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MINUTES 

 

UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON 

BOARD OF REGENTS 

 

Academic and Student Affairs Committee 

 

May 10, 2018 

Petersen Room, Allen Library 

 

Call to Order and Attendance 

 

Committee Chair Regent Benoliel called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. 

 

Committee Members present: Regents Benoliel (Chair), Goddard, Riojas, Tamaki 

Other Regents present: Regents Ayer, Harrell, Jaech, Rice, Zeeck 

Others present at the table: President Cauce, Provost Baldasty, Treasurer Scott, GPSS President Kim, 

ASUW President Salahuddin, and Faculty Senate Chair Way 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

Regent Benoliel announced that, hearing no objections, the minutes from the Committee meeting on April 

12, 2018, were approved, as distributed. 

 

Featured Student Experience: Undergraduate Research (Information) (Item No. A–1) 

 

Gerald Baldasty, Provost and Executive Vice President, introduced two participants from this year’s 

Undergraduate Research Symposium: Mackenzie Andrews, a senior majoring in bioengineering and 

neurobiology, and Noushyar (Noush) Panahpour Eslami, a junior majoring in chemistry. 

 

Mr. Eslami studies the creation of hydrogen as a fuel source, specifically how to create a catalyst for the 

creation of hydrogen on a nano scale. He told the Board that his parents had come from Iran to the US so 

that he might think freely and creatively. He affirmed that his research experience at the UW has been 

phenomenal, indicating that there are so many opportunities to form connections, to seek mentoring, and to 

develop as a student, as a researcher, and as a person. For instance, his supervisor had provided funding for 

him to attend this year’s meeting of the American Chemical Society. This was an incredible experience and 

was his first trip alone without his family, making it an even more formative experience for him. He is 

grateful for the funding he has received. He has always worked one or two jobs while studying in order to 

minimize costs to his parents. This year, thanks to a two-quarter Mary Gates scholarship, Mr. Eslami has 

been able to present no costs to his parents. 

 

Ms. Andrews studies neuropharmacology, specifically the relationship between stress and drug addiction at 

the cellular and molecular level. She is designing a device to record neural activity. Scientists have 

identified reward centers but have no clear sense of how these interact to create the phenomenon of 

addiction. The device she is designing will record electrical signals in the brain and change how neurons fire 

to clarify the material basis of the phenomenon. She comes to the subject from a family background of 

substance abuse. Studying neuropharmacology allows her to answer personal questions and to address a 

global problem. Ms. Andrews is a first-generation college student without many resources and has been 

fully employed during her studies. She stated that her research experience has opened up a potential future 

for her in device design and drug abuse research. To give back, she will be a student ambassador for 

bioengineering next year. 
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Asked whether they were considering graduate study, Ms. Andrews replied that she plans to complete a one-

year master’s program and then go into industry in the field of device design. Mr. Eslami responded that he 

plans to stay a few more quarters at the UW to complete a political science major in addition to his 

chemistry major. He then plans to pursue graduate study in chemistry. 

 

Regents thanked Ms. Andrews and Mr. Eslami and offered them a round of applause. 

 

See Attachment A–1. 

 

Preview of the 21st Annual UW Undergraduate Research Symposium on May 18, 2018 (Information) (Item 

No. A–2) 

 

Ed Taylor, Vice Provost and Dean, Undergraduate Academic Affairs, introduced this hallmark event. He 

drew Regents’ attention to how the two previous student presenters each spoke of ‘my’ research as opposed 

to the research of their faculty supervisors, powerfully conveying the transformative impact of the 

undergraduate research experience. 

 

Janice DeCosmo, Associate Dean, Undergraduate Academic Affairs, then talked through the attached slides. 

Undergraduate research is recognized as a high-impact practice, particularly for first-generation, 

underrepresented minority, or low-income students. She has been at the University since the first 

Undergraduate Research Symposium and stated that the number of participants has since grown by a factor 

of twenty since 1998. 

 

Jennifer Harris, Director, Center for Experiential Learning and Diversity, Undergraduate Academic Affairs, 

explained the schedule of the day and showed Regents how to navigate the website to find abstracts, easel 

numbers for posters, and records of the proceedings. She added that this symposium showcases the best of 

the research university and helps students to teach their professors and advisors. 

 

Asked if students from UW Bothell and UW Tacoma were included, Ms. Harris responded that they are. 

 

Asked how much time students spend on research and whether they are paid or received course credit, Ms. 

DeCosmo replied that participating students spend about eight hours per week on average within a range of 

five to fifteen hours per week. Some are paid through research grants, but most receive course credit, either 

for independent study, senior thesis work, or for some sort of capstone coursework. 

 

President Cauce said that this kind of experience is why she is here today. She has always been interested in 

teaching but had not considered research as a career before an intense research experience. She noted that 

most students involved in undergraduate research do not go on to academic careers but do gain 

indispensable skills in collecting, evaluating, and communicating information. 

