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Christy serves as the chief DC advocate for the University of Washington. She 
has nearly two decades of experience working for a variety of federal, state, and 
local agencies, and was appointed director of federal relations for the UW in 
February 2009. Most recently, Christy served as director of federal relations for 
Washington2Advocates, a government affairs consulting firm, where she was 
responsible for managing lobbying strategies for multiple and diverse clientele 
(including the University of Washington), as well as building and maintaining 
successful relationships with members of Congress and their staff. 
 
Prior to her work in the private sector, Christy served as northwest Washington 
director for U.S. Sen. Patty Murray, chief of staff to King County Council 
member Bob Ferguson and as a legislative analyst for U.S. Rep. Brian Baird. 
Christy holds a bachelor’s degree (Education) from Central Washington 
University and an M.P.A. from The Evergreen State College. 
 
The UW Office of Federal Relations is located in Washington, D.C., where the 
staff represents the university to both legislative and executive branches of the 
federal government, participates in a variety of national forums and advocates for 
UW interests. The office also serves as a portal for the federal establishment to 
the UW and as an access point for UW leadership to the D.C. establishment. 
Through regular reports and visits with campus personnel, the office provides 
information about national trends, opportunities and policy developments. 
Located on D.C.’s Capitol Hill, the office is a Husky harbor in the nation’s 
capital. 
 
The director of the office is the university’s chief representative in the nation’s 
capitol to both the executive and legislative branches. The director also is a key 
member of the administrative team, advising the university president on 
legislative strategy and communicating to the university community about higher 
education issues in Washington, D.C. 
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KEY ISSUES IN CONGRESS  
 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT FUNDED THROUGH DEC. 11 On September 30, the last day of FY 2015, 
Congress passed a Continuing Resolution (CR) to fund the federal government through December 11. The 
measure includes $1.017 trillion in annualized spending, which is roughly equal to the FY 2015 level. Most 
programs will be funded under the CR at a rate 0.21 percent lower than enacted FY 2015 levels. 
 
A NEW FISCAL DEAL The federal budget sets the limits and priorities for Congressional Appropriators 
each year. Shortly before Speaker John Boehner’s (R-OH) retirement, it became clear that House and Senate 
leadership and the Administration were committeed to passing a budget deal. That sweeping deal increases 
discretionary spending by $80 billion above sequester-level spending caps with the increase split evenly 
between defense and nondefense program (sequester relief of $50 billion would be applied to FY 2016 and 
$30 billion for FY 2017). The measure draws offsets from other legislation, 
such as the House-passed 21st Century Cures medical research initiative (HR 
6), and sells off some of the Strategic Oil Preseve. Finally, and most 
importantly, the bill raised the federal debt limit through March 2017. While 
Speaker Boehner passed many critical items in his final days as Speaker, new 
Speaker Paul Ryan (R-WI) has many essiential items on the agenda for the fall 
(below). 
 
Ø FY 2016 APPROPRIATIONS:  Now with a budget deal, the House 

and Senate Appropriations committees can now get to work passing an 
omnibus bill encompassing all 12 standing appropriations bills. As 
previously mentioned, the Congress has until Decebmer 11th to develop 
and pass complete legislation or another CR.  

Ø TRANSPORTATION: Federal highway and transit authorization expires on November 20. In order to 
keep infrastructure and transit funding flowing to states and local governments, Congress must pass 
another short-term solution or, ideally, a six-year agreement, which will be more challenging.  

Ø TAX EXTENDERS:  The Senate Finance Committee marked up and passed a tax extenders 
package in July. However, with leadership transitions in the House and several other imminent 
significant issues, the path forward on this must-do action item remains unclear. 

 
Federal Relations is committed to working with Congress on a wholistic FY 2016 approprations bill. Our 
efforts include ensuring long-term solvency of the Pell program and higher education access funding, such 
as GEAR UP and TRIO, as well as funding for research through federal agencies, including but not limited to, 
NSF, NIH, NIST, NEH, and Defense research-focused accounts.  

Important Dates 
 
November 20: Short-term 
extension to the 
transporation bill expires. 
 
December 11: Continuing 
Resolution expires. 
 
December 31: Last day to 
pass tax extenders. 
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LEGISLATION IN PROGRESS 

 
 
 
21st CENTURY CURES The House of Representatives passed bipartisan legislation in early July that 
would increase the National Institutes of Health's budget by $8.75 billion over the next five years. Titled 21st 
Century Cures (HR 6), the bill is intended to hasten the development of new drugs and medical devices. If 
passed by the Senate and signed by President Obama, the legislation would break a budgetary logjam that 
has kept research investments flat for the past 14 years. Money for the 
proposal would come from the sale of oil in America's strategic petroleum 
reserve. 
  
The Senate, however, is unlikely to approve HR 6 in its current form. 
Instead they will propose their own bill and send that back to the House for 
consideration. This will lead to some negotiation before the final bill is 
realized.  Within the legislation, NIH fares fairly well. The House proposal 
increases funding for the agency by about $116 million and the Senate 
proposal provides a $200 million increase.  
 
