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The music theory core curriculum consists of six courses. The first-year theory courses include MUSIC 
201-203 and the second-year courses are MUSIC 301-303. There are also six ear-training courses that 
must be taken concurrently while registered in the theory courses. The first-year ear-training courses 
are MUSIC 204-206 and the second-year courses are MUSIC 304-306. 
 
MUSIC 113 (Pre-Core Ear Training) and MUSIC 119 (Introduction to Music Theory and Musicianship) are 
the pre-core courses prior to starting the music theory and ear training sequence. Prospective music 
majors have three options on starting with the core: 
 

1) Take MUSIC 113 (Pre-Core Ear Training) and MUSIC 119 (Introduction to Music Theory and 
Musicianship) courses and receive a grade of 2.0 or above 

 
2) Take the Music Theory Placement Examination. This test consists of two parts. Students who 

score above 80% on the written test may continue on to take the sight-singing test, which is the 
second part. Students eligible to take the sight-singing test should contact Dr. Michael Berry at 
mberry3@uw.edu.  
 

3) Earn a 5 on the AP music theory exam (see here for more information: 
https://admit.washington.edu/apply/transfer/exams-for-credit/ap/) 

 
NOTE: Transfer students who have already completed one or more years of theory from another 
institution will be individually evaluated on a case-by-case basis and placed in the appropriate level of 
the core sequence. 
 
TO REGISTER FOR THE MUSIC THEORY PLACEMENT EXAM: Please contact the Educational Assessment 
Office at 206-543-1171, email testingcenter@uw.edu, or go to Schmitz Hall, Room 440 to make a testing 
appointment. Disability accommodations are available. 
 
TEST FEE: $35.00 (to be paid at time of testing at Schmitz Hall). 
 
SCORES: Results from the Music Theory Placement Test will be returned to you within ten minutes after 
the test. Scores are also reported to the Music Advising Office. Your scores will be expressed as a 
percentage based on the number of questions answered correctly. Any questions left unanswered will 
count as an incorrect answer in the scoring process. 
 
RE-TEST: If a satisfactory score is not attained, you may take a re-test covering the same material in a 
different version of the test. You are only allowed two attempts to pass the test. 
 
ON THE DAY OF THE TEST: Please bring #2 pencils, your UW ID number, and photo identification. No 
one will be admitted to the testing center without proper identification. Allow two hours for the test. 
 
QUESTIONS? Please consult the Music Advising Office at 206-543-1239 or musicadv@u.washington.edu. 



SUGGESTED PREPARATION FOR THE MUSIC THEORY PLACEMENT TEST 
 

This test covers the same material as MUSIC 119 and is designed to determine if you qualify for MUSIC 
201. Questions deal with key signatures, scale identification, chord identification, meter and rhythm, 
intervals (major, minor, diminished, and augmented), and chord recognition within specified keys (i.e., 
“Identify the IV chord in the key of d minor”). To pass the test, you must score higher than 80% on the 
42 questions. 
 
For each question in the test, you will select your answer from a list of choices. The example below is 
typical of the format and type of question you will see. Be sure to mark your answers clearly and neatly 
on the form to ensure accurate grading, since the test will be graded by computer. 
 
You may wish to consult any of the following free online resources in preparation for the exam: 

• http://musictheory.net – tutorials and exercises that cover music fundamentals 
• http://musictheory.pugetsound.edu/mt21c/MusicTheory.html -- chapters 1-8 
• http://openmusictheory.com/contents.html -- “Fundamentals” 
• Introductory music theory lessons 

 
Additionally, to be exempted from the prerequisite musicianship course (MUSIC 113), you must pass 
an in-person sight singing test (see previous page for sign-up instructions). Please note that MUSIC 119 
and 113 are only offered during Autumn quarter: if you want to start with MUSIC 201/204 in winter 
quarter, you must pass both tests before the start of winter quarter. 
 

Sample question 
 
Identify the following scales 
 

1.  
 

2.  
 

3.  
 

4.  



 
Choose your answer from among the following: 
 

A. f-sharp minor 

B. b minor 

C. D-sharp minor 

D. f minor 

E. a minor 

F. E major 

G. F major 

H. A-flat major 

I. a-flat minor 

J. F-sharp major 

 

SUGGESTED PREPARATION FOR THE SIGHT SINGING PLACEMENT TEST 
 

If you pass the written section of the Music Theory Placement Test, you have demonstrated a level of 
preparation sufficient to place you out of MUSIC 119 and directly into the first term of the 
undergraduate core sequence, MUSIC 201, which is offered in the winter quarter. If you also pass the 
sight singing placement test, you will place out of MUSIC 113 in the autumn quarter and may register 
for MUSIC 204 in the winter quarter. Sight singing tests are administered individually in 10-minute 
sessions. Please contact Dr. Michael Berry (mberry3@uw.edu) to schedule an exam time once you have 
passed the written placement exam. 
 
Passing the sight singing test involves sight reading melodic and rhythmic examples at the level required 
at the outset of MUSIC 201. Accuracy in pitch and rhythm are expected, as is a certain level of 
musicality. If you have learned a solfege system (“do re mi”) or a scale-degree number system, you are 
encouraged to use these during the test, and you should be able to conduct as you sing. Melodies may 
be in treble or bass clef, major or minor keys (with no chromaticism aside from raised ^6 and ^7 in 
minor—the “melodic” minor), and in simple or compound meter. 
 
Recommended test for preparation: The sight singing text used for the undergraduate theory sequence 
is Gary Karpinski’s Anthology for Sight Singing (2nd ed., 2017). It can be purchased online or through the 
General Book Department of the University Bookstore, located at 4326 University Way NE, Seattle, WA 
98195. To request an order by phone, call 206-634-3400. If you are going to the bookstore in person, it’s 
best to call first to make sure that a copy is available. The Karpinski is also available in the Music Library 
(Music Building, first floor) throughout the summer in case you want to consult the book more closely. 
Any library clerk can help you locate the textbook. 
 


