
 

MINUTES 
 

UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON 
BOARD OF REGENTS 

 
Governance Committee 
Thursday, July 10, 2014 

142 Gerberding Hall 
 

Call to Order and Attendance 
 
Committee Chair Orin Smith called the meeting to order at 1:15 p.m. 
Committee members present: Regents Smith (Chair), Ayer, and Blake 
Others Present: V’Ella Warren, Senior Vice President and Treasurer of the Board; Richard Cordova, 
Executive Director of Audits, UW Internal Audit; and Karin Nyrop, Assistant Attorney General, 
Interim UW Division Chief, Attorney General’s Office. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Hearing no objections, the minutes of the Committee meeting on May 7, 2014, were approved as 
distributed. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Appointments to Advisory Committees Audit Advisory Committee 
 
The Audit Advisory Committee will receive administrative support from the Senior Vice President.  
Regents discussed the status of referrals to this committee, Regent members, and the next steps, 
planning to convene the first quarterly meeting in September or October. 
 
Governmental Affairs Advisory Committee 
 
The Governmental Affairs Advisory Committee will receive administrative support from External 
Affairs.  Herb Simon is contacting people to serve on this committee. 

 
Board Skills Matrix 
 
Regents discussed the sample Catalyst on-line survey.  This survey will be for Board members only. 
Joan will draft an introduction to the survey for Orin’s review, and request completion of the survey 
in early September. 
 
Board Assessment Survey 
 
Regents viewed samples of this Catalyst on-line survey in two formats.  One included spaces for 
comments after each question and the other had spaces for comments following each section.  
Consensus was to use the version with comments after each section.  Orin will write, or review, the 
introductory comments then the survey will be administered to Board members and select 
administrators.  Regents agreed to invite President Young, Provost Cauce, Senior Vice President 
Warren, and Vice Provost Jenny to provide their input by taking this on-line survey. 
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Open Government Training on Public Meetings and Records 
 
Karin Nyrop, Interim Division Chief, UW Attorney General’s office, described the recent 
Washington state legislation, the “2014 Open Government Trainings Act,” which requires training 
on public records and records retention and on open public meetings for members of governing 
bodies, to be taken no later than 90 days after they take their oath of office or assume their duties.  
Ms. Nyrop offered options for training/compliance.  Information about the Act prepared by the 
Office of the Attorney General was distributed and is attached to these minutes.  Regents opted to 
conduct an in-person training during the meeting of the Board in September. 

 
Schedule of Meetings 
 
The next scheduled meeting of the Governance Committee is on Wednesday, October 8, but Regent 
Ayer is not available to attend.  Regents will consider the options of canceling or rescheduling. 
 
In 2015, the Committee will hold scheduled meetings in February, May, July, and October on the 
Wednesday afternoon before the Board dinner meeting. 
 
Executive Session 
 
Regent Smith announced the Committee would hold an executive session to review the performance 
of public employees. 
 
Recommend Slate of Officers and other Appointments 
 
The Governance Committee discussed and approved options for the 2014-15 slate of officers and 
other appointments for approval by the Board during elections at the September meeting.  Regent 
Smith will contact nominees to ask their willingness to serve. 
 
Adjourn 
 
Hearing no other business to come before the Committee, Regent Smith adjourned the meeting at 
2:15 p.m. 
 
Date for next scheduled meeting:  Wednesday, October 8, 2014, at 3:00 p.m. in 142 Gerberding 
Hall (may be canceled or rescheduled) 
 
 

Approved at the meeting of the Committee on October 9, 2014. 