In addition, legislation (H.R. 3292) was introduced in the House in July that would discontinue add-on 
payments currently paid to teaching hospitals to offset indirect medical education (IME) costs. Instead, 
teaching hospitals would receive lump sum payments in regular intervals that mirror the distribution of 
direct graduate medical education payments. The bill was referred to the House Ways & Means Committee, 
but no further action has been taken.  
 
PATENT REFORM Lobbying against the patent reform bills intensified over the summer, causing the 
issue to stall in both chambers. While the issue remains a priority, the timing for moving it forward is 
unclear given so many other imminent issues must be addressed this fall.  
 
HIGHER EDUCATION ACT The Senate is slowly making progress on reauthorization, having held several 
hearings on issues that we'll likely see in the HEA reauthorization bill, like campus sexual assault. We expect 
a bipartisan draft Senate bill to be introduced sometime in the winter.  
 
GEO SCIENCES A July New Yorker article on “the big one” has brought significant attention to the work of 
the Pacific Northwest Seismic Network. Both chambers have allocated funds for earthquake early warning in 
their appropriations proposals. Read more on these efforts on the next page. 
 
MENTAL HEALTH	  House Members hope to advance legislation that improves access to mental health 
services and providers. There is interest in identifying who, when, and where mental health services should 
be offered, including Medicare and Medicaid, that improve the lives of the afflicted, including low-income 
families, veterans, children, and seniors.	  
 
ESEA Both chambers passed versions of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) in early July. 
However, lawmakers must satisfy the White House concerns for protections for poor and minority students 
and GOP demands for a diminished federal role in K-12 education before a final bill is passed. 
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FEDERAL PRIORITIES 
 
 
GRADUATE MEDICAL EDUCATION Medicare’s support for Graduate Medical Education has been 
effectively frozen for 18 years, a major factor contributing to the national shortage of physicians. The 
physician shortage is significant in the five-state WWAMI region (Washington, Wyoming, Alaska, Montana, 
and Idaho), where, with the exception of western Washington, 
physician supply is well below the national average. 
 
The UW fully supports Congress’s efforts to reform the GME 
program and asks every consideration be given to legislative 
proposals to expand GME resources into rural and 
underserved communities. Additionally, we urge Congress to 
avoid reducing indirect medical education (IME) funding that 
supports GME at adult teaching hospitals such as Harborview 
and UW Medical Center.  
 
CLEAN ENERGY ECONOMY Federal Relations is actively engaged in the promotion of the UW Clean 
Energy Institute (CEI) to federal stakeholders. Federal Relations advocates for the diverse streams of federal 
funding CEI relies upon, including EERE, ARPA-E, DOE’s Office of Science, NSF, NIST, and Defense 6.1 funding.  
While all of these programs have seen slight increases from the House or Senate, Federal Relations 
continues to work to ensure the higher respective funding levels are the final FY 2016 appropriations. 

 
EARTHQUAKE EARLY WARNING FUNDING & LANGUAGE  Federal Relations helped to 
secure new base funding for EEW of $5 million, up from $1.5 million in previous decades. The Senate bill 
provides an additional $1 million ($6 million total) for earthquake early warning.  In addition, both the House 
and Senate interior appropriations bills respectively contain language that directs USGS to reorient focus 
and increase efforts on offshore earthquakes in the Cascadia Subduction Zone and the Pacific Northwest 
specifically, including investing in new and upgraded instrumentation.  
 
NAVY RENEWABLE ENERGY The Office of Federal Relations has pursued strategies over the last 
several years to elevate the profile of UW’s expertise in marine renewable energy projects. Building on the 
UW Applied Physics Lab’s previous success, Federal Relations successfully lobbied for an additional $25 
million for the navy energy program for alternative energies in the FY 2016 Senate defense appropriations 
bill. This account funded the $8 million contract to APL in FY 2015.  Federal Relations continues to work to 
ensure similar funding is seen in the House appropriations measure. 

 
NAVAL ARCTIC SECURITY CENTER Federal Relations is pursuing strategies to elevate the profile 
of UW’s expertise in the Arctic. This effort builds upon our 40-year history of excellence in Arctic Ocean 
science, advanced research, technology development and U.S. Navy operational support.  Federal Relations 
has secured language in the House and Senate national defense authorization bills and FY 2016 defense 
appropriations bills to recognize the Arctic and a Center of Excellence as a priority for the Navy. 
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FY 2016 AGENCY & PROGRAMMATIC  REQUESTS 
 
 
The University of Washington requests the following funding levels in the FY 2016 appropriations. 
 
