
Approved at the meeting of the Committee on March 14, 2019. 

 

 

MINUTES 

 

UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON 

BOARD OF REGENTS 

 

Academic and Student Affairs Committee 

 

Thursday, February 14, 2019 

Petersen Room of the Allen Library 

 

Call to Order and Attendance 

 

Committee Chair Regent Riojas called the meeting to order at 9:55 a.m. 

 

Present: Regents Riojas (Chair), Ayer, Benoliel, Harrell, Jaech, MacPhee, Rice, Tamaki, Zeeck, Zhou; 

President Cauce, Provost Richards, the Secretary. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

Regent Riojas announced that, hearing no objections, the minutes from the Committee meeting on 

December 13, 2018, were approved, as distributed. 

 

Student Experience: The OMA&D Instructional Center (Information) (Agenda No. A–1) 

 

Rickey Hall, Vice President for Minority Affairs & Diversity, University Diversity Officer, stated the 

Instructional Center is the gem of the Office of Minority Affairs & Diversity. He introduced Favour Orji. 

Ms. Orji is a third-year student majoring in bioengineering and in sociology. At the Instructional Center, she 

has found community, and a space for asking questions. She was directed to the Instructional Center by a 

high-school instructor. She did not immediately seek it out upon arrival at the UW. However, during her 

first chemistry course, she decided to turn to the Instructional Center, where she found students who looked 

like her and were striving for academic excellence. Since then, she has gained confidence in her classes, 

learning how to recognize and to remedy gaps in her knowledge. 

 

Asked why she chose to major in bioengineering and in sociology, Ms. Orji explained that she loves 

science, technology, engineering, and mathematics fields but wishes also to understand the social context of 

her actions. 

 

Regent Harrell stated that she used the Instructional Center when she was a student at the University. She 

praised Ms. Orji for marrying the social and hard sciences in her studies. She believes that these two 

approaches are what industry needs in graduates. 

 

Asked if there are lessons from the Instructional Center for UW Bothell and UW Tacoma, Mr. Hall 

responded that there are support services there, differentiated from those on the Seattle campus by the 

distinct histories and scale of the Bothell and Tacoma campuses. There are nevertheless best practices to 

share. In response to the suggestion that these services must be generalized to all students on all campuses, 

President Cauce noted that differences of scale make them most pressing on the Seattle campus, where an 

introductory biology course might have 800 students enrolled, as opposed to forty or fifty in a similar course 

on the Bothell campus. Mark Pagano, Chancellor of UW Tacoma, added that his campus is exploring co-

locating its Teaching and Learning Center with the Center for Equity & Diversity. He noted that first-

generation students have the same completion rate at UW Tacoma as other students. 
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Regent Harrell recognized Regent Riojas for his formative role in the origins of the Instructional Center. 

Regent Riojas stated that, even before there was an Instructional Center, there were tutors, which he used 

during his time as a student. 

 

Mr. Hall said that the Instructional Center plans to expand. It currently serves 2,000 students each year, but 

expects to serve 7,000 by 2020. Fundraising for that growth is underway. 

 

See Attachment A–1. 

 

Academic and Administrative Appointments (Action) (Agenda No. A–2) 

 

Provost Richards explained that this report is primarily non-tenure-eligible hires because it is off-cycle for 

tenure-eligible hires. He drew attention to the appointment of Amanda Doxtater as the Osher Chair of 

Scandinavian Studies, recognizing the generosity of Barney and Barbro Osher. He expects that the newly 

chosen dean of the Foster School will appear on a subsequent appointment proposal. 

 

Regent Zeeck moved, Regent Rice seconded, and the Academic and Student Affairs Committee approved 

the academic and administrative appointments, as presented. Regent Zhou abstained from the discussion and 

the vote. 

 

See Attachment A–2. 

 

Introduction of New Leadership: Dean, College of Built Environments (Information) (Agenda No. A–3) 

 

Provost Richards introduced Renee Cheng, Dean of the College of Built Environments. Dean Cheng stated 

that she is managing expectations as she begins an extensive listening process. She has already talked to 

nearly two hundred constituents over three days. An online survey has achieved a 79 percent response rate. 

She observed to Regents that built environments are all around, and pointed out the potentially intended and 

unintended consequences of various features of the Peterson Room. She looks forward to building firmer 

interconnections with the School of Public Health, the School of Social Work, and the College of the 

Environment. Provost Richards added that student groups are leading work to reimagine Red Square as a 

greener, safer, and more attractive space. 

 

See Attachment A–3. 