 

Asked whether this research includes capstone-type course experience, Ms. DeCosmo stated that this is the 

case for some departments but that her program also provides opportunities to mentor undergraduate 

researchers to faculty who do not ordinarily teach undergraduates, like some in the School of Medicine or at 

the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center. Professor Way added that research is not only lab science: 

research happens in archives and in communities, too. Provost Baldasty concurred with President Cauce, 

affirming that he too had embarked upon his academic career as the result of a transformative undergraduate 

research experience at the Library of Congress. 

 

Asked whether students from other universities participate, Ms. DeCosmo stated that some students from 

local institutions were invited, including students from community colleges and participants in the Pacific 

Northwest Chapter of the McNair Scholars program. 
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Asked about the participation of first-generation and underrepresented minority students, Ms. DeCosmo 

responded that they participate at slightly higher rates than the general population of students. Dean Taylor 

observed that his unit shares space with Student Life and the Office of Minority Affairs & Diversity: all 

entities work together to drive up student participation in these transformative educational experiences. 

 

See Attachment A–2. 

 

Academic and Administrative Appointments (Action) (Item No. A–3) 

 

Provost Baldasty noted that two new deans, Mario Barnes of the School of Law and Renee Cheng of the 

College of Built Environments, were on the report. 

 

Regent Tamaki moved, Regent Riojas seconded, and the Academic and Student Affairs Committee 

approved the academic and administrative appointments, as presented. Regent Goddard abstained from the 

discussion and vote. 

 

See Attachment A–3. 

 

Carnegie Community Engagement Classification (Information) (Item No. A–4) 

 

Thaïsa Way, Chair, Faculty Senate, and Professor, Landscape Architecture, College of Built Environments, 

began by observing that the UW has not so much an opportunity as a responsibility to share knowledge. 

Achieving Carnegie classification as a community-engaged institution recognizes and strengthens ongoing 

work to this end. Community-engaged institutions are not just in but in collaboration with their local, 

regional, national, and global communities in relationships of mutually beneficial exchange. 

 

All three campuses will submit separate applications, as required, but will collaborate in drafting their 

applications. Professor Way provided examples of the UW’s community engagement: a UW Bothell 

mechanical engineering class working with the Department of Agriculture, the Livable City Year program, 

the Tent City 3 effort, the Institute for Science and Math Partnerships to encourage early STEM learning, 

the Libraries’ ‘We Are History Keepers’ project, indigenous wellness research, and the framework for 

tenure and promotion included in the Faculty of 2050 initiative. 

 

President Cauce stated that this classification makes visible what the UW has been doing all along so as to 

educate and reeducate the UW’s local and regional communities about its engagement. 

 

Asked whether the UW would collaborate with already classified regional institutions such as Washington 

State University, Seattle University or Gonzaga University, Professor Way responded that it will. 

 

Asked about engagement in Eastern Washington, Professor Way responded that the classification will help 

to change narratives about the UW. President Cauce interjected to praise External Relations’ extensive, 

robust engagement plan for Eastern Washington. 

 

See Attachment A–4. 

 

UW Football Program (Information) (Item No. A–5) 

 

Regent Benoliel commended Chris Petersen, Head Football Coach, for his success on the field and still 

more for his success at encouraging academic achievement by football players. 

 

Mr. Petersen stated that his broader objectives are to bring normalcy to the lives of players who have 

sacrificed much to play and to help them to identify passions that they can pursue after their football careers 
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are over. This is not to say that his program is not focused on winning games, but that he knows that most 

collegiate football players will not go on to professional careers and, of those who do, the average career 

lasts no more than three years. He himself faced this situation when he graduated from college, and went 

back to graduate school because he was uncertain what he wanted to do other than play football. In his view, 

the expectation of graduation is a minimum. His goal is to prepare football players for a successful, happy 

life after football and after college. 

 

At the outset, Mr. Petersen seeks to recruit players with a passion to excel at football rather than with a 

passion to be recruited. During the program he seeks to normalize life for players. Players have demanding 

athletic and academic schedules, and are always visible in the community. He is aware of the pressures they 

face: social media in fact amplifies these issues, intensifying pressures on student athletes. 

 

Regents commended Mr. Petersen for what some see as a ‘sea change’ in Intercollegiate Athletics (ICA) 

since his and ICA Director Jennifer Cohen’s arrivals. 

 

Mr. Petersen spoke about encouraging dialogue among team members about current international, national, 

and local issues. Athletes can sometimes exist in a bubble, he feels, and exposing team members to current 

debates can help student athletes discover their passions. 

 

Commended for his proactivity in educating his team members about sexual assault, Mr. Petersen believes 

that this education must always be ongoing. There is never an excuse for saying: we have achieved our goal, 

and our efforts at educating young men are no longer necessary. 

 

President Cauce stated that most college presidents rank intercollegiate athletics departments on their ‘top 

five’ of major worries. She declared that it does not even make her ‘top ten,’ thanks to her great athletic 

director and great coaches like Mr. Petersen. 

 

See Attachment A–5. 

 

Adjourn 

 

Hearing no other business to come before the Committee, Regent Benoliel adjourned the Academic and 

Student Affairs Committee meeting at 10:08 a.m. 

 

  Approved at the meeting of the Committee on June 7, 2018. 