Appropriations	  

Bill	  
Agency	   Account	   FY15	  

Final	  
FY16	  	  

Pres	  Req	  
FY16	  

UW	  Req	  
House	  

Proposed	  
Senate	  

Proposed	  
Agriculture	   Agriculture	   NIFA/Agriculture	  and	  Food	  Research	  Initiative	   325	   450	   450	   335	  	   NA	  
	   	   NIFA/McIntire-‐Stennis	   34	   34	   34	   34	  	   NA	  
CJS	   NSF	   Agency	  Total	   7,344	   7,724	   7,724	   7,394	  	   7,344	  	  
	   	   MREFC	   200.8	   200.3	   200.8	   200.03	   200.3	  
	   	   Geosciences	   1,300	   1,300	   1,366	   NA	   NA	  
	   	   Social,	  Behavioral,	  and	  Economic	  Sciences	   272	   291.5	   291.5	   NA	   NA	  
	   NOAA	   Ocean	  and	  Atmospheric	  Sciences	   433	   485	   485	   410	   436	  	  
	   	   National	  Ocean	  Service	   	   481	   548	   548	   466	   497.3	  
	   	   NOAA	  –	  IOOS	   34.7	  	   34.7	   29.5	  	   29.5	   34.7	  	  
	   	   NOAA	  –	  Sea	  Grant	   68.5	   68.5	   62.8	   72.8	   68.5	  
	   	   NOAA	  –	  OAR,	  Cooperative	  Institutes	   70.5	   70.5	   70.5	   60	   70.5	  
	   NASA	   Science	   5,245	   5,289	   5,289	   5,238	  	   5,295	  	  
	   	   Education	   119	   89	   119	   119	   108	  
	   	   NASA	  –	  Space	  Grant	   40	   24	   40	   40	   40	  
Defense	   Defense	   DARPA	   2,915	   3,000	   3,000	   2,873	  	   2,865	  	  
	   	   6.1	  Basic	  Research	   2,279	   2,088	   2,279	   2,101	  	   2,317	  	  
	   	   6.2	  Applied	  Research	   4,205.4	   4,713	   4,713	   4,800	   4.928	  
	   	   Navy	  Energy	  Program	   63.8	   47.7	   72.7	   NA	   62.7	  
	   	   Navy	  –	  Studies	  and	  Analysis	  Support	   0	   4	  

10	  	   0	   0	  
	   	   Navy	  –	  Facilities	  Improvement	   0	   5.2	  
	   	   Defense	  Health	  Program,	  Research	  Development	  

Test	  and	  Evaluation,	  Reconstructive	  Transplant	  
15	   0	   15	   NA	   NA	  

Energy	  &	  Water	   Energy	   Energy	  Efficiency	  &	  Renewable	  Energy	   1,923.9	   2,723	   2,723	   1,657	   1,950	  
	   	   EERE	  –	  Water	  Power	  Energy	  R&D	   61	   67	   80	   38.7	   65	  
	   	   Office	  of	  Science	   5,071	   5,340	   5,340	   5,100	  	   5,144	  	  
	   	   ARPA-‐E	   280	   325	   325	   280	  	   291	  	  
Interior-‐
Environment	  

USGS	   USGS	   1,045	   1,200	   1,200	   1,045	   1,194	  

	   	   Natural	  Hazards,	  Earthquake	  Hazards	   57.5	   57.5	   70	   NA	   NA	  
	   	   Earthquake	  Early	  Warning	   6.5	   5	   16.1	   5	   5	  
	   NEH	   NEH	   146	   147.9	   147.9	   146	  	   146	  	  
	   Agriculture	   Forest	  Service/Forest	  &	  Rangeland	  Research	   296	   275	   296	   277	   NA	  
Labor-‐HHS-‐Ed	   Education	   Pell	  Grant	  Maximum/Student	  (in	  dollars	  per	  grant)	   5,850	   5,915	   5,915	   5,915	   5,915	  
	   	   TRIO	   840	   860	   860	   900	  	   840	  	  
	   	   GEAR	  UP	   301.6	   301	   301.6	   322.7	  	   302	  	  
	   	   Federal	  Work	  Study	   989.7	   989	   989.7	   990	  	   950	  	  
	   	   International	  Education	  -‐Title	  VI	   72	   76	   76	   72	  	   47	  	  
	   	   Institute	  for	  Education	  Sciences	   574	   675	   675	   410	  	   563	  	  
	   HHS	   NIH	  -‐	  Agency	  Total	   30,084	   31,311	   32,000	   31,200	  	   32,084	  	  
	   	   AHRQ	  -‐	  Agency	  Total	   440	   479	   479	   0	   236	  
	   	   HRSA	  –	  Agency	  Total	   6,347	   6,462	   6,462	   6,048	   6,241	  	  	  
	   	   HRSA	  –	  Targeted	  Support	  for	  GME	   0	   400	   400	   0	   0	  
	   	   HRSA	  –	  Health	  Professions,	  Title	  VII	   254.8	   237.8	   280	   237	   230	  
	   	   HRSA	  –	  Health	  Profressions,	  Title	  VIII	   232	   232	   244	   232	   220	  
	   	   CDC	  –	  Agency	  Total	   6,073	   6,170	   6,170	   7,010	   5,802	  
	   	   CDC	  –	  NIOSH,	  Education	  &	  Research	  Ctrs	  (ERC)	   27.5	  	   0	   24.3	   28.5	   27.5	  	  
	   	   CDC	  –	  NIOSH,	  Ag-‐Forestry-‐Fishing	  Program	  (AFF)	   24	   0	   22	   27	   0	  
	   	   CDC	  –	  Workplace	  Wellness	  (WHRN)	   10	   0	   10	   7.5	   0	  

 (dollars in millions)	  
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