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MINUTES 

 

UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON 

BOARD OF REGENTS 

 

Academic and Student Affairs Committee 

 

Thursday, September 13, 2018 

Petersen Room, Allen Library 

 

Call to Order and Attendance 

 

Committee Chair Regent Benoliel called the meeting to order at 10:35 a.m. 

 

Committee Members present: Regents Benoliel (Chair), Riojas, Tamaki, Zhou (by telephone) 

Other Regents present: Ayer, Blake, Jaech, Rice, Zeeck 

Regents absent: Harrell 

Others present at the table: President Cauce, Provost Richards, Treasurer Scott, Professor Sandison 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

Regent Benoliel announced that, hearing no objections, the minutes from the Committee meeting on July 12, 

2018, were approved, as distributed. 

 

Featured Student Experience (Information) (Item No. A–1) 

 

Provost Richards introduced Giuliana Conti, this year’s Graduate and Professional Student Senate President, 

stating that, in the short term, the excellence and financial situation of a university are not directly correlated, 

but are in the long term. This is particularly the case with respect to financial support for graduate students. 

Graduate students are sometimes neglected, in comparison to professors or undergraduate students. However, 

they are crucial, almost peer mentors to undergraduates and are, moreover, an indispensable driver of the 

University’s research engine. Top faculty are attracted to universities that can support top graduate students. 

 

Provost Richards’s father was a musicologist and his mother a piano teacher. He feels that he will be most 

successful if he brings even a fraction of the light and joy into the world through his teaching that his parents 

brought. Some fields have good graduate support, others do not, in spite of their important contributions to 

the life of the University. Music is one of these. Underinvestment in graduate support is a strategic weakness. 

He is delighted to introduce Ms. Conti, whose experience makes the case for more consistent support of the 

University’s graduate students – in all fields. 

 

Ms. Conti began by stating that she has $100,000 of student debt. She then told two stories of her 

background. The first is that she is a product of California’s public schools who began to play the viola. She 

then studied music at the University of California, Berkeley. After graduating, she taught music for five years 

in Folsom, California, before coming to the University of Washington for graduate study. The second story is 

that she is the child of two immigrant, artist parents. When she was young, they lost their business on 

account of illness. As an only child, she faced mental health issues as her family coped with adverse 

circumstances. Music helped her get through this adversity, providing the bridge between her academic and 

her personal narratives. She is studying music education so that she can help others, to make a better and 

deeper connection to music by linking psychology and composition. She may enter politics so as to mediate 

between research and policy, and bring pedagogical and psychological insights to the development of music 

education policy. 
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Regent Benoliel thanked Ms. Conti profoundly for sharing her story. 

 

See Attachment A–1. 

 

Academic and Administrative Appointments (Action) (Item No. A–2) 

 

Provost Richards stated that it is increasingly the practice to use endowed chairs less to reward senior faculty 

members for achievement than to elicit performance from promising younger faculty members. He 

highlighted the appointment of Stephanie Fryberg, studying mental health among native and indigenous 

populations. 

 

Regent Riojas moved, Regent Tamaki seconded, and the Academic and Student Affairs Committee approved 

the academic and administrative appointments, as presented. Regent Zhou abstained from the discussion and 

the vote. 

 

See Attachment A–2. 

 

Introduction of New Leadership: Dean, School of Public Health (Information) (Item No. A–3) 

 

Provost Richards introduced Professor Hilary Godwin. She is a physical chemist, who comes to the UW 

from the University of California, Los Angeles, where she was an associate dean in its School of Public 

Health. Her research focuses on toxicology. 

 

Dean Godwin stated that she is a reformed chemist who is delighted to come to the University of 

Washington. Interdisciplinary initiatives such as the Population Health Initiative are enticing. As dean, her 

internal focus will be to engage stakeholders among the students, the faculty, and the staff. Her external focus 

will be on giving back by assisting with regional challenge; the School of Public Health is known for its 

global reach, less for its impact on immediately surrounding communities. 

 

President Cauce added that there were many strong applicants for this position, and that the UW is lucky to 

have hired Dean Godwin. 

 

See Attachment A–3. 

 

Population Health Initiative Update (Information) (Item No. A–4) 

 

President Cauce introduced the item. The initiative was launched in May 2016 with a twenty-five-year vision 

to make the sum of all relevant entities more impactful than each on its own. Recently, the title change for 

Professor Mokdad reflects these ambitions. 

 

Ali Mokdad, Chief Strategy Officer for Population Health, stated that this is an interesting time. The state-

level burden of disease is shifting. In twenty-one states, the probability of death increased for those aged 

twenty to fifty-five between 1990 and 2016. This initiative thus seeks to form and to encourage partnerships 

to address the stagnation and regression of health outcomes. 

 

Derek Fulwiler, Director, Population Health Initiative, reminded Regents that population health as a 

discipline focuses on the three pillars of human health, environmental resilience, and social and economic 

equity. The definition is broad, so the initiative has focused on three initial, grand challenges: nurturing 

brain, behavior, and capability development; bolstering healthy starts for children, adolescents, and families; 

and strengthening community resilience and capacity. The initiative supports faculty innovations in these 

areas through internal pilot research grants and a round of faculty bridge hires.  
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Another major area of focus for the initiative is internally-focused projects intended to make it easier for 

students, faculty, and staff to engage in the work of population health. Student-specific work focuses on 

ensuring students from all disciplines have a sense of the broad connections that impact health and well-

being, which is accomplished by embedding the concept of population health in all first-year interest groups 

(FIGs) for undergraduate students and a general studies course, and granting student awards for exceptional 

scholarship and to support conference travel. 

 

A third major area of focus for the initiative is the facilitation of new external partnerships that span sectors 

and geographies. Examples were provided of current work with state and local government and an 

international partner. 

 

Asked about collaboration with the Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME) and new Department 

of Health Metrics Sciences, Professor Mokdad noted that he is a member of IHME and the new department, 

which is located in the School of Medicine. President Cauce added that the new Population Health Facility is 

designed to allow greater collaboration with the IHME by bringing it to campus and equipping it with 

flexible office and meeting spaces. 

 

See Attachment A–4. 

 

Adjourn 

 

Regent Benoliel thanked Regent Zhou for calling in from Japan. Hearing no other business to come before 

the Committee, Regent Benoliel adjourned the Academic and Student Affairs Committee meeting at 11:22 

a.m. 

 

  Approved at the meeting of the Committee on October 11, 2018. 


