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MONTHLY SPOTLIGHT: ADVOCATE 

On January 9, 2020, UW Impact hosted the sixth annual Legislative Preview 

Panel Discussion, which served as a kick-off to the current Legislative 

Session. Thank you to the many UW Regents who were able to attend. The 

theme for the evening was College Access, Free Tuition and Financial Aid for 

the Middle Class and a distinguished panel of lawmakers and higher 

education leaders provided thought-provoking commentary on critical 

issues, including the recently passed Workforce Education Investment Act.  

 

The evening was the first in a series of engagement opportunities for 

trustees, campus leadership, and advocates. On January 29, UW Impact participated in Regents and Trustees Day and 

provided support for Huskies on the Hill on January 31. Additionally, a contingent of UWAA Trustees, Legislative 

Advocacy Committee Members, and GOLD Council members traveled to Olympia on February 4 for Husky Caucus Day 

to deliver messages of thanks (and branded notebooks) to lawmakers for the recent re-investment via the Workforce 

Education Investment Act and to encourage them to preserve this funding. 

 

Finally, UW Impact Director Courtney Acitelli and UWAA Executive Director Paul Rucker were featured speakers in an 

episode of AGB’s Trusteeship Radio Podcast entitled “Engaging Alumni in Advocacy”. Click here to listen.  

 

CURRENT INITIATIVES AND EVENTS 

In early January, the UWAA launched an Alumni Attitudinal Survey as part of a periodic effort to benchmark alumni 

attitudes and preferences. The survey was developed and will be administered in partnership with Performance 

Enhancement Group, Ltd. (PEG), a national firm that has worked with over 300 alumni associations and universities on 

similar studies. By following PEG’s methodology, the UWAA will be able to compare results with national peers and use 

them to further refine programs and services that we offer. 

 

Building on the January 9 Legislative Preview events, the UWAA hosted a Higher Education Leadership Roundtable on 

January 10 to explore the topic of Strengthening Public Trust in Higher Education. Leaders from across the state and 

nation, including Regent David Zeeck and President Ana Marie Cauce, came together for an afternoon of robust 

discussion that reviewed local and national perspectives, examined our state’s successful sector-wide collaboration that 

resulted in the passage of the Workforce Education Investment Act, and set a course for future efforts to increase public 

awareness and advocacy for higher education.  

 

Over two weekends at the end of February, over 40 alumni will serve as hosts to small groups of UW students for the 

UWAA Dinners with the Pack program. Either at a local restaurant or by opening their homes, alumni and students will 

get together for an evening of casual chat and cheerful dining.  

 

Preparations are well underway for one of the UW’s greatest annual traditions – Dawg Days in the Desert. You can 

view the public events schedule on the UWAA website here. Chow Down to Washington will take place on March 17 at 

the Renaissance Esmerelda and will feature new football head coach Jimmy Lake and UW President Ana Mari Cauce. 

 

UPDATES 

On Monday, December 2, the UWAA conducted a Cyber Monday Membership Drive, a week-long, digital-only effort. 

We are pleased to share that over 400 annual members joined the UW Alumni Association or renewed their 

memberships! This included individuals from across the state of Washington as well as 20 states and 3 countries.  

 

The fall session of Huskies@Work concluded in November and participation was as strong as ever. Due to the 

dedication of our alumni community, we were able to make 684 alumni-student matches for this premiere job 

shadowing opportunity. Applications for the spring session opened at the beginning of February and we look forward to 

further facilitating this opportunity for UW students. 
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Finally, the CASE District 8 Conference was held at the end of January in the greater Seattle area. UWAA Senior Director 

Ellen Whitlock Baker served as Conference Chair and many team members participated as conference attendees and 

presenters. UW Impact assistant director Christine Newman was recognized as an Opportunity and Inclusion Scholar 

and UWAA executive director Paul Rucker received the Distinguished Service Award. Finally, the UWAA was honored 

with awards in the following categories: Marketing Campaigns, Feature Writing, and Advancement Training and 

Onboarding.  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

An Evening with Karamo Brown | February 26, 2020 | UW Seattle 

Dinners with the Pack | February 21-22 & 28-29, 2020 | Various  

Dawg Days in the Desert | March 16 & 17 | Palm Desert, CA   

 

Visit uwalum.com for a complete calendar of events and opportunities. 
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