 

Approve the Establishment of the Graduate Certificate in Cross-Cultural Religious Literacy in the Jackson 

School of International Studies, College of Arts and Sciences (Action) (Agenda No. A–4) 

 

Kima Cargill, Interim Associate Dean for Academic Affairs and Planning in the Graduate School, stated 

that the proposed certificate will bring religious studies to students of other subjects. 

 

Asked about predicted enrollment, Randy Thompson, Senior Postdoctoral Fellow, Jackson School of 

International Studies, replied that it is expected to be small, approximately five students per year. 

 

Regent Zeeck stated that this is a timely certificate, and much-needed in this least churched region of the 

United States. He hopes that it will build self-awareness on both sides of discussions between religious and 

non-religious actors. 

 

President Cauce said that such certificates and concentrations allow for greater interdisciplinarity of studies 

without all the requirements of a double major. 
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Regent Harrell moved, Regent Zeeck seconded, and the Academic and Student Affairs Committee approved 

the establishment of the Graduate Certificate in Cross-Cultural Religious Literacy in the Jackson School of 

International Studies within the College of Arts and Sciences, as presented. 

 

See Attachment A–4. 

 

Approve the Establishment of the Department of Comparative History of Ideas in the College of Arts and 

Sciences (Action) (Agenda No. A–5) 

 

Robert Stacey, Dean, College of Arts and Sciences, stated that the Comparative History of Ideas (CHID) 

program is more than thirty years old and produces from fifty to one hundred majors each year, enrolling 

more than 1,000 students in total. It has operated like a department for twenty years, with its own advisors, 

staff, and chair. There are no financial consequences to this action. It rather regularizes an anomalous 

situation by which professors teaching wholly or mostly within CHID are evaluated for tenure by the 

faculties of their home disciplines. It will also enable CHID to hire lecturers, if this is merited. 

 

Asked what the difference is between majoring in history as opposed to majoring in CHID, Philip Thurtle, 

Professor and Chair, CHID, replied that this interdisciplinary major was constructed on the model of 

comparative literature, and was intended to be a microcosm of the university. President Cauce stated that 

there is a characteristic spirit of CHID, observing that CHID students tend to have a playful, if serious, 

interest in ideas. Asked further if there is a loss of rigor in moving from a discipline such as history to an 

interdisciplinary major such as CHID, Professor Thurtle responded that there is a particular interdisciplinary 

rigor. 

 

Asked why this approval is coming only now to the Board, Dean Stacey replied that faculty members can be 

reluctant to change, and that it was only the second ten-year program review that recommended that CHID 

be a department that impelled this action. 

 

Regent Rice moved, Regent Ayer seconded, and the Academic and Student Affairs Committee approved the 

establishment of Department of Comparative History of Ideas in the College of Arts and Sciences, as 

presented. 

 

See Attachment A–5. 

 

Intercollegiate Athletics Student-Athlete Academic Services Report (Information) (Agenda No. A–6) 

 

Kim Durand, Senior Associate Athletic Director for Student Development, apologized that Athletic Director 

Jennifer Cohen was sick. Ms. Durand stated that no football team in the PAC-12 had surpassed the NCAA 

academic progress rate of the Stanford football team until the UW did. Only one of twenty-two varsity 

teams has a team grade-point average (GPA) below 3.0. Men’s basketball is being encouraged to improve 

its 2.9 team GPA. She then introduced the student-athlete presenters, whose biographies are attached. 

 

Jenna Moser was an undergraduate finance major in the honors program who walked on to the basketball 

team. She is now completing a master’s degree in athletic leadership. 

 

Michael Neal is a senior in the honors program in communications, also in the Foster School’s sales 

program, and minoring in diversity. He came to the UW because he experienced the phenomenal team 

culture and relationship between football coaches and players during his visit. 

 

Asked how they balanced athletics and academics, Mr. Neal stated that he had worked hard in high school 

but had not learned how to study efficiently until he came to the UW. He admitted that there is not time for 

everything, and that sleep usually loses out to academic and athletic activities. Ms. Moser agreed that time is 
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short, and that it is important to study efficiently. She learned how to give her full effort in her studies and in 

athletics. She has made frequent use of the resources provided by Ms. Durand and her team, and appreciates 

them. 

 

Regent Zeeck stated that he is proud of the UW’s student-athletes, and their spirit of public service. He is 

proud of Ms. Moser and Mr. Neal. 

 

Frank Hodge, Faculty Athletics Representative, expressed his admiration for the UW’s student-athletes, 

who treat athletics as a complement to their studies. 

 

See Attachment A–6. 

 

Adjourn 

 

Hearing no other business to come before the Committee, Regent Riojas adjourned the Academic and 

Student Affairs Committee meeting at 10:55 a.m. 

 

  Approved at the meeting of the Committee on March 14, 2019. 


