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MINUTES 

 

UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON 

BOARD OF REGENTS 

 

Academic and Student Affairs Committee 

 

April 12, 2018 

Petersen Room, Allen Library 

 

 

Call to Order and Attendance 

 

Committee Chair Regent Benoliel called the meeting to order at 10:55 a.m. 

 

Committee Members present: Regents Benoliel (Chair), Goddard (by phone), Riojas, Tamaki 

Other Regents present: Regents Ayer, Blake, Jaech, Rice, Zeeck 

Others present at the table: President Cauce, Provost Baldasty, Treasurer Scott, ASUW Tacoma President 

Dubad 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

Regent Benoliel announced that, hearing no objections, the minutes from the Committee meeting on March 

8, 2018, were approved, as distributed. 

 

Featured Student Experience: Transfer Student (Information) (Item No. A–1) 

 

Gerald Baldasty, Provost and Executive Vice President, introduced Bridget Wittke, a senior majoring in 

psychology. 

 

Ms. Wittke stated that, upon graduation from Lake Washington High School in Kirkland, she had attended 

Willamette University in Oregon. She initially did not consider attending the UW because she wanted to 

study out-of-state. She had a great first year but transferred after three semesters because she felt that a 

smaller university does not offer many opportunities for involvement. She transferred to Bellevue College 

without any real plan. Drawn by family connections and by its many course and extracurricular activities, 

she enrolled at the UW. She is excited by the research at the UW and has been deeply involved planning 

events for the transfer student community. She has come to learn how important a sense of community is to 

students, whether they find this in first-year or transfer student programs. She looks forward in particular to 

spending her last quarter studying abroad in Denmark. She is pleased that the ‘fail forward’ resilience lab 

promotes positive responses to adversity. 

 

Regents thanked Ms. Wittke for sharing her experience and wished her well on her during her time in 

Denmark. 

 

See Attachment A–1. 

 

Transfer Student Initiative Update (Information) (Item No. A–2) 

 

President Cauce set the item in national context. The Community College Engagement Initiative (CCEI) 

began in 2015 to promote access and excellence for low-income students. She noted that statistics on 

community colleges are sobering: nationwide, 80 percent of community and technical college students plan 
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to transfer to a four-year institution but only 17 percent do and manage to graduate. Currently, 50 to 60 

percent of Latino students begin at community and technical colleges. This is true even for the highest 

achievers among them. She is proud of the work that the UW has done, but there remain many areas for 

improvement. 

 

Michaelann Jundt, Associate Dean, Undergraduate Academic Affairs, stated that the Transfer Student 

Engagement Council (TSEI) includes more than twenty-five engaged students. It has focused on data, on 

how to support departments, and on student engagement. This year communications have focused on major 

readiness, financial aid, and campus jobs. She thanked Housing and Food Services for moving up the 

priority of transfer students in making housing choices. 

 

Regent Rice noted that she spent twenty years in the community college sector and offered her compliments 

to Ms. Jundt, to Philip Ballinger, Associate Vice Provost for Enrollment Management, and to Martha Tran, 

Transfer Initiative Manager. She asked about the psycho-emotional recommendations made by the TSEI. 

Ms. Jundt responded that it is necessary to balance allowing students to ‘own’ their transfer student 

identities without marking them out as different from other UW students. 

 

Asked how the UW is faring in the competition for community college students, particularly those from 

Eastern Washington, Mr. Ballinger responded that the UW is getting more than its proportional share of 

declining community college enrollments. He observed that many Washington students engage with 

community colleges through Running Start and other programs, particularly in Eastern Washington. These 

students are not counted as community college transfer students. For instance, last year’s incoming students 

had earned 90,000 community college credits through such programs. 

 

Regent Benoliel commented that the figures on transfer students really tell a story and commended the 

University for a smart focus on community colleges. 

 

Regent Rice praised President Cauce for her engagement with community college presidents. President 

Cauce replied that this remedied past oversights. 

 

See Attachment A–2. 

 

Introduction of New Leadership: Interim Dean of the Graduate School (Information) (Item No. A–3) 

 

Provost Baldasty thanked outgoing Dean David Eaton for his five-year service and introduced Rebecca 

Aanerud, Interim Dean of the Graduate School. Dr. Aanerud, a lecturer in Interdisciplinary Arts and 

Sciences at UW Bothell, stated that this appointment is an honor. She is herself a transfer student and 

rejoices in this opportunity to give back to the UW with administrative service. She recognized President 

Cauce and Provost Baldasty for their mentorship and very strong support. She thanked Provost Baldasty in 

particular for his candid feedback as he fostered her administrative career. Her goals include creating a solid 

foundation for the permanent dean, encouraging interdisciplinary programs and efforts, building a better 

pipeline to, through, and after graduate school, and finally, driving the adoption of holistic review of 

applicants for graduate study. 

 

See Attachment A–3. 

 

Academic and Administrative Appointments (Action) (Item No. A–4) 

 

Provost Baldasty pointed to the endowed chairs that manifest the power of philanthropy to encourage high-

level research and teaching and, as usual, to the high proportion of assistant-level professors among the 

fifteen new hires. 
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Regent Tamaki moved, Regent Riojas seconded, and the Academic and Student Affairs Committee 

approved the academic and administrative appointments, as presented. Regent Goddard abstained from the 

discussion and vote. 

 

See Attachment A–4. 

 

Adjourn 

 

Hearing no other business to come before the Committee, Regent Benoliel adjourned the Academic and 

Student Affairs Committee meeting at 11:41 a.m. 

 

  Approved at the meeting of the Committee on May 10, 2018. 


