you some material for trivia 

night at the pub.  

 

In the interest of even fuller disclosure, you should know that the World Thought experience 

varies with the expertise of the professors. This allows for diversity of content and perspective 

across the three courses, something we embrace as a strength of the program. Thus, your WTC2 

class might differ significantly from that of your friends who take it with a scientist or historian, 

for example. Your professors this term both hail from the arts, so many of our cultural 

excavations will start with art and/or literature. 

 

 

In what ways will I participate in my own learning, and how will my efforts be rewarded? 

 

Excellent questions for a scholar! The most important way that you can facilitate learning in this 

class is by reading the assigned material. You MUST acquire the textbooks and you MUST do 

the reading. Beyond this, you should come to class armed with questions and ask them. We are 

always ready to sideline lecture material for group discussion. Some of these texts will be foreign 

and weird to you, so give yourself plenty of time to read them and plenty of time to think about 

them before class time. 

 

http://usao.edu/faculty/shelley-rees
http://usao.edu/faculty/shelley-rees


To reward your dedication to academic excellence, we offer several grade opportunities: 

 

10% -- Class participation: These are the easiest points to get. Show up and contribute 

meaningfully during class. In addition, we hope you will use the class Twitter account to 

communicate about class and share ideas or relevant articles. 

 

15% -- In-class pop quizzes on daily readings: Short, 1-3 question quizzes will be given 

throughout the semester to demonstrate your knowledge of the material.  

 

15% -- 4-5 page paper: We will distribute detailed guidelines for the first short paper at least 

two weeks before its due date. 

 

15% -- Midterm Exam: Exam will cover all material studied to that point, including readings 

and lectures. 

 

25% -- 5-6 page paper: We will distribute detailed guidelines for the second paper at least two 

weeks before its due date. 

 

20% -- Final Exam: Open-note comprehensive examination. This exam will cover all material 

addressed in the course.  

 

 

My roommate last term got in trouble for plagiarism in a World Thought class. Does that happen 

here? 

 

Distasteful as it is, we are obligated to inform you of the consequences of cheating of any kind. 

Basically, line jumping is cause for removal from the park. No work is to be plagiarized or 

copied in any way. Students found guilty of academic misconduct will automatically fail the 

course and be referred to the university academic integrity committee. This includes cheating on 

quizzes.  

 

We use Turnitin.com for your essays, more for the grading convenience and for saving paper and 

printing costs than for its plagiarism thwarting function, but the program does include a 

plagiarism thwarting function, and you would be a fool to forget that. Please give yourself plenty 

of time to complete essays so that you have time to talk to us well before the due date if you run 

into trouble. 

 

Class ID: 7391368 

Password: medieval 
 

 

When I come to class, what will happen? 

 

There will be some talking and lecturing and discussing and such. In many ways, you are 

empowered to create the classroom environment yourself. At the very least, do the reading and 



bring your book/coursepack/printed article for that day’s discussion to class with you, and the 

rest will fall into place. 

 

We will use a seating chart to keep attendance and help us learn your names. Please choose the 

perfect seat by the third week of class and then occupy it each class period thereafter. We reserve 

the right to record absences at any time during class, including the final minutes. We also reserve 

the right to withhold attendance credit for absurd tardiness or for spending the hour sleeping or 

texting. We even reserve the right to throw you out of class for snoring or texting or playing 

Mario Kart and THEN count you absent.  

 

A special note on electronics: Technology is a wondrous thing. By next year, we may have 

Amazon drones delivering books during class. Unfortunately, the siren song of cell phones and 

other devices distracts you from learning and your professors from delivering premium content, 

so we don’t allow them out during class. This includes laptops, even for note taking, unless you 

have documentation from the office of disability services requiring the use of a computer. If you 

use ebooks, please let us know. 

 

 

What supplies do I need? 

 

The required course texts, available through the USAO bookstore (or alternate vendors), are: 

 

The Qur’an, trans., M.A.S. Abdel Haleem (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004 and 2010). 

ISBN: 978-0199535958 

 

Everyman (Dover Publications; First Edition, October 24, 1995). ISBN: 978-0486287263  

 

Beowulf, trans., Seamus Heaney (New York: W. W. Norton & Company; 1st edition, 2001). 

ISBN: 978-0393320978  

 

Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, trans., J.R.R. Tolkien (Del Rey Books, 1979). ISBN: 978-

0345277602 

 

The Recognition of Sakuntala, trans. W. J. Johnson (Oxford World Classics) ISBN: 978-0-19-

954060-0 

 

Hamlet, (Folger Shakespeare Library) ISBN: 978-0743477123 

 

The Tale of Genji, trans. Seidensticker (Vintage International) ISBN: 978-0679729532 

 

ALSO REQUIRED: IDS 3323 Coursepack, available in the USAO Bookstore 

 

 

  



Course Calendar (subject to change) 
 

1/10 Intro to course 

 

1/13 Hindu literature; Recognition of Sakuntala 

1/15 Recognition of Sakuntala 

1/17 Hindu Art/Architecture 

 

1/20 Early Medieval Christianity; Augustine’s Confessions, coursepack 

1/22 Augustine, continued 

1/24 Elaine Pagels, coursepack 

 

1/27 Early Medieval Art  

1/29 The Qur’an, Introduction and Suras 1, 2, and 4 

1/31 The Qur’an, Suras 16, 19, and 22 

 

2/3 1001 Nights, coursepack 

2/5 Islamic Art 

2/7 Islamic Architecture 

 

2/10 Islamic mysticism; Rumi, coursepack; dervishes video 

2/12 Medieval Japan; Tale of Genji; Introduction and Chapters 2 and 5 

2/14 Tale of Genji, Chapters 9 and 12 

 

2/17 Japanese Art cont.  

2/19 Byzantine Art/ Abstract and anti realism  

2/21 Iconographic traditions; PAPER 1 DUE 

 

2/24 Anglo-Saxons; “Dream of the Rood,” coursepack 

2/16 Beowulf, lines 1-835 

2/28 Beowulf, lines 1159-1396 and 2368-3006 

 

3/3 Anglo Saxon Artifacts/Sutton Hoo 

3/5 Arthurian literature; Sir Gawain and the Green Knight 

3/7 MIDTERM EXAM 

 

3/10 Medieval Art/Gothic/ Romanesque influence 

3/12 Shifting Faces of Christ/ Catholicism and Art 

3/14 Introduction of Perspective in Art 

 

3/17-3/21 SPRING BREAK 

 

3/24 Inferno, coursepack 

3/26 continued 

3/28 Everyman 

 



3/31 Renaissance politics; Book of the City of Ladies, coursepack 

4/2 Renaissance politics; The Prince, coursepack 

4/4 The Prince, continued; PAPER 2 DUE 

 

4/7  Early Renaissance in Italy  

4/9 High Renaissance in Italy/secular realism  

4/11 Specific Artists of the Renaissance 

 

4/14 Hamlet, Act 1 

4/16 Hamlet, Acts 2-3 

4/18 Hamlet, Acts 4-5 

 

4/21 review day 

4/23 FINAL EXAM 12-1:30 

 

 


