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MINUTES 
 

BOARD OF REGENTS 
UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON 

 
Academic and Student Affairs Committee 

March 13, 2014 
Tacoma Room, Garretson Woodruff Pratt Building 

University of Washington, Tacoma 
 

 
Call to Order and Attendance 
 
Committee Chair Regent Ayer called the meeting to order at 10:20 a.m. 
Committee members present: Regents Ayer (Chair), Jaech, Rice, Riojas, and Scott 
Other Regents present: Blake, Harrell, Simon, Shanahan, and Smith 
Regent Ayer thanked UW Tacoma for hosting the Board meeting. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Regent Ayer announced that hearing no objections, the minutes from the committee meeting on 
February 13, 2014 were approved as distributed. 
 
Academic and Administrative Appointments (Agenda no. A–1) (Action) 
 
Provost Cauce highlighted the appointment of Kenyon Chan as Interim Chancellor at UW 
Tacoma, effective March 16, 2014.  She announced, unofficially, that Chancellor Chan will chair 
the UW Tacoma Chancellor search advisory committee.  She thanked him for agreeing to serve 
and also thanked Harlan Patterson and JW Harrington for providing interim leadership to the 
campus. 
 
Regent Rice moved, and the committee voted to approve the Academic and Administrative 
Appointments as presented.  Regent Scott abstained. 
 
Regent Ayer congratulated Chancellor Chan on his appointment and thanked him for his 
willingness to serve the University and the campus.  On behalf of the Regents, he thanked Vice 
Chancellors Harrington and Patterson for sharing the leadership of the campus in the interim. 
 
Establishing a Master of Science and Doctor of Philosophy in Molecular Engineering (Agenda 
no. A–2) (Action) 
 
Rebecca Aanerud, Associate Dean for Academic Affairs and Planning in the Graduate School 
and Rene Overney, Professor in the Department of Chemical Engineering and Associate Director 
of the Molecular Engineering & Sciences Institute, told the Regents about the proposed degrees, 
identifying molecular engineering as a relatively new field of study offering a wide range of 
career options. 
 
Regent Scott moved, Regent Riojas seconded, and the committee voted to approve the 
establishment of a master of science and doctor of philosophy in Molecular Engineering. 
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School of Interdisciplinary Arts and Sciences at UW Tacoma (Agenda no. A–3) (Information 
only) 
 
Ana Mari Cauce, Provost and Executive Vice President, and JW Harrington, Vice Chancellor for 
Academic Affairs, UW Tacoma, described the process whereby the Interdisciplinary Arts and 
Sciences program at UW Tacoma would become a school.  In response to a question about 
shared governance, Dr. Harrington said the current program council would change to a faculty 
council.  Interdisciplinary Arts and Sciences is the “core of the campus.” 
 
Passion, Preparation, and Persistence: Developing Students for Campus and Community 
Leadership at the University of Washington Tacoma (Agenda no. A–4) (Information only) 
 
Cedric B. Howard, Vice Chancellor for Student and Enrollment Services, UW Tacoma, 
introduced this information item presented by UW Tacoma students: Chantell Munoz, Senior, 
Politics, Philosophy and Public Affairs (PPPA), Punivalu Alafaio, Sophomore, Criminal Justice, 
and Guillermo Sandoval, Sophomore, Psychology.  Peter Pentescu, ASUW Tacoma President, 
joined the group at the table. 
 
Regents learned 65% of UW Tacoma students are “first generation” college students and 80% 
return to their home zip codes after they complete their studies.  UW Tacoma trains leaders of 
the South Puget Sound region. 
 
The three students each introduced themselves and described their experiences in community 
leadership activities outside of the classroom.  There was discussion about opportunities and the 
need for student jobs on campus to keep students engaged.  There are about 400 on-campus 
student jobs, including student leadership and work study positions.  The students talked about 
holding events that meet the unique needs of the UW Tacoma campus.  In expoloring what 
“urban serving” means, students said they felt it included diverse, non-traditional students, and 
that it is important to engage the local commmunity and businesses with the campus. 
 
One of the studens, Chantell Munoz, is a student parent and she talked about the challenges of 
child care and being involved in family programs and community-building activities presented at 
times that would fit working student parents’ schedules. 
 
All three students agreed student involvement enhances their experience and offers opportunities 
including working with faculty, planning and coordinating events. 
 
The students said they felt it is important to provide outreach to high schools through the student 
ambassador program to encourage students to attend college and invite them to visit and tour the 
campus. 
 
Regents asked what was effective and where more support was needed in the area of working 
with the administration.  Students cited help from faculty to resolve scheduling conflicts would 
be useful, as well as having faculty assistance to reach out to students to help them learn about 
campus events and activities. 
 
Students described the positive impact on their lives from being involved in community 
leadership activities.  Through these activities, which include ethnic student groups and clubs, 
they have learned how to talk to their peers and parents, and can coach other students to talk to 
their parents about the importance of leadership experience and involvement on campus. 
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Adjourn 
 
Hearing no other business the Academic and Student Affairs Committee was adjourned at 11:10 
a.m.  Following the committee meeting Regents were invited to join members of the UW 
Tacoma community for lunch in the William Philip Hall. 
 

Approved at the meeting of the committee on May 8, 2014. 


