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Call to Order and Attendance 
Committee Chair Regent Rice called the meeting to order at 8:36 a.m. 
Committee members present: Regents Rice (Chair), Goddard, Riojas, Simon 
Other Regents present: Ayer, Benoliel, Blake, Harrell, Jaech 
Others present at the table: President Cauce, Treasurer of the Board Scott 
Designated representatives: Professor Way, Ms. Kim, Mr. Salahuddin 
 
Regent Rice welcomed Faculty Senate Chair Way, GPSS President Kim, and ASUW President Salahuddin 
to their first meeting of the Committee. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Regent Rice announced that, hearing no objections, the minutes from the Committee meeting on July 13, 
2017, were approved as distributed. 
 
Academic and Administrative Appointments (Action) (Item No. A–1) 
 
In the absence of Provost Baldasty, who was traveling, President Cauce introduced the academic and 
administrative appointments. She observed that the implementation of Workday, the new HR system, had 
changed the format of the report. She welcomed Regents’ feedback on the change. She highlighted the 
appointment of Shari Dworkin as Dean of Nursing and Health Studies at UW Bothell as a particular gain for 
the University. 
 
Regent Riojas moved, Regent Simon seconded, and the Committee voted to approve the Academic and 
Administrative Appointments, as presented. Regent Goddard abstained from the discussion and the vote.
 
See Attachment A–1. 
 
The Global Innovation Exchange (Information) (Item No. A–2) 
 
President Cauce introduced the item, pointing out to the Regents that the construction of the Global 
Innovation Exchange (GIX) was an exception to the ordinarily glacial pace of change in academia. She 
thanked Mary Lidstrom, Vice Provost for Research, and Lara Littlefield, Associate Vice President for 
Innovation Strategy, and introduced Vikram Jandhyala, Vice President for Innovation Strategy. 
 
Mr. Jandhyala introduced GIX, explaining the concept and mission. GIX aimed to foster the innovation 
required to address global challenges such as climate change, increasing technological velocity, 
globalization, the imperative to educate a growing global population, and the disruption caused by the action 
of global capital. The GIX building was designed to foster innovation leaders who crossed disciplinary 
boundaries. Its structure guided them through the startup process, with the first floor devoted to the 
preparation phase, the second floor to the practice phase, and the third floor to the launch phase. 
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Mr. Jandhyala announced that the building would be named for former Microsoft CEO Steve Ballmer. 
 
Regent Jaech congratulated Mr. Jandhyala and expressed the wish, reflecting his own experiences with 
technological innovation, that students would fail quickly and often and that they would learn from those 
failures. 
 
Asked about the international element, Mr. Jandhyala explained that students would spend fifteen months at 
GIX before receiving their Master’s degrees, and that they had the option of spending a further six months 
at Tsinghua University to receive second degrees. 
 
Asked about potential competition with Silicon Valley, Mr. Jandhyala explained that Seattle and the UW 
should compete with Silicon Valley but not emulate it, focusing on talent rather than capital. In the 
Northwest, many GIX graduates would be expected to join large companies, rather than small startups. 
 
Asked about transportation infrastructure, Mr. Jandhyala explained that, while the GIX building had been 
built at Chinese speed, light rail would arrive to the Spring District in 2023. 
 
See Attachment A–2. 
 
Adjourn 
 
Hearing no further business to come before the Committee, Regent Rice adjourned the Academic and 
Student Affairs Committee at 9:10 a.m. 
 
 
  Approved at the meeting of the Committee on October 12, 2017. 


